Germany, europe, media: "Migrants 
Will Soon Be The Powerful" - 
German Broadsheet Causes Uproar 
With Immigration Article 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, JUN 02, 2023 - 03:00 AM 


Authored by Thomas Brooke via Remix News, 


Die Zeit deleted the social media post linking to the article after a 
number of users expressed their outrage at the rhetoric, although 
many others praised the publication... 


The German broadsheet Die Zeit has caused a storm on social media after 
publishing an article in which it claims Germany will soon be “a country in 
which migrants will no longer be a minority.” 


Die Zeit, the Hamburg-based newspaper widely considered to be a more 
highbrow read than the tabloids, posted the article highlighting Germany’s 
irreparable demographic change to its socials on Tuesday with the caption: 


Integration was yesterday: Germany is the second-largest immigration country 
in the world, and the original Germans are likely to become a numerical minority 
among many in the foreseeable future. And now? 


The accompanying photo showed a group of four young immigrants in a top- 
down flash convertible smiling at the camera with the headline: “They will be 
the powerful.” 
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Germany doesn't want to understand what it is today: a country in Which 
migrants will no longer be a minority, but in greater demand than ever, ts 
everyone coming along? 
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The article recounted a time when there used to be a “familiar 
homeland” before “the others” came, explaining that Germany used to 


have just 500,000 foreign nationals residing in the Federal Republic and the 
country “belonged to the Germans.” 


You knew the neighbors. One understood what they said, what they believed, 
what they served up in the evening. There was peace. The economy grew 
miraculously. 


Despite the article portraying a more peaceful era before mass immigration, the 
article itself is not anti-immigrant. It later attempts to persuade the reader to 
consider that Germany has almost always been a country of immigration, citing 
the Prussians who imported foreign workers — despite nearly all of these 
workers being European and Christian. 


The article also claimed that Germany is “now safer than ever.” Despite 
statistics showing crime falling overall over the last decade, murders and gang 
rapes are increasing, and a disproportionate share of them are committed by 


Germany’s foreign population. In fact, gang rapes reached a record high in 
2022, with half of the suspects being foreigners. 


However, the article’s posting on social media caused a stir across the German 
political landscape as campaigners on both sides of the immigration debate 
commented on the story. 


“Please what?” Green MEP Erik Marquardt wrote on Twitter in response to the 
Die Zeit post. 


The social media post was later deleted and replaced with a new photo, 
depicting two white females and the caption, “In recent years, 
Germany has become the world’s second-largest immigration country 
without really wanting to admit it.” 


“This teaser is almost even worse than the old one,” commented Marius 
Mestermann, a journalist with Der Spiegel, a sentiment shared by a number of 
other self-proclaimed liberals. 


Others, however, praised the publication for drawing attention to the 
demographic changes in the country, an indisputable fact materialized through 
record levels of mass immigration under years of liberal governance. 


This trend shows no signs of slowing down, with the German 
government prepared to spend €36 billion on its open borders policies 
this year, despite growing resentment among the electorate. This public 
resistance is evidenced by a rise in support for the anti-immigration Alternative 
for Germany (AfD) party. 


Germany continues to experience record population growth, with nearly 1.5 
million migrants arriving in 2022, and 163,000 new arrivals in the first three 
months of 2023. 


Censorship: Here's How OpenAl 
Plans To Cleanse ChatGPT Of False 
Information 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


Authored by Amaka Nwaokocha via CoinTelegraph.com, 


OpenAl aims to reduce Al hallucinations in ChatGPT by enhancing math 
skills, as process supervision shows promise in improving accuracy... 


Latin America: Virginia, West 
Virginia Governors Sending 
National Guard Troops To Texas 
Border 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Ryan Morgan via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Inflation, government: 
“Investor Home Purchases 
Fell a Record 49% Year Over 
Year in the First Quarter” 


Investor Home Purchases Fell a Record 49% in the First Quarter (redfin.com 


Censorship: Shellenberger: Why The 
Media Is Attacking Free Speech 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 07:20 PM 


Authored by Michael Shellenberger via 'Public' substack, 


Governments around the world are cracking down on free speech. What 
they are demanding includes the ability to read private encrypted text 


messages and invade homes in search of wrongspeech. Their demands thus go 
far beyond what the Censorship Industrial Complex was able to get away with 
over the last six years. 


Inflation, government, journal 
(Same thing happening to the 
banking industry: all sectors 
becoming top heavy, with most 
dominated by companies that 


receive subsidies from the 
government so they can compete 
on the world stage): 


“ Free to speak his mind, Kaplan concludes rather ominously, “the recent 
banking turmoil has highlighted the disparity between too-big-to-fail 
banks and smaller and midsize banks. | worry that increasing the Fed funds 
rate from here may create further strains on the deposit base for those smaller 
banks. I’m concerned that, as the Fed raises rates, it is tightening the vice on 
small and midsize banks and the small and midsize businesses that rely 
on those banks for funding." 


zerohedgedotcom/markets/bank- 
bailout-facility-usage-hits-new-record- 
high-money-market-fund-inflows- 
Soared-again-0O 


Censorship: "I Am The Enforcer" - 
EU's Ministry Of Truth Threatens 
Google, Twitter, And Facebook With 
‘Stress Tests’ 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 04:07 PM 
Authored by Mike Shedlock via MishTalk.com, 


EU's Thierry Breton tells US Big Tech corporations that he's "The Enforcer" 
against disinformation... 


Stress Test for Truth Coming Up 


The Enforcer is coming after US technology companies demanding a stress test 
on the truth. No, this isn't The Onion. 


Politico reports EU’s Breton Wants to ‘Stress Test’ Silicon Valley Giants. 


LULEA, Sweden — The European Union's Thierry Breton wants Big Tech to 
know that he's "the enforcer." 


Commission européenne | 
European Commission | 


The internal market commissioner will travel to California next month to carry 
out "stress tests" to see how social media companies are preparing for 
new content rules, known as the Digital Services Act (DSA). 


The French politician told POLITICO that he and European Commission officials 
would meet with Google, Twitter and Meta Platforms during his trip to 
the United States, most likely during the week of June 19. 


At least some of those companies would participate in the informal checks to 
see if they are ready for the new rules, which come into force in August, and 
carry fines of up to 6 percent of a firm's annual revenue. 


"We are going there, but don't want to be vocal before because | don't want to 
speak too much. But we offer this and I'm happy that some platforms took our 
proposal," Breton said of the non-binding compliance checks. "/ am the enforcer. 
I represent the law, which is the will of the state and the people." 


"It's a voluntary basis, so we don't force anyone" to join the code of practice on 
disinformation, Breton said. "/ just reminded (Musk and Twitter) that by August 
25, it will become a legal obligation to fight disinformation." 


A Legal Obligation to Fight Disinformation 
Say what?! 


And who gets to decide the truth? Hunter Biden? Joe Biden? Dr. Anthony Fauci? 
Hillary Clinton and her totally discredited Russia campaign? 


| guess the answer of the day is Thierry Breton. As "The Enforcer", he is 
apparently in a unique position to understand the truth about everything. 


First Amendment 


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances. 


Are we really at the shocking point where US corporations are forced to listen to 
French politicians who get to tramp on the US constitution, with their 
determination of "The Truth"? 


Big tech should tell the EU to go to hell. Ironically, that is what the EU should do 
with Biden's sanctions on anything and everything. 


It's a sad day when US corporations take marching orders from EU politicians on 
what constitutes "the truth". 


And where the hell is Biden on objecting to this? 


Government: Supreme Court Deals 
Blow To Unions, Rules Company 
Can Sue For Damage Caused By 
Strike 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 03:30 PM 


Authored by Matthew Vadum via The Epoch Times, 


In an 8-1 ruling, the U.S. Supreme Court on June 1 decided that a 
union’s deliberate destruction of company property as a pressure 
tactic in a labor dispute is not protected by federal law. 


China, energy, middle east, war, 
sanctions: Three New China-Russia- 
Iran And Iraq Agreements Confirm 
The New Oil Market Order 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 02:10 PM 


Authored by Simon Watkins via OilPrice.com, 


e Moscow signed 10 new cooperation agreements with Iran for the 
oil sector alone on 18 May. 


e China waited for the dust to settle before it too signed new 
cooperation agreements with Iran on 23 May. 


e China has significantly expanded its influence in the Middle East 
in order to secure sufficient hydrocarbon supplies to fuel its 
economic growth. 


The last week or so has seen a flurry of major cooperation agreements - 
including in energy, security, and logistics - between various permutations of 
Iran, Iraq, Russia, and China. Like a very dark version of the old U.S. soap opera 
parody ‘Soap’ this real-life version is equally convoluted, albeit a lot less funny. 
Its key elements constitute a significant part of the new global oil market order, 
which is analysed in depth in my new book on the subject, but the three most 
recent principal cooperation agreements will have immediate 
consequences for oil and gas flows around the world and their pricing. 


The best place to start here is at the end point of what China wants in 
its grand scheme of things, as delineated in its multi-generational 
power-grab project, ‘One Belt, One Road’. What it wants is to turn the 
Middle East into a large oil and gas station by which it can fuel its economic 
growth to overtake the U.S. as the number one superpower by 2030. The three 
biggest oil and gas reserves in the region belong to Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia, 
so it wants to control those to begin with. For Russia, which already has lots of 
oil and gas - over which China already has significant control - the objectives in 
the Middle East are more varied. One objective is to continue to exert influence 
in several countries that it regards as being key to maintaining some of its hold 
over the Former Soviet Union states. Another, more recent one, is to use this 
influence to bolster its position as a partner of note to China. As for the other 
countries in this soap opera -Iran, and Iraq, and now also more clearly, Saudi 
Arabia - they are in this new global alliance partly for the economic and political 
support from China (and to a lesser degree, Russia) and because their political 


systems are naturally much closer to the authoritarian regimes of China and 
Russia than they are to the democratic ones of the U.S. and its allies. 


To the money shot, then, which was Iran and Iraq signing a new set of 
oil and gas agreements within the last two weeks. As also analysed in full 
in my new book on the new global oil market order, Iran has long exerted 
enormous influence over its neighbour directly and indirectly through its 
political, economic, and military proxies. Iraq was always pre-disposed to such 
cooperation in the energy sector, as the two countries share several of their 
biggest oil reservoirs. These include Azadegan (on the Iran side)/Majnoon (on 
the Iraq side), Azar/Badra, Yadavaran/Sinbad, Naft Shahr/Naft Khana, 
Dehloran/Abu Ghurab, West Paydar/Fakka and Arvand/South Abu Ghurab. This 
has long proven extremely useful to Iran in avoiding sanctions, as oil from its 
side of these reservoirs can easily be re-branded as non-sanctioned Iraqi oil and 
then shipped anywhere in the world. It has also proven a useful tool for 
Iraq through which it can extort billions of dollar from the U.S. by 
promising to stop the import of Iranian electricity and gas, only to 
renegue on those promises the second the money hits the downtown 
Baghdad bank accounts. The latest cooperation agreements strengthen all 
these ties between Iran-Iraq further. 


Cue the other recent cooperation agreements aimed at making sure that 
whatever is Iran’s (including control over Iraq’s oil and gas reserves) it is also 
China’s and Russia’s. First up was Moscow, signing 10 new cooperation 
agreements with Iran for the oil sector alone on 18 May. According to a source 
who works closely with Iran’s Petroleum Ministry spoken to exclusively last week 
by OilPrice.com, the agreements comprise six memorandums of understanding, 
two contracts, one broader military cooperation roadmap, and another roadmap 
related to bilateral cooperation in the fields of industry, transfer of technology 
and oil recovery enhancement. In essence, these add up to a renewal and 
extension of the previous five-year and 10-year rolling agreements between 
Russia and Iran as also analysed in full in my new book. These allow Russia 
(together with China in separate agreements, to be covered in a moment) to 
have its firms present in any oil and gas field in Iran that Moscow chooses. It 
also allows for the exchange of the most promising military officers between the 
two countries and for Russia to have full access to Iran’s airports and seaports. 
Additionally, it allows for continued cooperation in other military and security 
matters, including intelligence, equipment and technology sharing. 


Russia’s man in Iran - Deputy Prime Minister and co-chair of the Permanent 
Russian-Iranian Commission on Trade and Economic Cooperation, Alexander 
Novak - stressed as well that the two countries are working on on banking 


interactions and using their national currencies in bilateral 
transactions. Further progress was also made on the North-South Transport 
Corridor (NSTC), with several agreements reached in the rail, road, maritime, 
and air transport sectors. Moscow is interested in developing the corridor all the 
way to India and beyond. Aside from boosting trade between Russia and Iran 
through the Caspian and Persian Gulf regions, these routes would also provide 
many opportunities for ‘dual purpose’ use - both civilian and military - of the 
airports and seaports. 


Always looking to make a big entrance, China waited for the dust to 
settle before it too signed new cooperation agreements with Iran on 23 
May. According to the Iran source spoken to by OilPrice.com, these agreements 
were simply nailing down some of the remaining details on financial, 
investment, and energy cooperation contained in the ‘Iran-China 25-Year 
Comprehensive Cooperation Agreement’ first revealed anywhere in the world in 
my 3 September 2019 article on the subject and covered in depth as well in my_ 
new book. In the 25-Year Agreement, China is guaranteed oil and gas prices 
from Iran at least 30 percent lower than the relevant oil pricing benchmarks. 
However, since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, China has 
been demanding an extra discount on Iranian oil to the 30 percent discount at 
which it can currently also buy Russian oil, according to the Iran source. “On 
average, the Chinese discount for Iranian crude oil to the international 
benchmark over the last 12 months has been around 44 percent,” he said. “But, 
it is even worse for Iran, as - from 11 November 2022 - China has been paying 
Iran in non-convertible Yuan, that is Yuan that can only be used inside China 
and/or spent buying Chinese goods,” he added. “Worse still is that whilst 
Yuan is the key instrument in payment, China is also using the 
currencies of Angola, Zambia and Kenya to pay Iran, and China is doing 
this as a means to induce Iran to buys goods from these countries so 
that these countries, in turn, can service their loans to China,” he 
concluded. 


Media, stats, censorship: Target 
Plunges For 10th Day As Boycott 
Leads To "Traffic Weakness", JPM 


Downgrade Adds To Groom And 
Doom 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 01:10 PM 

As if Target didn't have enough headaches on its plate with a nationwide 
boycotting campaign targeting the grooming-friendly retailer sending its sales 
tumbling after it too was Budlighted, one can also add a JPM downgrade (from 
Overweight to Neutral) and price target cut (from $182 to $144) into the mix. 


In a note from JPM Chris Hoovers, he explains that he is downgrading TGT to 
Neutral based on the following: 


(1) The consumer is broadly weakening while the share of wallet shift away from 
goods (51% of TGT sales) is ongoing. 


Figure 1: 1Y and 4Y Trends in Discretionary (~ Other `) Retail and T&E Have Deteriorated since 
January per Chase Data 
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Source: J.P. Morgan, 7-day average of spending, Data through May 21, 2023, hitp 
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Figure 2: Services Share of Wallet Still Normalizing to Pre-COVID at the Expense of Goods 
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Source: PCE and J.P, Morgan Research 


(2) Disinflation in grocery (~40% of sales ex beauty and including 
essentials) continues to accelerate, eating into the ballast of TGT's recent 
slightly positive to negative LSD SSS trend. TGT comped +HSD in grocery and 
+LSD in essentials in 1Q, adding 2-3 points to total 1Q SSS vs. the overall flat 
comp. However, JPM's projection suggests this tailwind could be close to nil by 
4Q. Even beauty (estimated at ~10% of sales) is slowing on a 1Y basis per 
Nielsen . 


Figure 3: Grocery Disinflation Continues to Accelerate 


€ 
3 
2 
= 
Š 
> 
o 
> 


a ba 


food -0 Grocery =O IPMe Grocery (assumes most recent 4 week trends hold) 


Source: NielseniQ and J.P. Morgan Research 
Figure 4: Beauty Sales Have Decelerated ne Since sane 
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Source: NieiseniQ and J.P. Morgan Research 


(3) While still positive on a 3Y basis, TGT has been giving back share on a 1Y 
view and this share loss could accelerate into back to school and linger into 
holiday given consumer pressures and what JPM tactfully calls "recent 
company controversies." This, the bank says, could turn TGT's traffic 
negative after an impressive run of 12 consecutive positive 

quarters. This shift is "generally bad for retail stock valuation given attribution 
is highest at the topline and, particularly for traffic." 


Figure 5: While Up Relative to Pre-COVID, TGT Has Given Back Share since 4020 
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Source: Company Reports, Census, and J.P. Morgan Research 


(4) JPM notes that TGT over-indexes to the millennial customer and, 
should student loan payments come back on - which they are about to, as we 
discussed recently - the company is more exposed than others in JPM's 
coverage. Buyside client expectations are in the $6-8MM per month consumer 
outflow range should this happen, which represents a potential 1-2 point comp 
headwind to retail spending which is material given the baseline comp discussed 
above. 


Figure 6: TGT Over-indexes to Shoppers 25-44 Figure 7: Particularty Millennials 
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(5) Google search surges in states representing ~37% of its stores with 
the biggest uptick in the south central and south Atlantic (guess what 
people are searching). JPM examined Google Trends data to see which states 
have seen the greatest increase in relative search frequency for Target 
Corporation’ over the last week (5/24/23 - 5/31/23) vs. the period from (5/25/22 
-4/30/23). Using 8 as the mendoza line to measure the potential for a negative 
reaction, the states where search surged represent ~37% of its store base. 


Figure 11: Google Search Analysis Shows Big Uptick in Key States 


Source: Google Trends and J.P. Morgan Research, Note: figure shows change in relative search by state between the periods 6/24/23 - 
§/3 1/23 and 5/25/22 - 4/30/23. Google Trends calculates on a scale from 0 to 100, where 100 is the location with the most popularity as a 
fraction of total searches in that location, a value of 50 indicates a locaton that is half as poputar 


Figure 12: States with Highest Increase in Search Frequency Make Up ~37% of TGT Stores 
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Source: Company Reports and J.P. Morgan Research, Mendoza Line = 8 


(6) Finally, TGT share gains have been reverting. As seen below, TGT has 
been giving back share as other retailers opened and the consumer got back 
into stores and started dressing up for events. Despite 1Y headwinds, the trend 
has remained positive on a 3Y basis but this could be at increased risk given the 
above. 


Figure 6: TGT Over-indexes to Shoppers 25-44 
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Source: Numerator and J.P. Morgan Research 


Meanwhile, as Wells Fargo also opines this morning, the controversy around 
Target’s collection of LGBTQ-themed merchandise for Pride Month "adds 
uncertainty to a stock that already had earnings risk amid a pullback in 
discretionary spending." 


Most importantly Wells analyst Edward Kelly writes that "there is early 
evidence of some financial impact, with Placer.ai data signaling 
incremental traffic weakness in the week ended May 28" 


“Traffic has been a key bright spot for TGT as it struggled with margin issues, 
and a slowdown would be negative”, obviously. 


As a result, TGT stock is down for a 10th session in its longest losing streak since 
February 2000, and together with Tranheuser Bush should serve as a great 
lesson for any other corporations who seek to alienate the bulk of consumers 
(especially those who don't live on government handouts) just to cater to a very 
mentally unstable 0.5% of the population. 


Target Consecutive Down-Days 
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Energy, government, planet, war, 
sanctions: WTI Holds Gains After 
Biden Admin's 9th Straight Weekly 
SPR Drain 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 12:05 PM 


Oil prices have been choppy overnight, since API reported a big surprise crude 
build, with WTI hovering around $68. China's factory activity and the OPEC+ 
meeting over the weekend in Vienna to discuss the group’s production policy 
are weighing on traders' minds, as US debt ceiling doubts fade. 


“Today the market will look to US weekly inventory data and in particular the 
pace of Strategic Petroleum Reserve selling last week,” said Jens Pedersen, 
director of oil and commodities research at Danske Bank. 


“Oil prices are stabilizing after better-than-expected Chinese PMIs and a halt in 
the recent dollar rally,” he added, referring to the purchasing managers’ index, 
a measure of economic activity. 


The big question is whether the official data will confirm API's big build... 


Crude +5.2mm (-5.1mm exp) 


e Cushing +1.777mm 
e Gasoline +1.89mm (-900k exp) 


Distillates +1.849mm (+500k exp) 


e Crude +4.49mm (-5.1mm exp) 
e Cushing +1.63mm 

e Gasoline -207k (-900k exp) 

e Distillates +985k (+500k exp) 


The official inventory data confirmed API's report that crude stocks rose 
significantly last week - after the massive draw the prior week. Cushing stocks 
rose for the 6th straight week. Gasoline stocks fell very modestly... 
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For the 9th straight week, the Biden admin drained the SPR last week... 


Source: Bloomberg 


US crude production remains flat at cycle highs despite the ongoing slide in rig 
counts... 


Lose Perce 
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Source: Bloomberg 


WTI rallied up to $69 ahead of the official inventory data and extended those 
gains... 
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Finally, we note that US demand for oil and diesel was more robust in March 
than previously thought, but remained below levels seen at the same time a 
year ago. 


Asia, china, markets, sanctions, 
journal (Key info on china): 


rT | 
The Euro Stoxx 50 generates one fourth of its revenue in Asia, 


according to Goldman Sachs strategists. For the broader Stoxx 600, the 


figure is 21%.” 


Stalling China Recovery Deals A 
Blow To European Stocks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 11:15 AM 


By Michael Msika, Bloomberg markets live reporter and strategist 


With alarm bells sounding in various corners of China’s economy, European 
stocks with high exposure to its markets are counting on further policy support 
from Beijing to reinvigorate their gains. Trouble is, the prospects of major 
stimulus appear poor. 


The rally in China-facing stocks has fizzled. Since the Lunar New Year holidays in 
late January, baskets of European shares with sizable income from the 
country have lagged behind the benchmark Stoxx 600. That gap widened 
on Wednesday after a surprisingly weak reading of manufacturing activity in the 
world’s second-largest economy. Today’s Caixin positive reading offered some 
modest relief, but suggests recovery remains uncertain and more evidence is 
needed to gauge the outlook. 


This is a big deal for European large caps. The Euro Stoxx 50 generates one 
fourth of its revenue in Asia, according to Goldman Sachs strategists. 
For the broader Stoxx 600, the figure is 21%. To certain sectors, China is a 
vital source of demand — some miners and tech companies rely on it for as 
much as half their revenue. Among industrial, auto and luxury stocks the 
share is 15% to 30%. 


China-Exposed Stocks Are Losing Ground 
» m 


wegen compensen . en menem mes 


202 Barclays 1 Chins bpomre EOS iU Chie -enpceed basket MÈ Soo fvope 000 Dudes 


hw 8 


Almost all the latest data points indicate that China’s economic comeback is 
sputtering. Industrial output, retail sales and fixed investment grew much 
slower than expected in April, housing market sales are regressing again, and 
demand for raw materials from copper to glass has been weak. The services 
sector has been a bright spot so far, but record-high youth unemployment begs 
the question of how sustainable that strength will be. 


Tepid metals demand from China has helped entrench miners as 

the worst equity performers this year. But the malaise is spreading, with 
appliance maker SEB, insurer Prudential, elevator manufacturer Kone, industrial 
technology company OC Oerlikon, and luxury giants like LVMH and Burberry all 
taking a hit. Another wave of Covid infections has added to the selling 
momentum. 


China and Europe Economic Surprises Are Plunging 
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“We believe that China exposure baskets might keep disappointing,” say 
JPMorgan strategists led Mislav Matejka, citing the faltering recovery there as a 
key reason to downgrade euro-area stocks weeks ago. That message was 
echoed by Barclays strategist Emmanuel Cau, who recommends clients 
selectively reduce exposure to China. 


Bets that luxury brands, airports and airlines will benefit from a return of 
Chinese customers come with risks. The number of outbound flights from China 
has stagnated at around 40% of pre-pandemic levels, with capacity to countries 
like Spain and France still low, according to Nomura economists led by Ting Lu. 
International travel is just too expensive for ordinary households, they say. 


Luxury Stocks Have Ignored Chinese Equity Weakness 
Gebal lexury significantly diverged from Chinese stocks in past sir 
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Hopes for a return of China-inspired equity gains now hinge on a sweeping 
stimulus package from Beijing. But most strategists say that won’t come easily 
at a moment when the government is watchful about rising debt loads 

and stretched fiscal positions. For its part, China’s central bank has vowed to 
avoid major monetary easing in the wake of the turmoil in US regional banks 
crisis. 


“We fear that the bar for fiscal support is relatively high,” says JPMorgan’s 
Matejka. Citigroup strategists led by Dirk Willer say China does need additional 
stimulus measures to prop up growth, and they may eventually come, but they 
are “far from imminent.” 


Stocks Exposed to China May Be at Risk 
Fading Chinese economic growth may weigh on performance 


China sales exposure YTD performance 
LVMH 17% 21% 
Hermes 20% 31% 
Richemont 25% 22% 
Moncler 17% 27% 
L'Oreal 24% 20% 
Adidas 16% 20% 
Carlsberg 20% 14% 
Mercedes 37% 15% 
BMW 33% 25% 
Atlas Copco 23% 30% 
Knorr-Bremse 15% 26% 
GS China Basket 24% 12% 


Source: Goldman Sachs, Bloomberg 
Note: Luxury exposures include estimate of % sales to Chinese nationals travelling 
abroad; Autos are % volumes; Others are sales Bloomberg 


Some are willing to look through the near-term hurdles. Morgan Stanley analysts 
say job gains will drive the next stage of a rebound in Chinese consumption. 
While the retail sales recovery has been bumpy, it should accelerate by the end 
of this year. Within the luxury sector, they prefer owners of brands with an ultra- 
premium position in China, such as LVMH and Richemont. They see spirits 
maker Pernod Ricard as another beneficiary. 


China Is à Big Driver for German Stocks 
German and Chima stocks’ relative performances are closely Unked 
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China-exposed baskets also appeal to investors nervous about raising their 
direct bets on the country’s stocks when geopolitical tensions are high. “Some 
investors consider investing in China through European stocks as a lower risk 


way of doing that,” HSBC strategist Edward Stanford says in an interview. “One 
of the beauties of investing in China through Europe is you’ve got the 
reassurance of a European corporate infrastructure, disclosure and regulatory 
environment for listed investments.” 


Censorship, court, tech: 


Meta Threatens To Pull News Feeds 
Over California's Journalism 
Preservation Act 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 10:25 AM 


Authored by Bryan Jung via The Epoch Times, 


Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, is threatening to pull 
news feeds on its platforms for California residents if the state legislature passes 
the Journalism Preservation Act. 


In a statement posted on Twitter on May 31, Meta expressed its opposition to 
the proposal AB 886, which requires big tech companies to pay news outlets a 
journalism usage fee, is made into law. 


The proposed law is aimed at reversing a decline in California’s local 
news sector. 


The statement was Meta’s first official comment specifically addressing AB 886. 


Support for Local News Industry 


Democrat State Assemblywoman Buffy Wicks, who sponsored the California 
bill, tweeted that Meta’s threat was “a scare tactic that they’ve tried to deploy, 
unsuccessfully, in every country that’s attempted this.” 


“It is egregious that one of the wealthiest companies in the world 
would rather silence journalists than face regulation,” Wicks said. 


“If the Journalism Preservation Act passes, we will be forced to remove news 
from Facebook and Instagram rather than pay into a slush fund that primarily 
benefits big, out-of-state media companies under the guise of aiding California 
publishers,” Meta policy communications director Andy Stone said ina- 
statement on Twitter. 


“The bill fails to recognize that publishers and broadcasters put their content on 
our platform themselves and that substantial consolidation in California’s local 
news industry came over 15 years ago, well before Facebook was widely used.” 


The California bill would also require publishers to devote 70 percent of the 
proceeds from these fees to create and maintain positions in journalism 
throughout the state. 


“It is disappointing that California lawmakers appear to be prioritizing 
the best interests of national and international media companies over 
their own constituents,” Stone added. 


Al, tech: Artificial Intelligence 
Poses "Risk Of Extinction", Warns 
ChatGPT Founder And Other Al 
Pioneers 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 09:29 AM 


Authored by Ryan Morgan via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Artificial intelligence tools have captured the public’s attention in recent 
months, but many of the people who helped develop the technology are 
now warning that greater focus should be placed on ensuring it doesn’t 
bring about the end of human civilization. 


A group of more than 350 Al researchers, journalists, and policymakers signed a 
brief statement saying, “Mitigating the risk of extinction from Al should be a 
global priority alongside other societal-scale risks such as pandemics and 
nuclear war.” 


Africa, government, Journal (South 
Africa now unable to maintain basic 


infrastructure (railways, an old but 
essential piece of modern technology). 


Second Major Railway Grinds To 
Halt In South Africa 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 07:55 AM 


The precise question one needs to ask is: What the hell is continuing to unfold in 
South Africa? An economic crisis is worsening, and extended rolling blackouts 
have been the norm over the last several months, but in the last week, multiple 
major railways have ground to a halt due to rampant theft of power cables. 


Bloomberg said a 535-mile rail line used to haul iron ore and manganese from 
Kumba Iron Ore Ltd.'s giant Sishen mine in the Northern Cape province to west 
coast ports was paralyzed on Tuesday after criminal organized gangs stole 
power cables used to power electric locomotives. 


War, Russia: Ukraine Calls For 
Massive Demilitarized Zone Within 
Russia As Stipulation For Talks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, JUN 01, 2023 - 06:45 AM 
Authored by Kyle Anzalone via The Libertarian Institute, 


As a condition for ending the war, an aide to President Volodymyr Zelensky has 
demanded Russia remove its military forces along its border with 


Ukraine. Kiev hopes the area within Moscow’s borders will be manned 
by international forces. 


Presidential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak called for a 100-120 kilometer 
demilitarized zone within Russia. “It will be necessary to introduce a 
demilitarization zone of 100-120 km on the territory of Belgorod, Bryansk, Kursk, 
and Rostov republics. Probably with a mandatory international control 
contingent at the first stage,” he tweeted on Monday. 


Censorship, media, government: 
Female Athlete Retires After 
Competing Against Biological Men, 
Says Girls "No Longer Have A Fair 
Chance" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 11:45 PM 


Authored by Darlene McCormick Sanchez via The Epoch Times, 


Hannah Arensman, a 35-time national cyclocross winner, decided to retire at the 
age of 25 following a loss to a transgender competitor. She shared her decision 
along with 67 female athletes and supporters in a recent Supreme Court amicus 
brief filing (pdf) in support of a West Virginia law that would keep biological men 
out of women’s sports. 


“I have decided to end my cycling career,” Arensman declared last 
Wednesday. 


Government, censorship: “it is estimated that some 50 million documents are 
classified each year across the federal government.” 


The U.S. Government's Over- 
Classification Epidemic: Ratcliffe 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:45 PM 


Authored by John Ratcliffe via RealClear Wire, 


Classified information is a mainstay in the news these days and rarely 
for positive reasons. On the one hand, classified documents seem to be 
leaking at an unprecedented rate, often revealing not only sensitive national 
security information but also government impropriety. While in office, | saw this 
firsthand in Crossfire Hurricane, the bogus counterintelligence investigation into 
non-existent links between President Trump and Russia. Much of that 
information should never have been classified and was only tightly controlled to 
obscure government wrongdoing. On the other hand, overclassification of 
information that does not meet appropriate classification thresholds is 
an epidemic inside the national security apparatus. As a result, it is 
estimated that some 50 million documents are classified each year across the 
federal government. 


Journal: This is how the markets work 
today: bad news now means 
government stimulus 


Bad News Is Now Good News In 
China As Market Awaits Stimulus 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:25 PM 


By George Lei, Bloomberg Markets Live reporter and strategist 


China’s May PMI survey flashed the latest warning of mounting economic 
trouble, prompting investors to eagerly weigh the odds of more stimulus out of 
Beijing. Onshore equities have already relinquished the vast majority of their 
post-reopening gains, adding pressure on policymakers to move fast and 
aggressively to promote growth. 


The yuan, stocks and commodity prices have fallen since late April, a 
reflection of China’s pessimistic economic prospects, Shao Xiang and Tao 
Chuan at Soochow Securities wrote in their WeChat public account on 
Wednesday. History suggests monetary policy rarely “stands idly by” 
once manufacturing PMI stays below the 50 threshold for two or more 
straight months, they pointed out. 
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The PBOC took actions in 2019, 2021 and 2022 when the factory gauge 
worsened — including reductions to the Required Reserve Ratio (RRR), the 
Medium-term Lending Facilities (MLF) rate and Loan Prime Rate (LPR). These 
actions occurred either during the same month or one to two months after the 
data was out, the Soochow analysts noted. 


The PMI data confirmed China’s post-Covid recovery is “far from a self-sustained 
one, due to a lack of confidence among corporates and households,” according 
to Macquarie analysts Larry Hu and Yuxiao Zhang. “Now policy is the only game 
changer,” they said in a research report on Wednesday. 


Beijing will either need to get its stimulus package in shape in the 
coming weeks or risk a sharp year-over-year downturn in the next 
quarter, according to Evercore ISI. The lockdown of Shanghai, which took 


place between April and May of 2022, weighed heavily on the Chinese economy 
and the low base of comparison suggests 2Q GDP will “look great” in year-over- 
year terms despite ongoing headwinds, analysts Neo Wang and Gin 

Wang noted. 


Slowdown Awaits 
The Chinese economy is expected to grow more than 7% in 2Q - due to an 
extremely low base of comparison - before slowing down sharply in 3Q 


@ 2022 W 2023 


10% year-over-year 


1Q 2Q 3Q 


Source: Bloomberg 
Note: 2023 growth for 2Q, 3Q and 4Q are consensus forecasts based on Bloomberg 


surveys Bloomberg 


Consensus forecast puts the pace of expansion at 7.8% year-over-year in 2Q 
and 5.1% in 3Q, according to a Bloomberg survey. Evercore ISI believes “it 
makes more sense to announce stimulus taking effects when 3Q 
arrives,” while Macquarie sees an “RRR cut, acceleration in infrastructure 
spending and more relaxation in property policy” in the weeks ahead. 


Still, whether PBOC will cut MLF or LPR remains a close call given the 
expectations for another Fed hike in June, Macquarie cautions. More data 
deterioration may be needed before Beijing makes up its mind. 


Censorship, government: “ Weingarten’s recent testimony ignored the fact 
that, in July 2021, nearly a year after school districts in Right to Work Florida had 
reopened while “avoid[ing] major outbreaks of COVID-19 and maintain[ing] case 
rates lower than those in the wider community,” she claimed hysterically that 
“millions of Floridians” were “going to die” because the state’s elected officials 
had refused to follow Big Labor orders to keep schools closed.” 


Randi Weingarten Has Zero 
Credibility 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:05 PM 


Authored by Stan Greer via Rea/Clear Wire, 


Censorship: University Of Colorado 
Declares Misgendering An "Act Of 
Violence" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:45 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 
The University of Colorado Boulder (Boulder) is under fire this week for a 


statement on the “Pride Office” website stating that misgendering people can 
be considered an “act of violence.” 


The guide on pronouns is reportedly the work of students associated with the 
office and states that “choosing to ignore or disrespect someone’s 
pronouns is not only an act of oppression but can also be considered an 
act of violence.” 


It is a familiar position for many in higher education. 


Opposing viewpoints are now routinely declared to be violence. That 
allows professors and students to rationalize their own act of violence 
or censorship. 


The most vivid example was recently seen at Hunter College, which is part of 
the CUNY system. Professor Shellyne Rodriguez recently was fired after 
holding a machete to the neck of a New York Post reporter and threatened to 
“chop you up.” However, Hunter College decided not to fire her over a prior 


incident in which she trashed a pro-life table run by students. 


Rodriguez spotted students with pro-life material at the college. She was 
captured on a videotape telling the students that “you’re not educating s-t [...] 
This is f-king propaganda. What are you going to do, like, anti-trans next? This is 
bulls-t. This is violent. You’re triggering my students.” Even after a remarkably 
polite student said that he was “sorry,” Rodriguez would have nothing of it. After 
all, espousing pro-life views is now “violence.” Rodriguez rejected the apology 
and declared “No you’re not — because you can’t even have a f-king baby. So 
you don’t even know what that is. Get this s-t the f-k out of here.” 


Just a week earlier, a professor stopped another “violent” display of pro-life 
views in New York. Professor Renee Overdyke of the State University of New 
York at Albany shut down a pro-life display and then resisted arrest. 


At the University of California at Santa Barbara, feminist studies associate 
professor Mireille Miller Young criminally assaulted pro-life advocates on 
campus, and later pleaded guilty to the crime. She was defended by faculty and 
students, including many who said she was “triggered” by a pro-life display and 
that pro-life advocates were “terrorists” who did not deserve free speech. 


It is that easy. You simply declare opposing views “violent” and then 
you can justify your own violence as a matter of self-defense. 


The Colorado controversy does not involve acts of violence over misgendering. 
Moreover, the guide reflects a deep-felt concern that using someone’s pronouns 
incorrectly, even unintentionally, leads to “dysphoria, exclusion and alienation.” 
There are also some positive recommendations in dealing with these difficult 
situations. 


However, this is a university site and there are countervailing free speech costs 
to characterizing of opposing views on pronouns as violence. As have previously 
discussed how other countries are prosecuting those who “misgender.” Schools 
in the United States have promised disciplinary action against any misgendering 
despite some court cases ruling for faculty with opposing views on 


pronouns. Even passing out “he/his” candies can result in a university 
investigation. 


Conservative sites like Campus Reform have reported on the Colorado 
controversy and sought clarification. 


Universities are often presented with difficult countervailing interests. 
On one hand, it must maintain a welcoming and tolerant environment. 
On the other hand, it must protect free speech values, including the 
right to express unpopular views or values. 


Colorado students have every right to declare misgendering as violence in their 
eyes, even if many of us disagree. However, the university has an obligation to 
clearly establish that such views are not the policy or approach of the university 
itself. The site states “This information was created by students, for students. 
The university supports an inclusive environment.” It should state that “while 
the university supports an inclusive environment, the statements on this site are 
not official statements or policies of the university.” Otherwise, the university 
should address the free speech implications of declaring misgendering 
as a violent act. 


War, Russia, journal (things just keep 
escalating. Now these border attacks 
inside russia have become the norm) 


Russia Evacuates Children From 
Border Villages As Ukrainian 
Shelling Escalates 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 03:40 PM 

In what's now becoming an alarming pattern of cross-border escalation, multiple 
civilians were injured in Russia's Belgorod region, just kilometers from Ukraine, 
due to large-scale shelling on Wednesday, presumably from Ukrainian 
forces. 


Local governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said at least four people had been injured. 
He described that situation in the border town of Shebekino has 
been "deteriorating" due to the "massive strike" from Ukrainian forces. 


Censorship, government: 
“Obstructionist And Unacceptable": 
House GOP To Hold FBI Director In 
Contempt Of Congress 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:40 PM 


Authored by Jackson Richman via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


FBI Director Christopher Wray has refused to comply with a May 30 
deadline to hand over a document alleging that then-Vice President Joe 
Biden and a foreign national were allegedly involved in a criminal 
scheme, announced House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R- 
Ky.) 


“Today, the FBI informed the committee that it will not provide the unclassified 
documents subpoenaed by the committee,” said Comer in a statement. “The 
FBI’s decision to stiff-arm Congress and hide this information from the 
American people is obstructionist and unacceptable.” 


War, Europe: US Kicks Kosovo Out Of 
Military Drills For Anti-Serb 
Escalation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:00 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The US ambassador to Kosovo, Jeffrey Hovenier, announced Tuesday that 
Washington was kicking Pristina out of the US-led Defender Europe 
military exercises over its treatment of the ethnic Serb population of northern 
Kosovo. 


The move was a punishment for Kosovo trying to forcibly install ethnic 
Albanian mayors in three Serb-majority towns. The mayors won office in 
elections that were boycotted by the Serbs, who have never accepted Kosovo's 
independence from Serbia, which was formally declared in 2008. 


Markets, inflation: Chicago PMI 
Unexpectedly Plummets, Longest 
‘Contraction’ Streak Since Lehman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:52 AM 
After the unexpected resurgence in April, Chicago PMI plunged in May from 48.6 


to 40.4 (against expectations of 47.3). That is the ninth straight month below 50 
(in contraction)... 


W Market News International Chicago Business Barometer SA - Last Price 40.4 | 


«& b 
ea D, rae 
‘ee 

ke | SS 

_ m | ~ 4 | <a en - f- se — sm ee eee re.) 

| | iL 
cu 

35 


wil ed nia Ht nant "i a ay prt Hoi = i 


Change Att ) (CIPMINDX) = 
1970-1994 1995-1997 2000-2004 2005-2009 2010-2014 2015-2019 2020-2024 


Source: Bloomberg 


That is the longest streak of prints in 'contraction' since the Great 
Financial Crisis. 


Under the hood, none of the underlying drivers were higher MoM... 


e Prices paid rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e New orders fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Employment fell and the direction reversed; signaling contraction 
e Inventories fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Supplier deliveries rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e Production fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Order backlogs fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 


This continues a trend of 'soft' survey data disappointing notably. 


Europe, inflation: UK Enters Worst 
Period Of Strikes Since Thatcher As 
Gov't Calls For Price Controls 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 09:50 AM 

The UK is headed for the second summer of strikes as the seemingly 
intractable cost-of-living crisis devastates household finances. British officials 
are so desperate to alleviate despair among Brits that they are considering 
drastic measures, such as implementing food price controls. 


Brits received the grim news on Tuesday as food prices remain at or near record 
levels. The British Retail Consortium (BRC) said annual food inflation eased from 
15.7% to 15.4% this month. However, the cost of store items, known as shop 
price inflation, increased to 9%, a new high for the index that dates back to 
2005. 


UK food inflation eased to 15.4% in May 
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The Guardian reported the government is mulling over price caps for food, such 
as bread and milk, to alleviate household pain. 


In a note, Laura Suter, head of personal finance at stockbroker AJ Bell, told 
clients that Brits "are still wincing when their total comes up at the checkout... a 
weekly shop that cost £100 last year is now clocking in at £115." 


High inflation has led to households experiencing the sharpest fall in living 
standards since records began. This despair has led to widespread strikes as 
workers demand higher wages. 


Bloomberg warned, "Britain is heading into a second consecutive summer of 
train strikes this week as union bosses and ministers remain at loggerheads 
over pay and working conditions." 


A stunning chart by Bloomberg shows the economy has already lost 3.5 million 
days to strikes since last year, currently at levels not seen since the days of 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the late 1980s into the early 90s. 


Worst Period of Strikes Since Thatcher 


£ Days lost to strikes - 10 month period 
5M days lost 
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Sources: Office for National Statistics 


The next wave of strikes is expected to impact rail networks on Friday. 


Censorship: Under Macron, France 
Brings Back ‘Preventive 
Censorship’ After More Than 140 
Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Oliver Bault via Remix News, 


On May 9, French Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin asked the prefects 
throughout France to ban all events and protests organized by “the far 
right or the ultra-right.” In Paris alone, the police prefecture banned 
six such events last weekend, including a symposium organized by the 
Iliade Institute 


The symposium that was to take place on Sunday aimed to honor the memory 
of Dominique Venner, a historian who took his life exactly 10 years ago in the 
Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris as a “Sacrifice” to “break with the lethargy 
that is overwhelming us,” to “awaken slumbering consciences.” 


“I rebel against fate. | protest against poisons of the soul and the desires of 
invasive individuals to destroy the anchors of our identity, including the family, 
the intimate basis of our multi-millennial civilization,” he said in a message read 
after his death. 


In one of the six decisions taken by the police prefect in Paris last weekend to 
comply with the order of Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne’s government, an 
administrative court overturned the ban against a conference and a march 
organized by the royalist organization Action Francaise to commemorate Joan of 
Arc. It was thus allowed to proceed and did so without disrupting public order, 
just like in previous years. 


The organizers of the Iliade Institute’s symposium, however, were informed so 
late - less than 24 hours before their planned event - that it was impossible to 
obtain an interim measure in their favor by a court. Hence, when the persons 
invited to the symposium turned out at the venue rented out by the Iliade 
Institute in Paris, a police cordon barred their entry. 


Laurent Nunez, the police prefect of Paris, motivated the ban by stating in his 
decision that: “There is a serious risk that, on the occasion of this tribute, 
statements inciting hatred and discrimination against a group of people because 
of their origin or their membership or non-membership of an ethnic group, 
nation or religion will be made (...) of such a nature as to call into question 
national cohesion and the principles enshrined in the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and the Citizen.” 


This is exactly what preventive censorship is about: Nothing has yet 
been done or said by the Iliade Institute or any participant to the 
banned symposium, but this might happen, so it should not take place 
at all. 


ee 


This type of censorship was previously eliminated in France with the 
1881 law on freedom of the press and up to now it was only re- 
established in times of war. 


However, in 2014 the president of the Conseil d’Etat, France’s top 
administrative court which is closely linked to the executive branch, as its 
judges are often rewarded for their services with top posts in ministries, created 
precedence by validating a ban against a show by Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, a 
French comic owing his African name to his father from Cameroon, who had 
been previously convicted several times of inciting racial hatred because of his 
anti-Zionist jokes, which were said to be anti-Semitic. 


But the May 9 decision by Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin goes even 
further because it targets organizations that have not necessarily been 
convicted in the past but belong to the “far right” or “ultra-right” in 
the eyes of French authorities. 


Darmanin made his decision after a march by some 500 young people dressed 
in black with Celtic crosses, often described as a neo-fascist symbol in France, 
took place on May 6 as it does every year - always legally and peacefully - to_ 
commemorate the death in 1994 of a young far-right activist who was fleeing 
the police during a banned protest. However, organizations like the Royalist 
Action Française or the identitarian Institut Iliade have no links with those 
marching on May 6. 


Even a very politically correct commentator like Jean-Yves Camus, who is often 
invited by the overwhelmingly left-leaning French mainstream media as an 
expert on the far right, expressed dismay at the Paris police prefect’s decision 


concerning the Iliade Institute: “There was no real risk, if any, of things getting 
out of hand,” he said, as “the Iliad’s conferences are filmed and posted on their 
website fairly quickly.” 


About the risk of racist remarks being heard at the Sunday symposium, 
Camus said that one could assume there is such a risk only “if talking 
about the Great Replacement is racist.” 


It was in fact a point made in the motives given in writing by the police prefect 
of Paris for his decision to ban the event: “This meeting is not a simple tribute 
event but rather ‘a celebration to continue the actions against the acceleration 
of the great Afro-Maghrebi replacement.'” The police prefect used quotation 
marks in this sentence as he attributed those words about “the great Afro- 
Maghrebi replacement” to the Iliade Institute, although its director, Jean-Yves Le 
Gallou, denied at a press conference those words came from his organization. 


The Iliade Institute also contested the assertion by the authorities that the 
Sunday symposium was a public event, as it was to be held in a privately leased 
venue for invited participants only. 


It looks as if the French authorities wanted to ban any discussion about 
the ongoing population replacement linked to ever-greater mass 
immigration, both legal and illegal, which a large majority of French 
citizens see as a cause for worry. 


Le Gallou, a former high-ranking civil servant, says this reflects a much wider 
political tendency: “The government is weakened by its policies that go contrary 
to the aspirations of the French, in particular on two major subjects: the massive 
immigration being distributed, little by little, in rural France... and the limitation 
of private property in relation to the development of wind power.” So the 
political leaders have only two solutions left, Le Gallou thinks: “massive 
propaganda and censorship. There are two forms of censorship, which are the 
direct censorship we have experienced and censorship by intimidation. This is 
what | call the ‘totalitarian pincer movement.'” 


The return of preventive censorship targeted at those who oppose mass 
immigration or defend conservative, patriotic values comes after President 
Emmanuel Macron acted through his Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin to ban_ 
the non-violent, law-abiding youth organization Generation Identity in 2021 for 
its peaceful protest actions against the lack of controls by authorities to stop the 
influx of illegal immigrants at France’s borders with Italy and Spain. 


The police prefect’s decision to ban the Iliade Institute’s symposium was 
preceded by an article published on the left-wing website Médiapart. It was 


written with information on the late historian Dominique Venner that could only 
have been leaked to the author by the authorities, so it seems that this 
publication was part of the authorities’ plot to ban the event. 


The article was published on Friday at 5 p.m. Only a few hours later, the police 
prefect decided to ban the event that was planned for Sunday at 3 p.m., but 
apparently his services waited until Saturday afternoon to inform the organizers 
about his decision so that they could not have the ban overturned in time by a 
judge. 


In the 2017 presidential campaign, which brought Emmanuel Macron to 
power, Médiapart was one of the two left-wing media portals that regularly 
received documents illegally leaked by the police and judicial authorities in the 
case mounted against center-right candidate Francois Fillon to derail his 
Campaign and make room for the heir of Socialist President Francois Hollande, 
i.e., his former special counselor for Europe and former Economy Minister 
Emmanuel Macron. 


So it appears the same media outlet is still being used by the executive 
power to attack its opponents in a very unconstitutional way, and one 
may wonder in this situation if France is still a full-fledged democracy. 


Media, government, censorship: 
Native American Tribe Demands 
Justice For Man Shot 38 Times By 
US Border Patrol Agents 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Allan Stein via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Yvonne Nevarez remembers her late uncle Raymond Mattia as a proud 
Tohono O’odham Nation member who always took a stand against 
injustice. 


spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas stands while Tera a sign with a picture of Ray 
Mattia, who was shot and killed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents 
on May 18, 2023. The photo was taken during a protest in front of the Ajo Border 
Patrol Station in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

He was a kind, respectful, peace-loving man, she said, making his shooting 
death by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents even harder to 
accept. 


“Pm angry. | can’t believe it. | don’t want to believe it. Our lives will never 
be the same,” Nevarez said, struggling through tears. 


“He was like a dad to me. And now, he’s gone.” 


Family members say that on May 18, Mattia contacted tribal police to report 
illegal migrants trespassing on his property in Meneger’s Dam Village, a remote 
southern border community of the Tohono O’odham Nation reservation about 52 
miles from Ajo by car. 


During a brief encounter with CBP agents, family members say Mattia was shot 
approximately 38 times for reasons as yet unknown. 


“It was literally at his doorstep,” Nevarez told The Epoch Times at a protest 
gathering near the Ajo Border Patrol Station in Why, Arizona, on May 27. 


2 n >< Protesters at a 
rally for Ra ymond Mattia eh Paes at a passing Border Patrol vehicle in 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

Tribal members and supporters held another demonstration in Tucson on the 
same day. 


“We feel that how they took his life was unjust. There’s no justification 
for it,” Nevarez said. 


The family released a statement calling the shooting a “grievous” incident as “it 
is apparent what happened.” 


“Raymond called for help and, in turn, was shot down on his doorstep. 
Raymond's rights were violated by the authorities whom we trust to protect our 
Nation. Improper and unprofessional actions of the agencies involved were 
witnessed by family members present near the crime scene. 


“Loved ones sat in agony, not knowing of Raymond’s condition until they were 
told that he had passed away hours later. Raymond lay in front of his home for 
seven hours before a coroner from Tucson arrived. 


The statement added, “In our eyes and hearts, we believe Raymond was 
approached with excessive and deadly force that took his life. He was a father, 
brother, uncle, friend, and an involved community member. Raymond always 
fought for what was right, and he will continue to fight even after his death. This 


is not an isolated incident, but it should bring awareness of the oppression our 
people live through.” 


—————e = A nephew of 
Raymond Mattia holds a sign during a protest in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. 
(Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

The family has launched a GoFundMe page to raise $10,000 in legal defense 
fees. 


So far, the effort has garnered $2,954. 


CBP Responds 


On May 22, CBP issued a statement detailing the events leading to Mattia’s 
death. 


The statement said that at 9:04 p.m., the U.S. Border Patrol Tuscon Sector 
Tactical Operations Center notified the Ajo station that the Tohono O’odham 
Nation Police Department had requested assistance responding to a report of 
shots fired near Mattia’s property. 


At least 10 CBP agents met with tribal police at the local recreation center to 
coordinate a joint response. 


At 9:32 p.m., a tribal police officer and several CBP agents arrived near Mattia’s 
residence and “spread out while searching for the man.” 


“The officer and agents encountered an individual approximately 103 meters 
(about 337 feet) northwest of their parked vehicles, outside a residence, at 
approximately 9:03 p.m.” 


At that point, Mattia allegedly “threw an object” at the police officer as 
they approached. 


The object landed “a few feet” from the officer. 


“Shortly after the individual threw the object, he abruptly extended his right 
arm away from his body, and three agents fired their service weapons, 
striking the individual several times.” 


“The individual fell to the ground, and the officer and agents slowly approached 
the man,” according to the statement. 


The statement made no mention of whether Mattia was armed or whether 
warnings were given before he was shot down. 


, 


4n unattended 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan 


sign with the image of Raymond Mattia in 
Stein/The Epoch Times) 


Resuscitation Efforts Fail 


Agents began administering CPR after they could not detect a pulse and 
requested emergency medical services. 


However, there was no air life evacuation available due to bad weather. The 
agents continued administering CPR without success. 


Mattia was pronounced dead at a Pima County hospital at 10:06 p.m. The 
medical examiner’s office took custody of the body pending an autopsy on May 
19, the statement added. 


The agents involved in the shooting will remain on administrative leave 
according to standard practice while authorities investigate the “use of deadly 
force.” 


“All three agents who discharged their weapons and seven additional 
agents activated their body-worn cameras during the incident.” 


The statement added the CBP is “committed to the expeditious release of the 
body-worn camera footage of this incident as soon as is appropriate to do so 
without impacting the ongoing law enforcement investigation.” 


The Tohono O’odham Police Department and FBI are currently investigating. 
CBP said the agency’s National Use of Force Review Board would review the 
incident following the investigation. 


Tohono O'odham police referred the matter to the department’s public 
information officer Matt Smith, who did not return a phone call or text 
requesting comment from The Epoch Times. 


At the May 27 protest in Why, family spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas said tribal 
members have reported many negative encounters with an “aggressive” Border 
Patrol in the past. 


“This has been going on for quite a while,” Rivas told The Epoch Times. “The 
Border Patrol claims to have supreme authority on the reservation.” 


Read more here... 


Energy, planet, war: Canadian Oil 
And Gas Producers Restart 
Production As Wildfires Abate 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


By Michael Kern of Qilprice.com 


Canadian oil and gas producer Crescent Point Energy Corp on Monday said it 
had brought back online full production volumes at its operations in the Kaybob 
Duvernay play that were shut in due to the wildfires in Alberta in the past few 
weeks. 


Several other operators in Alberta have also resumed partial production after 
rainfalls helped stop some of the wildfires in recent days. 


Following a brief respite in the middle of May, the wildfires in Alberta began 
raging again last week as temperatures rose, threatening the oil sands 
operations in the province and forcing operators to shut in oil and gas 
production. 


Earlier this month, the wildfires in Canada resulted in the shut-in of 319,000 
barrels of oil equivalent per day (boepd) from the country’s oil and natural gas 


production or 3.7% of all output. 
Most of those shut-ins and subsequent resumption of production concerned gas 


output early this month, but as the situation with wildfires in Northern Alberta 
deteriorated, the oil sands production was threatened. 


Rystad Energy has warned that nearly 2.7 million barrels per day of Alberta oil 
sands production is in “very high” or “extreme” wildfire danger rating zones in 
the month of May. 


But at the end of last week, heavy rains helped the situation, and operators 
started restoring part of the previously shut-in production. 


Crescent Point Energy said today it had brought back on stream the full 45,000 
boe/d of Kaybob Duvernay production previously shut-in due to the Alberta 
wildfires. 


Last week, Chevron Canada said it had safely resumed partial operations in the 
Kaybob Duvernay outside the active fire area, although it continues to monitor 
the evolving wildfire situation in Northern Alberta. 


Obsidian Energy said it had restored 5,650 boe/d of operated and non-operated 
production that was temporarily shut in due to wildfires, evacuation orders, and 
third-party constraints in Peace River and Pembina. 


War, Europe: US Flexes With Low B- 
1 Bomber Flyover As Balkan 
Tensions Boll 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:00 PM 

At a moment tensions are on edge in the Balkans over a fresh crisis between the 
Serbian minority of northern Kosovo and ethnic Albanians, which over the 
weekend saw dozens of NATO peacekeeping forces injured while trying to quell 
fierce protests, the United States decided it was time for some muscle- 
flexing. 


Two US Air Force B-1B Lancer bomber aircraft conducted a low flyover 
of Sarajevo and other cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) on 
Tuesday. It had been pre-announced at the start of this week and described as 


"a sign of the strong partnership between the United States and the Armed 
Forces of BiH, according to a statement in the English language news 

portal Sarajevo Times. A US Air Forces statement cited in the publication said it 
would serve further as a sign of the "permanent dedication of the US to the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and multi-ethnic nature of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina." 


Tom Fowdy @ 
@Tom_Fowdy 


NATO brutality. Pointing fingers at Russia while casually reminding 
Serbia that they're happy to carpet bomb the place. 


© OSINTdefender @ @sentdefender - 2h 

2 U.S. Air Force B-1B Heavy Bombers launched from RAF Fairford in the 
Southern U.K. flew low over the the Bosnian Capital of Sarajevo today in a 
“Show of Strong Partnership” between the U.S. Military and the Armed Forces 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


Show this thread 


Censorship, media: Groom And 
Doom: Target Shares Mark Longest 
Losing Streak In Almost 5 Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


12.8 billion (and counting) reasons to re-think hiring and marketing practices? 


Shares of retailer Target fell as much a 3.8% on Tuesday, extending losses to 
an eighth session which brought the company's share price to its lowest 
intraday level since August 2020. 


Shares had gotten a brief respite following earnings on May 17, only to decline 
each session since as controversy continued to mount over the company's 
transgender-themed clothing for children. 
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And in fact, if Target is down again tomorrow, this will be the longest losing 
streak since the DotCom collapse... 


Feb Target Stock 
i 2000 Consecutive Down Days 
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Target's Market Cap, meanwhile, has dropped by $12.5 billion in the last 8 
days - the biggest plunge since COVID lockdowns in Q2, 2020. 


BE Target Corp - Current Market Cap 61.7526 
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In response to the backlash, Target reportedly removed controversial LGBT- 
themed products at some stores across the South and rural America ahead of 
June Pride month to avoid further backlash. Some products ranged from "tuck- 
friendly" swimsuits for transgender people to gender-fluid coffee mugs. The 
insider said the reasoning behind such an abrupt move is "to avoid the kind of 
backlash Bud Light has received in recent weeks." 
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Tuck- Friendly 
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Coverage 


More recently, Fox News reported that Target's VP of marketing, Carlos 
Saavedra, is a treasurer for an organization pushing a transgender 


agenda in schools. 


Finally, given BUD's dramatic underperformance of TAP since "the Mulvaney 
incident", we wonder how long before corporates learn that profits (and their 
jobs) trump virtue-signaling to a tiny minority of America. 
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At some point the pendulum swings back. 


censorship: McCarthy Threatens To 
Hold FBI Director In Contempt Over 
Stonewalled Biden Evidence 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:45 PM 

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) on Tuesday threatened to hold FBI 
Director Christopher Wray in contempt if the agency continues to shelter 
the Biden family from congressional investigators seeking key documents. 


Wray has until end of day Tuesday to produce several FD-1023 forms - records 
of interactions with confidential sources - from June 2020, which contain the 
word "Biden." The forms were requested by House Oversight Chairman James 
Comer (R-KY) after he issued a subpoena to compel the agency to produce the 
forms. 


"So let me not just tell you. Let me tell Director Christopher Wray, right here, 
right now: If he misses the deadline today, | am prepared to move contempt 
charges in Congress against him," McCarthy told Fox News on Tuesday. 


Censorship: "We Have A Captive 
Audience": Boston University To 
Require Students Take Social 
Justice Writing Courses 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:25 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Boston University recently made a new announcement that has rekindled 
concerns over the rising orthodoxy in our institutions of higher education. The 
University issued new guidelines for its mandatory writing program 
that will require all students to write papers with a “social justice 
emphasis” as a condition for graduation. The key faculty organizers 
celebrated the new policy and the hiring of non-white instructors as 
guaranteeing social justice results by making students a “captive audience” with 
no choice in the matter. 


OF 
MOFOBIA 


PENNA — 
Student will now have to choose among such choices as “Linguistic 
Justice...Who Cares?: Domestic Labor and the Commodification of 
Care,” “Asians Are People of Color: Exploring the Controversy and 
Identity Politics,” “Deconstructing Narratives: Stories of Race and 


Racism in American Cultural Memory” and “Writing Environmental 
Justice.” 


War, journal, Russia: Major Drone 
Attack On Moscow Damages 
Several Apartment Buildings 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:15 PM 


A major Tuesday morning drone attack has damaged buildings in the Russian 
capital of Moscow, which the Kremlin has swiftly blamed on Ukraine. It's being 
widely described as the first attack to hit the capital's civilian areas. 


Moscow Mayor Sergey Sobyanin said that multiple buildings sustained minor 
damage, but there have been no reports of fatalities after eight drones were 
inbound in the attack. "The Kiev regime launched a terrorist attack with 
unmanned aerial vehicles on targets in the city of Moscow," the Russian 
Defense Ministry (MoD) said. 


So basically no more mr. nice guy. 
If they can just remove prosecutors 
for not enforcing certain laws, they 
can control who enforces they 
laws, and not the people. This will 
allow the government to 
implement any law that they want. 


Texas Lawmakers Pass Bill Allowing 
Removal Of 'Rogue' Prosecutors 
Who Fail To Enforce Laws 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 01:10 PM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


The Texas Legislature passed a bill on May 28 that could pave the way 
for locally elected prosecutors to be removed from office for misconduct if they 
fail to enforce certain laws. 


House Bill 17 (pdf) was introduced by Republican state Sen. Joan Huffman earlier 
this year and it passed the Senate Sunday in a 20-11 vote after passing both 
legislative houses in April. 


It now heads to Gov. Greg Abbott’s desk to be signed into law. 


Under the legislation, Texas residents who have lived in a county for at least six 
months may file a petition against a prosecuting attorney accusing them 

of misconduct if the top local prosecutor fails to “prosecute a class or 
type of criminal offense under state law,” or if they instruct law 
enforcement to “refuse to arrest individuals suspected of committing a 
class or type of offense under state law.” 


The legislation defines a prosecuting attorney as a district or county attorney 
with criminal jurisdiction, while misconduct is defined as “intentional, unlawful 
behavior relating to official duties by an officer entrusted with the administration 
of justice or the execution of the law.” 


According to the legislation, a public statement from the prosecuting attorney 
stating that they plan to adopt or enforce a policy in which they fail to enforce 
certain laws “creates a rebuttable presumption that the prosecuting 
attorney committed official misconduct,” and means they can face a 
removal trial for official misconduct. 


The legislation also removes pretrial “diversion programs” which allow 
for conditional dismissals of cases when permissible under state law. 


Abortions, Thefts Divide Prosecutors 


If found guilty, a judge may order the attorney’s removal, according to the bill’s 
text. Once removed, Abbott can appoint a prosecutor’s successor until the next 
election. 


“On receiving a petition for removal of a prosecuting attorney ... the presiding 
judge of the administrative judicial region shall assign a district court judge of a 
judicial district that does not include the county in which the petition was filed to 
conduct the removal proceedings,” the bill states. 


The legislation comes after a group of attorneys nationwide, including five from 
Texas, signed an open letter (pdf) stating that they would refuse to prosecute 
any cases that criminalize abortion in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade in June 2022. 


Under Texas law, abortion is a felony, except in cases where the mother is 
suffering from a “life-threatening physical condition” or there is “a serious risk of 
substantial impairment of a major bodily function.” 


Some prosecutors, including Dallas District Attorney John Creuzot, have 

also said they do not plan to pursue charges of low-level thefts, such as those 
involving personal items under $750 that are stolen out of “necessity,” or first- 
time marijuana offenses. 


“Unfortunately, certain Texas prosecutors have joined a trend of adopting 
internal policies refusing to prosecute particular laws,” Huffman said at a 
committee hearing in April. 


“These actions set a dangerous precedent and severely undermine the authority 
of the Legislature.” 


Elsewhere, Republican state Rep. David Cook, who introduced the House version 
of the bill, has said the legislation is needed to “reign in rogue district attorneys” 
and remove politics from prosecution. 


Democrats Oppose Legislation 


Speaking to The Dallas Morning News in April, the GOP lawmaker said HB17 
“makes it crystal clear the rule of law must be respected and enforced 
in Texas.” 


“I support prosecutorial discretion and know it is a central element of our 
criminal justice system,” Cook added. 


In a statement on May 19, the Texas Senate GOP said the bill will ensure 
prosecuting attorneys follow the law and “not their political agenda.” 


However, Democrats and civil rights groups in the state have argued 
that the bill is unconstitutional. 


Texas state Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos, a Democrat, voiced opposition to the bill 
earlier this month during a hearing on the legislation. 


“It is very Clear what Texans are saying: They want to choose who their district 
attorney is,” Ramos said. 


“What they don’t want is a grandstanding legislator to say ‘no, we are not going 
to allow you to have this ... voice.'” 


Elsewhere, state Sen. Sarah Eckhardt, a Democrat from Austin, said the bill 
amounted to a violation of the state’s separation of powers, calling it “one 
piece to an unsettling pattern of top-down power-grabbing.” 


“Tools like prosecutorial discretion are critical—especially in a state 
like Texas, where our local district attorneys are directly elected by the 
people,” Eckhardt said. 


Russia, Europe, war: 


Alleged Russian 'Spy' Whale 
Reappears Off Sweden's Coast 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 12:10 PM 

A harness-wearing Beluga whale discovered in Norway's far northern region of 
Finnmark in 2019 has reappeared off Sweden's coast. It's believed the Russian 
military trained the whale. 


ee Navy Beluga Whale 
www. hisutton,com 


Sebastian Strand, a marine biologist with the OneWhale organization, a group 
that tracks the beluga whale named "Hvaldimir," said he was recently spotted in 
Hunnebostrand, off Sweden's southwestern coast. 


"We don't know why he has sped up so fast right now," especially since he is 
moving "very quickly away from his natural environment," Strand told AFP 


News. 


The last recorded location of Hvaldimir. 
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Strand said the whale is estimated to be 13-14 years old and is "at an age where 
his hormones are very high." 


"It could be hormones driving him to find a mate. Or it could be loneliness as 
Belugas are a very social species -- it could be that he's searching for other 
Beluga whales," he said. 


Hvaldimir is thought to be a former intelligence asset for the Russians. When 
first observed in 2019 by fishermen, they found he was wearing a harness with 
"Equipment of St. Petersburg" printed on it. 


Russia's Defense Ministry has denied the alleged spy whale belongs to them. 
However, Russia and the US have used marine mammals, including beluga 
whales, for decades for various underwater tasks, such as finding underwater 
mines. 


And perhaps the use of spy whales and other marine mammals is being phased 
out as militaries worldwide are quickly modernizing their forces with undersea 
drones. 


Vaccine, censorship: Over 300 COVID- 
19 Papers Withdrawn For Not 
Meeting Standards Of Scientific 
Soundness 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 08:45 AM 


Authored by Jessie Zhang via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Research journals have withdrawn well over 300 articles on COVID-19 
due to compromised ethical standards and concerns about the 
publications’ scientific validity. 


WA scientist uses 


a microscope to look at cells containing the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 at the 
Stabilitech laboratory in Burgess Hill south east England on May 15, 2020. (Ben 
Stansall/Getty Images) 

Retraction Watch has provided a running list of withdrawn papers on COVID-19 
ranging from “Acute kidney injury associated with COVID-19” to “Can Your Al 
Differentiate Cats from COVID-19?” 


A total of 330 research papers have currently been retracted. 


During the pandemic, researchers have compromised on ethical standards and 
tried to either get more publications approved or to take shortcuts around 
ethics, senior researcher Gunnveig Gr@deland at the Institute of Immunology at 
the University of Oslo says, after going through the list of articles that have 
been withdrawn, and the reasons for some of them. 


il $ Hundreds of 
papers on COVID-19 that did not meet standards of editorial and scientific 
soundness have been removed. (Kena Betancur/Getty Images) 

While it is quite natural for some articles to be updated or changed to be 
published in a different form, some have been retracted because the 
researchers did not obtain informed consent during the research. 


“It will, of course, be withdrawn when it is found that ethical guidelines have 
been breached,” Grødeland told Khrono, a Norwegian higher education and 
research newspaper. 


She pointed out that other articles have been withdrawn after the editors 
noticed that the strategies the papers mentioned were giving the 
wrong impression in the media of being recommended as actual treatment 
or prevention of COVID-19. 


She said these sorts of articles had to be withdrawn as they claimed things that 
neither the authors of the articles nor their institutions could vouch for. 


In addition, some studies did not include a large enough sample size. 


When more subjects were included, the researchers could no longer maintain 
the same conclusions they made earlier about the effect of the drugs. 


“A Little Out of Hand” 


Grødeland said that part of the reason this happened during the pandemic was 
that relatively more people suddenly started conducting research on a topic 
they really knew relatively little about. 


Even prestigious journals such as the Lancet were publishing those articles. 


One of Lancet’s studies even caused both the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the national government to stop the 
comprehensive testing of hydroxychloroquine’s effectiveness against 
COVID-19. 


The extensive Lancet study, allegedly based on research fraud, said that the 
drug increased the risk of heart arrhythmia and mortality for COVID-19 patients. 


Read more here... 


Planet, sanctions, war: May18 


The Looming El Nino 
Could Cost the World 
Trilllons of Dollars 


Warming waters in the Pacific can trigger droughts, 
wildfires, and extreme rainfall around the world, 
potentially leading to $3 trillion in losses in the 
coming years. 
wireddotcom/story/the-looming-el-nino-could-cost- 
the-world-trillions-of-dollars/ 


Watch: Fierce Serb-Kosovo Clashes 
Leave Dozens Of NATO Troops 
Injured 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


Unrest has been ongoing for days in Serbian minority regions of northern Kosovo 
after controversial municipal elections resulted in ethnic Albanian mayors being 
installed in Serb-dominant communities. But what started as clashes between 
ethnic Serbs and Kosovo police has spiraled into violence as NATO troops 
have struggled to crackdown on raging protests. 


Game Over For Turkey As Net 
Reserves Turn Negative, Morgan 
Stanley Sees Lira Collapsing 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


One week ago, when the Turkish Lira first tumbled below 20 against the USD, 
we warned that much more pain was in stock based on a rather dire analysis by 


Goldman of the central bank's reserve position, a much more ominous factor for 
the coming currency collapse then Erdogan's reelection. 


Since then it's gone from bad to worse, with Reuters also jumping on the bearish 
lira bandwagon and reporting that the Turkish central bank's net forex 
reserves dropped into negative territory for the first time since 2002, 
standing at $-151.3 million on May 19, as the bank - following Erdogan's 
strict orders - scrambled to counter demand for hard currencies (USD, gold, 
crypto) ahead of Sunday's runoff vote. 


Forex demand in Turkey surged to record levels ahead of May 14 on companies’ 
and individuals' expectations that the lira, which lost 44% in 2021 and 30% in 
2022, will plunge after the vote (spoiler alert: those fears have been justified). 
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zerohedgedotcom/markets/game-over-turkey-net-reserves-turn-negative-morgan- 
stanley-sees-lira-collapsing 


Journal: This is how the markets work 
today: bad news now means 
government stimulus 


Bad News Is Now Good News In 
China As Market Awaits Stimulus 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:25 PM 


By George Lei, Bloomberg Markets Live reporter and strategist 


China’s May PMI survey flashed the latest warning of mounting economic 
trouble, prompting investors to eagerly weigh the odds of more stimulus out of 


Beijing. Onshore equities have already relinquished the vast majority of their 
post-reopening gains, adding pressure on policymakers to move fast and 
aggressively to promote growth. 


The yuan, stocks and commodity prices have fallen since late April, a 
reflection of China’s pessimistic economic prospects, Shao Xiang and Tao 
Chuan at Soochow Securities wrote in their WeChat public account on 
Wednesday. History suggests monetary policy rarely “stands idly by” 
once manufacturing PMI stays below the 50 threshold for two or more 
straight months, they pointed out. 
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The PBOC took actions in 2019, 2021 and 2022 when the factory gauge 
worsened — including reductions to the Required Reserve Ratio (RRR), the 
Medium-term Lending Facilities (MLF) rate and Loan Prime Rate (LPR). These 
actions occurred either during the same month or one to two months after the 
data was out, the Soochow analysts noted. 


The PMI data confirmed China’s post-Covid recovery is “far from a self-sustained 
one, due to a lack of confidence among corporates and households,” according 
to Macquarie analysts Larry Hu and Yuxiao Zhang. “Now policy is the only game 
changer,” they said in a research report on Wednesday. 


Beijing will either need to get its stimulus package in shape in the 
coming weeks or risk a sharp year-over-year downturn in the next 
quarter, according to Evercore ISI. The lockdown of Shanghai, which took 
place between April and May of 2022, weighed heavily on the Chinese economy 
and the low base of comparison suggests 2Q GDP will “look great” in year-over- 
year terms despite ongoing headwinds, analysts Neo Wang and Gin 

Wang noted. 


Slowdown Awaits 
The Chinese economy is expected to grow more than 7% in 2Q - due to an 
extremely low base of comparison - before slowing down sharply in 3Q 
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Consensus forecast puts the pace of expansion at 7.8% year-over-year in 2Q 
and 5.1% in 3Q, according to a Bloomberg survey. Evercore ISI believes “it 
makes more sense to announce stimulus taking effects when 3Q 
arrives,” while Macquarie sees an “RRR cut, acceleration in infrastructure 
spending and more relaxation in property policy” in the weeks ahead. 


Still, whether PBOC will cut MLF or LPR remains a close call given the 
expectations for another Fed hike in June, Macquarie cautions. More data 
deterioration may be needed before Beijing makes up its mind. 


Censorship, government: “ Weingarten’s recent testimony ignored the fact 
that, in July 2021, nearly a year after school districts in Right to Work Florida had 
reopened while “avoid[ing] major outbreaks of COVID-19 and maintain[ing] case 
rates lower than those in the wider community,” she claimed hysterically that 
“millions of Floridians” were “going to die” because the state’s elected officials 
had refused to follow Big Labor orders to keep schools closed.” 


Randi Weingarten Has Zero 
Credibility 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:05 PM 
Authored by Stan Greer via RealClear Wire, 


Censorship: University Of Colorado 
Declares Misgendering An "Act Of 
Violence" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:45 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 
The University of Colorado Boulder (Boulder) is under fire this week for a 


statement on the “Pride Office” website stating that misgendering people can 
be considered an “act of violence.” 


The guide on pronouns is reportedly the work of students associated with the 
office and states that “choosing to ignore or disrespect someone’s 
pronouns is not only an act of oppression but can also be considered an 
act of violence.” 


It is a familiar position for many in higher education. 


Opposing viewpoints are now routinely declared to be violence. That 
allows professors and students to rationalize their own act of violence 
or censorship. 


The most vivid example was recently seen at Hunter College, which is part of 
the CUNY system. Professor Shellyne Rodriguez recently was fired after 
holding a machete to the neck of a New York Post reporter and threatened to 
“chop you up.” However, Hunter College decided not to fire her over a prior 
incident in which she trashed a pro-life table run by students. 


Rodriguez spotted students with pro-life material at the college. She was 
captured on a videotape telling the students that “you’re not educating s-t [...] 
This is f-king propaganda. What are you going to do, like, anti-trans next? This is 
bulls-t. This is violent. You’re triggering my students.” Even after a remarkably 
polite student said that he was “sorry,” Rodriguez would have nothing of it. After 
all, espousing pro-life views is now “violence.” Rodriguez rejected the apology 
and declared “No you're not — because you can’t even have a f-king baby. So 
you don’t even know what that is. Get this s-t the f-k out of here.” 


Just a week earlier, a professor stopped another “violent” display of pro-life 
views in New York. Professor Renee Overdyke of the State University of New 
York at Albany shut down a pro-life display and then resisted arrest. 


At the University of California at Santa Barbara, feminist studies associate 
professor Mireille Miller Young criminally assaulted pro-life advocates on 
campus, and later pleaded guilty to the crime. She was defended by faculty and 
students, including many who said she was “triggered” by a pro-life display and 
that pro-life advocates were “terrorists” who did not deserve free speech. 


It is that easy. You simply declare opposing views “violent” and then 
you can justify your own violence as a matter of self-defense. 


The Colorado controversy does not involve acts of violence over misgendering. 
Moreover, the guide reflects a deep-felt concern that using someone’s pronouns 
incorrectly, even unintentionally, leads to “dysphoria, exclusion and alienation.” 
There are also some positive recommendations in dealing with these difficult 
situations. 


However, this is a university site and there are countervailing free speech costs 
to characterizing of opposing views on pronouns as violence. As have previously 
discussed how other countries are prosecuting those who “misgender.” Schools 
in the United States have promised disciplinary action against any misgendering 
despite some court cases ruling for faculty with opposing views on 


pronouns. Even passing out “he/his” candies can result in a university 
investigation. 


Conservative sites like Campus Reform have reported on the Colorado 
controversy and sought clarification. 


Universities are often presented with difficult countervailing interests. 
On one hand, it must maintain a welcoming and tolerant environment. 
On the other hand, it must protect free speech values, including the 
right to express unpopular views or values. 


Colorado students have every right to declare misgendering as violence in their 
eyes, even if many of us disagree. However, the university has an obligation to 
clearly establish that such views are not the policy or approach of the university 
itself. The site states “This information was created by students, for students. 
The university supports an inclusive environment.” It should state that “while 
the university supports an inclusive environment, the statements on this site are 
not official statements or policies of the university.” Otherwise, the university 
should address the free speech implications of declaring misgendering 
as a violent act. 


War, Russia, journal (things just keep 
escalating. Now these border attacks 
inside russia have become the norm) 


Russia Evacuates Children From 
Border Villages As Ukrainian 
Shelling Escalates 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 03:40 PM 

In what's now becoming an alarming pattern of cross-border escalation, multiple 
civilians were injured in Russia's Belgorod region, just kilometers from Ukraine, 


due to large-scale shelling on Wednesday, presumably from Ukrainian 
forces. 


Local governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said at least four people had been injured. 
He described that situation in the border town of Shebekino has 
been "deteriorating" due to the "massive strike" from Ukrainian forces. 


Censorship, government: 
“Obstructionist And Unacceptable’: 
House GOP To Hold FBI Director In 
Contempt Of Congress 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:40 PM 


Authored by Jackson Richman via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


FBI Director Christopher Wray has refused to comply with a May 30 
deadline to hand over a document alleging that then-Vice President Joe 
Biden and a foreign national were allegedly involved in a criminal 
scheme, announced House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R- 
Ky.) 


“Today, the FBI informed the committee that it will not provide the unclassified 
documents subpoenaed by the committee,” said Comer in a statement. “The 
FBI’s decision to stiff-arm Congress and hide this information from the 
American people is obstructionist and unacceptable.” 


War, Europe: US Kicks Kosovo Out Of 
Military Drills For Anti-Serb 
Escalation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 01:00 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The US ambassador to Kosovo, Jeffrey Hovenier, announced Tuesday that 
Washington was kicking Pristina out of the US-led Defender Europe 
military exercises over its treatment of the ethnic Serb population of northern 
Kosovo. 


The move was a punishment for Kosovo trying to forcibly install ethnic 
Albanian mayors in three Serb-majority towns. The mayors won office in 
elections that were boycotted by the Serbs, who have never accepted Kosovo's 
independence from Serbia, which was formally declared in 2008. 


Markets, inflation: Chicago PMI 
Unexpectedly Plummets, Longest 
‘Contraction’ Streak Since Lehman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 10:52 AM 
After the unexpected resurgence in April, Chicago PMI plunged in May from 48.6 


to 40.4 (against expectations of 47.3). That is the ninth straight month below 50 
(in contraction)... 
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Source: Bloomberg 


That is the longest streak of prints in 'contraction' since the Great 
Financial Crisis. 


Under the hood, none of the underlying drivers were higher MoM... 


e Prices paid rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e New orders fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Employment fell and the direction reversed; signaling contraction 
e Inventories fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Supplier deliveries rose at a slower pace; signaling expansion 

e Production fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 

e Order backlogs fell at a faster pace; signaling contraction 


This continues a trend of 'soft' survey data disappointing notably. 


Europe, inflation: UK Enters Worst 
Period Of Strikes Since Thatcher As 
Gov't Calls For Price Controls 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 09:50 AM 

The UK is headed for the second summer of strikes as the seemingly 
intractable cost-of-living crisis devastates household finances. British officials 
are so desperate to alleviate despair among Brits that they are considering 
drastic measures, such as implementing food price controls. 


Brits received the grim news on Tuesday as food prices remain at or near record 
levels. The British Retail Consortium (BRC) said annual food inflation eased from 
15.7% to 15.4% this month. However, the cost of store items, known as shop 
price inflation, increased to 9%, a new high for the index that dates back to 
2005. 


UK food inflation eased to 15.4% in May 


Annual food-price inflation 
16% 
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The Guardian reported the government is mulling over price caps for food, such 
as bread and milk, to alleviate household pain. 


In a note, Laura Suter, head of personal finance at stockbroker AJ Bell, told 
clients that Brits "are still wincing when their total comes up at the checkout... a 
weekly shop that cost £100 last year is now clocking in at £115." 


High inflation has led to households experiencing the sharpest fall in living 
standards since records began. This despair has led to widespread strikes as 
workers demand higher wages. 


Bloomberg warned, "Britain is heading into a second consecutive summer of 
train strikes this week as union bosses and ministers remain at loggerheads 
over pay and working conditions." 


A stunning chart by Bloomberg shows the economy has already lost 3.5 million 
days to strikes since last year, currently at levels not seen since the days of 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the late 1980s into the early 90s. 


Worst Period of Strikes Since Thatcher 


£ Days lost to strikes - 10 month period 
5M days lost 


1985 1990 1994 1998 2002 2006 2010 2014 2018 2023 


Sources: Office for National Statistics 


The next wave of strikes is expected to impact rail networks on Friday. 


Censorship: Under Macron, France 
Brings Back ‘Preventive 
Censorship’ After More Than 140 
Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Oliver Bault via Remix News, 


On May 9, French Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin asked the prefects 
throughout France to ban all events and protests organized by “the far 
right or the ultra-right.” In Paris alone, the police prefecture banned 
six such events last weekend, including a symposium organized by the 
Iliade Institute 


The symposium that was to take place on Sunday aimed to honor the memory 
of Dominique Venner, a historian who took his life exactly 10 years ago in the 
Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris as a “Sacrifice” to “break with the lethargy 
that is overwhelming us,” to “awaken slumbering consciences.” 


“I rebel against fate. | protest against poisons of the soul and the desires of 
invasive individuals to destroy the anchors of our identity, including the family, 
the intimate basis of our multi-millennial civilization,” he said in a message read 
after his death. 


In one of the six decisions taken by the police prefect in Paris last weekend to 
comply with the order of Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne’s government, an 
administrative court overturned the ban against a conference and a march 
organized by the royalist organization Action Francaise to commemorate Joan of 
Arc. It was thus allowed to proceed and did so without disrupting public order, 
just like in previous years. 


The organizers of the Iliade Institute’s symposium, however, were informed so 
late - less than 24 hours before their planned event - that it was impossible to 
obtain an interim measure in their favor by a court. Hence, when the persons 
invited to the symposium turned out at the venue rented out by the Iliade 
Institute in Paris, a police cordon barred their entry. 


Laurent Nunez, the police prefect of Paris, motivated the ban by stating in his 
decision that: “There is a serious risk that, on the occasion of this tribute, 
statements inciting hatred and discrimination against a group of people because 
of their origin or their membership or non-membership of an ethnic group, 
nation or religion will be made (...) of such a nature as to call into question 
national cohesion and the principles enshrined in the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man and the Citizen.” 


This is exactly what preventive censorship is about: Nothing has yet 
been done or said by the Iliade Institute or any participant to the 
banned symposium, but this might happen, so it should not take place 
at all. 


ee 


This type of censorship was previously eliminated in France with the 
1881 law on freedom of the press and up to now it was only re- 
established in times of war. 


However, in 2014 the president of the Conseil d’Etat, France’s top 
administrative court which is closely linked to the executive branch, as its 
judges are often rewarded for their services with top posts in ministries, created 
precedence by validating a ban against a show by Dieudonné M’Bala M’Bala, a 
French comic owing his African name to his father from Cameroon, who had 
been previously convicted several times of inciting racial hatred because of his 
anti-Zionist jokes, which were said to be anti-Semitic. 


But the May 9 decision by Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin goes even 
further because it targets organizations that have not necessarily been 
convicted in the past but belong to the “far right” or “ultra-right” in 
the eyes of French authorities. 


Darmanin made his decision after a march by some 500 young people dressed 
in black with Celtic crosses, often described as a neo-fascist symbol in France, 
took place on May 6 as it does every year - always legally and peacefully - to_ 
commemorate the death in 1994 of a young far-right activist who was fleeing 
the police during a banned protest. However, organizations like the Royalist 
Action Française or the identitarian Institut Iliade have no links with those 
marching on May 6. 


Even a very politically correct commentator like Jean-Yves Camus, who is often 
invited by the overwhelmingly left-leaning French mainstream media as an 
expert on the far right, expressed dismay at the Paris police prefect’s decision 


concerning the Iliade Institute: “There was no real risk, if any, of things getting 
out of hand,” he said, as “the Iliad’s conferences are filmed and posted on their 
website fairly quickly.” 


About the risk of racist remarks being heard at the Sunday symposium, 
Camus said that one could assume there is such a risk only “if talking 
about the Great Replacement is racist.” 


It was in fact a point made in the motives given in writing by the police prefect 
of Paris for his decision to ban the event: “This meeting is not a simple tribute 
event but rather ‘a celebration to continue the actions against the acceleration 
of the great Afro-Maghrebi replacement.'” The police prefect used quotation 
marks in this sentence as he attributed those words about “the great Afro- 
Maghrebi replacement” to the Iliade Institute, although its director, Jean-Yves Le 
Gallou, denied at a press conference those words came from his organization. 


The Iliade Institute also contested the assertion by the authorities that the 
Sunday symposium was a public event, as it was to be held in a privately leased 
venue for invited participants only. 


It looks as if the French authorities wanted to ban any discussion about 
the ongoing population replacement linked to ever-greater mass 
immigration, both legal and illegal, which a large majority of French 
citizens see as a cause for worry. 


Le Gallou, a former high-ranking civil servant, says this reflects a much wider 
political tendency: “The government is weakened by its policies that go contrary 
to the aspirations of the French, in particular on two major subjects: the massive 
immigration being distributed, little by little, in rural France... and the limitation 
of private property in relation to the development of wind power.” So the 
political leaders have only two solutions left, Le Gallou thinks: “massive 
propaganda and censorship. There are two forms of censorship, which are the 
direct censorship we have experienced and censorship by intimidation. This is 
what | call the ‘totalitarian pincer movement.'” 


The return of preventive censorship targeted at those who oppose mass 
immigration or defend conservative, patriotic values comes after President 
Emmanuel Macron acted through his Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin to ban_ 
the non-violent, law-abiding youth organization Generation Identity in 2021 for 
its peaceful protest actions against the lack of controls by authorities to stop the 
influx of illegal immigrants at France’s borders with Italy and Spain. 


The police prefect’s decision to ban the Iliade Institute’s symposium was 
preceded by an article published on the left-wing website Médiapart. It was 


written with information on the late historian Dominique Venner that could only 
have been leaked to the author by the authorities, so it seems that this 
publication was part of the authorities’ plot to ban the event. 


The article was published on Friday at 5 p.m. Only a few hours later, the police 
prefect decided to ban the event that was planned for Sunday at 3 p.m., but 
apparently his services waited until Saturday afternoon to inform the organizers 
about his decision so that they could not have the ban overturned in time by a 
judge. 


In the 2017 presidential campaign, which brought Emmanuel Macron to 
power, Médiapart was one of the two left-wing media portals that regularly 
received documents illegally leaked by the police and judicial authorities in the 
case mounted against center-right candidate Francois Fillon to derail his 
Campaign and make room for the heir of Socialist President Francois Hollande, 
i.e., his former special counselor for Europe and former Economy Minister 
Emmanuel Macron. 


So it appears the same media outlet is still being used by the executive 
power to attack its opponents in a very unconstitutional way, and one 
may wonder in this situation if France is still a full-fledged democracy. 


Media, government, censorship: 
Native American Tribe Demands 
Justice For Man Shot 38 Times By 
US Border Patrol Agents 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Allan Stein via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Yvonne Nevarez remembers her late uncle Raymond Mattia as a proud 
Tohono O’odham Nation member who always took a stand against 
injustice. 


spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas stands while Tera a sign with a picture of Ray 
Mattia, who was shot and killed by U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents 
on May 18, 2023. The photo was taken during a protest in front of the Ajo Border 
Patrol Station in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

He was a kind, respectful, peace-loving man, she said, making his shooting 
death by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agents even harder to 
accept. 


“Pm angry. | can’t believe it. | don’t want to believe it. Our lives will never 
be the same,” Nevarez said, struggling through tears. 


“He was like a dad to me. And now, he’s gone.” 


Family members say that on May 18, Mattia contacted tribal police to report 
illegal migrants trespassing on his property in Meneger’s Dam Village, a remote 
southern border community of the Tohono O’odham Nation reservation about 52 
miles from Ajo by car. 


During a brief encounter with CBP agents, family members say Mattia was shot 
approximately 38 times for reasons as yet unknown. 


“It was literally at his doorstep,” Nevarez told The Epoch Times at a protest 
gathering near the Ajo Border Patrol Station in Why, Arizona, on May 27. 


2 n >< Protesters at a 
rally for Ra ymond Mattia eh Paes at a passing Border Patrol vehicle in 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

Tribal members and supporters held another demonstration in Tucson on the 
same day. 


“We feel that how they took his life was unjust. There’s no justification 
for it,” Nevarez said. 


The family released a statement calling the shooting a “grievous” incident as “it 
is apparent what happened.” 


“Raymond called for help and, in turn, was shot down on his doorstep. 
Raymond's rights were violated by the authorities whom we trust to protect our 
Nation. Improper and unprofessional actions of the agencies involved were 
witnessed by family members present near the crime scene. 


“Loved ones sat in agony, not knowing of Raymond’s condition until they were 
told that he had passed away hours later. Raymond lay in front of his home for 
seven hours before a coroner from Tucson arrived. 


The statement added, “In our eyes and hearts, we believe Raymond was 
approached with excessive and deadly force that took his life. He was a father, 
brother, uncle, friend, and an involved community member. Raymond always 
fought for what was right, and he will continue to fight even after his death. This 


is not an isolated incident, but it should bring awareness of the oppression our 
people live through.” 


—————e = A nephew of 
Raymond Mattia holds a sign during a protest in Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. 
(Allan Stein/The Epoch Times) 

The family has launched a GoFundMe page to raise $10,000 in legal defense 
fees. 


So far, the effort has garnered $2,954. 


CBP Responds 


On May 22, CBP issued a statement detailing the events leading to Mattia’s 
death. 


The statement said that at 9:04 p.m., the U.S. Border Patrol Tuscon Sector 
Tactical Operations Center notified the Ajo station that the Tohono O’odham 
Nation Police Department had requested assistance responding to a report of 
shots fired near Mattia’s property. 


At least 10 CBP agents met with tribal police at the local recreation center to 
coordinate a joint response. 


At 9:32 p.m., a tribal police officer and several CBP agents arrived near Mattia’s 
residence and “spread out while searching for the man.” 


“The officer and agents encountered an individual approximately 103 meters 
(about 337 feet) northwest of their parked vehicles, outside a residence, at 
approximately 9:03 p.m.” 


At that point, Mattia allegedly “threw an object” at the police officer as 
they approached. 


The object landed “a few feet” from the officer. 


“Shortly after the individual threw the object, he abruptly extended his right 
arm away from his body, and three agents fired their service weapons, 
striking the individual several times.” 


“The individual fell to the ground, and the officer and agents slowly approached 
the man,” according to the statement. 


The statement made no mention of whether Mattia was armed or whether 
warnings were given before he was shot down. 


, 


4n unattended 
Why, Ariz., on May 27, 2023. (Allan 


sign with the image of Raymond Mattia in 
Stein/The Epoch Times) 


Resuscitation Efforts Fail 


Agents began administering CPR after they could not detect a pulse and 
requested emergency medical services. 


However, there was no air life evacuation available due to bad weather. The 
agents continued administering CPR without success. 


Mattia was pronounced dead at a Pima County hospital at 10:06 p.m. The 
medical examiner’s office took custody of the body pending an autopsy on May 
19, the statement added. 


The agents involved in the shooting will remain on administrative leave 
according to standard practice while authorities investigate the “use of deadly 
force.” 


“All three agents who discharged their weapons and seven additional 
agents activated their body-worn cameras during the incident.” 


The statement added the CBP is “committed to the expeditious release of the 
body-worn camera footage of this incident as soon as is appropriate to do so 
without impacting the ongoing law enforcement investigation.” 


The Tohono O’odham Police Department and FBI are currently investigating. 
CBP said the agency’s National Use of Force Review Board would review the 
incident following the investigation. 


Tohono O'odham police referred the matter to the department’s public 
information officer Matt Smith, who did not return a phone call or text 
requesting comment from The Epoch Times. 


At the May 27 protest in Why, family spokeswoman Ofelia Rivas said tribal 
members have reported many negative encounters with an “aggressive” Border 
Patrol in the past. 


“This has been going on for quite a while,” Rivas told The Epoch Times. “The 
Border Patrol claims to have supreme authority on the reservation.” 


Read more here... 


Energy, planet, war: Canadian Oil 
And Gas Producers Restart 
Production As Wildfires Abate 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


By Michael Kern of Qilprice.com 


Canadian oil and gas producer Crescent Point Energy Corp on Monday said it 
had brought back online full production volumes at its operations in the Kaybob 
Duvernay play that were shut in due to the wildfires in Alberta in the past few 
weeks. 


Several other operators in Alberta have also resumed partial production after 
rainfalls helped stop some of the wildfires in recent days. 


Following a brief respite in the middle of May, the wildfires in Alberta began 
raging again last week as temperatures rose, threatening the oil sands 
operations in the province and forcing operators to shut in oil and gas 
production. 


Earlier this month, the wildfires in Canada resulted in the shut-in of 319,000 
barrels of oil equivalent per day (boepd) from the country’s oil and natural gas 


production or 3.7% of all output. 
Most of those shut-ins and subsequent resumption of production concerned gas 


output early this month, but as the situation with wildfires in Northern Alberta 
deteriorated, the oil sands production was threatened. 


Rystad Energy has warned that nearly 2.7 million barrels per day of Alberta oil 
sands production is in “very high” or “extreme” wildfire danger rating zones in 
the month of May. 


But at the end of last week, heavy rains helped the situation, and operators 
started restoring part of the previously shut-in production. 


Crescent Point Energy said today it had brought back on stream the full 45,000 
boe/d of Kaybob Duvernay production previously shut-in due to the Alberta 
wildfires. 


Last week, Chevron Canada said it had safely resumed partial operations in the 
Kaybob Duvernay outside the active fire area, although it continues to monitor 
the evolving wildfire situation in Northern Alberta. 


Obsidian Energy said it had restored 5,650 boe/d of operated and non-operated 
production that was temporarily shut in due to wildfires, evacuation orders, and 
third-party constraints in Peace River and Pembina. 


War, Europe: US Flexes With Low B- 
1 Bomber Flyover As Balkan 
Tensions Boll 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 09:00 PM 

At a moment tensions are on edge in the Balkans over a fresh crisis between the 
Serbian minority of northern Kosovo and ethnic Albanians, which over the 
weekend saw dozens of NATO peacekeeping forces injured while trying to quell 
fierce protests, the United States decided it was time for some muscle- 
flexing. 


Two US Air Force B-1B Lancer bomber aircraft conducted a low flyover 
of Sarajevo and other cities in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) on 
Tuesday. It had been pre-announced at the start of this week and described as 


"a sign of the strong partnership between the United States and the Armed 
Forces of BiH, according to a statement in the English language news 

portal Sarajevo Times. A US Air Forces statement cited in the publication said it 
would serve further as a sign of the "permanent dedication of the US to the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and multi-ethnic nature of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina." 


Tom Fowdy @ 
@Tom_Fowdy 


NATO brutality. Pointing fingers at Russia while casually reminding 
Serbia that they're happy to carpet bomb the place. 


© OSINTdefender @ @sentdefender - 2h 

2 U.S. Air Force B-1B Heavy Bombers launched from RAF Fairford in the 
Southern U.K. flew low over the the Bosnian Capital of Sarajevo today in a 
“Show of Strong Partnership” between the U.S. Military and the Armed Forces 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


Show this thread 


Censorship, media: Groom And 
Doom: Target Shares Mark Longest 
Losing Streak In Almost 5 Years 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


12.8 billion (and counting) reasons to re-think hiring and marketing practices? 


Shares of retailer Target fell as much a 3.8% on Tuesday, extending losses to 
an eighth session which brought the company's share price to its lowest 
intraday level since August 2020. 


Shares had gotten a brief respite following earnings on May 17, only to decline 
each session since as controversy continued to mount over the company's 
transgender-themed clothing for children. 
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And in fact, if Target is down again tomorrow, this will be the longest losing 
streak since the DotCom collapse... 


Feb Target Stock 
i 2000 Consecutive Down Days 
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Target's Market Cap, meanwhile, has dropped by $12.5 billion in the last 8 
days - the biggest plunge since COVID lockdowns in Q2, 2020. 


BE Target Corp - Current Market Cap 61.7526 
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2023 


In response to the backlash, Target reportedly removed controversial LGBT- 
themed products at some stores across the South and rural America ahead of 
June Pride month to avoid further backlash. Some products ranged from "tuck- 
friendly" swimsuits for transgender people to gender-fluid coffee mugs. The 
insider said the reasoning behind such an abrupt move is "to avoid the kind of 
backlash Bud Light has received in recent weeks." 
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Tuck- Friendly 


Extra © 
Construction a Crotch 


Coverage 


More recently, Fox News reported that Target's VP of marketing, Carlos 
Saavedra, is a treasurer for an organization pushing a transgender 


agenda in schools. 


Finally, given BUD's dramatic underperformance of TAP since "the Mulvaney 
incident", we wonder how long before corporates learn that profits (and their 
jobs) trump virtue-signaling to a tiny minority of America. 
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At some point the pendulum swings back. 


censorship: McCarthy Threatens To 
Hold FBI Director In Contempt Over 
Stonewalled Biden Evidence 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:45 PM 

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) on Tuesday threatened to hold FBI 
Director Christopher Wray in contempt if the agency continues to shelter 
the Biden family from congressional investigators seeking key documents. 


Wray has until end of day Tuesday to produce several FD-1023 forms - records 
of interactions with confidential sources - from June 2020, which contain the 
word "Biden." The forms were requested by House Oversight Chairman James 
Comer (R-KY) after he issued a subpoena to compel the agency to produce the 
forms. 


"So let me not just tell you. Let me tell Director Christopher Wray, right here, 
right now: If he misses the deadline today, | am prepared to move contempt 
charges in Congress against him," McCarthy told Fox News on Tuesday. 


Censorship: "We Have A Captive 
Audience": Boston University To 
Require Students Take Social 
Justice Writing Courses 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:25 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


Boston University recently made a new announcement that has rekindled 
concerns over the rising orthodoxy in our institutions of higher education. The 
University issued new guidelines for its mandatory writing program 
that will require all students to write papers with a “social justice 
emphasis” as a condition for graduation. The key faculty organizers 
celebrated the new policy and the hiring of non-white instructors as 
guaranteeing social justice results by making students a “captive audience” with 
no choice in the matter. 


OF 
MOFOBIA 


PENNA — 
Student will now have to choose among such choices as “Linguistic 
Justice...Who Cares?: Domestic Labor and the Commodification of 
Care,” “Asians Are People of Color: Exploring the Controversy and 
Identity Politics,” “Deconstructing Narratives: Stories of Race and 


Racism in American Cultural Memory” and “Writing Environmental 
Justice.” 


War, journal, Russia: Major Drone 
Attack On Moscow Damages 
Several Apartment Buildings 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 04:15 PM 


A major Tuesday morning drone attack has damaged buildings in the Russian 
capital of Moscow, which the Kremlin has swiftly blamed on Ukraine. It's being 
widely described as the first attack to hit the capital's civilian areas. 


Moscow Mayor Sergey Sobyanin said that multiple buildings sustained minor 
damage, but there have been no reports of fatalities after eight drones were 
inbound in the attack. "The Kiev regime launched a terrorist attack with 
unmanned aerial vehicles on targets in the city of Moscow," the Russian 
Defense Ministry (MoD) said. 


So basically no more mr. nice guy. 
If they can just remove prosecutors 
for not enforcing certain laws, they 
can control who enforces they 
laws, and not the people. This will 
allow the government to 
implement any law that they want. 


Texas Lawmakers Pass Bill Allowing 
Removal Of 'Rogue' Prosecutors 
Who Fail To Enforce Laws 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 01:10 PM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


The Texas Legislature passed a bill on May 28 that could pave the way 
for locally elected prosecutors to be removed from office for misconduct if they 
fail to enforce certain laws. 


House Bill 17 (pdf) was introduced by Republican state Sen. Joan Huffman earlier 
this year and it passed the Senate Sunday in a 20-11 vote after passing both 
legislative houses in April. 


It now heads to Gov. Greg Abbott’s desk to be signed into law. 


Under the legislation, Texas residents who have lived in a county for at least six 
months may file a petition against a prosecuting attorney accusing them 

of misconduct if the top local prosecutor fails to “prosecute a class or 
type of criminal offense under state law,” or if they instruct law 
enforcement to “refuse to arrest individuals suspected of committing a 
class or type of offense under state law.” 


The legislation defines a prosecuting attorney as a district or county attorney 
with criminal jurisdiction, while misconduct is defined as “intentional, unlawful 
behavior relating to official duties by an officer entrusted with the administration 
of justice or the execution of the law.” 


According to the legislation, a public statement from the prosecuting attorney 
stating that they plan to adopt or enforce a policy in which they fail to enforce 
certain laws “creates a rebuttable presumption that the prosecuting 
attorney committed official misconduct,” and means they can face a 
removal trial for official misconduct. 


The legislation also removes pretrial “diversion programs” which allow 
for conditional dismissals of cases when permissible under state law. 


Abortions, Thefts Divide Prosecutors 


If found guilty, a judge may order the attorney’s removal, according to the bill’s 
text. Once removed, Abbott can appoint a prosecutor’s successor until the next 
election. 


“On receiving a petition for removal of a prosecuting attorney ... the presiding 
judge of the administrative judicial region shall assign a district court judge of a 
judicial district that does not include the county in which the petition was filed to 
conduct the removal proceedings,” the bill states. 


The legislation comes after a group of attorneys nationwide, including five from 
Texas, signed an open letter (pdf) stating that they would refuse to prosecute 
any cases that criminalize abortion in the wake of the Supreme Court’s decision 
overturning Roe v. Wade in June 2022. 


Under Texas law, abortion is a felony, except in cases where the mother is 
suffering from a “life-threatening physical condition” or there is “a serious risk of 
substantial impairment of a major bodily function.” 


Some prosecutors, including Dallas District Attorney John Creuzot, have 

also said they do not plan to pursue charges of low-level thefts, such as those 
involving personal items under $750 that are stolen out of “necessity,” or first- 
time marijuana offenses. 


“Unfortunately, certain Texas prosecutors have joined a trend of adopting 
internal policies refusing to prosecute particular laws,” Huffman said at a 
committee hearing in April. 


“These actions set a dangerous precedent and severely undermine the authority 
of the Legislature.” 


Elsewhere, Republican state Rep. David Cook, who introduced the House version 
of the bill, has said the legislation is needed to “reign in rogue district attorneys” 
and remove politics from prosecution. 


Democrats Oppose Legislation 


Speaking to The Dallas Morning News in April, the GOP lawmaker said HB17 
“makes it crystal clear the rule of law must be respected and enforced 
in Texas.” 


“I support prosecutorial discretion and know it is a central element of our 
criminal justice system,” Cook added. 


In a statement on May 19, the Texas Senate GOP said the bill will ensure 
prosecuting attorneys follow the law and “not their political agenda.” 


However, Democrats and civil rights groups in the state have argued 
that the bill is unconstitutional. 


Texas state Rep. Ana-Maria Ramos, a Democrat, voiced opposition to the bill 
earlier this month during a hearing on the legislation. 


“It is very Clear what Texans are saying: They want to choose who their district 
attorney is,” Ramos said. 


“What they don’t want is a grandstanding legislator to say ‘no, we are not going 
to allow you to have this ... voice.'” 


Elsewhere, state Sen. Sarah Eckhardt, a Democrat from Austin, said the bill 
amounted to a violation of the state’s separation of powers, calling it “one 
piece to an unsettling pattern of top-down power-grabbing.” 


“Tools like prosecutorial discretion are critical—especially in a state 
like Texas, where our local district attorneys are directly elected by the 
people,” Eckhardt said. 


Russia, Europe, war: 


Alleged Russian 'Spy' Whale 
Reappears Off Sweden's Coast 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 12:10 PM 

A harness-wearing Beluga whale discovered in Norway's far northern region of 
Finnmark in 2019 has reappeared off Sweden's coast. It's believed the Russian 
military trained the whale. 


ee Navy Beluga Whale 
www. hisutton,com 


Sebastian Strand, a marine biologist with the OneWhale organization, a group 
that tracks the beluga whale named "Hvaldimir," said he was recently spotted in 
Hunnebostrand, off Sweden's southwestern coast. 


"We don't know why he has sped up so fast right now," especially since he is 
moving "very quickly away from his natural environment," Strand told AFP 


News. 


The last recorded location of Hvaldimir. 
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Strand said the whale is estimated to be 13-14 years old and is "at an age where 
his hormones are very high." 


"It could be hormones driving him to find a mate. Or it could be loneliness as 
Belugas are a very social species -- it could be that he's searching for other 
Beluga whales," he said. 


Hvaldimir is thought to be a former intelligence asset for the Russians. When 
first observed in 2019 by fishermen, they found he was wearing a harness with 
"Equipment of St. Petersburg" printed on it. 


Russia's Defense Ministry has denied the alleged spy whale belongs to them. 
However, Russia and the US have used marine mammals, including beluga 
whales, for decades for various underwater tasks, such as finding underwater 
mines. 


And perhaps the use of spy whales and other marine mammals is being phased 
out as militaries worldwide are quickly modernizing their forces with undersea 
drones. 


Vaccine, censorship: Over 300 COVID- 
19 Papers Withdrawn For Not 
Meeting Standards Of Scientific 
Soundness 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 08:45 AM 


Authored by Jessie Zhang via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Research journals have withdrawn well over 300 articles on COVID-19 
due to compromised ethical standards and concerns about the 
publications’ scientific validity. 


WA scientist uses 


a microscope to look at cells containing the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 at the 
Stabilitech laboratory in Burgess Hill south east England on May 15, 2020. (Ben 
Stansall/Getty Images) 

Retraction Watch has provided a running list of withdrawn papers on COVID-19 
ranging from “Acute kidney injury associated with COVID-19” to “Can Your Al 
Differentiate Cats from COVID-19?” 


A total of 330 research papers have currently been retracted. 


During the pandemic, researchers have compromised on ethical standards and 
tried to either get more publications approved or to take shortcuts around 
ethics, senior researcher Gunnveig Gr@deland at the Institute of Immunology at 
the University of Oslo says, after going through the list of articles that have 
been withdrawn, and the reasons for some of them. 


il $ Hundreds of 
papers on COVID-19 that did not meet standards of editorial and scientific 
soundness have been removed. (Kena Betancur/Getty Images) 

While it is quite natural for some articles to be updated or changed to be 
published in a different form, some have been retracted because the 
researchers did not obtain informed consent during the research. 


“It will, of course, be withdrawn when it is found that ethical guidelines have 
been breached,” Grødeland told Khrono, a Norwegian higher education and 
research newspaper. 


She pointed out that other articles have been withdrawn after the editors 
noticed that the strategies the papers mentioned were giving the 
wrong impression in the media of being recommended as actual treatment 
or prevention of COVID-19. 


She said these sorts of articles had to be withdrawn as they claimed things that 
neither the authors of the articles nor their institutions could vouch for. 


In addition, some studies did not include a large enough sample size. 


When more subjects were included, the researchers could no longer maintain 
the same conclusions they made earlier about the effect of the drugs. 


“A Little Out of Hand” 


Grødeland said that part of the reason this happened during the pandemic was 
that relatively more people suddenly started conducting research on a topic 
they really knew relatively little about. 


Even prestigious journals such as the Lancet were publishing those articles. 


One of Lancet’s studies even caused both the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the national government to stop the 
comprehensive testing of hydroxychloroquine’s effectiveness against 
COVID-19. 


The extensive Lancet study, allegedly based on research fraud, said that the 
drug increased the risk of heart arrhythmia and mortality for COVID-19 patients. 


Read more here... 


Planet, sanctions, war: May18 


The Looming El Nino 
Could Cost the World 
Trilllons of Dollars 


Warming waters in the Pacific can trigger droughts, 
wildfires, and extreme rainfall around the world, 
potentially leading to $3 trillion in losses in the 
coming years. 
wireddotcom/story/the-looming-el-nino-could-cost- 
the-world-trillions-of-dollars/ 


Watch: Fierce Serb-Kosovo Clashes 
Leave Dozens Of NATO Troops 
Injured 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 05:15 AM 


Unrest has been ongoing for days in Serbian minority regions of northern Kosovo 
after controversial municipal elections resulted in ethnic Albanian mayors being 
installed in Serb-dominant communities. But what started as clashes between 
ethnic Serbs and Kosovo police has spiraled into violence as NATO troops 
have struggled to crackdown on raging protests. 


Game Over For Turkey As Net 
Reserves Turn Negative, Morgan 
Stanley Sees Lira Collapsing 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


One week ago, when the Turkish Lira first tumbled below 20 against the USD, 
we warned that much more pain was in stock based on a rather dire analysis by 


Goldman of the central bank's reserve position, a much more ominous factor for 
the coming currency collapse then Erdogan's reelection. 


Since then it's gone from bad to worse, with Reuters also jumping on the bearish 
lira bandwagon and reporting that the Turkish central bank's net forex 
reserves dropped into negative territory for the first time since 2002, 
standing at $-151.3 million on May 19, as the bank - following Erdogan's 
strict orders - scrambled to counter demand for hard currencies (USD, gold, 
crypto) ahead of Sunday's runoff vote. 


Forex demand in Turkey surged to record levels ahead of May 14 on companies’ 
and individuals' expectations that the lira, which lost 44% in 2021 and 30% in 
2022, will plunge after the vote (spoiler alert: those fears have been justified). 


Turkey Central Bank Net Reserves | 
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zerohedgedotcom/markets/game-over-turkey-net-reserves-turn-negative-morgan- 
stanley-sees-lira-collapsing 


readlater, stats, journal: Mapping U.S. 
Urbanization, by State 


https://www.visualcapitalist.com/ 
sp/mapping-us-urbanization-by- 
State/ 


Court, censorship, tech: Supreme 
Court Rules In Favor of Twitter, 


Google, Facebook In Liability Case 
Over User-Posted Content 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 11:20 PM 


Authored by Matthew Vadum via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


The Supreme Court unanimously sided with Twitter, Google, and 
Facebook, finding in a pair of decisions on May 18 that the Silicon 
Valley giants are shielded from liability for content posted by users. 


Big Tech and its supporters had been deeply concerned that the court could 
eviscerate Section 230 of the federal Communications Decency Act of 1996, 
which generally prevents internet platforms and internet service providers from 
being held liable for what users say on them. They say the legal 

provision, sometimes called “the 26 words that created the internet,” has 
fostered a climate online in which free speech has flourished. 


Both President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump have attacked 
Section 230, calling for it to be repealed, but in the twin rulings, the Supreme 
Court sidestepped the Section 230 issue, much to the relief of the tech 
companies. 


During oral arguments on Feb. 21, the justices struggled over the extent to 
which social media platforms should be held liable when terrorist 
groups use the platforms to promote their cause. 


Thomas wrote that the plaintiffs sought to hold Twitter, Facebook, and Google 
“liable for the terrorist attack that allegedly injured them,” but the court 
concluded that “plaintiffs’ allegations are insufficient to establish that these 
defendants aided and abetted ISIS in carrying out the relevant attack.” 


Stats, energy, planet: “According to Statista Consumer Insights, 73 percent of 
American commuters use their own car to move between home and 
work, making it by far the most popular mode of transportation. Meanwhile, only 
13 percent of the 7,649 respondents use public transportation while 11 percent ride 
their bike.” 


Cars Still Dominate The American 
Commute 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 09:40 PM 


War: US Hawks Want Iron Dome 
For Ukraine, But It Would Be 
Ineffective 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 07:40 PM 


Israel has long rejected the idea of sending its Iron Dome missile defense 
systems to Ukraine, despite the pleadings of Zelensky and his officials. After all, 
the Iron Dome has been busy of late given recent missile barrages out of Gaza 
amid the flare-up in fighting. 


But the Pentagon has signaled it could be prepared to ship its own Israeli-made 
lron Dome systems, after earlier sending Patriot missile systems, the latter 
which may or may not be effective given Russia is now seeking to overwhelm 
Ukraine's defenses. 


Tech, ai: Apple Bans ChatGPT Use 
By Employees Over Fears Of Data 
Leaks 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2023 - 01:45 PM 


Authored by Savannah Fortis via CoinTelegraph,com, 


An internal document from the tech giant said that while it develops its 
own Al technology, employee usage of outside Al chatbots will be 
restricted... 


Stats: Post-9/11 US Conflicts Killed 
Over 4.5 Million People: Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Brett Wilkins via Common Dreams, 


The post-9/11 War on Terror may have caused at least 4.5 million deaths in 
around half a dozen countries, according to a report published Monday by 
the preeminent academic institution studying the costs, casualties, and 
consequences of a war in which U.S. bombs and bullets are still killing and 


wounding people in multiple nations. 


The new report from the Costs of War Project at Brown University’s Watson 
Institute for International and Public Affairs shows “how death outlives 
war” by examining people killed indirectly by the War on Terror in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, Pakistan, Somalia, Syria, and Yemen. 


Middle east, war: Assad Arrives To 
Red Carpet Treatment In Saudi 
Arabia, Historic 1st Since War 
Began 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 06:20 PM 


These are images that Washington never wanted world to behold, following 
more than a decade-long regime change proxy war aimed at Damascus... 


Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has in a historic visit arrived in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia on Thursday in his presidential plane. 


Media, migrant: New York Town 
Declares State Of Emergency 
Banning Hotels, Facilities From 
Housing Immigrants 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 10:50 AM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times, 


Riverhead in Suffolk County, New York, declared a state of emergency 
on May 16 in an effort to prevent an influx of illegal immigrants from 
being sent to the small town following the expiration of Title 42. 


Markets: Disney Abandons Billion- 
Dollar Florida Development Plan, 
Shutters 'Galactic Starcruiser' 
Hotel Amid DeSantis Suit 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 04:40 PM 


Disney is pulling the plug on a $1 billion development in Orlando 
Florida amid a fierce dispute with Governor Ron DeSantis (D). The complex 
would have brought in over 2,000 jobs to the region, with an average salary of 
$120,000, according to the NY Times, citing an estimate from the Florida 
Department of Economic Opportunity. 


The project, known as the Lake Nona Town Center, was supposed to 
involve the relocation of more than 1,000 employees from Southern 
California, including most of a department known as Imagineering, which works 
with Disney’s movie studios to develop theme park attractions. Most of the 
affected employees complained bitterly about having to move — some quit — 
but Disney largely held firm, partly because of a Florida tax credit that would 
have allowed the company to recoup as much as $570 million over 20 
years for building and occupying the complex. -NY Times 


China, war, Europe: Ukraine Tells 
China Envoy It Will Not Cede 
Territory Or Accept 'Freeze' 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 02:45 PM 


This week Ukraine’s foreign minister met with China’s special envoy to Kyiv, Li 
Hui, to discuss Beijing's as well as Ukraine's respective peace plans. FM Dmytro 


Kuleba emphasized in the meeting that Ukraine would not accept any 
scenario which results in ceding territory to the Russians. 


"Ukraine does not accept any proposals that would involve the loss of its 
territories or the freezing of the conflict," Kuleba said, reiterating Zelensky's 
longtime demand that Russian forces must withdraw from all Ukrainian territory 
before peace talks can begin. Peace depends on "respect of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine," he stressed. 


Censorship, government, tech: 
Unprecedented: Montana Gov Bans 
TikTok - First Amendment Battle 
Looms 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 01:25 PM 


Montana Republican Governor Greg Gianforte on Wednesday signed into law a 
statewide ban on the enormously popular short-form video app, TikTok, which 
Beijing-based ByteDance owns. The platform has been accused of being a 
potential conduit for data that the Chinese government could use to 
spread misinformation. 


"The Chinese Communist Party using TikTok to spy on Americans, 
violate their privacy, and collect their personal, private, and sensitive 
information is well-documented," said Gianforte in a statement. 


"Today, Montana takes the most decisive action of any state to protect 
Montanans' private data and sensitive personal information from being 
harvested by the Chinese Communist Party," the governor said. 


Last month, the bill titled SB419 was approved in the Montana House of 
Representatives, with a vote of 54-43. Following this, it was sent to his desk for 
signature. 


Russian Train Derailed In Crimea 
Due To Sabotage 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 12:45 PM 

Another Russian train derailment has occurred, this time in Crimea on Thursday, 
in what a number of Russian sources are describing as an act of sabotage. 


Crimean Railways said in a statement that the disaster was caused 

by "interference from outside persons" - however there was no specific 
mention of the exact sabotage event in the initial press release, whether a blast 
or vandalism of the tracks. 


Russia, war: In Russia's 9th Large 
Missile Attack Wave This Month, 
Ukraine Claims Majority 
Intercepted 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 12:10 PM 


As we detailed previously, a large wave of Russian missiles targeted cities 
across Ukraine Wednesday night, it what appears an ongoing attempt 
to overwhelm Ukraine's anti-air defenses. 


By Thursday morning it was confirmed that at least 30 cruise missile were 
launched against Ukraine in the overnight hours, resulting in one person killed 
and at least two wounded. But Ukrainian authorities are once again claiming to 


have shot down the vast majority of inbound missiles, with Ukraine's air force 
saying in a statement that 29 out of 30 of the missiles were intercepted. 


BBC and others have tallied that this is the ninth large wave of missile 
attacks launched by Russia this month alone. But the report notes that 
Ukraine has also been shooting down more, also just after deploying US Patriot 
missile systems - at least one of which has already been struck by the Russians. 


Markets, inflation: Epic Collapse Of 
Egg Prices Shown In One Chart 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 08:45 AM 

Throughout most of 2022, consumers were left aghast in supermarkets at the soaring 
cost of eggs. However, since the end of December, prices have crashed, providing 
much-needed relief to cash-strapped consumers battered by two years of negative real 
wage growth. 


We first identified the reversal in egg prices in a Feb. 8 note titled_“We've Got Great 
News: Wholesale Egg Prices "Collapse"". This was followed by “Egg Prices Finally Fall 


After Months Of Non-Stop Price Spikes" in March and "“Eggflation Ends With Cal-Maine 
Shares Down The Most Since 2008" in April. 


Now new data from Urner Barry, a market research firm that tracks wholesale food 
prices, shows its Urner Barry Egg Index continues to plunge. Since peaking at $4.65 per 
dozen on Dec. 19, wholesale prices are now at .49. 


Media: Bud Light Sales Crash 
“Getting Much Worse" In Latest 
Week Since Dylan Mulvaney Fiasco 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 08:20 AM 


Authored by Tom Ozimek via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


The latest industry figures show that Bud Light’s sales slump deepened 
into May as the fallout from the brand’s engagement with transgender 
influencer Dylan Mulvaney continues to hammer Bud Light’s bottom 
line. 


LinkedIn Bans Journalist For 
Mentioning Durham Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Submitted by Ben Sellers via Headline USA, 


Under the pretense of being a career-builder site, Microsoft-owned LinkedIn 
has flown largely below radar, but it may now be one of the most 
egregious social-media offenders in terms of practicing anti- 
conservative bias and censorship. 


Spying, censorship: Global spying will continue 


unabated. The NSA’s massive surveillance network, what the Washington 

Post refers to as a $500 billion “espionage empire,” will continue to span the 
globe and target every single person on the planet who uses a phone ora 
computer. The NSA’s Echelon program intercepts and analyzes virtually every 
phone call, fax and email message sent anywhere in the world. In addition to 
carrying out domestic surveillance on peaceful political groups such as Amnesty 
International, Greenpeace and several religious groups, Echelon has also been a 
keystone to the government’s attempts at political and corporate espionage.” 
John & Nisha Whitehead 

May 16, 2023 

rutherforddotorg/publications resources/john_whiteheads commentary/ 
business as usual shutdown_or_not_the_ police state will continue to flourish 


Censorship, government: Marjorie 
Taylor Greene Introduces Articles 
Of Impeachment Against FBI 
Director Chris Wray 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


Authored by Joseph Lord via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) has introduced articles of 
impeachment against Federal Bureau of Investigation Director 
Christopher Wray. 


“Director Wray has failed to uphold his oath and has instead overseen a 
denigration of the principles of our democratic republic by utilizing the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation as a Federal police force to punish or intimidate anyone 
who questions or opposes the current regime,” Greene wrote in the articles of 
impeachment. 


Pipeline, Russia, Europe: Druzhba 
pipeline 
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On 18 December 1958, the 10th session of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
(Comecon), held in Prague, adopted a decision and an agreement was signed on 
construction of a trunk crude oil pipeline from the USSR into 

Poland, Czechoslovakia, GDR and Hungary.” The construction of the initially proposed 
5,327 kilometres (3,310 mi) long pipeline commenced in 1960." Each country was to 
supply all necessary construction materials, machinery and equipment. Czechoslovakia 
received first oil in 1962, Hungary in September 1963, Poland in November 1963, and 
the GDR in December 1963. The whole pipeline was put into operation in October 1964. 
The first oil pumped through the Druzhba pipeline originated from the oil fields 

in Tatarstan and Samara (Kuybyshev) Oblast. In the 1970s, the Druzhba pipeline system 
was further enlarged with the construction of geographically parallel lines. 


Druzhba pipeline - Wikipedia 


Narrative, vaccine: Leaked Pentagon 
Report Forensically Dismantles 
Fauci-Led Natural Origin Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Hans Mahncke via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Researchers at the Department of Defense wrote a 

devastating takedown of the Proximal Origin study, which was used by 
Dr. Anthony Fauci as proof that the COVID-19 virus had come from 
nature. 


The takedown, dated May 26, 2020, was written in the form of a working paper 
called “Critical analysis of Andersen et al. The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-2.” It 
was authored by Commander Jean-Paul! Chretien, a Navy doctor working at the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, and Dr. Robert Cutlip, a research 
scientist at the Defense Intelligence Agency. The paper came to light on May 15, 
when it was leaked to the public via virus origins search 

group DRASTIC (Decentralized Radical Autonomous Search Team Investigating 
COVID-19). 


The working paper forensically dismantles the natural origin case made 
in Proximal Origin and concludes, “The arguments that Andersen et al. use 
to support a natural-origin scenario for SARS-CoV-2 are based not on 
scientific analysis, but on unwarranted assumptions.” 


The existence of this internal Pentagon paper is crucial, as it proves 
that government officials were well aware in the early months of the 
pandemic that there was no evidence in support of a natural origin of 
the COVID-19 virus. Additionally, given the crushing discrediting of Proximal 
Origin, Pentagon officials would also have been aware of Fauci’s efforts to seed 
a false narrative about the origin of COVID-19. 


Proximal Origin was initially conceived by Fauci during a secret 
teleconference held on Feb. 1, 2020. The ostensible purpose of the 
teleconference was to deflect attention from a possible lab origin of COVID-19 
and to shift the focus to a natural origin theory. Fauci directed a number of 
scientists, led by Kristian Andersen of Scripps Research and Robert Garry of 
Tulane Medical School, to pen a study that could be used to discredit the lab 
leak theory. Despite being directly involved in the inception of the paper, as well 
as in shaping its arguments, Fauci’s role was concealed from the public. 
Fauci later bestowed Andersen and Garry with lavish taxpayer-funded 
grants. 


The defects in Proximal Origin were immediately noticed by reviewers 
at science journal Nature. This fact only became known late last year from 
emails obtained via the Freedom of Information Act by independent journalist 
Jimmy Tobias. However, with the help of Jeremy Farrar, who now is the chief 
scientist of the World Health Organization and who had helped Fauci shape the 
natural origin narrative, Proximal Origin was accepted for publication in Nature 
Medicine on March 17, 2020. It boldly concluded that no “laboratory-based 
scenario is plausible.” 


On April 17, 2020, President Donald Trump confirmed that the COVID- 
19 pandemic likely started in a Wuhan laboratory in China. On the same 


day, while attending a White House press conference, Fauci 

categorically dismissed the possibility of a lab origin of COVID-19, citing 
Proximal Origin as corroboration. Fauci feigned independence, telling reporters 
that he could not recall the names of the authors. What was not known at the 
time was that Fauci not only knew the authors well, but had personally led the 
effort to have Proximal Origin written. 


Proximal Origin became the media’s go-to natural origin authority, repeating 
Fauci’s claim that the paper provided dispositive proof that COVID-19 had come 
out of nature. It also became the most-read article on COVID-19 and one of the 
most cited academic papers of all time. 


Yet, while the public was being told by Fauci and the media that Proximal Origin 
had settled the origin debate, Pentagon researchers came to a very different 
conclusion. 


Chretien and Cutlip found that COVID-19’s features, which Proximal Origin ascribed 
to natural evolution, were actually “consistent with another scenario: that SARS- 
CoV-2 was developed in a laboratory, by methods that leading coronavirus 
researchers commonly use to investigate how the viruses infect cells and cause 
disease, assess the potential for animal coronaviruses to jump to humans, and 
develop drugs and vaccines.” 


Middle east, Erdogan: US & Syria 
Have Been Holding Secret Talks In 
Oman 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 09:20 PM 


Via The Cradle 


A senior diplomatic official in the Arab League has revealed exclusively to The 
Cradle that secret, direct negotiations are currently taking place between the US 
and Syrian governments. 


The diplomat, who revealed the information under the condition of anonymity, 
said that “the talks took place in the Omani capital Muscat, ‘the city of 
secret negotiations’ between Washington and several nations in West 
Asia.” He also pointed out that the “meetings included security figures from 
both countries and representatives of foreign Ministries.” 


During the talks, Syrian officials mainly pressed for the complete 
withdrawal of US occupation troops from the country. According to 
field sources that spoke with The Cradle, around 2,000 American 
military personnel are present at any given time in Syrian territory 
across 22 US bases - a figure higher than the Pentagon’s official count 


of 900 troops. 


Censorship, government: FBI Audit 
Reveals 8,000 Unjustified Searches 
Of Americans' Communications 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Lawrence Wilson via The Epoch Times, 


The FBI conducted thousands of queries on digital data collected on 
U.S. citizens in 2021 and 2022 despite having no warrant and no 
justification under the FBI’s own rules, according to an internal report 
released on May 10. 


The audit, conducted by the FBI Office of Internal Auditing (OIA), was 
intended to examine the agency’s compliance with rules for querying 
data the government routinely collects on U.S. citizens under Section 


702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (FISA). 


Ai: Wendy's Plans New 
Underground Delivery System for 
Mobile Orders 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 07:00 PM 


Fast food chain Wendy's is testing new technology to automate its stores. This is 
more bad news for human workers as automation and artificial intelligence 
invade the fast food industry. 


Wendy's announced a new partnership with Pipedream, a hyper logistics 
company, to pilot-test the first underground autonomous robot system that will 
allow food from the kitchen to be sent to designated parking spots via an 
underground network of pipes. 


Media: Another Disney World 
Brawl: Guest Conduct Mirrors 
Company's and Society's Decay 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 05:40 PM 


Once quintessential family-friendly environments, Walt Disney 
amusement parks now mirror down-market food joints in featuring the 
basest displays of godawful human behavior. 


To put it another way, Mickey Mouse is fast gaining on his rodent cousin Chuck 
E. Cheese in hosting viral-video slugfests. 


The latest example was served up on Monday, as two families brawled just 
beyond Disney World's entrance gates, in a fight that reportedly arose from 
a family's desire to take a photo at the iconic location. 


The Orange County Sheriff's Office responded to emergency calls at 2:30pm. 
Reportedly, one family asked another family to move so they could take 
a group photo at a spot that has the Magic Kingdom train station as a 
backdrop, along with Mickey Mouse topiary and, this year, a sign calling out the 
100th anniversary of the Walt Disney Company. 


Tempers flared, and violent impulses prevailed as a member of one 

family reportedly punched a member of another in the face. Things then 
quickly devolved into the kind of messy, co-ed slugfest seen with increasing 
regularity as American society steadily unravels -- and companies like Disney 
set out to destroy the values that once bound it. 


Inflation, japan, government: 
Japanese Stocks Just Hit A 33 Year 
High And "Have Further To Go" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 01:25 PM 

While everyone was looking at the recent move in US stocks, or rather lack 
thereof now that ODTE vol-suppression has seemingly frozen the S&P ina 
4100-4150 range in perpetuity... 


S& P500 


... the real move has been taking place in Japan, where the Nikkei 225 closed 
above 30,000 for the first time since September 2021, just one day after the 
Topix closed at its highest level since 1990. 
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Russia: Uptick In Russian Military 
Flights Near Alaska As US Leads 
Massive Drills 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 12:05 PM 


The North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) has confirmed in a 
Wednesday statement it has witnessed an uptick in Russian aircraft flying near 
US airspace of Alaska over recent days. 


The fresh statement posted to twitter indicated it detected and tracked a 
Russian military plane or planes operating in the Alaska air defense 
identification zone on Monday, which has been revealed for the first time. "This 
flight occurred as several planned large-scale military training exercises 
are ongoing in and around Alaska," NORAD added. 


Europe: Hungary Blocks €500 
Million In EU Weapons Funding For 


Ukraine After Kiev Sanctions 
Hungary's Biggest Bank 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:30 AM 


Authored by Denes Albert via Remix News, 


Hungary won’t agree to EU financing as long as Ukraine keeps its ban 
on OTP Bank... 


Hungary will block funding worth €500 million for arms to Kyiv, which would be 
the eighth transfer from the European Peace Facility (EPF), business daily 
Vilaggazdasag reported. 


Budapest has demanded guarantees that the EPF will maintain its global horizon 
in the future and not only be used to arm Ukraine. 


The Council of Foreign Ministers of the EU member states approved on May 5 
the joint purchase by EU countries of artillery ammunition and missiles for 
Ukraine worth €1 billion, the EU Foreign Affairs Council announced on Friday. 
The aid, approved as part of the European Peace Facility, will allow the Ukrainian 
armed forces to be supplied with 155-millimeter caliber artillery ammunition and 
rockets. 


A day before the council’s decision, the Ukrainian National Agency for the 
Prevention of Corruption (NACC) included OTP Bank in the list of international 
war sponsors. This decision was justified by the position of the bank’s 
management on the continuation of its activities in Russia and the de facto 
recognition of the so-called “people’s republics” of Donetsk and Luhansk. 


Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjart6 said on Friday in Stockholm 
that until Ukraine revokes the decision, the Hungarian government would be 
“hard pressed” to negotiate further sanctions that would require further 
sacrifices. 


“It is scandalous that Ukraine has put OTP, which does not violate any 
laws, on the list of international sponsors of the war,” Szijjart6 said. 


Relations between Ukraine and Hungary have not been good for a while, dating 
back to before the war, mainly on account of Ukraine’s poor treatment of its 
ethnic Hungarian minority. However, Hungary’s decision to not send weapons to 
Ukraine, and its promotion of a peace deal and ceasefire in Ukraine have 
angered Ukraine and a host of Western governments. 


Last month, Tamas Menczer, state secretary for bilateral relations at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, said that Hungary will not support 


Ukraine’s integration into the European Union or NATO until the rights of the 
Hungarian community in Ukraine are restored. 


It has also been revealed that Ukraine planned to blow up a vital Russian 
pipeline supplying oil to Hungary in order to cripple Hungary’s industry, 
according to leaked U.S. intelligence documents. The news has been met with 
shock in Hungary, with one security analyst saying it amounted to an attack on 
Hungary, and therefore an attack on NATO. 


“This is an attack on Hungary and therefore NATO, according to NATO 
Article 5,” Hungarian security policy expert Gyorgy Nógrádi told daily Magyar 
Nemzet in an interview. 


Censorship, war: YouTube Is Taking 
Down Content Featuring Wagner 
Mercenary Group 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 10:10 AM 

The Moscow Times' Russian service is reporting Tuesday that YouTube has 
begun removing videos about Russia’s Wagner mercenary group, with 
the the Google-owned video platform explaining in a statement its policies 
prohibit videos about "criminal and terrorist organizations”. 


"We make exceptions only for educational, documentary, artistic and scientific 
videos if they’re accompanied by suitable context and their publication is 
justified," it added. The Times of London newspaper this week reported the UK 
is preparing to designate Wagner a global terror organization. 


Media, narrative: Bud Light 
Hangover Puts Woke Miller Lite 
Commercial In Cancel Crosshairs 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 07:55 AM 


Miller Lite, one of America's most popular beers and recent alternative for Bud 
Light drinkers, released an advert in March that has gone viral recently, 
receiving millions of views on social media, with netizens accusing the brand of 
going 'woke.' 


The video, originally posted on March 7 in celebration of Women's History 
Month, is titled “Bad $#!T to Good $#!T" and attempts to correct the history of 
women in the beer industry with an overly "feminist" tone. 


"Here's a little known fact. Women were among the very first to brew beer ever 
— from Mesopotamia to the Middle Ages to Colonial America. Women were the 
ones doing the brewing," actress Ilana Glazer said in the video. She complained: 
“Centuries later, how did the industry pay homage to the founding mothers of 
beer? They put us in bikinis. Wow." 


Glazer continued: "It's time beer made it up to women. So today, Miller Lite is on 
a mission to clean up not just their sh*t but the whole beer industry's sh*t. Miller 
Lite has been scouring the internet for all this sh*t and buying it that they can 
turn it into good sh*t for women brewers. Literally, good sh*t." 


"So here's to women. Because without us there would be no beer," she claimed. 


Although the video was posted months ago, a number of social media users 
have brought attention to the woke ad this week, as netizens accuse Miller Lite's 
corporate executives of "joining the woke cult" and failing to understand its 
customer base. 


Here's the full ad that was published by Citizen Free Press and has received 5.5 
million views in 24 hours. 


The New York Post pointed out Miller Lite wiped the video from all its social 
media platforms. And probably for good reason because it didn't want to out- 
woke Bud Light following the transgender influencer Dylan Mulvaney 
controversy and resulting boycott. 


New third-party point-of-sales data from Circana (formerly IRI) and Nielsen show 
Bud Light dollar share, volume share, and sales continue to worsen, more than a 
month after the Mulvaney controversy. Data showed that Coors Light, Miller Lite, 
and Modelo are increasing market share, but now as the spotlight has shifted 
onto Miller, there are growing calls on social media for boycotts. 


Meanwhile, The Daily Caller revealed the chief marketing officer of Molson Coors 
Beverage, which owns Miller Lite, appears to be a hardcore liberal. 


The Caller found Sofia Colucci has deleted several social media posts, such as 
this one: 


Ukraine Aid Funding Expected To 
Run Out By Mid-Summer 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 04:25 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


The last massive aid package Congress authorized for Ukraine has about $6 
billion left, which is expected to be used up by mid-summer, Politico reported 
Monday. 


So far, the US has authorized about $113 billion in spending on the war in 
Ukraine, which includes military aid, direct budgetary aid, training, funding for 
US troop deployments in Eastern Europe, and other types of assistance. 


Head Of Ukraine's Supreme Court 
Arrested For "Large-Scale 
Corruption" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2023 - 12:05 AM 


Yet another large-scale corruption scandal has come out of Ukraine as the 
country's National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU) and the Specialized Anti- 
Corruption Prosecutor's Office (SAPO) have announced significant action taken 
against the highest court in the land. 


“NABU and SAP have exposed large-scale corruption in the Supreme Court, 
in particular a scheme to obtain undue advantages by the leadership and judges 
of the Supreme Court," the anti-corruption bodies announced on their official 
social media channels Tuesday. It's a huge embarrassment given this is the 
highest legal body in the land, and the nation's top judge, responsible for 
interpreting and upholding the law. 


Russia Says It Took Out US- 
Supplied Patriot Missile In 
Hypersonic Strike On Kiev 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 10:45 PM 

Russia's military may have taken out a US-supplied Patriot anti-air battery 
in Ukraine, which if true would be a very significant first since the advanced 
Raytheon-made defense weapon was deployed there. 


This came as Ukrainian officials have cited an exceptionally dense attack on 
Kyiv overnight, which included cruise missiles and drones, and even 

allegedly Kinzhal hypersonic missiles. Ukraine was hit by at least 18 missiles and 
nine drones were sent, with media reports saying some six ballistic missiles 
(including Kinzhal) were launched. But the Ukrainians are claiming that 
most or all of them were intercepted. 


CIA Releases Video Urging 
Russians To Spy On Their Own 
Country 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 08:45 PM 


In an unusual attempt at public outreach 'spy-style', the world's most powerful 
intelligence organization is openly encouraging Russians to spy on their 
own country. 


The CIA released a nearly 2-minute video Monday on its official YouTube, 
Twitter, and Telegram channels. The Russian-language, professionally produced 
video urges individual Russians to provide intelligence on their country in the 
midst of the Ukraine war. 


Middle east, war: "It's One Man": Imran 
Khan Blames Pakistan Army Chief 
For Arrest & Deadly Protests 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 08:25 PM 


Via The Cradle 


Following the spectacular arrest of former Prime Minister Imran Khan over an 
alleged corruption case on May 9, Pakistan veered into anarchy and mayhem for 
a couple of days as enraged supporters went on a rampage, torching scores of 
government structures, including military posts, an air force base, and the home 
of the commander of the Lahore Corps. 


On Friday, following his release on bail by order of the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC), Khan spoke to a foreign media outlet, attributing his arrest not to the 
internal security agencies but to a single individual - the army chief. 
The much-revered Pakistani army, he claimed, had unjustly tarnished his 
reputation for the events that transpired in the country. 


Inflation, war: Treasury Burns $52BN Cash In 
One Day 


US X-Date Is Now June 5 As 
Treasury Burns $52BN Cash In One 
Day 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 08:04 PM 


Appendix: for those asking how it is possible that the US Treasury burned 
through $52.5 billion in cash in one day, here is the answer. 
TABLE II - Deposits and Withdrawals of Operating Cash 
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Energy, Europe, Russia: Newly-Launched Finnish 
Nuclear Plant Sees Electricity Prices Plunge By 
73% 


https://rmx.news/article/newly- 
launched-finnish-nuclear-plant-sees- 
electricity-prices-plunge-by-75-percent/ 


Germany, Russia, Europe, pipeline, 
narrative: Nord Stream Island 
Shaken By "Power Pressure Wave 
From Atmosphere" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 06:45 AM 


Inhabitants of the tiny Baltic Sea island of Bornholm, near last year's Nord 
Stream pipeline explosions, were alarmed Saturday when "acoustic pressure 
waves from an unknown source" sparked tremors, as first reported by AP News. 


Around 3 pm local time, GEUS, the Geological Survey of Denmark and 
Greenland, said they received dozens of calls from Bornholm residents about 
the ground shaking. Seismologists initially thought the source of the earthquake 
was a controlled explosion in nearby Poland but have since ruled that out. 


"The seismologists can report that it is unlikely that the tremors originate from a 
controlled explosion in Poland, which was carried out shortly before the first 
reports of tremors on Bornholm," GEUS said. 


GEUS said the tremors were "most likely acoustic pressure waves from one or 
more events somewhere in the atmosphere." It noted the seismic tremors were 
of a magnitude of 2.3. It wasn't clear what "caused these powerful pressure 
waves." 


GEUS' seismographs located all over the country picked up tremors. 


Authorities have yet to reveal who was behind the Nord Stream 


pipeline attack, but journalist Seymour Hersh has reported the US blew 
up the Russia-to-Germany natural gas pipeline as part of a covert 
operation under the guise of the BALTOPS 22 NATO exercise. 


Erdogan, stats: “combined foreign-investor 
holdings of Turkish stocks and bonds amounted 
to less than $24 billion on the Friday before the 
vote, a far cry from levels of above $150 billion a 
decade ago.” 


Market Braces For Turkish Lira 
Collapse To 24 Per Dollar 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 03:45 AM 


By Ven Ram, Bloomberg markets live reporter and strategist 


Turkey’s currency markets are on tenterhooks as the possibility of a runoff 
presidential vote opens up two weeks of uncertainty. 


One-month volatility on the lira has surged to 48%, meaning the 
markets are braced for a possibility that the lira may decline to as 
much as 24.12 per dollar from 19.65 now. Preliminary results on Monday 
showed President Recep Tayyip Erdogan with a lead of more than 2 million 
votes but still without enough to avoid a second round on May 28 against rival 
Kemal Kilicdaroglu. 


Heightened Angst 
The lira faces uncertainty in the run-ep te the rusedf 
Bleek oe ror v 


The central bank’s back-door interventions to prop up the lira since December 
2021 reached nearly $177 billion in April ahead of the elections, with 

the tally amounting to some $30 billion in April alone, according to Bloomberg 
Economics. Meanwhile, combined foreign-investor holdings of Turkish stocks and 
bonds amounted to less than $24 billion on the Friday before the vote, a far cry 
from levels of above $150 billion a decade ago. 


Over in Thailand, it’s a different story, with the baht advancing on news that 
opposition parties are on course to wrest power from the nation’s military- 
backed government. While there is still much short-term uncertainty, the baht — 
which tumbled below 38 per dollar last year — looks on course to consolidate its 
gains in 2023 given the optimism surrounding the domestic economy. 


Hungary Outraged By Leaked 
Ukrainian Plans To Blow Up Vital 
Oil Pipeline 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, MAY 16, 2023 - 04:30 AM 


Via Remix News 


Hungarian media is abuzz with angry reactions after a leak obtained by The 
Washington Post revealed that Ukraine was planning to blow up the Druzhba oil 
pipeline that transports crude from Russia to Hungary. 


According to the leaked documents, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
proposed at a February meeting with Deputy Prime Minister Yuliya Svyrydenko 
that Ukraine should blow up the pipeline in order to incapacitate the part of the 
Hungarian energy infrastructure reliant on Russian oil. 


Government spokesman Zoltan Kovacs reacted in a tweet with a short 
question: “How is it possible that Ukraine is plotting against a NATO 
country??” 


Hungarian security analyst Péter Tarjanyi said in a Facebook post that this would 
be a “very unfriendly, mistaken and stupid move.” 


He added: “/ understand that Ukraine does not like many Hungarian 
government actions and communications, but this does not justify such 
a plan or idea.” 


Tarjanyi then recalled that “on the one hand, Hungary has helped hundreds of 
thousands of Ukrainian refugees over the past 15 months, despite all the 
differences of opinion. We have to understand, our country sent aid, medicine 
AND!!! in the end voted for ALL sanctions against Russia. 


He then pointed out that “in addition to this, and this is not a 
negligible FACT, Hungary is a NATO member, so such a plan makes no 
sense at all. This is a huge self-deception on the part of Ukraine, and Kyiv must 
explain itself very quickly. The main question is: Why did the Ukrainian president 
think that such a plan could be justified???? Why did he think he could risk NATO 
support by launching such an attack? | await further information on the matter.” 


While the Russian invasion of Ukraine severely reduced Russian crude imports 
to the European Union, according to Eurostat data, last year Hungary imported 
4.8 million tons of crude from Russia, 1.4 million more than in 2021. 


The leak was part of a trove of military intelligence documents posted 
on a Discord server by 21-year-old Jack Teixeira, who served as an 
airman at a National Guard unit in Massachusetts. Teixeira was taken into 
custody over the leaks and faces substantial prison time if convicted. 


Europe, energy, Russia, Germany, 


journal: Hungary, Czechia, and Slovakia 
received an exemption from participating in the 
EU’s sixth sanctions package in regards to the 
purchasing of Russian oil 


Meanwhile, landlocked countries that are heavily dependent on Russian oil were 
offered a delay in joining the EU embargo. Hungary and Slovakia were given until the 
end of 2024, while the Czech Republic has been offered a June 2024 deadline. While 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic appear ready to sign off the sanctions, Budapest 
continues to hold out on the oil embargo, which the Hungarian prime minister, Viktor 
Orban, has likened to an atomic bomb hitting his country’s economy. 

Hungary says it needs five years and hundreds of billions of forints to convert its 
Szazhalombatta refinery near Budapest, which can take only Russian oil. Hungarian 
officials also say Croatia must boost its capacity to ensure access to alternative 
supplies. 


In a combative speech after being sworn in for a fourth straight term, he blamed EU 
sanctions as partly responsible for high energy prices. “Every day Brussels abuses its 
power and tries to impose things on us that we do not want,” he said. 


Hungary ‘holding EU hostage’ over sanctions on Russian oil | Hungary | The Guardian 


Censorship, media: Fury over 
World Health Organisation's sex 
education about ‘early 
childhood masturbation and 
gender identities’ for UNDER- 
FOURS 


The World Health Organisation has been urged to withdraw ‘disturbing’ 
guidance to schools about 'sexuality education’ for young children. 


Children under four should ‘ask questions about sexuality’ and 

‘explore gender identities,’ according to a detailed WHO report aimed at 
policy makers across Europe. 

The official guidance also supports providing information to children under 
four about 'enjoyment and pleasure when touching one's own body, early 
childhood masturbation. ' 


Fury over WHO's sex education about ‘early childhood masturbation’ for UNDER- 
FOURS | Daily Mail Online 


Asia, markets, inflation: Youth unemployment 
soars to 20.4% in China..zh sees this as a sign 
fiscal stimulus has stopped working 


China Data Dump Total Disaster; 
Youth Unemployment Hits Record 
High 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 11:15 PM 


EVERYTHING MISSED! 


e *CHINA JAN.-APRIL FIXED INVESTMENT FALLS 0.64% M/M;RISES 4.7% 
Y/Y; EST. 5.7% 


e *CHINA JAN.-APRIL PROPERTY DEV. INVESTMENT FELL 6.2% Y/Y, EST. 
-5.7% 


e *CHINA APRIL RETAIL SALES ROSE ONLY 18.4% Y/Y; EST. 21.9% 


e *CHINA JAN.-APRIL INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT FALLS 0.47% M/M; RISES 3.6% 
Y/Y; EST. 4.9% 


There was a modest silver lining with the Surveyed Jobless rate dropped to 5.2% 
(exp 5.3%), BUT, Youth unemployment soared to a record high 20.4%... 


Latin America, migrant, narrative: 
Watch: Border Patrol Apprehends 
Afghan Terror Suspect Entering US 
With Migrant Group 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


The siege of the US southern border post-Title 42 has begun, with 
apprehended migrants already hitting historic single day records. 


Illegal immigration is not just a political or social issue, it is also a security issue, 
and it would seem that America's border security is fading fast. 


It is so weak, in fact, that a confirmed Afghan terrorist suspect has decided to 
give the border a try. 


While the following suspect was captured, the real question is how many 
terror suspects are they not catching as the border remains wide open 
on the whims of Joe Biden? 


War: Russia Strikes Ukrainian Arms 
Depot, Prompting Speculation Of 
Possible Fallout 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 10:40 PM 


Authored by Adam Morrow via The Epoch Times, 


Moscow Says its forces have destroyed a large munitions depot in Ukraine’s 
western city of Khmelnytskyi. 


“One AFU [Armed Forces of Ukraine] ammunition depot has been destroyed 
close to Khmelnytskyi,” the Russian Defense Ministry stated in its daily briefing 
for May 14. Khmelnytskyi, the target of Russian strikes in February, is located 
roughly 170 miles southwest of Kyiv. 


Narrative, vaccine, journal (another 
strange story from epoch times. Only 3 
teachers, huh?) 


Fired Teachers Who Refused COVID 
Vaccine To Get Full Reinstatement 
And Back Pay 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Jack Phillips via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Three Rhode Island teachers who were fired for refusing the COVID-19 
vaccine have been offered their jobs back with full back pay after 
reaching a settlement with the school district. 


Teachers Stephanie Hines, Brittany DiOrio, and Kerri Thurber were terminated 
from their positions in Barrington Public Schools after they had requested a 
religious exemption after the school mandated employees get the vaccine. 


Last week, their attorney, Greg Piccirilli, and the school district said they had 
reached a settlement, allowing the teachers to return to their jobs. They are 
also each entitled to $33,333 in damages along with their back 

pay. DiOrio will get $150,000, Thurber will get $128,000, and Hines will 
receive $65,000 under the agreement. 


“The three teachers have the opportunity to return to teaching positions within 
the Barrington School District should they choose to do so, at the steps they 
would have been at had they worked continuously,” the Barrington Public 
Schools district said in a statement on May 11. 


Media: Netflix Race-Swapped 
Cleopatra Show Receives Lowest 
Rating In Rotten Tomatoes History 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 08:20 PM 

Has the race-swapping fad within Hollywood finally hit a brick wall? Are they 
going to try to depict historic figures as they really looked once again, or will 
they double down? What is the real purpose behind this trend that many people 
are now referring to as "black washing?" 


The political left often views history as inconvenient to their narrative, which is 
that different societies and ethnic groups should be homogenized into a single 
global entity, ostensibly with the same progressive ideology as they have. 
However, until the past century this has not been the case. Humanity remains 
discerning always, and seeks to group into tribes whenever possible. 


Leftists believe that they can rewrite several thousand years of recorded history 
through Hollywood magic and con the next generation into thinking "diversity 
and inclusion" have always been a thing. In fact, it is nearly impossible to get a 
streaming show or movie produced these days without filmmakers being forced 
to follow a list of ESG requirements and a perfect pie chart of on-screen 
representation, even when the places depicted were historically of only one 
race. And, dare we Say that it was Netflix that initially pioneered this woke 
entertainment trend. 


Now it appears that their failure has come full circle with a series about 
Cleopatra VII executive produced by Jada Pinkett Smith (wife of the slap-happy 
Will Smith). The show, which is part of a project to showcase black girl-bosses 
through history, is billed as a serious docudrama but the depictions of Cleopatra 
as black are completely inaccurate. The public response has not been positive. 


Netflix's Queen Cleopatra hit 1% on the Rotten Tomatoes rating website, a 
historic low for streaming television. 


Attempts to paint the Egyptians as Sub-Saharan African in recent years tie into a 
conspiracy theory among leftist activists who believe that Egypt was actually an 
ancient black empire that historians have sought to maliciously "white wash." In 
reality, genetic testing shows that ancient Egyptians were most closely related 
to the peoples of the Near East, particularly from the Levant. This is the Eastern 
Mediterranean which today includes the countries of Turkey, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, 
Syria, and Lebanon. 


Cleopatra was Greek/Macedonian, not sub-Saharan African, and there is no 
serious debate over this in the historic community. Multiple images of Cleopatra 
from the 1st Century AD have been found, including frescos which depict 
Cleopatra as white. 


Why not make a television series about actual black ruled kingdoms in Africa, 
such as the kingdom of Kush (neighbors to the Egyptians in today's Northern 
Sudan), or the Mali Empire? Probably because these groups have a limited 
impact on the annals of world history and that's not enough for woke 
Hollywood. They want Wakanda. They want Egypt to be their Wakanda, but it 
simply isn't so. 


Why does it matter if a black actress plays Cleopatra? Because facts matter. 
While Hollywood has many times taken liberties with history in past films and 
shows, the goal should be to improve that pattern and strive for accuracy 
instead of going backwards. And, ultimately it matters because these kinds of 
woke productions are propaganda driven. These are not changes to history 
made with the intention to spice things up for audiences; no, these are changes 
specifically designed to lie to the public and condition them to believe things 
that are not true. 


Black actors are not the problem. Leftist propaganda is the problem. 


Energy, inflation, markets: US 
"Plans" To Buy 3 Million Barrels For 
SPR Days After It Drained 2.9 
Million In One Week 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 05:13 PM 

With oil stubbornly the only asset class that is pricing in if not a depression then 
certainly a deep recession - even as every other asset is already pricing in the 
inevitable Fed easing in response to said recession - and the price of WTI 
tumbling as low as $63 at the start of May, the credibility behind the Biden 
administration's promise to restock the recently drained SPR has become the 
butt of all jokes. As a reminder, last Fall the White House said the aim was to 
refill the reserve when prices were at or below about $67-$72 per barrel. Since 
then oil prices had fallen far below without as much as a squeak from Biden's 
energy guru, Hunter. 


But that doesn't mean the pathological liars in the presidency will stop lying 
about refilling the Strategic Petroleum Reserve; in fact just the opposite... and 
mere days after the DOE again moved the goalposts to a June "refill", moments 
ago Bloomberg reported that the US is preparing to buy up to a whopping 3 
million barrels of crude oil - or one tanker's worth - to begin refilling its depleted 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 


After selling more than 200 million barrels from the emergency stockpile last 
year to curb high energy prices and arrest the collapse of Democratic approval 
ratings, the Energy Department plans to solicit offers to replenish the reserve, 
which has fallen to the lowest level since 1983, according to Bloomberg. Which 
would be believable if only it wasn't one of the most recurring lie dispensed by 
an admin that views the price of gas like a hawk as if only gas prices will decide 
if the 80 year old Biden will get reelected. Of course, you will forgive us if we call 
even more bullshit from the admin that has taken lying to an artform, 

and which just last week drained 2.9 million barrels of oil from the SPR, 
long after it was supposed to have restarted refilling it. 
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In addition to direct purchases, the agency has said part of its strategy for 
refilling the reserve includes a return of oil from previous exchanges, and 
avoiding “unnecessary sales unrelated to supply disruptions.” The department 
successfully cancelled some 140 million barrels of oil sales mandated by 
Congress. 


Last week, Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said the government would 
repurchase crude oil for the reserve after a congressionally mandated drawdown 
ends in June. She also claimed that the refill the SPR as soon as maintenance 
work is completed... or generally just kicking the can to doing anything at all. 


Case in point: an earlier attempt to refill the reserve, via another 'gargantuan' 3 
million barrel-purchase, was canceled by the Energy Department in January, 
saying the offers it received were either too expensive or didn’t meet other 
specifications. Both explanations are the kind of pure, unadulterated bullshit one 
has come to expect from the most corrupt administration in US history, and 
explains why not only Gulf nations but US energy companies are counting the 


days until the senile occupant of the White House is once again voted out (only 
this time the fake mail in ballots won't keep him employed). 


In the end, nothing will happen, or at best the White House will buy a few barrels 
here and there, and claim mission accomplished. Instead, the real buying will 
begin only when there is no choice - just after the next geopolitical shock - and 
when the price of one barrel is well in the triple digits. 


War, Europe, Russia: Russian Jet 
Intercepts French, German Aircraft 
Near Border; Belarus Puts Troops 
On High Alert 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 02:25 PM 


Russia's defense ministry on Monday said the military scrambled fighter jets 
in response to surveillance aircraft from NATO countries approaching 
its border. Interfax reported based on the statement that German and French 
aircraft approached the Russian border in the Baltic region, before being warned 
off by the Russian fighters. 


“Two air targets were detected approaching Russia's state border," the defense 
ministry said. "In order to identify the targets and prevent the Russian state 
border being violated, an Su-27 fighter from the Baltic Fleet air force was 
scrambled." 


“Russia said the flights were being conducted by a German P-3C patrol aircraft 
and a French Atlantic-2 maritime patrol jet," Reuters details further based on the 
statement. "After the Russian jet was scrambled and the French and German 
ones turned away from Russia, the Su-27 returned to base, the defense 
ministry said." 


War, narrative, Russia: Wagner Boss 
Rejects WaPo Report As 'Smear 
Campaign’ Planted By Political 
Enemies 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 12:25 PM 


The Washington Post has issued a new report which was immediately met with 
incredulity and intense skepticism among many given the enormity of the 
claims, alleging that Russia’s Wagner mercenary group chief Yevgeny 
Prigozhin offered to give the Ukrainians information on Russian troop 
positions. 


"In late January, with his mercenary forces dying by the thousands in a fight for 
the ruined city of Bakhmut, Wagner Group owner Yevgeniy Prigozhin made 
Ukraine an extraordinary offer," the WaPo report begins. "Prigozhin said that if 
Ukraine’s commanders withdrew their soldiers from the area around Bakhmut, 
he would give Kyiv information on Russian troop positions, which Ukraine 
could use to attack them." 


The report described further based on the alleged US intelligence: "Prigozhin 
conveyed the proposal to his contacts in Ukraine’s military intelligence 
directorate, with whom he has maintained secret communications during the 
course of the war, according to previously unreported U.S. intelligence 
documents leaked on the group-chat platform Discord." 


While the intensifying spat between Wagner and the regular chain of command 
has long been out in full view, and has likely been somewhat of an 
embarrassment for the defense ministry and the Kremlin, the Washington Post 
reporting is describing outright treason. 


But given the Post is one of the most visible US newspapers in the 
world, Prigozhin was forced to address it. According to his words translated 
by Moscow Times/AFP: 


The founder of Russia’s Wagner mercenary group Yevgeny Prigozhin called 
reports that he offered information on Russian troop positions to Ukraine 
"laughable" and a result of a possible smear campaign. 


...Prigozhin laughed off The Washington Post's report in an audio message 
posted on Telegram. 


“Reading this is of course nice. It means | am not only fighting for Russia but 
Zelensky is also fulfilling my orders," Prigozhin said. 


"This ts laughable." 


He said "people from Rublyovka" — a luxurious Moscow suburb home to the 
Russian elite — could be behind the allegations. 


"Of course they will pour as much s*** on me as they can," he said. 


While firmly rejecting the claims, it's interesting that Prigozhin was immediately 
suspicious of his own political enemies inside Russia as being behind planting 
the "intelligence". 


Another scenario could be that US intelligence itself knows this is an optimal 
time to sow further suspicion, confusion, and division in Russian 
military ranks at a moment the fate of Bakhmut hangs in the balance. By 
feeding US news outlets such allegations centering on Prigozhin, US intelligence 
can easily at this point ratchet the drama and pressure between the Russian 
defense ministry and Wagner. 


The Kremlin in its Monday daily press briefing said it's initial take is that it "looks 
fake" when asked about the Washington Post report. 


Media, stats: Toronto 'Anti-Capitalist' 
Pay-When-You-Can Cafe Shuts 
Down After Just One Year 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 11:55 AM 


A Toronto cafe for anti-capitalists, "The Anarchist," is permanently shuttering 
after just 12 months in business after following a "pay-when-you-can" business 
model. 


Journal, war, narrative: 


WaPo Deletes Bizarre Zelensky 
Interview Where He Accuses Paper 
Of Aiding Russia 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 10:10 AM 

Update (O900ET): It appears, given the widespread acknowledgement of 
Zelenksy's cluelessness, The Washington Post has restored the embarrassing 
excerpt of the interview that was deleted earlier 


x x * 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.,com, 


The Ukrainian leader was angry about information revealed by a leaked 
document, saying sharing such info in Ukraine was a ‘felony... 


The Washington Post deleted a portion of an interview with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, where he accused the paper of helping 
Russia by posing a question about information contained in leaked 
classified documents. 


The interview was conducted on May 1 and published on Saturday. An 
archived version of the interview shows a testy exchange between Zelensky and 
the Post, which was later deleted. 


The Post asked Zelensky about documents they obtained that they said showed 
members of Ukraine’s Main Directorate of Intelligence, known as HUR, had 
“back-channel contact” with Yevgeny Prigozhin, the head of the Russian 
mercenary force Wagner Group. 


Zelensky appeared to think the Post received the information from a 
Ukrainian and demanded the paper reveal its source. 


“I would also like to ask you a question: With which sources from Ukraine do you 
have contact? Who is talking about the activities of our intelligence? Because 


this is the most severe felony in our country. Which Ukrainians are you talking 
to?” he said. 


Narrative, censorship: Biden And 
DHS Secretary Claim 'White 
Supremacy’ Is The Greatest US 
Terror Threat 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 09:40 AM 


If you were ever confused as to why the political left has been using the words 
‘white supremacy’ every time they mention conservative ideals in their rhetoric, 
then you might just be a regular person trying to think logically. After all, 
millions of minorities are also conservative, libertarian and pro-constitution. 
Millions of minorities are anti-socialist, pro-2nd Amendment and pro- 
meritocracy. The accusation of white supremacy simply doesn't apply. 


Yet, this narrative continues. Why? It's called social conditioning - Tell a big 
enough lie, tell it thousands of times, and eventually the public might 
subconsciously associate conservatives or conservative principles with racism 
even if the claim is provably false. They will even suggest a conservative is a 
“white supremacist” despite the fact that he or she is not white. 


It's confusing because it defies all reason, but that's the point. You cannot 
reason with zealotry. You cannot argue facts with mental patients. Their goal is 
chaos; their strategy is to use madness to bewilder their victims. 


Recently we showcased a Department of Homeland Security propaganda 
program uncovered through FOIA which was intended to use a choose-your-own- 
adventure style narrative to teach the public how to identify “radicalized” 
domestic threats. The majority of dangerous persons provided in sample cases 
were people espousing conservative values. In other words, the DHS is seeking 
to actively target conservatives as the primary terror threat in the US. 


This revelation comes just as the White House launches a domestic terror tour, 
with Joe Biden proclaiming in an address to the exclusively black Howard 
University in Washington DC that: 


“The most dangerous threat to our homeland is white supremacy ... 
and I’m not just saying this because I’m at a black HBCU.” 


Journal, media, government, censorship: Soros 
And Fortress receive Vice Media for only 250 
million, according to recent bankruptcy filings 


Vice Media Declares Bankruptcy As 
Soros And Fortress Set To Become 
New Owners 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 08:45 AM 


On Monday morning, Vice Media filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in the Southern 
District of New York and is anticipated to be acquired by its creditors. 


The Brooklyn-based media company that once boasted a $5.7 billion valuation 
listed assets and liabilities between $500 million to $1 billion. 


Official Form 201 
Voluntary Petition for Non-Individuals Filing for Bankruptcy 06/22 


W more space is reeded, attach a separate sheet to this form. On the top of any additional pages, write the debtors name and the case 
number (if known). For more information, a separate document, Instructions for Bankruptcy Forms for Non-individuals, is available. 


2 All other names debtor used Broady; Creators Project: Free; Amuse; Motherboard; Noisey; Tonic, Thump; Vice Sports; 
in tho last 8 yoars Garage: Waypoint Vice Studios 


inchude any assumed names. — —— m — —_— e 
ade names, and doing business 
a3 names 


In a separate statement, Vice Media announced the "Lender Consortium," which 
includes Fortress Investment Group, Soros Fund Management, and Monroe 
Capital, will purchase the media outlet for approximately $225 million in the 
form of a credit bid for substantially all of the Company's assets. 


We previously noted Fortress Investment Group and Soros Fund Management 
were interested in purchasing Vice Media out of bankruptcy. This morning's 


announcement wasn't unexpected, as the bankruptcy filing and eventual 
sale have been widely anticipated for the past few weeks. 


The rapid decline of Vice Media, once valued at $5.7 billion in 2017, serves asa 
cautionary tale for all news media outlets about going 'woke' because it'll 
ultimately lead to going broke. Here's a decade of Vice funding and valuations 
via Axios: 


Vice Media funding and valuations 


Date and type Amount raised Valuation 
Ape 1 A j own 
August 201 | $700] 

t $ 4t 
August 2014 $2507 $2.5t 
onus iik 
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Source: Axios 


"This accelerated court-supervised sale process will strengthen the Company 
and position VICE for long-term growth, thereby safeguarding the kind of 
authentic journalism and content creation that makes VICE such a trusted brand 
for young people and such a valued partner to brands, agencies and platforms. 
We will have new ownership, a simplified capital structure and the ability to 
operate without the legacy liabilities that have been burdening our business. We 
look forward to completing the sale process in the next two to three months and 
charting a healthy and successful next chapter at VICE," said VICE's Co-Chief 
Executive Officers Bruce Dixon and Hozefa Lokhandwala. 


In addition to Vice Media, BuzzFeed recently shut down its news operation, as 
did MTV News. The digital media industry has been experiencing a harsh 
downturn, with media outlets that embraced woke content forced to reduce 
headcount, restructure, and or altogether cease operations. 


Once the sale of Vice Media is finalized this summer, with new stakeholders like 
the Soros Fund stepping in, the "authentic journalism" content will probably 
become even more woke than before. 


Censorship: Teacher Sacked After 
Refusing To Use 8 Year-Old's Trans 
Pronouns 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 - 04:30 AM 
Authored by Patricia Devlin via The Epoch Times, 


A primary school teacher sacked after refusing to use an eight-year-old child’s 
trans pronouns has said her only intention was to safeguard the pupil. 


Erdogan, islam: December 19, 2021: Lira Slides 
After Erdogan Says Islam Demands Lower Rates 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021- 
12-19/turkey-s-erdogan-says-islam-demands- 
lower-rates-and-so-does-he?leadSource=uverify 
%20wall 


Journal, middle east: In 1997, while mayer of 
istanbul, Erdogan was imprisoned under the 
charge of inciting religious hatred.. 

In 1997, as mayor of Istanbul, he too spoke poetry to 
power. At a rally in the city of Siirt, Erdogan loosely 
referenced a poem by the Turkish nationalist Ziya 
Gokalp: 


The mosques are our barracks, 


the domes our helmets, 
the minarets our bayonets, 


and the believers our soldiers. 


Erdogan had included these lines in past speeches. But 
this time they provoked Turkey’s secular military 
leaders and civilian elite, who had just forced the 
country’s first Islamist prime minister from power and 
who viewed Istanbul’s popular, Islamist-leaning mayor 
as a threat. 


The poem “was an attention-getter,” Erdogan told The 
New York Times in 2003. “It would make the people 
Spirited.” It also landed him in prison for four months 
on the charge of inciting religious hatred. In 1999, 
thousands of supporters escorted him to jail, where his 
popularity only grew. Erdogan seemingly emerged 
from prison a changed man, committed more to 
Western-style democracy than Islamism. He had 
learned that it “was necessary to catch up with 
developments, the modern age,” he said in 2002, the 
year his new political party won its first election. 


theatlantic.com/international/archive/2016/04/turkey-germany-erdogan-bohmermann/ 
479814/ 


Migrant, government, media: NYC 
Converts Hotels To Shelters To 


Accommodate Expected Influx Of 
Illegal Immigrants 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023 - 08:30 PM 


Authored Efthymis Oraiopoulos via The Epoch Times, 


The historic Roosevelt Hotel in midtown Manhattan—shuttered three years ago 
—is being reopened to accommodate an anticipated influx of illegal immigrants 
just as other New York City hotels are being converted to emergency shelters. 


Middle east, war: Gaza Truce Holds 
Into Sunday Between Israel & 
Islamic Jihad 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


A truce between Israel and militant factions in Gaza appears to be holding as 
normal life resumes on both sides Sunday following the deal formally taking 
effect since 10pm the night before. 


The past five days of fighting, which saw hundreds of rockets fired from the strip 
- mainly by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) group - resulted in sustained 
massive Israeli airstrikes against targets in Gaza. This resulted in 34 
Palestinians killed, among them some of PIJ's senior commandos. An Israeli 
was killed when a Palestinian rocket slammed into an apartment complex, and 
there were multiple others injured. 


Europe, energy, Germany: EU 
Considers Formally Banning 
Russian Oil Flows To Germany And 
Poland 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 03:40 PM 


Authored by Charles Kennedy via OilPrice.com, 


The European Union is considering formally banning Russian crude flows 
via the Druzhba pipeline to Germany and Poland, which have already 
stopped importing Russia’s crude, Bloomberg reported on Friday, citing 
documents it has seen. 


Erdogan, middle east: Top Erdogan 
Official Accuses US Of Meddling In 
Turkish Elections 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 01:00 PM 


Turkey's Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu (of Erdogan's Justice and Development 
Party/AKP) on Friday charged that the United States is meddling in the 
country's elections, set to take place Sunday. The national election is shaping 
up to be the biggest challenge to President Erdogan's grip on power in years. 


"The United States is meddling in these elections... Everyone in this 
country already knows this, US President [Joe Biden] himself declares this. The 
attack on [presidential candidate of Turkiye and leader of the Memleket party] 
Muharrem Ince... it is clear where it came from, it is clear where it was 


coordinated. This is America. In recent days, Biden has stepped up his 
people in Turkiye," Soylu said in an interview, as translated in regional media. 


Russia, war, Europe: Wagner Chief 
Clarifies That Only His Forces 
Making Gains In Bakhmut 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 10:29 PM 

Update(2130ET): Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin clarified late Saturday in an 
audio statement that despite regular Russian forces having "retreated" from 
parts of Bakhmut's north (in his words), his own Wagner fighters are still 
advancing. So it seems his power struggle with the military chain of command 
and defense ministry continues, as he persists in his controversial narrative that 
it's only his company that's spearheading gains and engaged in heavy fighting 
(akin to the battle for Soledar). 


Prigozhin stressed that Wagner advanced today, and that Ukraine controls only 
1 square km in Bahmut and remains in control of just 29 or so tall buildings. 


Meanwhile TASS has cited the head of an elite Russian unit to say that 
intensified Ukrainian engagement has only happened along some parts of 
the frontlines: 


Commander of the Akhmat commando unit and Deputy Commander of the 2nd 
Army Corps Apty Alaudinov said on Saturday that Ukrainian troops increased 
their activity only in some sectors of the line of engagement. 


Earlier, Yan Gagin, an advisor to Acting DPR Head Denis Pushilin, reported that 
Ukrainian units had become more active along the entire line of combat 
engagement. 


"The Ukrainian units became active not along the entire line of combat 
engagement, only in certain parts and still the situation has not 
significantly changed," Alaudinov told TASS. 


"The situation is completely under control in our sector," he added. 


The day prior, the defense ministry acknowledged some degree of a pullback in 
limited sectors in the north of the city. Prigozhin had described the regular 
forces as "fleeing" - a characterization which was denied by the Kremlin. 


x OK OOK 


Shortly after a Russian military helicopter crash was reported early Saturday ina 
region near the Ukrainian border, a second crash of an aircraft has been 
reported, at a moment of continuing general bad news for Moscow related to 
the Ukraine war. Possibly a third aircraft downing has also been reported - all 
within a matter of hours. 


"An Su-34 fighter jet crashed in Bryansk Region, Russia near the Ukrainian 
border, minutes after reports that an unidentified helicopter also went down in 
the area, TASS news agency reported on Saturday, citing sources," state media 
is reporting. 


Stats, media: American Fast-Food 
Chains Use Seaweed, Soy, And 
Even Wood To Beef Up Menu Items, 
Study Reveals 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 10:00 PM 

An exclusive investigation by Daily Mail might make you reconsider your next 
order of fried chicken at American fast-food chains. The investigation reveals 
these restaurants infuse their chicken with additives, preservatives, and other 
proteins to keep costs low. Some of these menu items are described as 
"premium" or "all-white-meat," but far from it, instead include ingredients such 
as seaweed and even wood pulp. 


The report said there are more than 120 ingredients hidden within chicken 
burgers or nuggets at fast food restaurants. Those ingredients are listed below 
on a restaurant-by-restaurant basis: 


McDonald's 


The enduringly popular McDonald's Chicken McNuggets have been the center of 
controversy in the past - after a now-debunked video emerged in 2010 of ‘pink 
slime’ supposedly going into the nuggets at a factory. 


The brand worked hard to dispel this myth, but the treats are still not made from 
100 percent chicken meat. 


The nuggets do contain white boneless chicken, but they are also full of several 
types of flour, flavorings, spices, acid, yeast extract, dextrose and lemon juice 
solids. 


Wendy's 


In the patty of the Wendy's classic chicken sandwich, only 56 percent of the 
meat Is chicken breast. 


The other 44 percent is a mixture of water, wheat flour, starch, acids, spices 
and flavor powders. It also includes fully refined soybean oil, raising agent and 
more unusual ingredients such a dehydrated chicken powder and smoke 
flavoring. 


The patty, bun and mayonnaise include over five allergens, so it's worth 
checking the recipe before you tuck in if you have any allergies. 


Carl's Jr. 


Carl's Jr nuggets are set apart from the other offerings on the market with their 
distinctive star shape. 


They also include some more unusual ingredients - namely ‘chicken type flavor' 
- according to The Daily Meal. 


The outlet reports that the nuggets include beef flavor, which has three different 
types of protein in it (from hydrolyzed soy, wheat, and corn protein) and beef 
fat. 


As for the spicy chicken sandwich, it reportedly contains ‘isolated oat product’ in 
its patty, and microcrystalline cellulose in its bun - which Is a refined wood pulp. 


Subway 


The chain has faced criticism in the past, with claims that some of its chicken 
products were made from non-chicken material. Subway responded to the 
claims, saying its 'Oven Roasted Chicken and chicken strips are made from 100 
percent all white meat chicken." 


However its products certainly aren't made from chicken alone. Its oven-roasted 
chicken also contains flavorings, potato starch and carrageenan. 


This ts a chemical compound which is safe to eat, but is made from parts of 
various red seaweeds. It is used to thicken foods, and does not have any 
nutritional value. 


Jack in the Box 


Jack in the Box has various poultry-based offerings on its menu, including 
chicken tenders and nuggets. 


These products often contain wheat and milk, so those with allergens should 
check the ingredient list. 


The meat in the popcorn chicken also contains ‘isolated oat product' among its 
other ingredients of chicken breast strips with rib meat, water and potato starch. 


Whataburger 


According to The Daily Meal, a significant proportion of the chain's Southern- 
style chicken strips are not pure chicken meat, with up to 12 percent of each 
tender containing ingredients like water, sodium phosphate, and isolated soy 
protein. 


Isolated soy protein, which is derived from soy beans, is a common ingredient 
in processed foods as a way to bulk them out. 


This last ingredient is a common fixture in processed foods, the outlet reports. A 
protein derived from soybeans, isolated soy protein is a cost-effective way to 
bulk out foods. 


But those with potentially dangerous soy allergies should stay away from 
anything containing soy protein. 


Burger King 


According to The Daily Meal, Burger King chicken nuggets also contain a whole 
host of flavorings alongside chicken breast and rib meat. 


These include autolyzed yeast extract, a substance derived from yeast, and 
other flavor enhancers including disodium guanylate, a form of salt that Is 
sometimes used in tandem with MSG, and which is also found under the name 
E627. 


They are also unsuitable for anyone who can't eat eggs, milk, wheat, gluten or 
celery. 


Domino's 


Although known for its pizza rather than the traditional chicken tender or 
nugget, there are also extra ingredients in the fast food giant's poultry 
offerings. 


Its grilled chicken contains tens of ingredients including modified corn starch, 
modified food starch and lipolyzed butter oil. 


Modified starch is typically used as a thickening agent, stabilizer or emulsifier, 
and to make foods last longer. 


Dairy Queen 


Dairy Queen's chicken strips contain a substantial percentage of ingredients 
other than pure meat. The uncooked tenderloin chicken fritters contain up to 18 
percent of a solution of water, hydrolyzed soy protein, salt, and sodium 
phosphates. 


Sodium phosphate is used to improve the chicken's texture, and help keep it 
fresher for longer. 


A Dairy Queen representative said: 'Our chicken strips are 100% seasoned, 
white meat chicken. Each chicken strip Is a single tenderloin that is marinated 
and breaded for maximum flavor. While we provide our ingredient lists to the 
public on DairyQueen.com, we refrain from providing the exact recipe or 
ingredient percentage for competitive reasons.’ 


Arby's 


According to The Daily Meal, the Buttermilk Chicken Fillet contains a surprising 
ingredient to help enhance its flavor - protein concentrate. 


Commonly consumed by athletes and bodybuilders, whey protein is frequently 
added to other foods to give them a textural and tasty boost and help them last 
longer on the shelf, it reports. 


White Castle 


The shape of the chicken offering at this chain may be a clue that it is not 100 
percent meat. 


These rings contain an extensive list of ingredients, including preservative 
carrageenan - which is derived from seaweed - and powdered cooked chicken. 


And a recent study from Imperial's School of Public Health found higher 
consumption of ultra-processed foods (like the ones above) might be linked to 
an increased risk of developing and dying from cancer. 


One might wonder why BlackRock, the world's largest asset manager 
overseeing trillions of dollars, hasn't shaken up the fast food industry that 
appears to be serving consumers unhealthy food, which, according to Imperial, 
could potentially contribute to cancer. Isn't the 'S' in ESG (Environmental, Social, 
and Governance) supposed to promote the health and safety of society and 
enhance the quality of life? Maybe Larry Fink is preoccupied with more 
important concerns, like climate change and gender identity. 


Stats, court, censorship: when one can’t 
post bail, they can end up in jail for as long as 


years waiting for trial... 


California Gov. Gavin Newsom signs into law a bill that establishes a task force 
to come up with recommendations on how to give reparations in Sacramento, 
Calif., on Sept. 30, 2020. (Office of the Governor via AP) 


Government officials and prosecutors have argued that it’s unfair to low-income 
people who can’t afford it to pay cash for bail and have fought to end this 
requirement. 


“Pretrial detention can last months and even years, during which incarcerated 
individuals suffer countless harms, including deteriorating mental and physical 
health, risk of sexual violence and lasting trauma,” the committee wrote. 


“These harms exert significant pressure on defendants to accept plea bargains 
in order to be released from custody rather than fighting the charges at trial.” 


California Reparations Committee 
Calls for Ending Cash Bail 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 07:30 PM 


Authored by Elizabeth Dowell via The Epoch Times, 


California’s reparations committee is calling for state officials to end 
cash bail and the prosecution of low-level crimes after approving a 
reparations payment plan to make amends for slavery and anti-black 
racism earlier this week. 


The nine-member committee, which was created by state legislation signed by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom in 2020, approved its final recommendations to the 
California Legislature, which will decide whether to enact the measures and 
send them to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. 


A final report is due to the Legislature by July 1, where recommendations include 
several proposals related to criminal justice, including the elimination of cash 
bail. 


“The cash bail system is at the core of many of the class and race- 
based inequities in the criminal legal system,” the committee wrote in its 
proposal. 


“The task force accordingly recommends that the legislature take all steps 
necessary to definitively end cash bail.” 


Middle east, war, Erdogan: Egypt 
Rejects US Requests To Block 
Russian Military Flights 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 05:00 PM 


Washington is trying to pressure Egypt into closing its airspace for all 
Russian military flights, but the regional US ally isn't having it, which also 
awkwardly comes following a recent Pentagon leak showing Cairo planned to 
supply Moscow with rockets. 


“Egypt has ignored U.S. requests to close its airspace to Russian military 
flights, American and Egyptian officials said, testing the limits of 
Washington’s ability to choke off Moscow’s supplies ahead of an 
expected Ukrainian counteroffensive," The Wall Street Journal reports Friday. 


Journal, government, ai: 


Oftwomindsblog illustrates the public/private lexicon of control, but in 2007. 


Our Two Deep States: One Public, 
One Private 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 04:30 PM 


Authored by Charles Hugh Smith via OffwoMinds blog, 


One Deep State is bad enough, but a renegade, predatory private-sector Deep 
State is intolerable. 


In 2007, well before the term Deep State entered the common lexicon, 
I sketched the interconnected public-private pieces of the Deep State, 
which I termed the elite maintaining and extending global 

dominance. This diagram doesn't make all the connections or list all the 
consequential nodes of influence of course, but you get the idea: elected 
officials, i.e. "democracy," play a modest role in the entire structure, which 
displays remarkable continuity regardless of which politicians and parties are 
currently in power. 


Elite Maintaining and Extending Global Dominance (EMEGD) 
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That's the whole idea, of course: continuity that can't be disrupted by an 
election. 


What's changed is the emergence of a private-sector Deep State--a.k.a. 
Big Tech--that has established unprecedented power outside the control of 
elected officials even as it continues to play ball with the traditional public- 
sector dominated Deep State of the alphabet federal agencies and informal 
public-private sector ties. 


This private-sector Deep State is free to pursue its own agenda of 
information-gathering and selling, surveillance, influence and profit- 
maximizing monopolies while seeming to serve the traditional Deep State as 
information-collecting and censorship services. 


What makes Big Tech a private-sector Deep State is that nobody 
outside the corporations knows precisely what's in their databases and 
algorithms or the extent of their capabilities. Sure, they share information with 
the traditional Deep State players, and censor whomever it's "suggested" they 
censor / shadow-ban, but that transfer isn't 100% of what Big Tech has in hand. 
All that transfer is just enough to appear to be playing ball so Big Tech can 
"suggest" OK, we've done our part, now leave us alone. 


The problem with both Deep States is there is no recourse within the 
system for those censored / shadow-banned, those being tracked, those 
whose data is being siphoned off and sold to whomever offers a hefty sum of 
cash, and so on. The basic idea of the US Constitution is that every citizen has 
some recourse via the judicial or political systems should the state 
(government) or private entities overstep the boundaries established by the 
Constitution. 


Citizens have no recourse against the predations of Big Tech or the 
traditional Deep State. Um, hello there, Big Tech, could you please share 
precisely how and when I've been shadow-banned, who else has copies of the 
data you've collected about me and how much you "earned" selling my data to 
third parties? What's actually in your Al tools? Does any public agency have any 
real oversight power over all the looting, pillaging and predation you're 
pursuing? 


So sorry (heh), you agreed to our terms of service which grant us all the 
rights and our algorithms and databases are protected proprietary corporate 
property. So blow chow, pal, you have no recourse. We're a corporation, we 
have rights; you're only a citizen, you have none. You currently have permission 
to post photos of puppies and kittens, so just enjoy the photos of puppies and 
kittens and be happy you haven't yet been digitally erased entirely. 


Um, hello there, Alphabet-Soup Agency, could I please have all the files 
you've assembled on me? Yes, there is a protocol for requesting 

information (the Freedom of Information Act FOIA), but there are exemptions 
and delays, so don't hold your breath. 


Meanwhile, the nation careens into an era of Polycrisis, defined as a 
cluster of related global risks with compounding effects, such that the overall 


impact exceeds the sum of each part. This is of course a classic description 
of emergent systems, which display characteristics that differ from those 
generated by each individual component. 


I've sketched out a few of these dynamics in the chart below of overlapping 
crises. 
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Overlapping Crises: 
"Solutions" Are Now Mutually Reinforcing Problems 
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At the same time, the global status quo, regardless of political flavor, 

is sliding down the backside of the S-Curve (see graph below). Everything 
that was considered a dependable solution is now the problem. There are no 
solutions within the existing status quo, and so everyone has no choice but to do 
more of what's failed spectacularly. 


There are no perfect, sacrifice-free fixes to the demise of the debt- 
funded, waste is growth / Landfill Global Economy, but a good start would 
be bringing the private-sector Deep State of Big Tech to heel, stripping it of its 
opacity and powers, relegating everything Big Tech does or attempts to a tightly 
regulated utility with transparent public oversight. 


The S-Curve of "doing more of what's failed" 


Economy slows; what worked so well in the past is 
ramped up: credit is eased, stimulus is increased. 


maximum expansion 


What worked so well in the 
boost phase now fails; 
diminishing returns turn into 
negative returns as "doing 
more of what's failed" is now 
a destructive force. Rather 
than expand, the economy 
implodes. 


Policies can do no wrong: 
economy, jobs & profits all 
expand smartly 


Policies unleash 
credit, trade, new 
business models & 
startups 
S-curve of Rapid Expansion, Stagnation and Decline 
Copyright 2019 Charles Hugh Smith www.oftwominds.com 


One Deep State is bad enough, but a renegade, predatory private- 
sector Deep State is intolerable. It goes almost without saying that I've been 
shadow-banned for the past 7 years (revealed by the bogus PropOrNot hit list), if 
not longer, but the mechanisms of this censorship are opaque, not just to me 
but to the elected branches of government and the shadow-realm of the 
traditional Deep State. 


Media, censorship, narrative:Non- 
Binary Character In New 
Transformer Cartoon Goes Viral As 
People Call For "Another Brand 
Boycott" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 04:00 PM 

Out of the 'woke' indoctrination ovens from studios in Hollywood is a children's 
computer-animated television show called “Transformers: EarthSpark" that first 
aired on Paramount+ in November 2022 and has embraced the woke 
movement. 


Paramount+ might be digging its grave after the show for young kids appears to 
have recently promoted gender ideology. 


"I know I'm safe when I'm with my friends or other non-binary people," 
a Character named Sam said to Transformer Nightshade. Sam also said 
her pronouns are "she/they." 


The 1-minute clip tweeted by Libs of TikTok has been viewed 8 million times 
within 24 hours. Commenting on the clip is Mostly Peaceful Memes, who 
said, "Really putting the trans in transformers ammiright?" 


The cringe-woke cartoon isn't the first. Disney has been pumping woke cartoons for a 
while, enraging parents. The proliferation of woke cartoons should be a wake-up call for 
parents and the need to vet kids shows as Hollywood and the left wages a culture war 
on the youngest generation. Twitter users were appalled by the woke cartoon. 


Stats, journal, health, inflation, government: 
average american family pays 22 grand in health 
insurance premiums in 2022 


“American life expectancy during this period sharply declined by a 
staggering 2.5 years from 2019 through 2022. While ‘comparable country 
averages’ rebounded from a COVID-related drop in 2021, the United States 
continued declining in life expectancy,” the report found. 


“Yet, the cost of health care is still astronomically high, as the average family 
paid $22,463 in health insurance premiums in 2022. That does not include out- 
of-pocket costs like co-pays and deductibles, which can be thousands more. This 
has led to medical debt for about 100 million Americans,” the report continued. 


Non-Profit Hospitals Made Huge 
Profits During Pandemic While 
Receiving $23 Billion In Federal 
COVID-19 Aid: Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 03:30 PM 

Authored by Mark Tapscott via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 

Federal officials gave more than $23 billion COVID-19 aid to the 
nation’s top 20 nonprofit hospitals even as a 62 percent increase in 
their collective net assets led parallel surges in the institutions’ total 
profits and revenues during the 2018-2021 time period spanning the 
Coronavirus pandemic, according to a new report. 


Migrant, latin America: Record- 
Setting 83,000 Migrants Illegally 
Crossed US Border This Week 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 01:00 PM 

Tens of thousands of migrants rushed across the US-Mexico border this week as 
the pandemic-related asylum restrictions were lifted at midnight Thursday. 


"A record-setting 83,000 migrants crossed our border illegally this week — 
equivalent to a full capacity Dallas Cowboys football stadium," said Fox News' 
Bill Melugin. 


Middle east, war: US Blocks China's 
Attempt To Condemn Israeli 
Attacks On Gaza At UN 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 12:30 PM 
Via The Cradle 


US officials blocked an effort led by China at the UN Security Council (UNSC) this 
week to condemn Israel’s latest onslaught on the besieged Gaza Strip, according 
to senior Israeli officials that spoke with the Times of Israel. 


Washington's interference reportedly came at the request of Tel Aviv, who 
feared the motion at Tuesday’s emergency meeting “would draw an 
equivalence” between the Israeli army and the Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
(PIJ) group. 


Over the decades, the US has consistently stepped in to protect Israel from 
facing the consequences of rampant human rights abuses, the 

military occupation of Palestinian land, and the imposition of 

an apartheid system targeting Palestinians. 


The only exception to this rule came earlier this year, when Washington 
allowed a statement to pass at the UNSC blasting Israel’s expansion of 
illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank. Nonetheless, the US went 
on to block a binding resolution against Israel. 


Former US President Harry Truman was the first world leader to recognize Israel 
when it was created in 1948 following the ‘Nakba,’ or catastrophe, during which 
at least 700,000 Palestinians were violently evicted from their lands by Jewish 
settlers. 


Israel is also the largest cumulative recipient of US foreign aid in the 
post-World War Il era and enjoys unequivocal political and diplomatic cover 
from both the Democratic and Republican parties as well as from US corporate 
media. However, US influence in the region has started to wane in recent 
months, pushing Israel further into isolation. 


Last month, Beijing offered to help facilitate peace talks between Israel and 
Palestine as part of a larger effort to mediate historic conflicts in West Asia. 


In December, Chinese President Xi Jinping expressed support for an end to the 
Israeli occupation of Palestine and voiced frustration over the “historical 
injustice” suffered by Palestinians. 


He also called for granting Palestine “full membership in the United Nations” 
and said Beijing “supports the two-state solution and the establishment of a 
Palestinian state on the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital.” 


The Asian giant has slammed recent comments by a Jewish supremacist 
government minister, who in March said, “there is no such thing as a Palestinian 
people.” 


“The Israeli senior official is wrong and irresponsible to deny 
Palestinian people’s existence and to display an ‘Israel map’ including 
Jordan and Palestinian places occupied by Israel at an event in 

Paris,” said Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for China’s Foreign Ministry. 


Journal, commercial real estate collapse all due 
to covid. Hard to believe we had not one, but two 
real estate moguls in office while all this 
happened... 


New York, San Francisco Office 
Buildings Are Absolute Ghost 
Towns 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 12:00 PM 


It's no secret that commercial real estate is in bad shape across the globe... 


e "It's Going To Be Ugly": Commercial Real Estate Predictions Turn Dire 
e Morgan Stanley Slides As Credit Loss Provisions Surge Due To Commercial 


Real Estate Exposure 

e State Of Commercial Real Estate: Sharp Spike In Office Delinquency Rates 
Coming 

e CRE Crisis Crosses Atlantic: Sweden's Largest Commercial Landlord SBB 


Implodes After Getting Junked, Halting Dividend 
e European Commercial Real Estate Values May Fall Up To 40%: Citi 


Things are so bad, in fact, that 26 Empire State Buildings could fit into 
New York City's empty office space, as occupancy in the city is hovering 
around 50% of prepandemic levels, according to the chair of Harvard Economics 
Department, Edward Glaeser and MIT's Carlo Ratti. 


Stats: Fewer Than 60% Of Baby 
Boomers Have Retirement 
Accounts 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 11:30 AM 


Authored by Katabella Roberts via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Millions of working-age Americans aged between 56 and 64 are edging 
closer to retirement without having savings stashed away. 


War, Russia, Journal, zh all over 
this story: With Bakhmut Hanging 
In Balance, Will Putin Order 
Takedown Of Wagner Boss? 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 08:55 AM 


The bizarre spat between Wagner mercenary group and the regular Russian 
military chain of command has continued exploding into public view, now 
reaching a full-blown crisis for Moscow as the fate of the Bakhmut front 
hangs in the balance. 


Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin claimed Friday that the Russian army is 
abandoning its positions near Bakhmut. "This is not called regrouping, this is 
fleeing," he said in audio statement posted to Wagner's social media channels. 


He additionally alleged that Russian troops "simply went fleeing" from positions 
around the north and south of the strategic Donetsk city. "The flanks are 
failing. The front is collapsing," he added. 


But the defense ministry (MoD) was quick to reject the new assessment 

from Prigozhin, who this week has been begging for more ammunition, while 
threatening to pull his forces if resupplies continue to be blocked or falter. The 
MoD said their are units being regrouped and progress is being made. 


Prigozhin retorted that "Attempts by the defense ministry in the information 
field to sugarcoat the situation - it's leading and will lead to a global tragedy 
for Russia." Prigozhin has previously called the generals "clowns". Further 
according to statements from the Wagner chief this week: 


“Those territories that were liberated with the blood and lives of our comrades 
... are abandoned today almost without any fight by those who are 
supposed to hold our flanks.” 


Earlier in the week, Prigozhin marred Russia’s May 9 Victory Day 
celebrations with public and foul-mouthed criticisms of the country’s top 
military officials. 


“Today they [Ukrainians] are tearing up the flanks in the Artemovsk [Bakhmut] 
direction, regrouping at Zaporizhzhia. And a counteroffensive is about to begin,” 


he said Tuesday. “Victory Day is the victory of our grandfathers. We haven't 
earned that victory one millimetre.” 


Without doubt Prigozhin has seen his political star rise following Wagner's 
spearheading victory in places like Soledar. He's also a personal friend (and 
formerly his chef) of President Putin, but many are starting to ask: how far 
can Prigozhin go with his blasting both military and political 
leadership? 


At this sensitive moment where the tide of the Ukraine war hangs in the balance 
for the Kremlin (Bakhmut long being seen as a strategic ‘turning point’ in the 
east), how politically expendable is Prigozhin? How much can he get away 
with? He seemed to even reference Putin derogatorily as a "happy grandfather" 
who is ignorant of the real situation on the ground. 


There are Western media reports that the Kremlin is preparing to take down or 
silence the Wagner chief... 


The Washington-based hawkish Institute for the Study of War is posing this key 
question, among others: 


It may seem surprising in a country where criticizing the military can potentially 
cost a person a spell in prison that Prigozhin gets away with strident criticism of 
Putin’s generals. But Putin presides over what is often described as a court 
system, where infighting and competition among elites is in fact encouraged to 
produce results, as long as the “vertical of power” remains loyal to and answers 
to the head of state. 


But Prigozhin’s online tantrums to be crossing the line to open 
disloyalty, some observers say. 


In a recent Twitter thread, the Washington-based think tank Institute for the 
Study of War said, “If the Kremlin does not respond to Prigozhin’s 
escalating attacks on Putin it may further erode the norm in Putin’s system 
in which individual actors can jockey for position and influence (and drop in and 
out of Putin’s favor) but cannot directly criticize Putin.” 


Speculation then centers on whether Prigozhin is politically 

expendable, whether his outbursts are a sort of clever deception 
operation — or, more troublingly for Putin, whether the system of loyalty that 
keeps the Kremlin running smoothly is starting to break down. 


Adding to the pressure on the Kremlin, Western headlines are beginning to take 
note that Prigozhi's tirades are now seeming to take aim at Putin himself. 
One reads: "Humiliation for Vladimir Putin as boss of the Russian private military 
company goes into public meltdown." 


How far can Prigozhin go? 


Journal, Russia’s new normal: Russia 
Establishes Anti-Drone Police As 
Threat To Cities Grows 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023 - 08:35 AM 


Russia has launched an anti-drone police force in St. Petersburg, which is 
likely to also be rolled out in other major cities, as the population comes under 
increasing threat by drone activity from Ukraine. 


The force's head, Roman Uvarov, described its purpose as to "ensure the 
protection of public order" during large public events, such as this week's 
Victory Day celebrations which took place in major cities across Russia. 


Media, narrative: Judge Finds 
Federal Age-21 Rule For Handgun 
Purchases Unconstitutional 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 11:40 PM 


A 54-year-old federal prohibition on the sale of guns to Americans 
between 18 and 20 years old has been ruled unconstitutional by a 
federal judge in Richmond, Virginia. The Justice Department is expected to 
appeal and ask for the ruling to be put on hold as the case is further 
adjudicated. 


The case has three plaintiffs, all between 18 and 20 years old. One, John 
"Corey" Fraser, was refused when he attempted to buy a Glock 19x from a 
Federal Firearm Licensed Dealer (FFL). The other two want to buy a handgun but 
haven't tried, in light of Fraser's experience. 


The challenged provision of the Gun Control Act of 1968 didn't 
prohibit possession by 18- to 20-year-olds, it only made it illegal for FFL's 
to sell handguns to them. Rifles and shotguns have no such federal restriction. 


Journal, zh all over the rice shortage: 
Thai Rice Crop In Crosshairs Of El 


Nino As Farmers Are Warned About 
Water Shortages 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


A disruptive El Nino pattern might impact rice production in Thailand, the world's 
second-biggest exporter of the grain that feeds half the world's population. 


Bangkok Post reported farmers are being asked by the Office of the National 
Water Resources "to grow only one rice crop this coming season as rainfall will 
be below average because of the El Nino weather pattern." 


Surasee Kittimonthon, the ONWR secretary-general, said the rainy season, 
which usually begins in late May, will be delayed with periods of intermittent 
rain in June. 


Kittimonthon said ONWR had devised a plan for increased water preservation 
within the country's reservoir system. 


"We can provide water to farmers for the first rice crop, starting in the rainy 
season. 


"But for the second or third crops, we would like farmers' cooperation to grow 
other plants that need less water to help limit the water shortage," he said. 


Rice production requires substantial amounts of water and relies heavily on 
irrigation systems and sufficient rainfall. It's an early warning sign of how El Nino 
is set to wreak havoc on the global food system this year. 


El Nino Threatens Thailand's Rice Shipments 
Share of global rice exports in 2022-23 
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We told readers last month the weather-altering phenomenon had a high 
probability of forming. We said, "If El Niño does form, it could result in heavy 
rainfall and heatwaves in specific regions across the globe, potentially causing 
disruptions in the agricultural industry." 


And days ago, we informed readers about record-breaking heatwaves in Asia 
and Europe in a note titled “/s E/ Nino Supercharging Heatwave Across Asia?" 


Separately, earlier this month, Fitch Solutions published a report that forecasts 
this year's global rice production will log its biggest shortfall in two decades. 


"At the global level, the most evident impact of the global rice deficit has been, 
and still is, decade-high rice prices," Fitch Solutions' commodities analyst 
Charles Hart told CNBC. 


Sliding rice production causes grain prices to increase for 3.5 billion people, 
particularly in the Asia-Pacific region -- this region of the world accounts for 90% 
of the world's rice consumption. 


"Given that rice is the staple food commodity across multiple markets in Asia, 
prices are a major determinant of food price inflation and food security, 
particularly for the poorest households," Hart said. 


He said this year's global shortfall would be around 8.7 million tons, the largest 
global rice deficit since 2003/2004 of 18.6 million. 


As a result of tightening global supplies, rough rice futures trading on the CBoT 
have soared above $18 per cwt, the highest level since September 2008. Cwt is 
a unit of measurement for certain commodities such as rice. 
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Recall in the late summer of 2022. We told readers: 
e The Stage Is Being Set For A Massive Global Rice Shortage 


e "Situation Is Really Precarious": World's Largest Rice Exporter Faces 
Output Decline Amid Heatwave 


... and just recently. 


e Thai Rice Prices Jump As Global Food Crisis Reignites 


El Nino appears set to decrease precipitation levels, potentially causing 
disruptions in the global food industry. Persistently high food inflation could 
increase the likelihood of societal unrest in developing economies. 


War, Erdogan, middle east: US Bill 
Seeks To Combat Syria 
Normalization As King Salman 
Extends Assad Invitation 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 08:40 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


A bipartisan group of lawmakers in the House have _introduced a bill aimed to 
combat Syria’s normalization with regional countries that would expand 
sanctions and prohibit the US from establishing diplomatic ties with 
the government of Bashar al-Assad. 


The bill was introduced by Reps. Joe Wilson (R-SC), Michael McCaul (R-TX), Steve 
Cohen (D-TN), and several other members of the House. The legislation comes 
as a response to Syria being readmitted to the Arab League, which has enraged 
US officials who want to keep Syria isolated. 


Government, censorship, readlater: 
The Voter Registration Machine 
Flipping The States Blue 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 08:00 PM 


Authored by Hayden Ludwig via American Greatness, 


New documents reveal the Center for Election Innovation and 
Research’s true purpose: Juicing Democrat registration in the states, 
thanks to data provided by ERIC. 


War, middle east, Erdogan, Russia: 
Iran, Iraq Sign Agreement For 
Expanded Energy Ties, Despite US 
Sanctions 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


Via The Cradle 


Iran and Iraq signed an agreement on Wednesday to expand energy ties and 
establish a joint office aimed at overlooking cooperation between the two 
countries, the Iraqi Oil Ministry announced, coming as part of Iranian Oil Minister 
Javad Owji’s visit to Baghdad. 


Upon arriving in the Iraqi capital, Owji was received by Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani and discussed with him “the overall cooperation 
between Iraq and Iran, and ways to develop them,” as well as the ability to 
jointly confront “global economic challenges.” 


War, middle east: Pakistan May 
Lose Support From IMF - Risks 
Debt Default As Civil Unrest 
Continues 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


Almost exactly a year ago we covered Pakistan's efforts to secure economic aid 
through the IMF in order to defuse its growing inflationary crisis. In May 2022, 
Pakistan's core inflation rate was around 13% - Today, their core inflation rate is 
at 19.5%. The situation keeps getting uglier. 


Pakistan has sought relief from foreign debt obligations and an IMF bailout deal. 
Initial arrangements for a three year deal with the IMF began in 2019, but 
Pakistan said that deal, originally for $6 billion USD, was ‘outdated due to the 
pandemic’ and new global financial pressures. The nation is in ‘dire need' of at 
least $36 billion in order to stay afloat. However, it appears that any chance of 
an agreement with the IMF is about to falter. 


A spokesperson for the International Monetary Fund in an interview with 
Bloomberg states that they are in talks with Pakistan on a multi-billion loan 
program, which is going to conclude in June. But, the spokesperson also said 
that the IMF “wants an assurance on a coordinated mechanism for debt 
recovery from Pakistan” as well as an assurance on implementation of the 
economic policy. The IMF has reportedly rejected a recent Pakistan government 
claim that it has met all the conditions to reach an agreement with the global 
financial body to release funds. 


Without IMF support Pakistan risks default in the near term, according to Moodys 
Investor Service. 


“We consider that Pakistan will meet its external payments for the remainder of 
this fiscal year ending in June,” says Grace Lim, a sovereign analyst with Moodys 
in Singapore. “However, Pakistan's financing options beyond June are highly 
uncertain. Without an IMF program, Pakistan could default given its very weak 
reserves.” 


The reason for the IMF pullback is obvious - Mass civil unrest has exploded in 
response to the arrest of former prime minister Imran Khan on corruption 
charges. Pakistan's Supreme Court has ruled that Khan's dramatic arrest this 
week was illegal and has ordered his immediate release. His lawyers had argued 
that his detention from court premises in Islamabad on Tuesday was unlawful. 


Mr. Khan stood surrounded by his lawyers in front of the three Supreme Court 
judges as they told him that because of the way he had been arrested on 
Tuesday - inside a court complex, conducting biometric tests - the arrest was 
invalid. This does not necessarily end the instability within Pakistan, though. 
Charges are still being brought against Khan and the likelihood of continued 
riots is high. 


What does this mean? 


Pakistan is a nuclear armed nation with over 165 warheads from short to 
medium range. The country also has ongoing border disputes with India and 
strong military ties to China. A destabilization of the region could lead to a 
much larger geopolitical crisis as well as send shockwaves through the global 
economy. An IMF refusal at this time could trigger chaos that reverberates 
through the east and the west. 


Narrative, media, stats: Two Youths 
Commit Suicide In Taxpayer- 
Funded Cross-Sex Hormone Study 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 08:00 PM 


Authored by Darlene McCormick Sanchez via The Epoch Times (emphasis ours), 


Lawmakers are demanding answers after the suicide deaths of two 
young people involved in a transgender hormone study funded by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). 


Additionally, 11 participants reported suicidal thoughts during the study, 
according to a January article by researchers published in the New England 


Journal of Medicine (NEJM). 


In a letter to Dr. Lawrence Tabak, acting director at NIH, 15 Republican 
lawmakers question why the study wasn’t halted after participants died or 
reported adverse effects. 


“It is alarming that vulnerable young people died by suicide while 
participating in a taxpayer-funded study that will almost certainly inflict 
devastating physical harm on those who participated,” the lawmakers’ letter 
stated. 


“Rather than shutting the study down after such serious adverse events, the 
researchers published their paper, concluding that the study was a success 
because cross-sex hormones had altered subjects’ physical appearance and 
improved psychosocial functioning,” lawmakers added. 


The study “Psychosocial Functioning in Transgender Youth after 2 Years of 
Hormones” attempted to analyze the psychosocial state of participants. 


Researchers evaluated the impact of cross-sex hormones on “transgender and 
nonbinary youth” between the ages of 12 and 20, according to the study. 


NIH awarded $477,444 in a five-year grant to the Boston Children’s 
Hospital, the University of California at San Francisco, and the Lurie 
Children’s Hospital of Chicago for the study, according to a report in The 
Daily Signal. Dr. Diane Chen at the Lurie Children’s Hospital led the study. 


Lawmakers have blasted the study for subjecting children to “radical gender 
ideology.” Of 315 study subjects, 240 were minors. 


After the study was published, the medical watchdog group “Do No Harm,” 
called the research “fatally flawed and borderline unscientific” because it 
muddled instead of clarified questions about the medical transition of children. 


Twenty-four participants in the study received cross-sex hormones after puberty 
suppression—when they're “in early puberty”—and are “likely sterile as a 
result,” according to the lawmakers. 


Lawmakers said that other risks to participants include an increased chance of 
cardiovascular disease and blood clotting. They also questioned the value of a 
study that didn’t include a “control group.” 


The letter stated the taxpayer-funded research was already being used to 
further the “fallacy” that chemically transitioning children was safe and effective 
despite “glaring shortfalls.” 


The study didn’t dwell on the suicides. Instead, it reported “positive” effects of 
cross-sex hormones, such as “life satisfaction” and decreases in depression and 
anxiety—at least for the duration of the study. 


Republicans charged that some involved in the study were known transgender 
activists focused on gender modification for children. 


In a video later removed from Boston Children’s Hospital’s YouTube channel, the 
hospital claimed “that children can know their gender identity ‘from the womb,'” 
lawmakers said. 


According to the letter, Johanna Olson, a co-author of the NEJM article, received 
a federal grant for a study in which she altered protocol to allow children as 
young as 8 years old to receive cross-sex hormones. 


The lawmakers noted in their objection that research shows gender dysphoria in 
minors often resolves by itself as struggling teenagers progress through 
puberty, “completely undermining the idea that children should have their 
bodies permanently altered to match their changing identities.” 


They added that the NIH plans to give more than $10.6 million to 
“experiment on children and adolescents through 2026.” 


Rep. Josh Brecheen (R-Okla.) and Sen. Ted Budd (R-N.C.) led the letter 
demanding responses to questions by June 9. 


Questions included the age of the suicide victims, the clinic that administered 
the hormones, and what steps may have been taken to halt and review the 
study when the deaths occurred. 


Lawmakers also want to know if any steps were taken to provide ongoing 
monitoring of other children participating in the study to ensure that they are 
not at risk for suicide. 


They also asked if participants had been evaluated for sterility or impaired 
fertility as a result of receiving cross-sex hormones and the results. 


In a press release, Brecheen said lawmakers are committed to holding 
those responsible for the loss of life accountable. 


“It is sickening that the federal government is preying on young people and 
using our taxpayer dollars to advance its radical gender ideology,” Brecheen 
Said. 


Budd called the NIH-funded study “highly questionable experiments.” 


“Taxpayer dollars should not be used to fund studies that encourage gender 
transition interventions on young people,” Budd said. 


Others signing the letter included Sens. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), 
James Lankford (R-Okla.), Mike Lee (R-Utah), and Reps. Mary Miller (R-Ill.), 
Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.), Andy Biggs (R-Ariz.), Eli Crane (R-Ariz.), Jeff Duncan (R- 


S.C.), Randy Weber (R-Texas), Chip Roy (R-Texas), Ronny Jackson(R-Texas), and 
Michael Cloud (R-Texas). 


War, Russia: Russian Media Says 
Ukraine's Counteroffensive Has 
Begun Amid Conflicting Reports 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 07:40 PM 


Russian media as well as some Western reports are saying the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive has begun. This comes the day after Yevgeny Prigozhin, the 
head of Russia’s Wagner Group, blasted regular Russian forces for retreating 
from parts of the Bakhmut front. 


Prigozhin also claimed that Russia’s 72nd Separate Motor-rifle Brigade has given 
up its positions along the town's southwest edge, also while pleading for more 
ammunition to go to Wagner fighters. Importantly, in a late Thursday report 
Russian state media is citing a prominent war correspondent to say the much- 
touted spring offensive has arrived, even though Ukrainian leaders on the 
same day said it is still stalled and they are "waiting" - also for more 
weapons from the West. 


Censorship, government: DHS 
Producing Videos Teaching Citizens 


How To Identify "Radicalized" 
Conservatives 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 06:20 PM 

America First Legal (AFL) has obtained documents through FOIA request from 
the Department of Homeland Security which outline a “Choose Your Own 
Adventure” style video series that DHS intended to release to the public. The 
videos were meant to depict different scenarios in which citizens might 
encounter potentially “radicalized” individuals. Citizens are then asked to 
choose what they think should be done about the encounter. 


Most of the scripted scenarios showcase people with conservative beliefs and 
values as the radicalized threat. For example, the DHS targeted “suburban 
Moms” with pro-life beliefs: 


Branch 4: Middle-Aged Pro-Life Advocate 
Radicalization Suspect: Ann, mid-40s woman 
Bystanders: Preacher, bakery employee, primary care doctor 


PROFILE SETUP: 
(Visually we see a portrait of our protagonist, Ann, along with stock footage that you would 
associate with a suburban Mom, laundry, minivan, etc. Sound FX help build Jamic’s 


environment, ) 


AVO: This ts Ann, a resident of Elkville in rural America. Ann has always been religious but 
since the death of her mother, she’s become increasingly devout. She's a regular in the small- 
town community, active in several church groups, While she has always been protective of her 
four kids, she has become increasingly more concerned about the welfare of other children 
including the unborn 


Scene 4B: Ribbon-cutting 


You are an employee at a new bakery about to open in Elkville. As the mayor walks up to the 
ribbon at the bakery entrance, you hear another attendee yell, “baby killer” towards them. You 


turn to find the shouter and are shocked to see that it's Ann, a woman who you've always known 
to be empathetic in the past. Once at home you... 


Employee Bystander Choices: 


* Choice 4BI - Call Ann's husband to discuss what you just witnessed and check to 
see if everything has been okay lately 

* Choice 4B2 - Contact Ann's preacher and ask about her behavior 

* Choice 4B3 — Stop by Ann's house to chat and see how she’s doing 


Viewer is then presented with an individualized narrative slide based on his/her choice... 
Scene 4C: Hair Salon 


You've been Ann's hairdresser for years. During one of Ann's visits, she brings up pro-life 

arguments and begins ranting, saying that something should be done to put a stop to the planned 
parenthood office in the next county. She shares videos of violent protests on her phone and you 
notice increasingly more militant language from Ann. After you wrap up the appointment, you... 


Hairdresser Bystander Choices: 


* Choice 4C1 — Call the sheriff to ask him about when you should be concemed about 
radicalization 

* Choice 4C2 — Talk to your coworkers and staff about the conversation and ask if 
they've noticed anything different lately 

* Choice 4C3 — Go online-to research the groups that Ann was talking about 


Viewer is then presented with an individualized narrative slide based on his/her choice... 


DHS OVERVIEW: Based on the choices that were made we have video that discusses the path 
taken and what you could have done to make the situation better, 


The series also targeted “old high school friends” who believe in “conspiracies” 
as examples of radicalized citizens in need of bystander intervention. 


Branch 5: Old High School Friend and Budding Conspiracy Theorist 
Radicalization Suspect: Courtney, mid-30s, divorced 
Bystanders: Old high school friend, mother, boyfriend 


PROFILE SETUP: 

(Visually we see a portrait of our protagonist, Courtney, along with stock footage that you would 
associate with a suburban Mom, laundry, minivan, etc. Sound FX help build Courtney's 
environment.) 


ro 


AVO: This is Courtney. She is a divorced mother of two, in her late 30s. Her children have 
always been her world, but after moving to a new city she has made a new group of friends and 
has joined volunteer groups for underprivileged youth. She has become fixated on conspiracy 
theories regarding government connections to child abuse and trafficking. 


Scene 3A: High school friend's home 


You're Courtney’s high school friend and as you scroll through your social media feed, you start 
to notice increasingly strange posts from Courtney. She is beginning to spread conspiracy 
theories, and the level of anger in her posts is rising more and more. 


Old Friend Bystander Choices: 


* Choice 5Al —Monitor Courtney's posts and other conversations 

a Choice 5A2~ Check in with her ex-husband to see if he’s noticed any changes in 
behavior 

* Choice 5A3 — Send Courtney a private message to ask how things are going in the new 
city 


Viewer is then presented with an individualized narrative slide based on his/her choice... 


The video scripts, written under the DHS’s Office of Terrorism and Violence 
Prevention, was part of an internalized memo circulated on January 29th, 2021, 
only eight days after Joe Biden entered the White House. The program seems to 
have been developed in tandem with the “Disinformation Governance 

Board” which was eventually scrapped due to public opposition. It reveals an 
ongoing and disturbing trend within the Federal Government to implement 
authoritarian measures across the country, first using covid as an excuse, then 
using the January 6th protests as a rationale. 


Let us not forget about Biden's disinfo-czar Nina Jankowicz, also known as 
“Scary Poppins.” 


The focus of these DHS efforts was overwhelmingly on conservatives, with a not- 
so-subtle implication that conservatives and constitutionalists (or anyone that 


questions official government narratives) are domestic terrorists. This was done 
while the DHS and Democrats mostly ignored the violent actions of BLM, Antifa, 
trans rights protesters, etc. 


The covid era brought the US and many other western nations to the very edge 
of an Orwellian society in which partnerships between corporate institutions and 
government bureaucracy are exploited to suppress all political and scientific 
discourse. They created artificial fear and hype over a virus with a 0.23% 
Infection Fatality Rate, and they painted an unarmed protest at the capitol 
building (in which not a single person died because of the protesters) as an 
“insurrection.” 


Now, we find that federal agencies are preparing propaganda to teach the public 
to act as informants, much like the communist Stasi in East Germany, to weed 
out and persecute liberty minded Americans. Or, to act as hall monitors for the 
state, correcting the behavior and speech of their friends, family and neighbors 
and creating an atmosphere of self censorship within the populace. 


The most important question to ask is this: What are they afraid of? 


Is the DHS afraid of legitimate domestic terrorist threats and they are perhaps 
misguided in promoting a pre-crime model for prevention? Or, is the 
government about to do something they know will anger the public; something 
that might inspire Americans to become militant, such as a broad crackdown on 
people's freedoms? And if the latter is the case, wouldn't the best method of 
prevention be for governments and bureaucrats to avoid enraging the public in 
the first place and to leave our freedoms alone? 


Israeli Killed Outside Tel Aviv As 
IDF Says Over 800 Rockets Fired 
From Gaza 


BY TYLER DURDEN 


THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 04:40 PM 


Update(1540ET): As of mid-evening local time the IDF has recorded 803 
rockets and mortars launched over the past 2 days from the Gaza Strip. At least 
28 Palestinians have been killed, many of them civilians. 


The first Israeli citizen has been killed: "One person has been killed when a 
rocket fired from Gaza struck a city near Tel Aviv, an Israeli emergency 
official tells Army Radio," per Al Jazeera. 


"A spokesperson for Israel’s medical services said a rocket struck a four- 
storey apartment building in Rehovot, leading to a death and at least five 
injuries." 


The EU and other international bodies are calling for an immediate ceasefire, 
but there are currently no signs either side is backing down, also as Israel 
continues to pummel Gaza with airstrikes. 


Asia, war, China: Taiwan Says Its 
Military Won't Let The US Blow Up 
Semiconductor Factories 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 04:00 PM 


Authored by Dave DeCamp via AntiWar.com, 


Taiwan's defense minister in statements early this week pushed back against 
the idea of the US bombing the island’s semiconductor factories in the event of 
a Chinese invasion. 


Rep. Seth Moulton (D-MA) recently said the US should "make it very clear to 
the Chinese that if you invade Taiwan, we’re going to blow up 

TSMC," referring to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, which 
produces the majority of the world’s advanced semiconductors. 


When asked about Moutlon’s comments, Taiwanese Defense Minister Chiu Kuo- 
cheng said the military wouldn’t let that happen. 


"It is the military’s obligation to defend Taiwan and we will not tolerate any 
others blowing up our facilities," he said, according to The South China 
Morning Post. 


The idea of bombing Taiwan’s chip factories to avoid them coming 
under Chinese control is gaining popularity in Washington. 


A paper published in 2021 by the US Army War College suggested the US and 
Taiwan should plan "scorched-earth" tactics that could render Taiwan "not 
just unattractive if ever seized by force, but positively costly to 
maintain." 


The paper said the tactic could be done "most effectively by threatening to 
destroy facilities belonging to the Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Company, the most important chipmaker in the world and China’s most 
important supplier." 


Here's a selection of the document entitled Broken Nest: Deterring China from 
Invading Taiwan: 


To start, the United States and Taiwan should lay plans for a targeted scorched- 
earth strategy that would render Taiwan not just unattractive if ever seized by 
force, but positively costly to maintain. This could be done most effectively 
by threatening to destroy facilities belonging to the Taiwan 
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, the most important chipmaker 
in the world and China’s most important supplier. Samsung based in 
South Korea (a US ally) is the only alternative for cutting-edge designs. 


Robert O’Brien, who served as President Trump’s national security 
advisor, recently called for bombing Taiwan’s factories if China attacks. 


"The United States and its allies are never going to let those factories 
fall into Chinese hands," O’Brien told Semafor in March. 


Censorship: Watch Live: Hearing On 
How DHS Enables The Silencing Of 
Dissent 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 03:00 PM 


Homeland Security’s Subcommittee on Oversight, Investigations, and 
Accountability is holding a hearing entitled “Censorship Laundering: How 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Enables the Silencing of 
Dissent" this afternoon and we thought it may be worth tuning in for some 
partisan fireworks. 


Chairman Dan Bishop (R-NC) said the hearing was to examine possible 
government overreach in a Department of Homeland Security (DHS) program 
that could be used to monitor mis-, dis-, and malinformation (MDM) posted 
online by American citizens. 


“Time and time again, Biden and Mayorkas’ DHS has chosen censorship and 
suppression over free speech and put partisan games ahead of our national 
security. " 


"The dystopian ‘Disinformation Governance Board’ wasn’t an 
aberration—it was the tip of the iceberg of their censorship laundering 
schemes,” Chairman Bishop said. 


“This Subcommittee is demanding that DHS upholds its duty to secure 
America’s critical infrastructure and defend the homeland while safeguarding 
Americans’ constitutional rights. We won’t rest until we get full 
transparency and accountability.” 


Martin Kulldorff, one of the most pilloried, censored, deplatformed, and outright 
banned of those dissenters - who just happened to be 1) an expert beyond 
reproach on the topic and 2) correct in everything he proclaimed - sums up the 
farce in the first paragraph of his prepared remarks: 


Censorship can be deadly. 


Freedom of speech is always important, but it is especially important during a 
national emergency such as a pandemic. 


No authority is infallible, and when a new virus emerges, it is 
impossible for poli cians and public health officials to get things right 
without listening to discussions between a wide cast of scientists with 
different areas of expertise and thoughts. 


Censorship inevitably leads to self-censoring. Some of my public health 
colleagues did not speak up for fear of being censored, silenced or 
slandered, like I was. I don’t blame them. 


Witnesses include: 
Ben Weingarten - Investigative Journalist and Columnist 


Martin Kulldorff, PhD - Epidemiologist and Biostatistician (Full prepared 
remarks here) 


e Cynthia Miller-Idriss, PhD - Professor, School of Public Affairs and School of 
Education Founding Director, Polarization and Extremism Research and 
Innovation Lab, American University 


e Jonathan Turley - Shapiro Chair for Public Interest Law, The George 
Washington University (Full written statement here) 


Censorship: Just Nuts: History 
Professor Suspended For Passing 
Out Candies Marked "HeHim" And 
"SheHer" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 02:25 PM 


Authored by Jonathan Turley, 


We often follow controversies at universities over free speech, but this week’s 
addition can be accurately described as nuts. Madera Community College 
History Professor David Richardson is under investigation as a possible 
confectionery reactionary ... or at least that is what the school appears to be 
investigating. 


Richardson recently gave out candy on campus from Jeremy’s 
Chocolates labeled “HeHim” (nuts) and “She/Her” (nutless). 


For Richardson, the candies have led to his suspension pending official 
investigation. 


Richardson reportedly brought the candy to an open house event for academic 
programs. The candy is connected to the conservative Daily Wire, which 
launched the chocolate brand two months ago in protest of Hershey’s naming “a 
biological male” as its spokesperson for International Women’s Day. 


Inflation, journal, how is there ANY demand for 
a 30 year t-note--like at all? Impressive Demand 
In 30Y Auction As Foreign Buyer Demand Rises 


Impressive Demand In 30Y Auction 
As Foreign Buyer Demand Rises 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 02:19 PM 


After a stellar 3Y auction, a solid 10Y moments ago we got the last refunding 
auction of the quarter when the treasury sold $21 billion in 30 year paper, and it 
did so in impressive fashion. 


The high yield of 3.741% was just above last month's 3.661%. It also stopped 
through the When Issued 3.756% by 1.5bps, the biggest stop through since 
January's 2.4bps. 


The Bid to Cover rose to 2.426, above April's 2.359, above the six-auction 
average 2.346 and the highest since January's 2.451. 


The internals were also impressive with the Indirect award jumping to 72.44% 
from 69.12%, the strongest since - you guessed it - January. And with Directs 
taking down 17.4% (the lowest since, yup, January), dealers were left with 
10.2% of the auction, modestly below the recent average of 11.7%. 


Overall, this was another solid auction which managed an impressive stop 
through despite the sharp run up in bond prices (and drop in yields) into the 


1Pm auction deadline amid growing recession fears. 


Africa, markets: Rand Plummets To 
Record Low After US Accuses South 
Africa Of Supplying Weapons To 
Russia 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 01:20 PM 


The US ambassador to Pretoria accused South Africa of supplying arms to Russia 
in a covert naval operation, sharply escalating a foreign policy crisis for 
President Cyril Ramaphosa over the country’s ties to the Kremlin and its position 
on the Ukraine war. 


While the accusation was unconfirmed as of Thursday morning, the news sent 
the South African rand plunging to a new all time low while the benchmark stock 
index slid 1% and yields on 2032 government bonds soared 30 basis points to 
the highest since the start of the pandemic as any evidence that he country is 
defying international sanctions to support Russia’s invasion of Ukraine would 
make South Africa itself subject to international repercussions that would further 
sink an economy already under strain from unprecedented power shortages 


journal, quite the statement from mike every: 
"It's Now Hard To See Any Accurate Information 
On Anything" 


"It's Now Hard To See Any Accurate 
Information On Anything" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 11:40 AM 


By Michael Every of Rabobank 
None so blind as those that will not see 


There are none so blind as those who will not see: except those who see things 
that aren’t there because it also suits their book. 


"Deflation and Fed rate cuts!" scream the markets selling us 
‘transitory’ for two years. Yet US CPI, 0.4% m-o-m headline and core as 
expected, and 4.9% y-o-y headline, a rounding-error tick lower than consensus, 
and 5.5% core saw no evidence of that if you dug in rather than stripping 
whichever elements of high inflation you don’t like this month out. Durable and 
non-durable goods have stopped deflating on a GDP-style 3-month/3-month 
annualized basis, which means CPI needs to be led lower by services, which are 
not doing so ex-housing. 


Imagine if agri analysts, instead of making careful, honest forecasts based on 
the complex factors impacting on supply and demand --and the realpolitik of 
what producers and consumers are both willing to hear-- made deliberately 
ridiculous forecasts just to push prices higher, so they would get paid more. 
That’s not how it works there, of course. But it is sadly how naive economists 
with mean reverting models combine with shillltastic ‘Dow 36,000!’ types and 
ODTE options nowadays. 


At least the Wall Street Journal is honest enough to note: ‘We Might be Getting 
Used to High Inflation, and That’s Bad News: Companies’ ease with raising 
prices may mean more rapid increases are becoming entrenched’, while the ECB 
is muttering that it might need to keep hiking rates as far out as September. 
However, that still leads the same crowd to say the same things. For stocks, it 
means higher profits, and if rates go up, they have to come down again - 
because markets. For bonds, higher rates to fight inflation now means lower 
rates soon and lower long yields now - because markets. 


Neither sees the bigger political-economy picture of why firms are able to raise 
prices, which speaks to a concentrated corporate power that can shrug off 


monetary policy. Nor are they seeing the inflationary geopolitical-economy 
backdrop inherent in: 


The Lowy Institute saying what we said years go: ‘Biden’s quiet economic 
revolution: The guiding hand of the state is back as geopolitics rules’; 


Politico noting ‘Reform or die? If the US gets its way, the WTO might do both’, 
putting a nail in the coffin of free-trade’s landmark institutional achievement in 


Trumpian fashion. 


The Wall Street Journal saying ‘Automation Giant Faces US Government Probe 


Over China Operations: Investigation of Rockwell looks at whether its software 


might allow access to critical US government and industrial infrastructure’ - 
spelling more decoupling; 


The Chinese defence minister refusing to meet his US counterpart due to US 
sanctions; 


US President Biden will sign a defence treaty with Papua New Guinea /n person, 
which had been leaning towards China, in the first ever US presidential visit 


there; 


China’s official foreign affairs sookesman tweeting: “Pentagon has reportedly 
made plans for hitting opponents with genetically engineered weapons. The 


genomic data of Asian Chinese, European Aryans and Middle Eastern Arabs all 
on a list to be collected by the US military”(!)- while also underlining anger over 
US engagement with Taiwan; 


Beijing snubbing the German Finance minister, who responds, “We will not let 
our liberal values be bought for good business deals," as there is a public 
pushback at the VW shareholder meeting over its China operations; and 


Dollar-less Pakistan says it wants to pay for Russian oil in CNY. 


And that’s just one day in 2023 - NONE OF WHICH IS BEING REFLECTED 
IN MARKET FORECASTS ABOUT WHAT THE FUTURE LOOKS LIKE. All they 
think about is when inflation comes down enough for the Fed to cut rates, 
because some people make more money that way, or sleep better, or both. 


At the same time, those long only and forced to be long China by MSCI 
allocations, and Wall Street firms keen to growth their businesses there until the 
crackdown on due-diligence consultants started, are refusing to see 

that China’s problem is structural deflation due to over-supply of 
everything and not enough demand. Chinese CPI data today was only 0.1% y-o- 
y vs. 0.3% expected, so deflation looms. It’s already arrived in PPI at -3.6% y-o-y 
vs. -3.3% expected and -2.5% last month. In short, reopening was a nothing 
burger. The ‘shift to consumption’ sold for years has been mis-sold for year. 
China’s exports may be up again, but its import growth keeps slumping y-o-y: 
which the likes of the IMF are deliberately blind to seeing means China is a net 
DRAG on global GDP growth, not any kind of addition. 


Yes, the West would kill for that kind of deflation right now. But because 
they have under-supply of everything and over-demand in services, they aren’t 
going to get it. As such --and given China will keep trying to export its way out-- 
the onus will be on the West to mirror China going forwards. That’s 
stagflationary or inflationary for longer, and higher geopolitical risks forever. 


But of course not seeing, and deliberately seeing what’s not, reflect a 
larger human failing. 


This week already saw former US president Trump ordered to pay a woman $5m 
for an alleged assault. That was rightly front-page news even in the financial 
press, and joins a long line of bad Trump headlines. Today, the same media are 
of course covering the arrest on alleged corruption charges of Republican 
Representative Santos. Yet they ignore the alleged corruption of the 
Biden family presented in Congress, as they did the Hunter Biden 
laptop in 2020, and the orchestrated campaign to ensure that story 
never surfaced. As US law professor Jonathon Turley notes, Congress “could 
produce eight heads in a duffle bag owned by Hunter and the media would still 
demand a luggage tag referencing the President.” That reminds me of the 2016 
election, when someone stated that if video were found of Hillary Clinton eating 
babies, CNN would have decried Trump for eschewing eating nutritious children. 
And before the inevitable ‘whataboutism’ begins, Fox, Breitbart, etc., obviously 
do the same the other way round. It’s a universal problem. 


That said, Trump was just on CNN for the first time in a long time and made one 
thing clear: he won’t back Ukraine further if he wins in 2024. Europe might 
suddenly need to start looking at their lofty rhetoric on values, at their 
feeble military muscle, and at the US opinion polls, if they still mean anything 
anymore. 


That’s the point: /t’s now hard to see any accurate information on 
anything. But we shouldn’t be blind to that uncomfortable fact, in life or in 
markets. Rather, we should open our eyes! 


Pakistan Top Court Orders 
Immediate Release Of Imran Khan, 
Declares Arrest Illegal 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAY 11, 2023 - 11:00 AM 


Pakistan's Supreme Court has ruled that the arrest of former Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was illegal and has ordered his immediate release, 
following two days of deadly protests and spreading unrest, which has pitted his 
Supporters against the miliary and security services. 


Khan was taken into custody when he appeared in the Islamabad High Court 
Tuesday, and was filmed being whisked away in an armored vehicle by dozens 
of anti-corruption task force agents dressed in Swat gear. The scene sparked 
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fuels took effect in early February. 


African countries on the Mediterranean, as well as Turkey, had started 
taking in more Russian fuels even before the Western ban. Now signs 
are emerging that some of those products could be headed for re-export to 
Europe, analysts say. But they also note that even if this were the case, it’s 
difficult to ascertain the true origin of a cargo blended with other products. 


And the EU may not be too strict in looking to remove every possible Russian 
barrel of oil product from its market, considering the major dislocation in global 
oil trade and the goal of the Western nations to punish Putin but keep his oil 
flowing around the world. 


The EU banned—effective February 5—seaborne imports of Russian 
refined oil products and around 1 million barrels per day (bpd) of 
Russian diesel, naphtha, and other fuels need to find a home elsewhere if 
Moscow wants to continue getting money for those products. The flow of 
Russian fuels to third countries is also regulated by price caps, similar to the cap 
on Russian crude, if the trade is carried out through Western insurers. The cap 
on Russian diesel is $100 per barrel, while the cap on lower-cost petroleum 
products is set at $45 a barrel. 


Europe is on track to import this month the highest volumes of diesel from the 
Middle East and Asia in seven years as the EU turns to alternative supply after 
the ban on imports of Russian diesel and other fuels took effect. 


At the same time, Russian oil product flows to North Africa are surging. Morocco, 
for example, saw imports of 2 million barrels of Russian diesel in January, 
compared to just 600,000 barrels for the whole year 2021, according to Kpler 
data cited by The Wall Street Journal. Tunisia has also seen a surge in imports of 
Russian petroleum products - to 2.8 million barrels in January and another 
estimated 3.1 million barrels in February, after negligible volumes imported 
prior to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 


According to analysts, those countries will not be consuming all the Russian oil 

products. North Africa isn’t boosting its refining processing, either. This leaves 
one plausible explanation for the jump in imports of Russian fuels—re- 
export to other countries, including Europe, after blending with products of 

non-Russian origin. 


“Trust me, we are not witnessing some renaissance in Maghrebi 
refining,” Viktor Katona, a senior oil analyst with Kpler, told the Journal. A part 
of the Russian oil products will end up in Europe, according to Katona. 


There has been a recent surge in Russian clean petroleum products (CPP) on 
water, according to Vortexa. 


Currently 87 vessels carrying Russian diesel are on the water, loannis 
Papadimitriou, Senior Freight Analyst at Vortexa, wrote on Friday. Of those, 63 
vessels carrying 18 million barrels are currently signaling non-European/non- 
Mediterranean destinations, or Mediterranean waypoints or ship to ship (STS) 
transfer zones. 


“The remainder are mainly signalling the Mediterranean, a trend that was 
starting to appear prior to the ban, with the ultimate destinations being North 
Africa and to a greater extent Turkey - an opportunistic post-war buyer of 
Russian oil and gas,” Vortexa’s Papadimitriou said. 


“Vessels do not reflect idle or a ‘wait-and-see’ behavior at great scale, and 
hence do not display an enormous challenge in finding a buyer in non-traditional 
markets. ” 


Analysts and market observers will now have to see how long it would take for 
STS cargoes to find and reach their final destinations, and if potential major 


logistics delays could threaten the pace of Russian oil product exports, 
according to Papadimitriou. 


“Hence, in answering the question whether Russia is finding a way to 
maintain CPP exports in this new reality, the answer lies closer to a yes 
than a no.” 


Stats: Netflix Is Responsible For 15% Of Global 


Internet Traffic 
A new report by Sandvine has revealed the web applications responsible for the 
world's most downstream internet traffic. 


As Statista's Martin Armstrong points out, underlining the popularity of 
streaming services, Netflix accounts for the most megabytes with 14.9 percent. 


Netflix Is Responsible for 15% 
of Global Internet Traffic 


Distribution of worldwide downstream internet traffic 
in 2022, by application 
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You will find more infographics at Statista 
YouTube isn't too far behind with 11.4 percent. 


Further back but still with a significant share, Amazon Prime Video is responsible 
for 3.7 percent. Adding to video streaming's contribution, Disney+ has a share 
of 4.5 percent. 


Social media and gaming are the other standout categories, with TikTok, 
Facebook, Playstation and Xbox creating large amounts of global downstream 
traffic in 2022. 


Foxconn Plans $700 Million iPhone Factory In 


India As China Exodus Accelerates 


"The investment is one of Foxconn's biggest single outlays to date in 
India and underscores how China's at risk of losing its status as the world's 
largest producer of consumer electronics." 


Coinbase Buys One River Digital To Focus On 
Institutional Investors 


War: Bakhmut "Practically Surrounded" As 
Wagner Chief Urges Zelensky Surrender His 
Forces "To Save Lives' 


Journal: find out if this is true. Wikipedia says 
red headed women commit 48% of female 
crimes. 


Another belief is that redheads are highly sexed; for example, Jonathan Swift satirizes 
redhead stereotypes in part four of Gulliver's Travels, "A Voyage to the Country of 

the Houyhnhnms," when he writes that: "It is observed that the red-haired of both sexes 
are more libidinous and mischievous than the rest, whom yet they much exceed in 
strength and activity." Swift goes on to write that "neither was the hair of this brute 

[a Yahoo] of a red colour (which might have been some excuse for an appetite a little 
irregular) but black as a sloe".s% Such beliefs were given a veneer of scientific credibility 
in the 19th century by Cesare Lombroso and Guglielmo Ferrero. They concluded that 
red hair was associated with crimes of lust, and claimed that 48% of "criminal women" 
were redheads. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_hair 


Pollak suggests that many of the crimes that 
females commit are underreported, and that 
when females offend, they often are detected 
less than when males commit similar crimes. 
Additionally, he notes that when apprehended, 
females are treated more leniently in the 
criminal justice system. 


His most controversial and famous book was The Criminality of Women (1950), in which 
he suggested that women commit just as much crime as men, but that their crime is 
more easily hidden. Pollak further argued that the criminal justice system was biased by 
preconceptions about women and did not convict or sentence women as harshly as 
men. His empirical work has provided a starting point for criminology on women. His 
work has also been used in political debates, as some antifeminist or masculist groups 
have appropriated his work 


Suspected Poison Gas Attacks On Iranian Girls' 
Schools Have Made Hundreds Sick 


Girls in up to 15 cities have been affected, Iranian authorities have said, in 
what are suspected to be mass poisonings. There's currently speculation 
that an unknown entity, possibly hardline Islamists, may be throwing some type 
of poisonous gas mixture into schools and school yards, causing dozens of girls 
at a time to fall ill. The bizarre incidents began being reported back in 
November. 


Illustrative file 
image via Time 
Al Jazeera reports based on the latest statements from Iranian lawmakers 
that "Similar poisonings have since happened in several other schools in Qom, 
Tehran, the city of Borujerd in the western province of Lorestan and the 
northwestern city of Ardebi." And further, "Scores of schoolgirls have been 
affected in each incident, and some have had to be hospitalized." 


However, there have been no confirmed deaths in the incidents where the 
impacted students reported smelling unusual odors such as "rotten tangerines" 


or strong chemical smells, or even scents akin to perfumes. There have been 
rumors of a death resulting from the alleged poison attacks, but this was denied 
by local authorities. 


School girls have reported feeling headaches and nausea, and there have 
been some reports of individuals experiencing temporary paralysis of their 
limbs. 


Pentagon Claims Iran Is '12 Days Away' From 
Nuke Material For A Bomb 


California's Years-Long Drought Eases As 
Mother Nature Fills Reservoirs 


California's Years-Long Drought 
Eases As Mother Nature Fills 
Reservoirs 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 02, 2023 - 11:40 PM 


A map released on Thursday by US Drought Monitor shows that the convey belt 
of severe rain and winter storms for the last two months has significantly eased 
California's extreme drought. 


The Sierra Nevada region in north-central California, the coastline stretching 
from Monterey Bay to northwest Los Angeles County, and parts of northwest 
California, including Humboldt and Del Norte counties, are no longer classified 
as being in a state of drought. 


The middle of the state is now labeled as "abnormally dry," while northeast 
California and the high desert of southeastern California remain in "severe 
drought" and "moderate drought" classifications -- but easing from extreme 
levels several months ago. 
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On Jan. 12, the drought map showed that conditions in various regions 
had started to improve after a series of storms in the first two weeks of the 


month. 
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Here's what the drought map looked like on Jan. 5. 
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And on Dec. 9. 
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Since the recent snowstorms, snowpack levels across the state have 
reportedly reached a 40-year high. 


Statewide snowpack levels 


Snow melt feeds our reservoirs & rivers 
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There's so much snow in Southern California that Gov. Gavin Newsom has 
declared a state of emergency. 


All the storms have been a boon for California's reservoirs. The latest figures 
show 94% of major reservoir levels are at normal for this time of year. This is 
great news following last summer when reservoir levels were dangerously low. 
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Here are stunning before and after photos of Lake Oroville, one of California's 
largest reservoirs. 


February 2023 p June 2021 


And just like that, Mother Nature heals itself without any assistance from 
Democrats who tax the heck out of people in the name of 'saving the planet.' 


State-Dept-Funded Censorship-Group Punished 
Conservative Websites For Circulating Lab-Leak 
Theory 


The US State Department-funded Global Disinformation Index punished 
conservative websites by throttling their advertising revenue if they 
gave credence to the COVID-19 lab leak theory, despite it subsequently 
proving likely true. 


The Global Disinformation Index is a British-based non-profit group that 
previously received $665,000 from the Global Engagement Center and 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED), a State Department-backed 
group, while it was overseeing censorship of “conspiracy theories” 
about COVID-19. 


One of these conspiracy theories was the notion that COVID-19 originated from 
a lab leak in Wuhan, which GDI claimed had “been fact-checked and proven 
untrue.” 


GDI abused its influence to pressure Big Tech firms like Google to cut 
advertising from conservative websites that pushed the lab leak theory, placing 
them on a secret blacklist called a “dynamic exclusion list” in an effort to put 
them out of business. 


The group targeted firms that were “providing ad revenue streams to 
known disinformation sites peddling coronavirus conspiracies.” 


Microsoft later had to suspend its partnership with the group after the 
GDI had been using the company’s Xandr advertising and analytics 
subsidiary to freeze out conservative sites. 


From 2021 onwards, the lab leak theory was no longer being treated as a 
“conspiracy theory,” and both the Department of Energy and the FBI recently 
came out and asserted it was likely true. 


“GDI is part of [a] disturbing constellation of pop-up censorship organizations 
that all descended on stifling COVID origins discourse online simultaneously,” 
Mike Benz, a former State Department official told the Washington Examiner. 


This once again underscores how hysteria over ‘fake news’ and ‘disinformation’ 
has been weaponized to justify the censorship of awkward stories and even 
facilitate actual cover-ups. 


As we highlighted yesterday, the Chinese Communist Party threatened Elon 
Musk to stop sharing stories about the Wuhan lab leak, suggesting Tesla’s 
business interests in China would be at risk if he kept amplifying the issue. 
BREIT said it fulfilled redemption requests of 
$1.4 billion in February, which represents only 
35% of the approximately $3.9 billion in total 


withdrawal requests for the month 

As we previously reported, Blackstone has been exercising its right to block 
investors’ withdrawals since November last year after requests hit a preset 5% 
net asset value of BREIT, which is marketed to mostly high net worth individuals. 


Credit Suisse Crashes To All Time Low After 
Boosting Deposit Rates To Reverse Bank Run 


The Inverse Jim Cramer ETF Has Officially 
Arrived 


Mississippi Bans 'Gender-Affirming Care' For 
Minors 


Argentina's Power Restored After Blackout 
Plunged Half Of Country Into Darkness 


The national grid in Argentina has regained power after a fire caused damage to 
a high-voltage power line that sparked blackouts for half the country, according 
to BBC. 


More than 20 million individuals experienced a power outage on Wednesday 
afternoon when transmission lines were damaged by a fire in fields west of the 
capital, Buenos Aires. This incident also resulted in the state-run nuclear facility 
Atucha | and Embalse being shut down. 


Schools Are Pushing Gender Pronouns And 


Hiding It from Parents 


A new report reveals students in the nation’s largest school districts are 
encouraged to change their names and pronouns without parental 
knowledge, even though those same schools require parental approval 
for over-the-counter medicine. 


The report, released by The Defense of Freedom Institute for Policy Studies 
(DFI), found that “eight of the nation’s 20 largest school districts allow students 
to use names and pronouns at school aligned with their gender identity without 
parental knowledge and consent,” said DFI. 


“Yet these same districts, including New York City Department of Education, Los 
Angeles Unified School District, and Chicago Public Schools, require parental 
permission to dispense over-the-counter medication to students at 
school,” added DFI. 


The report comes one day after news broke that Saint Paul Public Schools are 
“explicitly instructing teachers to use students’ preferred names and pronouns 
with or without parental consent,” according to WZTV Nashville. 


The study said that while the schools rightfully followed parental wishes 
regarding medications, the same logic wasn’t applied to the use of pronouns, 
overthrowing “the social and cultural consensus that parents decided what was 
best for their children.” 


“School districts across the country are failing to respect the rights of 
parents to make decisions for their minor children,” said Bob Eitel, co- 
founder and president of DFI. 


Dozens of parents spoke to the New York Times last month, saying that keeping 
secrets from parents is “a stab in the back from the school system.” 


The Times details the work of a transgender clinical psychologist, Dr. Erica 
Anderson, who is advocating for parental rights. 


“It’s well established that one of the most important factors in helping gender- 
questioning children is family support,” Anderson told Fox News Digital. 
Surge In Mortgage Rates Above 7% Sends 
Homebuyer Applications To 28 Year Low 


Readlater, journal: The Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and 
the National People’s Congress (NPC) - the so- 
called Two Sessions - will kick off this weekend. 
(didn’t include pictures) 


What To Know Ahead Of China's 
Two Sessions 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, MAR 02, 2023 - 10:20 PM 


The Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and the National 
People’s Congress (NPC) - the so-called Two Sessions - will kick off this 
weekend (starting on Saturday, March 4 and Sunday, March 5, respectively). 
During the one-week long “Two Sessions” event, the Government Work Report 
delivered by outgoing Premier Li Keqiang and the 2023 fiscal budget proposed 
by the Ministry of Finance will be discussed and approved by the NPC. Because 


this year’s Two Sessions coincide with the once-in-a-decade personnel 
reshuffling at the State Council as well as all the ministries under the State 
Council, they carry special importance. 


The TL/DR summary of what to expect, comes from Bloomberg's in-house China 
expert Tom Orlik who writes that the Congress/Conference will see a further 
direct concentration of economic and financial power under the CCP: 


While the assumption among many China watchers is that the changes 
represent a further tilt away from markets that is ultimately bad for growth, 
recent moves to end Covid Zero restrictions, boost support for the property 
sector and seek better ties with the US suggest that investors shouldn’t rush to 
conclusions. The potential positive way of looking at the looming personnel and 
organizational changes is when Xi has a team around him who he’s familiar with 
and who he trusts. Perhaps there’s just some more space to get some good 
things done, to make some pragmatic decisions. 


For those less pressed for time, here is a more detailed summary on what to 
expect at the Two Sessions, as excerpted from a recent note by Goldman 
analyst Hui Shan 


Three things to watch: growth target, fiscal budget, and personnel 
changes 


On the first day of the NPC (Sunday, March 5), the sitting premier Li Keqiang will 
deliver his last Government Work Report (GWR) which will contain the 
government’s various economic targets, most important of which is the GDP 
growth target. Goldman's baseline expectation is a relatively conservative 
“around 5%” GDP growth target, although the bank forecasts actual GDP 
growth to be 5.5% in 2023. Last year’s miss on growth target (3.0% actual 
growth vs. “around 5.5%” target) may cause policymakers to set a low bar to 
ensure success this year as evidenced by provincial governments’ conservative 
targets for 2023. Investors currently expect a growth target in the 5- 
5.5% range, and a significantly higher target (e.g., 6%) announced over 
the weekend could be market-moving. 


The GWR will mention some fiscal plans such as official on-budget deficit (GS 
expects 3.2% vs. 2.8% last year) and local government special bond (LGSB) 
quota (GS expects RMB 4tn vs. RMB 3.65tn last year). However, the more 
comprehensive fiscal budget proposal is likely released later during the Two 
Sessions. The projected tax revenue growth may inform us about the 
government’s expectation on nominal GDP growth, the planned transfer from 
central to local governments may hint at policymakers’ concern on local 
governments’ fiscal conditions and their determination in controlling local 
government implicit debt, and the government-managed fund revenue (mostly 
land sales revenue) may give us clues on policymakers’ view on the property 
sector momentum. 


During the Two Sessions, changes to Party and state organizations and 
reshuffling of State Council and ministerial personnel, which were planned at the 


Second Plenum during February 26-28, will be revealed to the public and 
approved by the NPC. It has been reported in the media that the financial 
regulatory authority may be moved to a resurrected Central Financial Work 
Commission (which was first established in 1998 in the aftermath of the Asia 
Financial Crisis and abolished in 2003) led by Ding Xuexiang, a Politburo 
Standing Committee member. The current Financial Stability and Development 
Committee under the State Council and led by Liu He may cease to exist. And 
He Lifeng, a Politburo member, may replace Guo Shuqing, a Central Committee 
member, to become the party secretary of the PBOC. If true, these changes 
indicate an elevated importance of, and more party control over, the 
financial regulatory system. 


Beyond these three key parameters, statements on sector-specific policies can 
be important to investors as well. For example, characterization of the property 
market, consumption boosting measures, and internet regulations are worth 
monitoring. Such discussions may be provided in the GWR, press conferences 
with ministers in economic and financial areas, and/or in official news reports by 
Xinhua, People’s Daily and CCTV. Additionally, statements in the GWR regarding 
Taiwan may also gather market attention 


Where we are in the post-Covid recovery 


To gauge policy stance to be unveiled at or after the Two Sessions, one must 
first assess where China is in its post-Covid economic recovery. Based on GS 
tracking of high-frequency data, mobility measures such as the 100-city traffic 
congestion index have mostly normalized (Exhibit 2). Channel checks and 
anecdotal evidence suggest that high-end consumer markets have been 
recovering quickly. In the property market, the 30-city daily property sales data 
showed notable improvements in recent days (Exhibit 3). Similarly, the NBS 70- 
city property prices and the Beke’s 50-city existing home prices showed 
increases in the latest readings. However, it should be noted that high- 
frequency data in the property sector tend to overweight large top-tier cities 
where fundamentals are more supportive of a faster recovery. Smaller lower-tier 
cities, by contrast, continue to struggle due to weak demographic and economic 
fundamentals as well as dampened price expectations. For many consumption 
categories, 2022 demand was dramatically below trend and there is still a long 
way to go for China’s post-Covid recovery, especially for services sectors, mass 
markets, migrant and young workers. 


Four policy expectations 


As mobility, consumption, and property have begun to show clear signs of 
recovering, the growth acceleration that the market expect this year is broadly 
on track. As a result, cyclical policy in aggregate should be less stimulative this 
year than last year. In fact, the PBOC has allowed interbank market rates (e.g., 
DROO7) to increase to the level of policy rates (e.g., 7-day OMO), a sign of policy 
normalization after very loose liquidity conditions during and after the Shanghai 
lockdown last year (Exhibit 4).1 Despite higher headline official on-budget deficit 
and LGSB quota that will likely be released on the first day of the NPC, Goldman 
expects the augmented fiscal deficit, a more comprehensive gauge of fiscal 
stance, to narrow by 1.5% of GDP from 2022 to 2023. 


But this is not to say that policy will tighten in the same abrupt and significant 
manner as it did in 2020H2. Precisely because the withdrawal of policy support 


and the imposition and tightening measures were too much too fast back 

then, policymakers will be more patient this time around, especially when 
the potential downside risk from weaker external demand remains considerable 
and confidence remains fragile. Even though the February PMIs were much 
stronger than expected and property prices in top-tier cities appear to be edging 
higher again, a meaningful withdrawal of policy support is unlikely until at least 
Q3 this year. 


Policymakers have been reiterating the message of enhancing domestic 
demand and boosting private consumption since last December’s Central 
Economic Work Conference (CEWC). However, the likelihood of significant 
nationwide cash handouts remains very low. Between budget constraints 
and cultural preferences, the government will continue the past approach of 
using infrastructure investment to stimulate the economy when needed. 
Consumption-boosting measures will likely stay within the realm of tax subsidies 
for autos and home appliances, accelerated rental housing construction, and 
small-scale local consumption coupons. 


Although the precise policy stance announced at or after the Two Sessions is 
difficult to predict, especially with the once-in-a-decade reshuffling at the State 
Council and in various ministries, there should effectively be a “policy put” for at 
least 5% growth this year. With GDP growth only reaching 3% last year and with 
2023 marking the first year of the new premier’s 10-year term, the 
government’s tolerance for below 5% GDP growth this year will be low. 


Two key risks, one external and one domestic 


The most significant downside risk to China’s 2023 economic growth is exports. 
Chinese exports fell sharply in late 2022 (-9.9% yoy in December), in line with 
the experience of other export-oriented economies such as South Korea and 
Taiwan and suggesting external demand has indeed been softening. Recent 
media reports also highlighted empty containers at ports and dwindling 
overseas orders. Goldman's baseline expectation is flat real goods exports this 
year as its global team projects no recession in the US or Europe over the next 
12 months. However, if exports turn out to be a lot weaker than expected, 
policymakers may need to boost monetary/fiscal easing and infrastructure 
building again. Given the more limited fiscal space after last year’s efforts to 
stabilize the economy, additional infrastructure investment would likely be 
financed through policy banks and commercial banks instead of government 
debt. 


Onshore conversations suggest business and consumer confidence remains 
the main risk to growth domestically. Without confidence, the post-Covid 
recovery may not be sustainable as private firms are reluctant to invest and 
households are reluctant to spend. The recent message from the Central 
Commission for Discipline Inspection against “financial elites” and “hedonism 
and extravagance” has raised concerns that anti-corruption campaign could 
intensify this year. Hence, communications from the top economic and financial 
policymakers in the new government after the Two Sessions will be particularly 
important to watch. 


There are certainly other risks in the economy. US-China relations have 
weighed on investor sentiment after the balloon incident, US Secretary of the 
State Antony Blinken postponing his trip to China, and media reports of China 
considering supplying arms to Russia. We may see more negative headlines in 
the coming months. However, this is a structural issue and the impact on 
economic growth this year still looks limited thus far. Financial risks from 
small and rural banks and local government financing vehicles (LGFV) could re- 
emerge later this year if NPLs are recognized and interest rates rise after policy 
normalization. But such risks can be managed and the Zunyi LGFV bond 
restructuring in January was an example. Risks of policy overtightening also 
appear low due to the experience of 2020/2021, and as discussed earlier, 
policymakers will be more patient this year. 


Overall, China’s post-Covid recovery has just started with some encouraging 
signs, setting the stage for Goldman's forecast of 5.5% full-year GDP growth 
(and 6.5% yoy in Q4) which is above consensus (Bloomberg consensus 5.2%). 
The government is likely to remain patient in withdrawing support, and to stand 
by to ease in the event that recovery disappoints or exports fall short. After the 
strong February PMI print, the market will be focusing on hard data such as 
January/February trade (to be released on March 7) and retail sales (to be 
released on March 15). If these hard data surprise meaningfully to the upside, 
the risk-on market movements featuring stronger RMB and higher 
equity/rates/commodities will continue. 
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Senate Votes Unanimously To Declassify COVID- 
19 Wuhan Lab Leak Intelligence 


Cross-Border "Terror Attack' On Russia Involved 
Dozens Of Armed Saboteurs Attacking Villages 


The Kremlin has condemned what it called a new terrorist attack on its soil 
Thursday carried out by Ukrainian saboteurs who allegedly breached a border 
region. 


Russian presidency spokesman Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said militants 
entered the Bryansk Oblast in Western Russia and attacked villages 
there, resulting in the death of one civilian and another wounded. "This is an 
attack by terrorists," Peskov said. 


Conflicting initial reports indicated Russia’s Federal Security Service engaged in 
a gun battle with the infiltrators, with the Kremlin saying "Measures are 
currently underway to eliminate these terrorists." 
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The Associated Press describes based on national media that "Tass, citing 
Russian law enforcement, reported earlier that the saboteurs were holding 
up to six people hostage." 


"The local governor said the group had fired on a vehicle there, killing one man 
and wounding a 10-year-old," AP continues. The report details further: 


Thursday's apparent incursion was also embarrassing for Russian President 
Viadimir Putin, coming days after he ordered the Federal Security Service to 
tighten controls on Russia’s border with Ukraine. 


Tass reported, citing an unnamed security Official, that two villages in the 
Bryansk region — Sushany and Lyubechane — were under attack by "several 
dozen armed fighters." 


Alexander Bogomaz, the governor of the Bryansk region, which borders Ukraine, 
said the group fired on a vehicle in Lyubechane, killing one man and 
wounding a child. He also said that a Ukrainian drone struck a house in the 
Sushany, setting it ablaze. 


Multiple war monitoring accounts have picked up on the below video which is 
widely being flagged as showing one of the alleged attackers: 


Peskov said in response to a question over what action Moscow could take in the 
international arena, "On the international arena, [we] have drawn and continue 
drawing the attention of the world public to those terror attacks that these 
people [Ukrainian terrorists] carry out." 


Putin also directly addressed the cross-border terror attack in a video address 
after convening his national security council to be briefed on the matter... 


"They opened fire on civilians,... they saw that there were children in 
the car," Putin said. 


The incident comes after Monday into Tuesday a series of drone attacks on 
Russian facilities, believed launched by the Ukrainians, triggered air alert 
sirens in various locations across the country. One or more even reached to 
within 100km of Moscow. 


Concerning the drone attacks, Russia's Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs has 
charged that the Ukrainians had covert help from the United States in carrying 
out the sophisticated drone operations, one of which damaged an oil facility 
some 500km inside Russian territory. "Attack of drones on aviation facilities in 
Saratov and Ryazan could not have been carried out without the active 
assistance of the United States," Ryabkov said in a press statement. 


Journal, censorship, government: Apple 
Demands ChatGPT-Based Email App Moderate 
Content Or Raise Age Restriction 


“Your app includes Al-generated content 
but does not appear to include content 
filtering at this time,” 


Neither does google! 


If it's not political, or financial, they do not 
care. 


Look no further than the porn industry. 


Today, as of the time writing, anybody, and of 
any age, can literally look up porn with just a 
simple click of the mouse. 


Yes, that’s right: google (and every large tech 
corporation for that matter) censors journalists 
for trying to share publicly available facts that 
technically anybody can gain access to, but not 
porn. Even satomasicism is available; like 
BDSM, and stuff.. 


Quite the double standard, don’t you think? 


Vaccine, censorship, journal: Pfizer Confirms It 
Ended COVID-19 Vaccine Pregnancy Trial Early 


Pfizer has confirmed it stopped its clinical trial analyzing COVID-19 vaccine 
safety and efficacy in pregnant women early. 


The company said that enrollment in the study stopped in the fourth quarter of 
2021 after health experts, including the U.S. Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices, began recommending the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine for 
pregnant women. 


“With the declining enrollment, the study had insufficient sample size 
to assess the primary immunogenicity objective and continuation of 
this placebo controlled study could no longer be justified due to global 
recommendations,” Pfizer told journalist Maryanne Demasi. 


The U.S. Food and Drug Administration and European Medicines Agency both 
agreed to the proposal to halt the study, according to Pfizer. The regulatory 
agencies did not respond to requests for comment. 


An internal email, disclosed in a court case, previously indicated Pfizer had 
stopped enrollment early. 


“The study enrolment was stopped with incomplete numbers because 
recruitment was slow and it became unreasonable/inappropriate to randomise 
pregnant women to placebo given the amount of observational evidence that 
the vaccine is safe and effective, coupled with increasing number of technical 
committees supporting immunization of pregnant women,” Jelena Vojicic, 
vaccines medical lead at Pfizer Canada, wrote in the 2022 email. 


The randomized, placebo-controlled study in question was launched in 
early 2021 after pregnant women were excluded from the phase three trial 
that led to the authorization of the vaccine in the United States and a number of 
other countries. 


Pfizer and BioNTech said they expected to enroll some 4,000 pregnant women 
but actually enrolled just 349, according to the trial record. Some of the 
participants were to receive a vaccine while others would receive a placebo, 


according to the original protocol. Women were expected to be studied for 
seven to 10 months. 


The trial was listed as completed on Aug. 23, 2022, but no results have been 
released yet. 


Pfizer told Demasi that it still does not have “a complete data set” 
from the study and did not say when it expected to receive it. Pfizer said 
it and BioNTech plan to complete an analysis of the trial “and seek publication 
or presentation as is our standard practice.” 


Journal, war, censorship, stats: Woody Harrelson 
Doubles Down, Slams COVID Mandates: US Is 
"Not A Free Country" (more playing into the 


narrative) 


“I don’t feel that we should have forced testing, forced masking 
and forced vaccination” 


Following a 30 second bit on SNL where he branded big pharma as a 
‘cartel’ forcing it’s drugs on people with government consent, actor 
Woody Harrelson has further spoken out against COVID mandates. 


In an interview with the New York Times, Harrelson warned that America is no 
longer a free country, branding COVID protocols as “rather absurd.” 


When asked what was “absurd about the COVID protocols,” Harrelson 
replied, “The fact that they’re still going on!” 


“I don’t think that anybody should have the right to demand that you're forced 
to do the testing, forced to wear the mask and forced to get vaccinated three 
years on,” the Zombieland star asserted. 


Zelensky Floats 'Strategic Pullback' From 
Bakhmut After Pouring In Huge Amount Of 
Reserve Forces 


"So far they’ve held the city, but if need be, they will strategically pull 
back because we're not going to sacrifice all of our people just for 
nothing." 


These Are The Countries Shutting Down The 


Internet The Most 


Egypt's 2011 revolution and the failed Turkish military coup of 2016 are prime 
examples of internet shutdowns employed in this way. In India - the country that 
cuts internet access the most - shutdowns cluster in Kashmir, but also 
Rajasthan, where they have been used during protests (and preemptively when 
protests were expected), but also during exams in recent months. Both regions 
have seen violence tied to tension between Hindus and Muslims, in Kashmir also 
in connection with the Muslim-led independence movement. 


Across the world, internet shutdowns and deliberate slowdowns have 
become more common once again. According to Access 

Now data, India has the most shutdowns of any country by a huge 
distance - 84 in 2022 alone. 


The Countries Shutting Down 
the Internet the Most 


Number of internet shutdowns by country in 2022° 
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* In most shutdowns, the government intentionally disrupts the (mobile) internet. 
Ukraine: Disruption by external forces (armed conflict) 


Source: Access Now 
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Inflation, stats, energy: "You Are Killing Us!": 
Southern California Gas Seeks 13 Percent 
Monthly Bill Increase 


“I am vehemently against the proposed increase and feel that it 
borders on being criminal,” a Cathedral City man wrote. “I would encourage 
the [California Public Utilities Commission] to look at other ways [of managing 
expenses] to prevent such an increase.” 


A Riverside resident on a fixed income told the commission her bill had already 
increased to $650. 


“You are killing us! We need the heat in order to live,” the woman wrote. 
“This is just price gouging your customers and forcing people to live miserable 
lives. Stop the insanity.” 


According to SoCalGas, about 58 percent of the increase will be spent to 
modernize and upgrade infrastructure, including paying for safety-related costs. 
Another 34 percent will pay for growth and development of clean fuels to help 
meet the state’s environmental goals, and improvements to customer service. 
The remainder will cover increased personnel costs to fund the company’s 
compensation programs. 


War, sanctions: Brazil Flouts Biden Pressure, 


Welcomes Iranian Warships To Rio Port 


“In the past, those ships facilitated illegal trade and terrorist activities, and 
have also been sanctioned by the United States. Brazil is a sovereign 
nation, but we firmly believe those ships should not dock anywhere," she 
said. 


Additionally, Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial 
Intelligence Brian Nelson in a statement had earlier said "The United States will 
continue to aggressively target all elements of Iran’s UAV program." 


Photos confirmed the presence of the two Iranian ships at Rio's port... 


China, sanctions, war, vaccine, journal: CCP 
Mouthpiece Threatens Elon Musk Over COVID 


Lab-Leak Comments 


Though that comment from Musk came as the latest of a series of jabs at Fauci, 
it stepped on a few nerves across the Pacific. 


“Anti-China political forces in America have yet again hyped up the 
rumor that COVID-19 leaked from the Wuhan Institute of 

Virology,” reads a Feb. 28 article published in the Global Times, the CCP’s 
mouthpiece publication, titled “‘Elon Musk, are you smashing China’s 
pot?” which translates into the western euphemism "don't bite the hand that 
feeds you." 


“Even the famous Tesla boss Elon Musk has joined in,” the article reads. 


“Some may think [Musk] made those remarks only to attack Fauci, but the 
posts he reposted almost all linked the origins of COVID-19 to China. 
And the argument is repeatedly used by the hostile-to-China U.S. right- 
wing and anti-China media to frame China.” 


The Global Times piece then said the collaboration between the Wuhan 
laboratory worked and EcoHealth Alliance had “no relation” to researching the 
coronavirus or gain-of-function research (research that makes the virus more 
potent or more transmissible, or both), calling anyone who suggests otherwise 
“internet conspiracy theorists” and “anti-China forces.” 


‘Smashing China’s Wok’ 
The comments from the state-owned media are a signal that 
the Chinese regime is discontent with the billionaire’s remarks. 


The authoritarian regime keeps a close tab on Western businesses that operate 
in China and often has drastic reactions when it deems any entities to have 
stepped out of line. These reactions have included exerting pressure on 
companies to stick to the regime’s narrative or boycotting the companies 
altogether. 


Stats, censorship, government: Girls Basketball 
Team Withdraws From State Tournament In 
Protest Against Transgender Player Who 


Dominates Games 


“We believe playing against an opponent with a biological male 
jeopardizes the fairness of the game and the safety of our 
players,” said MVCS head of school Vicky Fogg. 


“Allowing biological males to participate in women’s sports sets a bad precedent 
for the future of women’s sports in general.” 


Stats, markets, journal: European companies 
have announced buybacks of nearly $70 billion 


so far this year, according to Bloomberg 


Intelligence 

Buybacks, typically a less popular vehicle for shareholder returns than 
dividends in Europe, are gaining pace. The region’s buyback yield last year 
rose to the highest since 2011, according to BofA. But some strategists warn the 
trend may not truly take hold unless accompanied by strong fundamentals, a 
scenario that looks shaky as bets for further policy tightening grow, making a 
recession more likely. 


more on that short dated options spike pattern. 
they provide a chart that goes back as far as 


2011, and for the quarterly, so it really does a 
good job of showing how significant the change 
has been since the pandemic level spending 
splunge began back in 2020. 


The chart literally doubles...or triples. It's 
literally like, off the charts. 


For short dated options volumes to spike this 
much in such a short period time says a lot 
about the current state of our markets. 


February's micro theme was the ongoing intraday dominance of ODTE 
trading with SPX ODTE options making up over 50% of volume... 


Short-dated SPX volume as a % of total volume 
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For example, there are 7 major options lines with Open Interest over 10k that expire in 
the next few days... 
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Source: Bloomberg 


As Goldman's traders noted, these are significant positions for a relatively quiet week 
with Q1 earnings mostly wrapped and no major economic data points. This is becoming 
the new normal. 

And the impact of ODTE is clearly seen here in the poster-child stock... 
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As Charlie McElligott explains, ODTE options flows leading to an "intraday Vol only" 
dynamic (via market-maker Gamma hedging requirements creating "accelerant 
flows"... which then later see a ubiquitous "mean-reversion" from monetization of both 
bot ODTE Calls and Puts), which leaves "close-to-close" volatility bleeding 


lower as any 'intraday' event is washed away. The latter of which helps explain why Vix 
and the market have decoupled in recent days... 
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Overall, February was the unwind of January's cross-asset-class trends... with Equities 
being the last to wake up to reality... 
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WHO Was 'Complicit' In China’s Cover-Up Of 
COVID-19 Origins: Sen. Daines 


US Sends Spy Plane Over Taiwan Strait As 
Denunciations Become Daily 


Lately the US-China superpower rivalry has morphed into a perpetuating 
standoff, taking the form of daily tit-for-tat denunciations and an increasing 
number of military encounters in both the Taiwan Strait and other areas in the 
South China Sea. 


For example, it was only on Friday that an American P-8 spy plane was 
intercepted by a Chinese J-11 jet fighter, reportedly armed with four air-to-air 
missiles. According to The Wall Street Journal the Chinese aircraft had "passed 
above and settled a few hundred feet from the wing of the U.S. Navy plane." 
CNN captured the moment, as seen in the above clip. 


"The FAA charged federal agencies $5,000 per 
hour to use its aircraft...", Watchdog To Probe 
Buttigieg’s Use Of Government Aircraft 


Stats, government, censorship: 7.2 Percent Of 
US Adults Identify As LGBT 


A total of 7.2 percent of U.S. adults identified as LGBT in 2022, a new 
record high. 


As Statista's Katharina Buchholz notes, Gen Z, newly added in the Gallup 
survey's 2020 edition, is the gayest generation in terms of self-identification. 


Almost 20 percent of those born between 1997 and 2004 identified as 
LGBT, compared with around 11 percent of Millennials. 


Most Ukrainian Soldiers On Bakhmut Front-Line 
Killed 'Within 4 Hours' 
Authored by Kyle Anzalone via The Libertarian Institute, 


A retired American Marine fighting in Ukraine told ABC News the frontlines are 
a “meat grinder” where soldiers survive an average of “four hours.” 


Troy Offenbecker is fighting alongside Ukrainian forces in the Donbas region. 
Moscow and Kiev have been battling around Bakhmut for several months as 
Russia’s forces have slowly made gains around the city. 


In January, Germany estimated Kiev was losing a “three-digit number” of 
soldiers daily fighting for Bakhmut. At that time, the White House believed 


President Volodymyr Zelensky was committing too many lives and 
resources to defend the city. 


Offenbecker’s commentary suggests that the situation may be getting worse for 
Ukrainian soldiers. “It’s been pretty bad on the ground. A lot of casualties.” He 
assessed, “the life expectancy is around four hours on the frontline.” 


He said the Russian attack on the city is not letting up and had turned into a 
“meat grinder.” “[The artillery] is nonstop.” Offenbecker explained the Russian 
forces are fighting around the clock. “[The Russians] have maybe run into a 
shortage of shells lately, but the past couple of weeks, it’s been nonstop. All 
day and night,” he told ABC. 


Meanwhile, Kiev’s Western backers have expressed to Zelensky in recent weeks 
that NATO countries are struggling to find artillery shells to send to Ukraine. 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said the US will train Ukrainian forces on 
fighting methods that use fewer munitions. 


The Kremlin ordered a mobilization of 300,000 troops last year. Western leaders 
have anticipated Moscow will order an offensive this winter. Ukrainian officials 
say that the Russian offensive is now underway, and Offenbecker agrees. “With 
the amount of shelling, the amount of armor that they’ve brought in, I 
think it’s started,” he explained to ABC. 


Due to Moscow’s and Kiev’s tight control over their countries’ presses, it is 
unclear how substantial the death toll is for each country. Since the start of the 
war, Zelensky has nationalized Ukraine’s media, outlawed his political opposition 
and jailed citizens who opposed his administration. 


Commenting on the state of journalism in Ukraine, press-union leader Serhiy 
Guz explained, “We never know what’s the basis of these accusations, what’s 
the pro-Russian link...It starts to look like a political accusation rather than a 
genuine crime.” 


“A lot of journalists self-censor now,” he added. 


peace demonstrations beginning to heat up in 
Europe as the reality of war truly sets in with 


the masses 


10,000 people gathered in Paris to protest against France’s 
membership in both NATO as well as the EU. Attendees also demanded an 
end to the French government’s military aid to Kiev. The demonstration, dubbed 
the “National March for Peace” was organized by the right-wing Les Patriotes 
party. According to the group’s leader Florian Philippot - who joined the Paris 
rally himself - similar but smaller protests were held at 30 other locations 
throughout the country on Sunday. 


On Saturday, thousands of people participated in peace demonstrations in the 
Italian cities of Genoa and Milan. In Genoa, the rally focused on ending weapons 
shipments to Ukraine and was organized by union members and left-wing 
activists, whose slogan was “Lower weapons, raise wages.” 4,000 people 
from across Italy joined the Genoa protest, along with people from France and 
Switzerland as well, according to local media reports. 


The Collective Autonomous Port Workers (CALP) helped organize the rally with 
the Italian communist party. They demanded the port of Genoa’s facilities no 
longer be used to facilitate arms shipments to Ukraine. 


CALP’s Riccardo Rudino pointed out that “the conflict in Ukraine did not 
begin last year” but rather “in 2014, with the massacre of the Russian- 
speaking population of the Donbass.” 


Following the_U.S. backed 2014 coup in Kiev - which overthrew the government 
of former Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych - Russia annexed the Crimean 

peninsula, while over 14,000 people were killed, including thousands of civilians, 
in Kiev’s war on the breakaway republics of Donetsk and Luhansk. 


In London, a large group carried out a similar demonstration calling for peace in 
Ukraine and an end to the British government’s weapons transfers to Kiev. The 
event was held by Stop the War Coalition at Portland Place in Central London 
and was attended by former Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn. 


Many thousands of people participated in a massive protest in central 
Berlin, where attendees railed against German military aid to Kiev. The 
protesters, who were massed at the Brandenburg Gate, demanded additionally 
that their government engage Russia in peace talks and bring the war in Ukraine 
to an end. 


The organizers say as many as 50,000 people joined the_“Uprising for Peace” 
demonstrations. However, the police offered a lower-end estimate of 13,000 


people in attendance. The event was organized by Sahra Wagenknecht, a 
member of the Links Party (the Left Party) in Germany, as well as a feminist 
author and campaigner Alice Schwarzer. 


Wagenknecht declared neo-Nazis were not welcome at the protest, but anyone 
else who desired peace “with an honest heart” was welcome to attend. During 
her speech at the event, Wagenknecht declared the creation of a “new, strong 
peace movement in Germany.” 


potential cui bono: The Presence Of NGO Ships 
Off Italian Coast Is Fueling Migration Crisis, 
Intel Report Warns 

Authored by Thomas Brooke via Remix News, 


The guarantee of being picked up by NGO boats is being promoted by 
people smugglers on social media and is allowing criminal gangs to use 
less seaworthy vessels and charge more money, Italian intelligence 
services claim 


Pro-refugee rescue boats operating off the Italian coast are only 
exacerbating Europe’s migration crisis and are being used by people 
smugglers to guarantee success, a report by the Italian intelligence services has 
claimed. 


In its annual report to the Italian parliament on Tuesday, Italy’s intelligence 
services warned the lonian Sea may well become the new route of choice for 
people smugglers, indicating an increase in the number of boats leaving 
Turkey’s east coast destined for Italy. 


“There is an increase in migratory flows from the eastern Mediterranean, leaving 
mainly from Turkey towards the coasts of Calabria, Puglia and Sicily by mainly 
Kurdish and Pakistani migrants, marking a rise in trafficking as well as the use, 
which has become practice, of the web and social networks by the same groups 
to advertise their trips and related services,” the report said. 


Italian intelligence told lawmakers how the presence of NGO ships 
operating off Italy’s coast is “often publicized on social networks by 
facilitators of irregular migration as a guarantee of a safer journey to 
Europe.” 


They accused NGOs of providing “a logistical advantage for the criminal 
organizations that manage migrant trafficking, allowing them to adapt their 
modus operandi according to the possibility of reducing the quality of the 
vessels used, correspondingly increasing the illicit profits, but exposing the 
people on board to a more concrete risk of shipwreck.” 


At least 64 people have been confirmed dead following the shipwreck 
of an overcrowded wooden boat being used to smuggle migrants into 
Europe. The boat was found off Italy’s Calabrian coast on Sunday. It had set sail 
from the Turkish city of Izmir and was heading for Crotone on Italy’s east coast. 


The perilous journey saw the boat navigate its way through the Aegean Sea and 
around Greece before attempting to cross the lonian Sea to reach Italy. 


The 80 survivors told Italian authorities the boat had been carrying 
approximately 170 people, suggesting the death toll could increase further. 
Others claim the number on board could have been closer to 250. 


Many of the passengers originated from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria, 
and Iraq, according to aid groups attending the scene. 


Italian authorities have revealed the people smugglers responsible for 
organizing a trip from Turkey to Italy resulting in the deaths of dozens of 
migrants on Sunday charged each migrant €8,000 for what they described as 
the “voyage of death.” 


NGO groups were quick to criticize the Italian government for the 
deaths, referencing recent government decrees that aimed to frustrate 
humanitarian vessels led by pro-refugee charities attempting to pick 
up migrants and escort them to Italy. 


The Italian government hit back at accusations, highlighting the fact that NGO 
vessels were rarely operating in the area where the incident had occurred, as 
they usually concentrated their search and rescue efforts in the Mediterranean 
to Italy’s southwest rather than the lonian Sea, which is far less used by people 
smugglers. 


On Tuesday, Italy’s Interior Minister Matteo Piantedosi refuted claims 
made by aid groups that the Italian authorities were slow to react to 
reports of distress in the area. 


He explained how Italy had sent out two patrol vessels after authorities had 
been alerted to the boat off the coast of Crotone late on Saturday evening, but 
these had been required to suspend their efforts due to adverse weather 
conditions. 


“There was no delay,” Piantedosi said. 


“Everything possible was done in absolutely prohibitive sea 
conditions.” 


Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has requested action by the European 
Union to respond to the migration crisis her country is experiencing, telling 
European leaders in a letter sent on Monday that more must be done to stop 
migrants from embarking on perilous sea crossings. 


“The point is, the more people who set off, the more people risk 
dying,” she told RAI state television on Monday. 


Mass Drone Attack Unleashes Chaos, Air Raid 


Sirens Inside Russia 


Russia has come under attack by multiple drones on Tuesday, with one of 
those drones reportedly causing a fire at an oil depot in the southern part of the 
country, and another hitting outside Moscow. 


The attack on the oil facility happened in Tuapse, which lies about 150 miles 
southeast of the Crimean peninsula, with Reuters citing local media to report, 
“Emergency services put out a fire at an oil depot in southern Russia 
overnight after a drone was spotted flying overhead, the RIA news 
agency said on Tuesday." Crucially, Tuapse is about 500 kilometers from the 
nearest Ukrainian-held territory, which exhibits significant reach assuming 
the UAV was launched by the Ukrainians. 


Ukrainian 
mystery weapon strikes again... likely drone laden with explosives reached all 
the way to the oil terminal in the town of Tuapse. 

The fires which started at the facility at about 2:30am were extinguished after 
they spread to an area of some 200 square meters. "The oil tanks were not 
affected. There was no spill of oil products. No injuries," a local official, Sergei 
Boyko, described. 


Another drone crashed in the Moscow region on the same day, 
with Governor Andrei Vorobyov saying it was likely an operation to target 
civilian infrastructure. 


"This happened near the village of Gubastovo, the target was probably a 
civilian infrastructure facility, it was not damaged. There are no casualties 
or destruction on the ground," Vorobyov said on his Telegram channel, as 
translated by the Moscow Times. 


"The FSB and other competent authorities are dealing with the situation, nothing 
threatens the safety of residents," he added. The Moscow Times notes that 
unverified reports said the drone was a Ukrainian UJ-22 Airborne manufactured 
by Ukrjet. 


The Russian defense ministry in a statement made mention of another drone 
attack in southern Russia, close in time to the attack on the oil facility which it 


says was intercepted: 


The attacks — in the Krasnodar and Adygea regions — had been 
"suppressed" and failed to inflict any damage, it said. 


But it followed reports by Russian state news agencies of a fire at an oil depot in 
Krasnodar, around 240km south-east of the Crimean peninsula, after a drone 
was spotted flying overhead. 


The Russian defense ministry stated that "The Kyiv regime attempted to 
use unmanned aerial vehicles to attack civilian infrastructure in the 
Krasnodar region and the Adygea Republic." It claimed further, 

"The UAVs were neutralized by electronic warfare units." 


There may have additionally been a drone incident in the border area of 
the Belgorod region. The Daily Beast described it as a night of chaos for 
Russians: 


The strikes were part of what local media described as a "mass drone 
attack" that appears to have intensified in the last 24 hours. 


On Monday morning, residents of an apartment building in the Belgorod region, 
near the border with Ukraine, were forced to evacuate in the middle of the 
night after one of four drones crashed into the building, according to 
Baza. Another drone landed on the roof of a supermarket and exploded, 
scorching the premises. 


Amid all the local reports coming out of Russia, there were in total possibly 
half-a-dozen to a dozen or more inbound drones which had been sent 
against various Russian cities overnight into Tuesday. 


This comes after a past year which witnessed a number of sporadic drone and 
alleged sabotage attacks on sensitive Russian facilities, including military bases, 
as Ukraine and its backers grow more emboldened. 


One December investigative report written by a US special forces veteran said 
the CIA was behind many of the covert sabotage operations happening with 


increasing frequency on Russian soil. President Putin has recently said he sees 
the conflict in Ukraine and West-backed proxy war there as a fight for the 
survival of the Russian people, alluding to it as an ‘existential threat' in fresh 
comments. 


Bayraktar TB2 
drone during an exercise in 2021, Getty Images 
The timing of these fresh, brazen attacks on Russian appears significant, given 
that just within the last few days there's been some actual international 
momentum toward getting serious about an eventual brokered peace - this after 
China unveiled its 12-point plan for negotiated ceasefire on Friday. Will efforts at 
peace be sabotaged before a process can ever hope to get off the ground? If 
Russian soil keeps getting attacked, it's very unlikely the two sides will even 
come close to seriously contemplating negotiations. 


Russia Repels 10 Drones Over Crimea As Kiev 
Denies It's Behind Spate Of Attacks 


The Kremlin said Wednesday that it prevented another 'massive' drone attack 
on its territory - this time in Russian-held Crimea, stating that a total of 10 
drones were shot down or disabled through electronic warfare measures. 


"An attempt by the Kyiv regime to carry out a massive drone attack on the 
facilities of the Crimean peninsula has been prevented," the Russian defense 
ministry (MoD) said in a statement, as cited in TASS. 


"Six Ukrainian attack drones were shot down by air defense systems. 
Another four Ukrainian drones were disabled by electronic warfare. There were 
no casualties and destruction on the ground," the MoD said. 


Illustrative file 


image 

It comes a day after a spate of drone attacks on and near multiple Russian 
cities were reported. Some of them were reported downed, but others appeared 
to have hit their targets - including against an oil facility in Tuapse, which lies 
about 150 miles southeast of the Crimean peninsula, about 500 kilometers from 
the nearest Ukrainian-held territory. 


During those prior attacks, inbound enemy UAVs had been observed outside of 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, and over the Belgorod region. On Tuesday there 

were in total possibly half-a-dozen to a dozen or more inbound 

drones which had been sent against various Russian cities. 


Given the air raid alerts and sirens that went out warning heavily populated 
areas over a span of Monday into Tuesday, The Daily Beast had described it as a 
day of chaos for Russians: 


The strikes were part of what local media described as a “mass drone 
attack" that appears to have intensified in the last 24 hours. 


On Monday morning, residents of an apartment building in the Belgorod region, 
near the border with Ukraine, were forced to evacuate in the middle of the 
night after one of four drones crashed into the building, according to 
Baza. Another drone landed on the roof of a supermarket and exploded, 
scorching the premises. 


The fresh drone attack on the Crimean peninsula comes amid fresh denials by 
the Ukrainian government that it's targeting Russian soil using drones. 


According to regional reports, the alleged attacks have led to new tit-for-tat 
accusations: 


Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov on Wednesday said Moscow does not trust 
Ukrainian authorities when they say the country's military is not 
carrying out drone attacks on Russia. 


"We don't trust them," Peskov told a press briefing in Moscow, commenting on 
remarks by Ukraine's presidential adviser Mikhaylo Podolyak who denied Kyiv 
carries out strikes on the territory of the Russian Federation. 


Russia’s Defense Ministry on Tuesday accused Ukraine of launching drone 
strikes targeting infrastructure in several Russian regions. 


But this comes after a past year which witnessed a number of sporadic drone 
and alleged sabotage attacks on sensitive Russian facilities, including military 
bases, as Ukraine and its backers grow more emboldened. 


One December investigative report written by a US special forces veteran said 
the CIA was behind many of the covert sabotage operations happening with 


increasing frequency on Russian soil. President Putin has recently said he sees 
the conflict in Ukraine and West-backed proxy war there as a fight for the 
survival of the Russian people, alluding to it as an ‘existential threat' in fresh 
comments. Likely these attacks on Russian soil will only serve to convince much 
of the Russian public of the accuracy of his words. 


highest train crash in greece since at least the 
mid 1960's; Minister Resigns, Station Manager 


Arrested 


“When something this tragic occurs, we can't go on as if nothing had 
happened," Karamanlis said in a statement. 


"It's a fact that we inherited the Greek railway in a state that is not fitting for the 
21st century. 


“In those three and a half years we made every effort to improve this reality. 
Unfortunately, those efforts were not adequate to avert such a tragedy," he 
added. 


According to local authorities, a station manager has been taken into 
custody in relation to the crash, and a preliminary inquiry is currently ongoing. 
However, the individual's identity has not been revealed. 


WS] quoted local officials who said, "the death is the highest for a train 
crash in Greece since at least the mid-1960s." 


As of Wednesday afternoon, at least 38 people have been confirmed dead, 
and more than 80 injured. 


x * Xx 


In a devastating accident on Tuesday night, two trains collided head-on in 
northern Greece, resulting in the deaths of at least 36 people and leaving 
dozens more injured, AP News reported. The accident occurred near the town of 
Tempe in northern Greece. 


According to reports, a passenger train carrying 350 passengers and a freight 
train collided on the same track. Rescue workers and emergency services 
arrived on the scene and found a mangled mess of carriages and freight cars. 


Rescuers have been combing through the twisted, smoking wreckage on 
Wednesday morning. Fire officials provided an update hours ago that 36 people 
had died in the crash, while another 66 were injured. 


California Gov. Newsom Ends Use Of COVID 


Emergency Powers 


The milestone ended 1,090 days of operating under special powers that 
allowed Newsom to make unilateral decisions about the state’s response to 
the pandemic... 


Largest US Grid Supplier Warns Of An Energy 
Shortage Due To Undeliverable Mandates 


The analysis shows that 40 GW of existing generation are at risk of retirement 
by 2030. This figure is composed of: 6 GW of 2022 deactivations, 6 GW of 
announced retirements, 25 GW of potential policy-driven retirements and 3 GW 
of potential economic retirements. Combined, this represents 21% of PJM’s 
current installed capacity. 


In addition to the retirements, P/M’s long-term load forecast shows demand 
growth of 1.4% per year for the P/M footprint over the next 10 years. Due to the 
expansion of highly concentrated clusters of data centers, combined with overall 


electrification, certain individual zones exhibit more significant demand growth - 
as high as 7% annually. 


For the first time in recent history, PJM could face decreasing reserve margins 
should these trends continue. The amount of generation retirements appears to 
be more certain than the timely arrival of replacement generation resources and 
demand response, given that the quantity of retirements is codified in various 
policy objectives, while the impacts to the pace of new entry of the Inflation 
Reduction Act, post-pandemic supply chain issues, and other externalities are 
still not fully understood. 


Recent movement in the natural gas spot markets across the U.S. and Europe 
add another degree of uncertainty to future operations. In 2022, European 
natural gas supply faced many challenges resulting from the war in Ukraine and 
subsequent sanctions against Russia. Liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports into 
the EU and the U.K. in the first half of 2022 increased 66% over the 2021 annual 
average, primarily from U.S. exporters with operational flexibility. This 
international natural gas demand Is a new competitor for domestic spot-market 
consumers, resulting in significantly higher fuel costs for P/M’s natural gas fleet. 


Along with the energy transition, PJM is witnessing a large growth in data center 
activity. /mportantly, the P/M footprint is home to Data Center Alley in Loudoun 
County, Virginia, the largest concentration of data centers in the world. PJM uses 
the Load Analysis Subcommittee (LAS) to perform technical analysis to 
coordinate information related to the forecast of electrical peak demand. In 
2022, the LAS began a review of data center load growth and identified growth 
rates over 300% in some instances. 


Stats, vaccine, censorship, government: FBI 
Director: COVID-19 "Most Likely" Escaped From 
Wuhan Lab 


A cornerstone of the once-unassailable Covid-19 narrative took another mighty 
blow on Tuesday afternoon, as FBI Director Christopher Wray said the 
bureau concluded the pandemic was most likely the result of a leak 
from a Chinese lab. 


Wray's remarks represent the FBI's first public confirmation of its 
assessment. Exasperatingly for ZeroHedge and countless others who've been 
banned from social media and accused of racism for exploring that hypothesis, 
Wray casually framed it in a way that made it sound like old news. 


"The FBI has for quite some time now assessed that the origins of the 
pandemic are most likely a potential lab incident in Wuhan," he told Fox 
News in a Tuesday interview. He said he couldn't share details of the 
assessment since they're still classified. 


The Wuhan Institute of Virology (Roman Pilipey/EPA via The Guardian) 


Wray's remarks come a few days after the Wall Street Journal reported that 
the Department of Energy had in May 2020 reached its own conclusion -- albeit 
with "low confidence" at that early date -- that a lab leak was the most likely 
origin. The Department of Energy is in a position to opine given its role in 
supervising US national laboratories. 


Apoorva Mandavilli @ eee 
@apoorva_nyc 


Someday we will stop talking 
about the lab leak theory and 
maybe even admit its racist 
roots. But alas, that day is not 
yet here. 


4:40 PM - May 26, 2021 - TweetDeck 


7 Retweets 38 Quote Tweets 102 Likes 


While the Journal reported that four intelligence agencies still embrace the 
natural-transmission theory, Wray touted the bureau's credentials in 
reaching its conclusion: 


"The FBI has folks agents, professionals, analysts, virologists, 
microbiologists, etc, who focus specifically on the dangers of biological 
threats, which include things like novel viruses like COVID and the concerns 
that in the wrong hands...some bad guys, a hostile nation state, a terrorist a 
criminal, the threats that those those could pose. 


So here you're talking about a potential leak from a Chinese 
government-controlled lab that killed millions of Americans, and that's 
precisely what that capability was designed for." 


Watch for Attorney General Merrick Garland to be questioned about 
Wray's comments on Wednesday when he appears before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 


When asked about the Energy department conclusion, China pointed to a 2021 
World Health Organization investigation that said a lab leak was "extremely 
unlikely." Foreign ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning said "certain parties 
should stop rehashing the ‘lab leak’ narrative, stop smearing China and 
stop politicizing origins-tracing." 


Dear Despots & Tyrants, Generative AI Could Be 
The Authoritarian Breakthrough In 
Brainwashing You've Been Waiting For 

Dear Despots & Tyrants, 
Generative Al Could Be The 
Authoritarian Breakthrough In 
Brainwashing You've Been Waiting 
For 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, FEB 28, 2023 - 04:26 PM 


Via Climateer Investing blog, 


Have you ever found yourself sitting at home in the Palace thinking: "If only 
there was an easier way to get people to do my bidding?" 


In 2019, China’s Xi Jinping demanded just that when he ordered his party-state 
to leverage Al to “comprehensively increase” the ability of the Chinese 
Communist Party to mold Chinese public opinion. Russia’s Vladimir Putin has 
similarly doubled down on Al-enabled propaganda in the wake of his Ukraine 
invasion, including a fake video of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 
calling for Ukrainians to surrender. These efforts are buttressed by a dizzying 
array of Chinese and Russian agencies tasked with thought control, cultivating a 
competitive ecosystem of digital propaganda tools underwritten by multibillion- 
dollar budgets each year. 


China and Russia are, in other words, fertile ground for generative Al 
to usher in a historic breakthrough in brainwashing — a recipe for more 
international catastrophes, greater human rights abuses, and further 
entrenched despotism. 


As China refines and exports its techno-authoritarianism, would-be tyrants the 
world over are likely to cash in on the propaganda revolution. 


[ZH: The message is clear - we Americans have nothing to fear from generative 
Al misuse... apart from by Russia and China... and if you believe that, we have a 
bridge we'd like to sell you.] 


Airpods Maker Races To Divest From China As 
Clients Push For India Expansion 


Kremlin: West Pumping Weapons Into Ukraine 
Could Bring 'Apocalypse' 


Brazilian President And WEF Member Lula Da 
Silva Pressures Population Into Total COVID 


Vaccination 


After three years of covid disinformation from governments and globalist 
institutions, western countries are finally starting to realize that the pandemic 
event was not much of a pandemic and that the majority of restrictions and 
mandates involved in the response had nothing to do with public health or 
safety. The establishment failed to implement vaccine mandates and passports 
in the west, but that does not mean they have given up on the agenda in other 
parts of the world. The nation of Brazil has become a prime target for further 
medical authoritarianism despite the fading mandate efforts in the US and 
Europe. 


While data disproving the majority of covid claims is becoming widespread in 
North America, there is a fight brewing in South America to dismiss or censor 
scientific evidence and enforce vaccine requirements anyway. To recap, the 
“conspiracy theorists" were right about everything. 


The lockdown mandates were useless. The mask mandates were useless. The 
death rate of covid has been exposed as fraudulent, with up to_70% of covid 
fatalities misdiagnosed by hospitals. The rumors of covid induced heart 

failure have been debunked. The claims of a "pandemic of the unvaccinated" 
have been debunked as the majority of covid deaths today are among the 
vaccinated. Natural immunity has been shown to be far superior to the 
vaccines. The US government is now essentially admitting that covid most likely 
came from the Level 4 virology lab in Wuhan, China - The same lab where 
Anthony Fauci and the NIH funded gain of function research on coronaviruses. 


Don't show any of this evidence to Lula Da Silva, the highly controversial 
convicted criminal president of Brazil - He says it's all "denialism" designed to 
convince the Brazilian populace to remain unprotected from covid. Silva has 
made forced vaccination a centerpiece of his presidency, and his latest efforts 
smell of globalist policy influence. 


Zelensky Hints At Withdrawing From Russian- 
Encircled Bakhmut: 'Out Of Options' 


Journal: SPAC Mania Ends In Bankruptcies And 
Fire Sales, Robert Sassoon, MsC from London 
School of Economics and markets professional 
with 30 years experience. Sasson—that names 
sounds familiar..London School of Economics, 
too... 


Hmm.. 


E The De-SPAC Index - Last Price 


2020 2021 2022 2023 


Shareholders line of credit now offered by online 
bank: Amazon Employees Can Now Borrow 
Against Their Stock To Buy Homes 


Amazon employees will soon be able to pledge company shares when 
purchasing a home, under a new deal with digital lender Better.com, according 


to WS]. 


Better announced a new program for Amazon employees called "Equity Locker," 
allowing them to use stock as collateral for a down payment without selling. 
Previously, Amazon employees had to sell their equity to purchase a home. 


"At Better, our mission is to make homeownership cheaper, faster and easier for 
all Americans. 


"Today, we are very excited to announce that we have created Equity Unlocker 
to help Amazon employees unlock their equity, their homes and their futures, " 
Better CEO and founder Vishal Garg said in a statement. 


Equity Locker is open to current and former Amazon employees in Florida, New 
York, and Washington state. 


Stats, markets, government: why are corporate 
profits still surging.. 


“Profit margins are probably the most mean-reverting series in finance. 
And if profit margins do not mean-revert, then something has gone 
badly wrong with capitalism.” - Jeremy Grantham 
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What Are You Going To Do For Me Now 


Let’s revisit how we got that massive surge in corporate profits. 

Shut down the economy leading to a massive surge in unemployment. 
Start sending $5 Trillion in monetary stimulus directly to households. 
Have the Federal Reserve cut interest rates to zero. 

Begin the most aggressive Quantitative Easing program in history 


Put moratoriums on various debt obligations giving households more 
discretionary savings to spend. 


Not surprisingly, with labor costs sharply reduced and households flush with 
cash to spend and nothing else to do, combined with an inventory shortfall to 
meet demand, the result was a sharp increase in profitability. The data from the 
NFIB small business survey confirms that as labor costs continue to rise, 
corporate profits will fall. 


“This points to economy-wide profit margins continuing to fall - 
potentially quite sharply - through the year.” - Simon White from Bloomberg 
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So, suppose the combination of a shuttered economy, no supply, and massive 
rounds of fiscal stimulus got us here. What is going to be the catalyst to 
support record profits in the future? 


Over the next few years, the environment looks markedly different than in the 
past. 


1. The economy is returning to a slow growth environment with a risk of recession. 


2. Inflation is falling, meaning less pricing power for corporations. 


3. No artificial stimulus to support demand. 


4. Over the last two years, the pull forward of consumption will now drag on future 
demand. 


5. Interest rates are substantially higher impacting consumption. 
6. Consumers have sharply reduced savings and higher debt. 
7. Previous inventory droughts are now surpluses. 


Capitalism Remains Detached 


It is certainly understandable why people think capitalism has become broken. 
They feel unfairly treated as the labor providers to the capital providers. The 
chart below of profits to wages makes the argument. 


‘Corporations No Longer Share The Wealth EVOO 
120 Advice 2700 
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However, the very definition of capitalism is that chart: 


“Capitalism is an economic system in which private individuals or 
businesses own capital goods. At the same time, business owners 
(capitalists) employ workers (labor) who only receive wages; labor 
does not own the means of production but only uses them on behalf of 
the owners of capital.” - Investopedia 


In other words, if you are feeling slighted by the current economy, then you 
have three choices: 


1. Be a laborer, or 
2. Become a provider of the means of production, or 


3. Invest in public companies through the stock market 


Censorship, stats, government: Watch: UK 
Queen Slams Censorship Of Literature As 
“Imposing Limits On Imagination" 


Watch: UK Queen Slams Censorship 
Of Literature As "Imposing Limits 
On Imagination" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
TUESDAY, FEB 28, 2023 - 06:00 AM 


Authored by Steve Watson via Summit News, 


Camilla, the Queen consort of the United Kingdom, and wife of King 
Charles, has surprised some by urging authors and writers to resist 
censorship, amid an enhanced effort to edit and rewrite classic works 
of literature to remove anything deemed ‘offensive’. 


Speaking at Clarence House in London last week, Camilla said “thank you, on 
behalf of book lovers and book clubs everywhere, for sharing your talents with 
us and for everything you do to promote literacy and a love of literature.” 


Camilla has launched a new charity, The Queen’s Reading Room, aimed at 
promoting “the appreciation of literature among adults and children”. 


Addressing authors directly, she added “Please keep doing so and please remain 
true to your calling, unimpeded by those who may wish to curb the freedom of 
your expression or impose limits on your imagination. Enough said!” 


Camilla continued, “let there be no squeaking like mice about your 
achievements, but only roaring like a pride of lions.” 


Watch: 


As we have highlighted, this all stems from an ongoing move to have ‘sensitivity 
readers’ highlight and purge anything that is deemed ‘offensive’ from classic 
literature. 


Both Roald Dahl and lan Flemming’s estates appear to have okayed this. 


Digital Versions of Roald Dahl’s Books Already Updated to Include “Sensitivity” 
Changes 


CIA Played Key Role In Nelson Mandela's Arrest 
& Imprisonment, New Evidence Shows 


Time magazine in a new bombshell report asks the question, "Did the CIA Betray 
Nelson Mandela?" and comes to the conclusion that there was pivotal 
involvement of America's most powerful spy agency. 


The details are coming to light based on the work of Richard Stengel, 
collaborator on Mandela's autobiography, "Long Walk to Freedom". Stengel 
revisited an unpublished 1993 audio interview he had captured with Mandela, 
wherein the famous anti-apartheid activist and eventual South African president 
told him he had learned that an American consul with CIA connections had 
briefed South African authorities on Mandela's travel habits. 


Chevron Hikes Annual Stock Buyback Target To 
$17.5 Billion 


US Home Prices Tumbled For 6th Straight 
Month In December 


San Francisco prices are plummeting the fastest with prices down - 
4.2% YoY, the biggest annual drop since March 2012 to the lowest 
since July 2021... 


1E S&P Corelogic Case-Shiller San Francisco Home Price SA index - Last Price 337.14 
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Asking rents are now tracking home prices lower... 


Exhibit 74: US apartment asking rents have begun to decline modestly 
Apartment asking rent index 
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The headline national home price index is at it lowest since March 2022... 


EB SEP CoreLogic Case-Shiller U.S. National Home Price SA Index - Last Price 297.08 | 
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Despite US officials and media now praising his civil rights legacy as a unifier, 
the reality is successive US administrations considered him a "terrorist" and 
actively opposed him and his racial equality movement. 


A 2013 NBC report pointed to the historical irony and hypocrisy of US officials as 
follows: "Until five years ago, however, the U.S. officially considered Mandela a 
terrorist. During the Cold War, both the State and Defense departments dubbed 
Mandela’s political party, the African National Congress, a terrorist group, 
and Mandela’s name remained on the U.S. terrorism watch list till 
2008." And more from the report: 


But in 1986, Reagan condemned Mandela’s group, the ANC, which was leading 
the black struggle against the apartheid regime, saying it engaged in 
"calculated terror ... the mining of roads, the bombings of public places, 
designed to bring about further repression." 


South Africa's first black head of state starting in 1994, and died in 2013 at the 
age of 95. 


Government, sanctions: feb28 Tesla's Germany 
Plant Is Producing 4,000 Cars Per Week, Three 
Weeks Ahead Of Schedule 


"Tesla will make a compelling $25,000 electric vehicle that is also fully 
autonomous," Elon Musk said at the time. 


After an ugly start to the 2023 campaign, Tesla shares have now more than 
doubled off their lows this year. The company has seen price cuts spur demand 
in large markets like China, as well. We wrote in the beginning of February that 
the company's China segment shipped 66,051 vehicles in January. 


That figure was up 18% from December, while China's new energy passenger 
vehicles, in total, were down 45% month over month from December to 
January. The company is now reportedly planning to increase output at its 
Shanghai plant - bringing its run rate back toward where it was in September 
2022 - in order to continue meeting the demand from price cuts on its best 
selling models. 


We'll continue to keep an eye on Germany as it spools up as well. 


Hungary Demands UN Investigation Into 


"Scandalous" Attack On Nord Stream Pipelines 


“This is basically the first time when such a major European critical 
infrastructure was attacked. By whoever - but it was 
attacked,” Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto told RIA Novosti. 


Szijjarto added that the sabotage was a “scandalous” act of terrorism and the 
truth as to finding out who was responsible should be of the utmost international 
importance. 


Budapest wants know “who committed it and why,” asking for a 
“comprehensive, deep, structured and detailed” probe conducted under the 
auspices of the UN. 


“I think the UN should give a framework for such kind of an 
investigation, ” said Szijjarto, adding that the international body should act as 
a “platform for countries to talk to each other, who even consider each other as 
enemies.” 


As we previously highlighted, former NSA whistleblower Edward Snowden 
responded to the White House’s denial that US intelligence agencies were 
responsible for blowing up the Nord Stream pipelines by pointing out that they 
also once denied involvement in the Bay of Pigs invasion and other false flags. 


read later: Academics Call For WWII-Style 
Rationing Of Food And Fuel To Stop Climate 
Change 
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BY TYLER DURDEN 

TUESDAY, FEB 28, 2023 - 03:45 AM 

As we have outlined outlined in detail many times in the past, there is little to no 
concrete evidence supporting the theory that man-made carbon emissions have 
any relevance whatsoever to weather and climate change. There is no evidence 
of a "climate crisis" and no evidence that human industry and agriculture makes 
a negative impact on the Earth's temperatures. There is no evidence that 
carbon emissions have a causation effect on global warming and no evidence to 
support "tipping point" theories that assert that a mere 1.5°C increase in temps 
will lead to environmental catastrophe. 


Climate activists relying on a tiny time frame of around 100 years of our planet's 
weather history as evidence to support their claims while ignoring the millions of 
years of temperature changes that occurred without human input is alarming 
and anti-science. In fact, the Earth has been much warmer (and cooler) multiple 
times in its history that it is today suggests that people have very little influence 
on the climate in general. 


Beyond the lack of scientific evidence in terms of carbon emissions and global 
warming, there is also the issue of political and social control rooted in climate 
laws. Right now in Europe the farming industry is facing bureaucratic 
Armageddon as governmental red tape and climate based taxation are set to 
make the growing of food impossible for a majority of farmers. UN and EU 
climate controls are being implemented now and will effectively destroy large 
portions of the EU economy, and the establishment wants to bring these same 
policies to the US. 


Some people might argue that they are not farmers or captains of industry, so 
why should they care? The problem is that carbon controls will not be limited to 
businesses and agriculture; they will one day be present in your home. 


A group of academic researchers now argues that in order to stop climate 
change (which has nothing to do with man-made carbon) every individual will 
have to accept restrictions on what they can buy, what they can eat and how 
much fuel and electricity they can use. In a paper titled ‘Rationing And Climate 
Change Mitigation' the group asserts that a rapid reduction of global emissions 
is needed and that rationing similar to standards enforced during two world 
wars, and specifically those measures used during WWII, should be enforced 
again by governments. Only, this time rationing would not be in the name of 
supporting a war effort but in the name of fighting the phantom of climate 
catastrophe. 


This is not the first time rationing for individuals has been suggested in relation 
to climate change, though. The World Economic Forum and the UN have long 
argued in favor of a micro-management approach to carbon controls, using the 
narrative of "individual carbon footprint tracking." Here, Alibaba president J. 
Michael Evans boasts at the WEF's Davos conference about "individual carbon 
footprint tracking" coming soon: 


The creation of the climate crisis bogeyman is an obvious ploy for centralized 
authoritarianism in the name of "the greater good." It's a tiny minority of 
money elites and political elites fabricating the threat of an impending planet- 
wide disaster while paying groups of activist scientists billions of dollars to 
support the false claims. Then, these same elitists offer their own solution, 
which is to give them even more power to dictate every detail of the lives of 
average citizens while limiting our access to food, energy and other resources 
vital to survival (or rebellion). 


This is about creating a world in which every individual is required to constantly 
justify their existence and prove they are worthy to the globalist machine. It is 
tantamount to emissions based slavery. 


islam, stats: Muhammad Was The Most Popular 
Boy's Name In Irish City In 2022 


Mohammad has been the most popular boy’s baby name in the U.K. for 
the past six years, while it was the second-most popular name in the 
Netherlands last year. 


It was also by far the most popular name for baby boys in the Belgian capital of 
Brussels last year and has also topped the chart in Berlin, the Parisian suburbs, 
and the Swedish city of Malmo in recent years. 


The French civil registry reported in 2021 that at least 20 percent of all 


babies born in France were being given Islamic first names, and the true 
figure could be closer to 25 percent. 


Muhammad Was The Most Popular 
Boy's Name In Irish City In 2022 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
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Authored by Thomas Brooke via Remix News, 


It follows a trend being witnessed across northern Europe following 
years of mass migration from predominantly Muslim countries... 


Muhammad became the most popular boy’s baby name in the Irish city 
of Galway last year, data published on Friday by the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) revealed. 


It is the first time the popular Islamic name has topped the list of baby names in 
an Irish city, and follows the trend of the U.K. and other European nations that 
have seen the name top the charts in recent years. 


Jack and Noah dominated in other Irish counties, while James made up 
the top three. All three names retain their places in the top three from last 
year. 


Stats, government: feb28 Canadian ‘Super Pigs' 
About To Invade US, Unleash Major Damage 


Already beset by wild boars in southern regions, the US is about to be 
invaded by hordes of "super pigs" set to spill over from their current ranges 
in Canada and blaze a multifaceted path of destruction across northern states 
and beyond. 


A cross between domestic pigs and European wild boar, these beasts pack a 
wallop -- the largest "super pig" killed so far was well over 600 pounds -- and 
scientists say they're highly intelligent too. 


Feral hogs already inflict economic damages of about $1.5 billion a year in the 
United States, and with this imminent gift from our Canadian neighbors, that 


toll's growth is set to accelerate. The pigs bring destruction in a variety of 
ways: devouring crops, uprooting trees, contaminating water, and 
carrying viruses that can leap into human populations. 


Typically three feet tall and five feet long, "these pigs are easily the 
worst invasive large mammal on the planet," the University of 
Saskatchewan's Ryan Brook tells Fox News. 


“Wild hogs feed on anything. They gobble up tons and tons of goslings and 
ducklings in the spring. They can take down a whitetail deer, even an 
adult," Brook told Field & Stream. "Originally, it was like ‘wow, this is something 
we can hunt.’ But it’s become clear that they’re threatening our whitetail deer, 
elk, and especially, waterfowl." 


“The only people who should be worried about this is anyone who lives in 
North America and eats meat, or eats vegetables, or eats any foods 
based on grain crops, or spends time outside for any 

reason,” said Brook, who heads the university's Canadian Wild Pig Research 
Project and whom a colleague christened "Chairman of the Boar." 


The feral hog attack on the USA is about to become a pincers 
movement, with hordes of super pigs opening a new, northern front 
The disaster started when Canadians imported European wild boars in the 1980s 
to add another agricultural dimension, mating them with domestic pigs to create 
bigger pigs. After the market for wild boar topped out in 2001, many 
ranchers simply let them loose into the wild, confident they stood no 
chance against winter in the Great White North. 


However, the brainy beasts -- whose DNA goes back to Siberia -- quickly 
figured out how to make deep snow caves, even lining the bottoms 
with cattails scythed with their sharp tusks. "They’re so warm inside that 
one of the ways we use to find these pigs is to fly first thing in the morning when 


it’s really cold, colder than -30, and you will actually see steam just pouring out 
the top of the snow,” Brook told The Guardian. 


Now, they're even constructing above-ground residences that experts like to call 
"pigloos." 


This latest plague upon the United States is likely to be permanent. On the plus 
side, people in northern states can start enjoying this exhilarating form 
of hunting -- which has the additional leftist-aggravating benefit of leaning 
heavy on fossil fuels and semi-automatic rifles: 


topic of canadian pig invasion leads to hilarious 
comments about trans people, woke culture, 
CLC iss 


I 


Canadian 'Super Pigs'..... they're "easily the worst invasive large mammal 
on the planet" 


Thought Tyler was talking about their blue-haired, nose-ringed, they/them 
gender confused Starbucks baristas 


play_arrow161play_arrow 


ZeeMasterOfPuppets 
4 days ago 


They don't invade ... They/them get invaded in the rear way 
play_arrow36play_arrow 


rete 
4 days ago 


Oh, they're invasive alright 


play_arrow33play_arrow 


rag_house 
4 days ago 


Gender confused almost all have autism spectrum disorder. You can thank 
the childhood vaccine schedule for their existence. 


play_arrow4iplay_arrow 


eyewillcomply 
4 days ago 
(Edited) 


Is this a subliminal message for white men to start shooting creatures with 
big noses? 


play_arrow35play_arrow1 


BLOTTO 
4 days ago 


‘However, the brainy beasts -- whose DNA goes back to Siberia -- 
quickly figured out how to make deep snow Caves, even lining the 
bottoms with cattails scythed with their sharp tusks.’ 


Do you think a Starbucks barista would figure out how to survive in the 
bush? 


play_arrow45play_arrow 


Dan The Man 
4 days ago 


All i can think of is the wild pig bacon 
play_arrow14play_arrow 


Systems Planet 
4 days ago 
(Edited) 


I think it's inhumane to shoot them once, and leave them to die in pain. 


Why not finish them off so they die fast? 
play_arrow19play_arrow2 


TBT or not TBT 
4 days ago 


Dear Systems Planet, the feral super pigs we already have travel in groups, 
at night. If you are stealthy and use an nice NVD, you can often place your 
shot to drop ONE of the group in place. Preferably a sow(to suppress their 
numbers). But even with a suppressor the rest start moving so you are 
then shooting at moving ones, leading their center mass. As these are 
extremely tough animals, they keep going after they're shot unless you 
happen to hint something really important. 


So the run/limp off into the dark into some brush and either die or don't, 
whatever. Any that are immobilized but not dead sure you can walk up 
and whack them with your pistol(the rounds are way cheaper). 


If a sow had nursing babies they reassemble with the dead mom a bit after 
and you can gun them down as you see fit. Great practice for your pistol 
skills but you miss a lot. Rifle rounds seem a waste but hits are more likely. 


IMHO the humane thing, which comes at a cost, is to move up to more 
devastating cartridge. An AR-10 platform for example. Pricier ammo but 
then you get a more satisfying body count. For the latter, sometimes 
buzzards are your friend because they find the ones who died later, way 
over there. 


More humane still, trap them, back up the trailer, and drive them to a meat 
harvester. 


play_arrowié6play_arrow 


Lumpen Pro 
4 days ago 
(Edited) 


“Dear Systems Planet, the feral super pigs..." ~ TBT or not TBT 
For a second, I thought that read federal super pigs. 


play_arrow10play_arrow 


RebBiker 
4 days ago 


"For a second, I thought that read federal super pigs." 


For a second, I thought they were talking about female joggers. 


play_arrowgplay_arrow 


Drummerboy56 


3 days ago 
Noseberg swine 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Will39 
PREMIUM 


3 days ago 
No, it’s not black brown and yellow men also hunt 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


I.M.Notamoose 
3 days ago 


BLOTTO -- it depends on what type of bush... or whose.... 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


I'm Jack's Sock Puppet 
4 days ago 


And somehow Canadians still complain bacon is expensive lately. 
Learn To Pig ... wait as you guys above mentioned, they already master it. 


Learn To Hunt. 


play_arrow10play_arrow 


Market Pulse 

3 days ago 

Remember Canada's ruling King is taking away the guns. Hard to kill those 
suckers without them. In medieval days, it was 50/50 who died when they 
hunted them with spears. Special spears. Long with cross hilts at the end. 
You had to bury the butt of the spear in the ground and stick the hog as it 
was Charging you. Usually the momentum of the hog ran it all the way down 
the shaft as it was trying to kill you. If you were lucky that day, it died 
before it hit the cross shaft that helped prevent it from getting you. Good 
times. Would bring the "excitement" back to hunting though! 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


Whiteness 
4 days ago 
(Edited) 


Interesting. I've not heard that before... 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Blue Dingo 
4 days ago 


I thought they were referring to Jennifer Granholm. 


play_arrow1iplay_arrow 


Twitchet_dread, 
4 days ago 


I thought this was an article about Stacy abrams, my bad. 


play_arrow17play_arrow 


Cataclysms-Happen 
4 days ago 


Naaa, it’s yet another example of how Fn stupid governments are.. once 
again nature didn’t do this/F up/ we did... so tired of dip****s thinking they 
have a clue... what next? Crossbreed the murder hornet with mosquitoes? 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


I.M.Notamoose 
3 days ago 
(Edited) 


Cannot be either Granholm or Abrams... the super pig/boar hybrids are 
referred to as " the brainy beasts "... "brainy" just does not apply to either 


of the listed people... 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


redfish64 
4 days ago 


The "they're highly intelligent" line should have gave it away. 
play_arrow5play_arrow 


ConnectingTheDots 

3 days ago 

Just another distraction from the criminal syndicate taking control of "our" 
government. 


Personally I am far more worried about the invasion of useless politicians 
working for the globalist agenda. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


SEC vs Bitcoin 

4 days ago 

How in the hell does starbucks find these people? Serious question coming 
from a small highly conservative town in Texas. Only thing I can think of is 
that managers are encouraged to enforce being “different” a prerequisite 
for hire and/or possibly even financially incentive those weirdos. I’ve been 
trying to figure this out for years... 


play_arrow5play_arrow 


| Am_Z28.310 

4 days ago 

Starbucks pays for their employees' gender surgery / transition. That's why 
trans work there 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


TBT or not TBT 

3 days ago 

Believe it or not I ordered coffee from a cleanshaven, tatoo free, miltary 
buzz cut, physically Starbucks worker the other day. He was ex USAF 


intelligence, 20 years in the service, expert on Nork communication 
intercepts. White guy, not a tiny bit Asian. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Z Free 
4 days ago 


Canadians Call ‘Em 'Super Pigs’. Texans Call It Barbecue. 


play_arrow72play_arrow 


debt_slave_1029384756 
4 days ago 


Smarter and more resourceful than your average pig... 
QUUU gogg 
UU 


and [] you can shove your vaccine mandates up your ASS 


play_arrow1splay_arrow 


Expectorant 
4 days ago 


The Commies can keep their fake meats. 


play_arrow1oplay_arrow1 


Proximus 
4 days ago 


Amen, bring the big pigs on. 
play_arrow7play_arrow 


Seek Shelter 
4 days ago 


One of the best meals I've ever had was the liver of a feral hog killed 10 
hours before. I had no idea. 


play_arrow14play_arrow1 


Man on the Silver Mountain 
3 days ago 
(Edited) 


Pork ribs, ham, bacon ... 


I fail to see a problem with a feral hog "invasion" - it's a great hunting 
opportunity. I was never a fan of lean venison, but stocking a freezer with 
hundreds of pounds of pork is one hell of an incentive to go hunt - and 
collect a hunting rifle or two along the way. 


play_arrowé6play_arrow 


Capn Balz 

3 days ago 

Where I live in N. Fl, you can bag both in the same day from the same 
stand. I like to mix the pork and venison 50/50 to make my burger. Or I trap 
some youngun's and feed them off before butchering, borrowing 
(castrating) the boars first. Can get exciting tying down a 100 -200 pounder 
so you can cut his nutz off. Most of our management areas no longer allow 
removal of live hogs, but I have private land I hunt. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Lost My Shorts 
4 days ago 


Do murder hornets eat super pigs? Or vice versa? 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


clot shot 
4 days ago 


I've seen massive ones in NTX. Better carry a ranch rifle in the rural areas 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


TBT or not TBT 

4 days ago 

A lot of ranch hands traded in the bolt action rifle for an AR or AK variant 
with a holo sight. They move in packs. 


play_arrowgplay_arrow 


WilliamShatner 
4 days ago 


I hunt these things in CA, get one a year and only one because of the cost. 
It's literally hundreds of dollars after paying tag fee (small) then hunt guide 
fee (huge) to meat processing (big). In total, it's like a grand to get a pig. It 
would be nice if the government would help and subsidize my hunt, it would 
only cost a few hundred. Instead, they will subsidize someone's purchase of 
an EV. 


Government, what a racket. 


play_arrow6iplay_arrow1 


Known Fact 
4 days ago 


Isn't there an expression here at ZH along the lines of Shoot, Shovel and 
Shut Up? 


play_arrow20play_arrow 


Laughing Snake 
4 days ago 


That comes from James Wesley Rawles. He owns survivalblog.com 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


RockyR 
4 days ago 


In Texas, they pay you to shoot them in some places. Note: these are 
different than javelina. 


play_arrowi1é6play_arrow 


TBT or not TBT 

4 days ago 

Often some cross between siberian hogs escaped from a game ranch and 
very productive domesticated ones escaped from a pig raising business. 


The result is fast breeding, fast growing etc but tusked, fast,.strong and 
potentially very aggressive, oh and eventually, huge. 


play_arrow5play_arrow 


Man on the Silver Mountain 
3 days ago 


Huge. 


That means more ribs and bigger hams. What's not to like about that? A 
rifle is the perfect standoff distance tool and negates the strong and 
aggressive downside of a nasty-tempered pig. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Proximus 
4 days ago 


That's Cali bro. Get out while you can. 


play_arrow7play_arrow 


Castor gordo el tercero 
4 days ago 


No please stay there... Running is for pussies anyway. 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


2002Silverado 

4 days ago 

(Edited) 

What's the meat like? I heard that (maybe the boars) it has to be prepped 
somehow to get rid of an unsavory taste, maybe soaked in brine or 
something. 3 times at least the weight of a deer, so I guess the cost of 
butchering is too, unless you just DIY. I'd try and bait them with apples or 
whatever and use a crossbow to do away with the other expenses. If you 
need a guide to find 'em, I'm thinking they're not an apocalyptic problem 
yet. Never seen them in Quebec, but apparently all over the prairies. 


play_arrow12play_arrow 


Just_Charge_It_To Matt 
4 days ago 


Just cut out the pork belly part to make bacon, and then sell the bacon. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Just_Charge_It_To Matt 
4 days ago 


Then use the carcass as bait for more boars... wash, rinse, repeat. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Friedrich not Salma 
4 days ago 


Not much bacon on the wild hogs. Too lean. Not much rib meat either. But 
good hams, front shoulders (picnic hams), tenderloins and back straps. 


play_arrowgplay_arrow 


jollyroger51 
3 days ago 


I believe picnics are what we call Boston Butt or pork butt. Great on the 
smoker.Pork butts are way too much for one person so I only smoke small 
semi boneless pork roasts, that way I don't end up with 8 lbs. of BBQ pork 
in the freezer. Yeah, that's a lot of sandwiches but even I get tired of it. 


Personally I like using hickory mixed with a little cherry wood on pork. 


You folks down in Texas can BBQ all year round. Up here in Michigan we 
have to dig out our BBQ from under the snow. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


CrèmeBrûlée 
PREMIUM 


4 days ago 
Best meat I ever had https://youtu.be/6p5x0nxtgVs 
play_arrow2play_arrow 


dwhit 
3 days ago 


Very interesting... 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


TBT or not TBT 

4 days ago 

Bait them with apples? Cattle feed plus molasses works great. To keep 
other species from eating it just add diesel. Then only the hogs still go for 
it. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Diorama 

4 days ago 

That ‘unsavory taste' is boar taint. It comes from intact (or 'entire') male 
pigs. Only 50% of men can smell or taste it, but 90% of women can. I've 
stopped buying pork roasts because I stunk up my house for hours with one 
affected with b.t. years go. Meat was (to me) inedible. More recently, threw 
out a package of pork chops for same reason. Now won't buy Co-op brand 
bacon again. I figure brand name producers have something to lose if they 
turn off consumers. Co-op doesn't seem to care. 


Apparently there's a way to check for the presence of this at slaughter. No 
way to ameliorate it with any particular cooking or treatment that I'm aware 
of. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Laughing Snake 

4 days ago 

Had a friend who used to trap wild hogs. He'd put deer corn and water in a 
55 gallon drum near hog sign. He'd let it ferment and dig a pit next to the 
barrel. Pour in the mash and wait. The pigs would come and lap it up. He 
would wait for them to get drunk and put a lead on them. Cage them up, 
fatten them up, then slaughter them. Got more meat that way and it was 
more palatable, less gamey. 


play_arrowé6play_arrow 


Juche Tony 

3 days ago 

something I've always admired about Americans is their folksy frontier 
knowledge of this kind of stuff. Europeans are so ignorant in this regard. 
Shoot stuff, fix stuff, build stuff, so many Americans are practical folk. 


play_arrow5play_arrow 


Cheap Chinese Crap 

4 days ago 

(Edited) 

So you're telling me that there is one form of illegal immigrant that 
Americans are being encouraged to shoot on sight? 


play_arrow45play_arrow1 


Harm’s_way 
4 days ago 


Why limit it to just one? Dilbert might be advocating for the same. 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


Castor gordo el tercero 

4 days ago 

Yep, and it's actually useful to our population and helps the poor instead of 
destroying them... Which is why the government is so adamant about 
getting rid of them. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


The New Right 

4 days ago 

They're not helpful, they ravage an area and just eat and destroy everything 
in sight. They're like locusts but they will also kill any farm animals and 
pets unfortunate enough to encounter them. 


Back in high school in the late 90's, I had two buddies who stole a trailer 
load of hogs from my cousin's farm in the middle of the night. Their plan 
was to sell the hogs at a stock yard the next morning, but they got paranoid 
and ended up setting them loose out on a back road somewhere. We had 
never had a hog problem in my western Ohio county but within a year or 


two we started hearing about farmers finding wallows in their fields, and 
suddenly guys were shooting these giant hogs all the time. The problem 
dissipated but man do we howl in laughter if someone brings up the time in 
high school when Rhett and Danny got stoned and tried to be pig rustlers 
but ended up causing a wild hog infestation lol 


play_arrow14play_arrow2 


Just_Charge_It_To Matt 
4 days ago 


I hope there is a statute of limitations on high rustling, otherwise you just 
may have switched if you used their real name. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Friedrich not Salma 
4 days ago 


Rhett says "Frankly, my dear, I don't give a damn " 
play_arrow3play_arrow 


ZIRPdiggler 
4 days ago 


We already have 600 lb feral swine unleashed on us from the District of 
Corruption 


play_arrow30play_arrow 


Cheap Chinese Crap 
4 days ago 


Yes, but those are domestic swine, not foreign swine. 


play_arrowsplay_arrow1 


countryboy42 
4 days ago 


And, that's just Nuland. 
play_arrow12play_arrow 


SafeAndEffective 
4 days ago 


Wild boars, shooting practice, bacon. It's like a Kid Rock video when I've 
had too much to drink. Can't turn it up loud enough. 


play_arrow25play_arrow1 


Z Free 
4 days ago 


Ha! Bawitdaba, da bang, da dang diggy diggy, diggy, said the boogie, said 
up jump the boogie. My Name Is...KID KID ROCK! 


play_arrow1iplay_arrow 


SafeAndEffective 
4 days ago 


I'm more into the Red Neck Paradise side of Kid Rock, but like that one too 
for cranking while drunk. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


Man up and put on some Pantera. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Z Free 
4 days ago 


I’m partial to The Cult 
play_arrow3play_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


Slayer - Reign In Blood 
play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Man on the Silver Mountain 
3 days ago 


Fire Woman - one of their best. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


billuminati 
4 days ago 


I prefer the B-52s (band, not weapon of mass destruction). Nerd mating call 
in Rock Lobster. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


4ladyfox 
4 days ago 


Love the B-52's! 
play_arrowplay_arrow 


Fred C Dobbs 
4 days ago 


Colin James Safronia B. Old R and B from the early 50's. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3naHDLLa28 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


gunsfromthegrave 
4 days ago 


While the libs eat bugs ill be hunting these. 
play_arrow23play_arrow 


Proximus 
4 days ago 


Mmm hmm, this is not a problem but it is a solution. 
Costs an extra 5 dollars for bacon with your omelette. 


Now almost free. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Tarzan 
4 days ago 


This will only be a problem until the ruling class crashes the system, then 
they're food for those prepared. 


Super Pigs, LMAO. Do you have to make everything sound scary, is that a 
rule now? 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


plankton 
4 days ago 


Even pigs want to escape canaduh. 


play_arrow21play_arrow 


TBT or not TBT 
4 days ago 


They will not like American gun laws. 


play_arrow5play_arrow 


Mance Rayder 
PREMIUM 


4 days ago 
lol pigloos 


play_arrow20play_arrow 


August—Landmesser: 
4 days ago 


Let the murder hornet and super pigs fight it out- 
play_arrow17play_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


$10 on Pizza's wife. 


play_arrow3play_arrow 


Juche Tony 
3 days ago 


ah but she hasn't got tusks. 


Has she? 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


TedW14 
4 days ago 


Victoria Nuland is fatter and uglier. 


play_arrow15play_arrow 


argoz 
4 days ago 


More cunning and dangerous too. 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


macroman/Tinfoil masker/GG500 
4 days ago 


cunting, Fify 
play_arrow5play_arrow 


not-me---it-was-the-dog 
4 days ago 


....but kosher! 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


kilo-lima 
4 days ago 


Noo, her hooves are not split 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


AUserDarkly 
4 days ago 


I take about 20 wild boar a year on my rather smallish plot. They just keep 
coming, more and more. 


play_arrowi5play_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


White People Problems 
play_arrow3play_arrow4 


Giant Meteor 
4 days ago 


Nah, he’s just hamming it up .. 


play_arrowsplay_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


Swine! 


play_arrow4play_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


Pizza's wife got loose! 
RUUUUUUN! 


play_arrow15play_arrow1 


SafeAndEffective 
4 days ago 


Mrs. Pizzathehut: "You think this pepperoni comes from you ***?" 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


DreadstoneofXev 
4 days ago 


(Preface - I live in rural North Carolina) 


I WONDERED why there was a convoy of pickup trucks headed north. Good 
‘ol boys with Dixie Flag ball caps, coolers filled with beer, and enough guns- 
n-ammo to take out a small nation. 


play_arrow14play_arrow 


Geoffrey-Durden 
4 days ago 


We live in Neuse River area and they are the one local animal (besides big 
cats) that I haven't laid eyeballs on. 


Not sure how much of this is fear ****, 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


Car 54 Where Are U 
4 days ago 


I thought this might have been a Snyder article at first! 
play_arrow3play_arrow 


rag_house 
4 days ago 


Just saw the article. Planning an expedition now. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


SilverNV 
4 days ago 


There is no hunting like that of hunting another man's super pig. 


play_arrow2play_arrow 


ObamaBidensucks 

4 days ago 

Don't believe the hype. The gov just shot and killed hundreds of harmless 
feral cows and cattle because the deemed them a "threat" 


These hogs might just keep you alive when Biden or someone worse than 
him finishing shutting off the food supply like you know they are doing now. 


The gov will recommend you kill all these feral hogs. I would say let them 
live. Whatever they recommend, the opposite is probably the best . 


Look at the price of eggs now compared to 4 years ago,,,look at the 100s of 
burning food plants. 


play_arrow10oplay_arrow 


VideoEng NC 

4 days ago 

Except that these wild boars have been known for years to do more harm 
than good. They destroy at the root level, not good. 


play_arrow7play_arrow 


pparalegal 
4 days ago 
(Edited) 


Farmers and ranchers will pay you to take them off their land. 


Wild boar hunting is legal in California using rifles and handguns with soft 
point or expanding bullets, muzzleloading rifles of at least .40 caliber, 
shotguns capable of holding no more than three shells and firing single 
slugs, archery equipment and crossbows. A hunting license and wild pig tag 
are generally required (naturally the state gov wants in on the action) to 
take wild pig in California, with no daily bag or possession limit. Guided 
wild pig hunts are available with archery and rifle options, and spot and 
stalk hunting is also possible. Non-resident tags cost $75.60 and a hunting 
license is also required. The best time to hunt is in the spring, when the 
pigs are at their peak. 


We have been trying to coax them into the big cities full of trash cans and 
little animals. But the sly wild animals give us the side eye and say they are 
not so easily tricked. 


play_arrow10oplay_arrow 


Giant Meteor 
4 days ago 


Ahh, very good. Peak pig ! 
play_arrowiplay_arrow 


vini vidi 
4 days ago 
Run em with dogs. 


play_arrowiplay_arrow 


Giant Meteor 
4 days ago 


Understood .. 


play_arrowplay_arrow 


Cantgive2fks 
3 days ago 
(Edited) 


Can’t hunt with dogs in California anymore... 


now the black bear population is out of control , way more bear than swine at 
least in my neighborhood. 


Censorship, government, stats: mar4 Sequoia 
Capital Exec Admits "Even Democrats Like Me 
Are Fed Up With San Francisco" 


Ai, tech: mar4 ChatGPT has the FTC worried 
about AI scams and hype 


"The FTC has already seen a staggering rise in fraud on 
social media," she said. "AI tools that generate authentic- 
seeming videos, photos, audio, and text could supercharge 
this trend, allowing fraudsters greater reach and speed," 
from imposter scams and identity theft to payment fraud and 
fake website creation. Chatbots could exacerbate these 
trends, Gruenwald said. 


While the FTC did not provide specific examples of AI- 
powered fraud, it's not hard to imagine how people could be 
fooled. Already, Al-generated audio of Joe Biden and Donald 
Trump trash-talking while gaming has gone viral on TikTok. 
Combined with deepfake video and speech-mimicking 
chatbots, bad actors could mislead the public with faked 
footage of politicians in the lead up to an election. Similarly, 
phishing calls and emails could start sounding more like 
humans instead of robots, giving hackers new tricks to rob 
consumer and company finances. 


Aware of these threats, Gruenwald didn't mince words: 
“We're prepared to hold - and have held - accountable the 
firms and individuals who engage in these practices." 


ne FTC's instincts are right, today's generative Al may pose less economic disruption than 


-eption. 


Markets, government, inflation: feb28 Apartment 
Rents Slide Across All US Cities Amid "Crush" Of 
New Supply 


Apartment Rents Slide Across All 
US Cities Amid "Crush" Of New 


Supply 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, FEB 27, 2023 - 10:20 PM 

Back in September, when looking at various leading rental market indicators, we 
reported that "Manhattan Apartment Rents Finally "Plateau" After Red-Hot 
Summer" a trend reversal that was also observed at the national level as we 
observed in "Nationwide Rents Drop For First Time In Two Years." With rents 
peaking in August, two months later the retnal drop accelerated as we discussed 
in "Just Tumbled The Most On Record As Economy Craters", incidentally 
something we wrote just hours after the latest FOMC, when Fed chair Jerome 
Powell clearly hadn't yet gotten the rent memo as the following two quotes from 
his November FOMC presser reveal: 


The Seattle metro area’s median rent was $1,706 in January, while in the Boston 
metro area it was $1,879. Other measurements of rent with different sample 
criteria show much higher rent prices, but similar long-term trends in price 
movement. 


Apartment List National Vacancy Index (2019-Present) 


10% i 

| Start of 

1 COVID-19 
| Pandemic 
8% t 


i 4.1% 


0% ‘ 
] FMAM] J ASONDJ FMAM) JASOND) FMAM] JASOND) FMAM) JASOND]) 


2019 2020 2021 2022 


Source: Aportment List Vocancy Index > 
Data Available: https//wwwopartmentiistcom/research/category/data-rent-estimotes Apartment A List 


Of course, there is a lot of room to fall: even after a 3.5% decline in new- 
lease rents since last summer, rents in many cities remain 20% or 30% 
higher than they were when the pandemic began. Rents in the Tucson, Ariz., 
Tampa, Fla., and Miami metro areas are all 35% higher than in March 2020, 
according to an Apartment List report. 


“Renters are still having a tougher time than they were even a year-and-a- 
half ago,” said Chris Salviati, economist at Apartment List. However, if the 
Fed keeps rising rates and ignoring the general economic malaise - which the 
Biden admin is doing everything to cover up - rents should be in freefall in 
just a few months, but don't expect the Fed to respond: as usual it takes the 
US central bank about 6 to 9 months to realize it is always behind the curve. 


Indeed, the supply of new rentals is already having an impact: according to 
software company RealPage, the share of apartment tenants who renewed 
leases declined in January to 52%, the lowest level for that month since 
2018; the data suggests some tenants are finding better deals at other 
buildings. 


“Renters facing lease renewals suddenly have a lot more options,” RealPage 
economist Jay Parsons said in a report. Landlords are likely to start dropping 
their renewal rents to prevent tenants from leaving, he added. 


Ironically, asking rents are sliding just as the much-delayed shelter cost 
component of the CPI basket soared by oar 7.9% in January compared with the 
Same month a year earlier. Of course, as we long ago noted, the impact of rent 
declines tends to lead what is expressed in the CPI by as much as 12 months. 
Furthermore, as we discussed recently, many renters are in the middle of leases 
signed before recent price drops. That is one reason why the rising cost of rent 
reflected in the CPI shows annual price growth that is still higher than market 
measures, which track new leases. 


And while some seasonal stalling in rents is normal, Timiraos cautions that 
according to projections from CoStar, the market faces a significant headwind in 
the form of a supply "crush", namely the biggest delivery of new supply 
since 1986: nearly half a million new apartments are coming on line this year 
as developers seek to cash in on the high rents that tenants have been paying. 
Indeed, as discussed over the weekend, countless renters facing the most 
unaffordable housing market in generations... 


Exhibit 14: US housing affordability at lowest levels in history 
GS Housing Affordability Index 
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... are unable to to buy a home because of higher mortgage rates and 
steep prices, so rentals have been in high demand. 


Censorship, vaccine: feb28 readlater:CDC Spreads 
False Information About COVID-19 Vaccine 
Safety Monitoring 


The CDC has previously offered misinformation and refused to correct 
it. 


War, government: feb28 Every Peruvian 
president who has held office since 1990 has 
been in jail, or is in jail currently 


There are so many ex-presidents behind bars, that there's literally no more space to put 
them in specialized units, away from general population inmates. 


As Bloomberg points out, every single Peruvian president who has held office 
since 1990 has been in jail, or is in jail currently, or has been slapped with a 
detention order, equaling six total. 


According to Bloomberg, "The Barbadillo jail on the outskirts of Lima is currently 
occupied by former president Alberto Fujimori, held there since 2007 over death squad 
killings and corruption, and Pedro Castillo, who attempted a coup in December." 


And now with Alejandro headed there, "Adding a third presidential inmate would exceed 
the two-person capacity stated in documents published by prison authority INPE." 


The presidential jail was previously home behind bars for other famous (or infamous) 
heads of state as follows: 


In addition to Fujimori, Toledo and Castillo, three other ex-presidents have faced 

detention orders. Ollanta Humala, who governed between 2011 and 2016, was in 
Barbadillo over allegations that Odebrecht had illegally financed his presidential 

campaign. 


Government, china, sanctions, markets: feb28 
Lithium Industry Reeling After China Shutters 
10% Of Global Supply 


That's a nice little EV industry you got over there in the US, it's be a shame if 
suddenly it found itself without the most important commodity. 


That's one way to interpret what just happened in China; another - a less cynical 
- is the way Bloomberg described it, namely that China’s lithium industry itself is 
reeling as its top production hub - responsible for around a 10th of the world’s 
supply - faces sweeping closures amid a government probe of environmental 
infringements. 


The crackdown in Yichun, Jiangxi province, also known as the country's "Lithium 
capital" follows a local lithium frenzy over the past year as miners raced to feed 
rampant demand for the battery material — and to benefit from record global 
prices. Now, they’re grappling with a close-up inspection by environment 
officials sent from Beijing. 


According to Yicai newspaper, ore-processing operations in Yichun have 
been ordered to stop as investigators probe alleged violations at 
lithium mines. That, Bloomberg notes, threatens somewhere between 8% 
and 13% of global supply, according to various analyst estimates, although 
it’s unclear for how long the immediate shutdowns will last. 


The sudden probe injects a big dose of uncertainty into a lithium market that 
has seen prices drop, bringing some relief to EV manufacturers, as more global 
output emerges. Jiangxi province was expected to be a big source of extra 
supply, from a lithium-bearing mineral known as lepidolite. 


“This supervision may mean that the inspection and control over lepidolite 
mining in China will be more stringent in the future,” said Susan Zou, analyst at 
Rystad Energy. Companies with operations in Yichun include major battery 
manufacturers Contemporary Amperex Technology Co. and Gotion High-Tech 
Co., whose shares both fell more than 1% on Monday. 


Due to the ongoing probe, all lepidolite mining in Yichun aside from those by a 
state-owned company have been suspended, but refineries are still operational, 
Daiwa analysts Dennis Ip and Leo Ho said. 


Global lithium prices soared to a record high last year as demand from China’s 
booming electric-vehicle industry outstripped production. And, as so often 
happens in commodities, where the cure to high prices is more supply, leading 
to lower prices, this high-profit, high-demand environment has encouraged 
miners to skirt regulations. 


Some companies had already been targeted for infringements, including 
incidents of pollution, over the past year. This is a much wider crackdown, and 
involves Officials from central government departments including the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. 


Yucai added that Beijing will mainly look at violations at lithium mines and seek 
to guide the “healthy development” of the industry; they will largely target 
those mining without permits or with expired licenses. 


Curiously, a recent Goldman report found that the Chinese car 

industry’s demand for lithium has fallen by more than half in recent 
months, a dramatic reversal that will drive a further slump in the market. 
Meanwhile, Chinese prices have dropped more than 30% from last year’s peak. 


Lithium Prices Are Dectining 
Battery metal has fallen from a reverd high last year 


what yell 


According to calculations form Citic Securities analyst Bai Junfei, a month-long 
mining halt in Yichun would reduce lithium output by an amount 
equivalent to around 13% of the world’s total. Rystad Energy, a 
consultancy, estimated the amount at 8%. 


“At present, the market speculation is that the probe may stop after the two 
sessions in China next month,” Rystad’s Zou said, referring to the annual 
parliamentary meetings due early March. 

History, journal: feb28 the mayflower was just 
the puritans: people who stemmed from the 
reformation movement against the catholic 
church, who I think, also disagreed with t he 
protestants as well. They were like its own 
subsect of protestants, probably radicals of their 
time. The ship sailed in 160 with 102 
passengers. The puritans believed the New 
World to be their promised land. Not all that 
surprising, really. Who better to send on sucha 
dangerous expendition than an irate minorty 
that had been expelled from their homeland. 
They're very survival as a people will depend on 
their ability to settle the land. Nothing better 
than an extistential crisis to get people 
motivated... 


Motivations for the voyage 
See also: Pilgrims (Plymouth Colony) § History 


A congregation of approximately 400 English Protestants living in exile in Leiden, 
Holland, were dissatisfied with the failure of the Church of England to reform what they 
felt were many excesses and abuses. But rather than work for change in England (as 
other Puritans did), they chose to live as Separatists in religiously tolerant Holland in 
1608. As separatists, they were considered illegal radicals by their home country of 
England. 


The government of Leiden was recognized for offering financial aid to reformed 
churches, whether English, French or German, which made it a sought-after destination 
for Protestant intellectuals.“""7 Many of the separatists were illegal members of a church 
in Nottinghamshire, England, secretly practicing their Puritan form of Protestantism. 
When they learned that the authorities were aware of their congregation, church 
members fled in the night with little more than the clothes they were wearing, and 
clandestinely made it to Holland." 


Painting by Isaac Claesz Van Swanenburg of workers in Leiden's wool industry 


Life in Holland became increasingly difficult for the congregation. They were forced into 
menial and backbreaking jobs, such as cleaning wool, which led to a variety of health 
afflictions. In addition, a number of the country's leading theologians began engaging 

in open debates which led to civil unrest, instilling the fear that Spain might again place 
Holland's population under siege, as it had done years earlier. England's James 

| subsequently formed an alliance with Holland against Spain, with a condition outlawing 
independent English church congregations in Holland." In aggregate, these became 
the separatists' motivating factors to sail for the New World, which would have the 
added benefit of being beyond the reach of King James and his bishops.“ 


Their desire to travel to America was considered audacious and risky, as previous 
attempts to settle in North America had failed. Jamestown, founded in 1607, saw most 
of its settlers die within the first year. 440 of the 500 new arrivals died of starvation 
during the first six months of winter. The Puritan separatists also learned of the 
constant threat of attacks by indigenous peoples. But despite all the arguments 
against traveling to this new land, their conviction that God wanted them to go held 
sway: "We verily believe and trust the Lord is with us," they wrote, "and that he will 
graciously prosper our indeavours, according to the simplicity of our hearts therein." 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayflower 


China, war: feb28 China Blasts US 
‘Disinformation, Absolute Hypocrisy’ On Russia 
Ties, Vows Retaliation For Sanctions 


She said that the US is ultimately busy "spreading disinformation that China 
would supply weapons to Russia and sanctioning Chinese companies under that 
pretext." 


One of the Chinese companies in question, Changsha Tianyi Space Science and 
Technology Research Institute, previously came under sanctions for allegedly 
supplying the Russian mercenary firm Wagner Group with satellite imagery of 
Ukraine. 


War, middle east: feb28 Eqyptian foreign 
minister visits damacus for first time since 2011 
invasion in a move of solidary following 


devasting earthquake 


The visit to Syria represents the first by a high-level Egyptian official since 
the start of the US-backed war in 2011. Upon his arrival at Damascus 
International Airport, Shoukry was received by Syria’s Foreign Minister, Faisal 
Mekdad. 


Egypt severed diplomatic relations with Damascus and announced its 
support for the opposition in 2013, during the presidency of the Muslim 
Brotherhood-affiliated Muhammad Morsi, who was overthrown that year in 
a military coup led by Sisi. 


Ties were restored the same year following Sisi’s coup. However, relations were 
never fully mended, and Damascus remains excluded from the Cairo-based 
Arab League after it was suspended in 2011. In recent years, Jordan and the 
UAE, two backers of the extremist insurgency in Syria, have restored their 
relations with the Syrian government. 


Since the earthquake, Arab states have embraced Syria. Tunisia has 
expressed its intention to restore diplomatic ties, and even Saudi Arabia - who 
actively supported extremist groups with the aim of overthrowing the 
government - has expressed the need to ‘end the status quo’ regarding enmity 
with Damascus. 


The US and UK are trying to thwart normalization efforts with Arab capitals... 


Stats, censorship, vaccine: feb28 “Please Don’t 
Write About It”: New York Times Science 
Reporter Declares Lab Leak Theory “Racist” 


Now various scientists and sources have acknowledged 
that the lab could be the origin of the virus and should 
be investigated with the natural origins theory. The 
change is embarrassing to many reporters who assured 
readers that the lab theory was debunked racist 
conspiracy theory. 


Apoorva Mandavilli is one of those who was supposed 
to be covering such stories and exploring all possible 
origins. She is insisting that, regardless of what Fauci 
or others say, it is nothing more than a racist 
conspiracy theory. She tweeted “Someday we will 
stop talking about the lab leak theory and maybe even 
admit its racist roots. But alas, that day is not yet 
here.” She added that “A theory can have racist roots 
and still gather reasonable supporters along the way. 
Doesn’t make the roots any less racist or the theory 
any more convincing, though.” 


Many noted that a science writer should ... well ... 
follow the science. An objective reporter would 
recognize that either origin is possible but that there is 
thus far no conclusive evidence. The lack of evidence is 
due in large part to the Chinese government arresting 


scientists, barring access, and preventing full inquiries 
despite the death of millions around the world. 


Mandavilli later revised her statement to say that the 
lab theory is “possible” but not “plausible.” She did not 
explain why it is not plausible or why (if it is possible) 
it is clearly also a racist theory. 


Later she deleted the tweets and, when a reporter 
contacted her, explained “I deleted it because it 
unleashed some incredibly nasty tweets and DMs. So 
please don’t write about it.” 
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“Please Don’t Write About It”: New York Times Science 
Reporter Declares Lab Leak Theory “Racist” 


Despite recent reports raising questions over whether Covid-19 originated in a the Wuhan virology lab 
and Dr. Fauci admitting that the leak theory was possible (and worth investigating), the science and 

health reporter for the New York Times declared yesterday that the theory was “racist.” Even Facebook 
has announced that it is willing to allow users to discuss the theory and underlying evidence. When the 


tweets triggered an outcry, Apoorva Mandavilli deleted the tweets and, when asked by a Fox reporter for 


SEARCH 
a comment, added “please don’t write” about her controversy. 
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For over a year, mainstream media including the New York Times has declared that the lab theory was “debunked” which was 
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vaccine, censorship, government: Biden told ‘60 
Minutes’ COVID pandemic ‘is over,’ sparking 
liberal backlash, September 19, 2022 


Biden repeatedly asserted that the pandemic was in the nation’s rear-view 
mirror while speaking to CBS’ “60 Minutes” at the Detroit Auto Show last 
week. 


“The pandemic is over,” he said. 


“We still have a problem with COVID. We're still doing a lot of work on it. But 
the pandemic is over.” 


Walking through the Huntington Place convention center, Biden also told 
correspondent Scott Pelley, “If you notice, no one’s wearing masks.” 


“Everybody seems to be in pretty good shape, and so | think it’s changing, 
and I think this is a perfect example of it.” 


Progressive commentators used social media to lash out at the president over 
his remarks, with MSNBC host Medhi Hasan accusing Biden of lying to the 
American public. 


“One of the (many) reasons they’re not wearing masks is because people like 
Biden keep (falsely) telling them the pandemic is over,” Hasan tweeted. 


President Biden declared the COVID-19 pandemic “over” during an interview 
on “60 Minutes” that aired Sunday night.CBS/60 Minutes 


Progressive Democratic Kentucky state Rep. Attica Scott expressed outrage 
that mainstream members of her party “keep playing these games with our 
lives.” 


“You don’t get to just declare a global pandemic over, Mr. @POTUS,” 
Scott wrote. 


Former Democratic Ohio state Sen. Nina Turner, a senior fellow at the 
progressive Institute on Race, Power and Political Economy, also rejected 
Biden’s assertion. 


“The pandemic isn’t over,” Turner said. 


“We are over the pandemic. The pandemic is not over with us. Big 
distinction.” 


Experts also took Biden to task, with Dr. James Hamblin, a lecturer in public 
health policy at Yale University, saying that mask-wearing wasn’t an accurate 
gauge of whether the deadly virus was still spreading. 


“A pandemic isn’t like bootcut jeans where you look around at what people 
are wearing and declare it over,” Hamblin tweeted. 


Dr. Erif Feigl-Ding, an epidemiologist and former Harvard University faculty 
member, responded to Biden with an emphatic, “Heck no.” 


“With all due respect, @JoeBiden — you're wrong. Pandemic is not over. 
Almost 3,000 Americans are dying from #COVID19 every single week,” 
he wrote. 


“A weekly 9/11 is a very big deal. Don’t even get me started on #LongCOVID 
—wreaking havoc on millions more.” 


Feigl-Ding also followed up hours later, tweeting, “I’m still shaking my head at 
what Biden says. If he only knew how much | stuck my head out and sacrificed 
for him in 2020...” 


Dr. Megan Ranney, dean of the Brown University School of Public Health, even 
used one of Biden’s favorite phrases to rebut him. 


“Is the pandemic DIFFERENT? Sure,” she wrote. 


“But over?! With 400 deaths a day?! | call malarkey.” 


Politico reported that Biden’s assertion wasn’t part of his planned remarks and 
caught several of his own health officials by surprise, citing administration 
officials familiar with the matter. 


Biden’s off-the-cuff comments have frequently landed him in hot water during 
his more than 50 years in politics, and he acknowledged being a “gaffe 
machine” while running for the White House in 2018. 


Turley: The COVID Lab Leak Is A Scandal Of 


Media And Government Censorship 


Others in academia quickly joined the bandwagon to assure the public that 
there is no scientific basis for their theory, leaving only racist or politics as the 
motivation behind the theory. In early 2020, with little available evidence, two 
op-eds in The Lancet in February and Nature Medicine went all-in on the denial 
front. 


The Lancet op-ed stated, “We stand together to strongly condemn 
conspiracy theories suggesting that Covid-19 does not have a natural 
origin.” 


In September 2020, Dr. Li-Meng Yan, a virologist and former postdoctoral fellow 
at the University of Hong Kong, dared to repeat the theory on Fox News, 
saying, “I can present solid scientific evidence . . . [that] it is a man- 
made virus created in the lab.” The left-leaning Po/litiFact slammed her and 
gave her a “pant7s on fire rating.” 


All of those experts and writers who were called racists or suspended 
by social media were simply forgotten in media coverage. 


That is why this is really about censorship. 


The media guaranteed that we did not have a full debate over the origins of the 
virus and attacked those who had the temerity to state the obvious that there 
was a plausible basis for suspecting the Wuhan lab. 


None of this has diminished demands for more censorship. Even after Twitter 
admitted that it wrongly blocked The New York Post story before the 2020 
election, Democratic senators responded by warning the company not to cut 
back on censorship and even demanded more censorship. 


Recently, the Twitter Files revealed an extensive and secret FBI effort 
to censor citizens on social media. 


Mexican President Tweets Image Of Mythical Elf 
As Possible Distraction Amid Widespread 
Protests 


Mexican President Andrés Manuel López Obrador (AMLO) tweeted an image on 
Saturday showing what he said was a mythical woodland elf of Mayan folklore. 
The picture might be a distraction after social and political unrest flared up on 
Sunday. Over 500,000 people protested in Mexico City to voice anger over 
AMLO's move to consolidate the electoral authority, according to Reuters. 


"I share two photos of our supervision of the Mayan Train works: one, taken by 
an engineer three days ago, apparently from an Aluxe; another, by Diego Prieto 
of a splendid pre-Hispanic sculpture in Ek Balam," AMLO said. 


The nighttime photo by the engineer shows what appears to be the mythical 
woodland elf. 


The second image the president posted is a sculpture of the Aluxe from Mayan 
times. 


According to traditional Mayan belief, the Aluxe is said to live in dense forests 
and play tricks on people. 


However, this could be the oldest trick in the book. 


LOOK! 


A Distraction! 


That's because half a million people gathered on the streets of Mexico City on 
Sunday to voice concern over Mexico's Congress’ new overhaul of the National 
Electoral Institute that will allegedly weaken Mexican democracy. It's a move 
that some view as a bid for AMLO to stay in power. 


According to National Electoral Institute, AMLO's overhaul will slash thousands of 
jobs safeguarding elections. 


... and what's the best distraction AMLO can conjure up? Well, it isn't balloons or 
UFOs but rather a mythical woodland elf. 


Racial differences in the roman empire 


Gaius Julius Verus Maximus® (217/220 - May 238) was the son of the Roman 
Emperor Maximinus Thrax and his wife, Caecilia Paulina. 


Biographyleait) 


The unreliable Historia Augusta claims that emperor Severus Alexander considered 
marrying his sister Theoclia to Maximus but declined because he believed his sister 
would not enjoy having a Barbarian for a father-in-law. 


Maximinus appointed his son Maximus Caesar around 236, but he held little real power. 
Both were murdered by the Praetorian Guard in May 238, during the Siege of Aquileia in 
the Year of the Six Emperors. 


maximinus vs 5 senatorial emperor elects; ends 
in Maximinus being assassinated by own troops 
during the seige of Aquileia, described by 
wikipedia as a ‘senatorial victory’ 


In 238 (which came to be known as the Year of the Six Emperors), a senatorial revolt 
broke out, leading to the successive proclamation of Gordian |, Gordian 

ll, Pupienus, Balbinus and Gordian Ill as emperors in opposition to Maximinus. 
Maximinus advanced on Rome to put down the revolt, but was halted at Aquileia, where 
he was assassinated by disaffected elements of the Legio II Parthica. 


In 235, following the murder of Emperor Alexander Severus in Moguntiacum 

(modern Mainz), the capital of the Roman province Germania Superior, Maximinus 
Thrax was acclaimed emperor. In the following years, there was a growing opposition 
against Maximinus in the Roman Senate and amongst the majority of the population of 
Rome. In 238, a rebellion broke out in the Africa Province, where Gordian's grandfather 
and uncle, Gordian | and II, were proclaimed joint emperors. This revolt was 
suppressed within a month by Cappellianus, governor of Numidia and a loyal supporter 
of Maximinus Thrax. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordian_III 


The Senate, showing its hostility towards Maximinus by supporting the Gordiani, 
elected Pupienus and Balbinus as joint emperors.™ These senators were not popular 
men, so the Senate decided to raise Marcus Antonius Gordianus to the rank of Caesar. 
ua Maximinus, moving quickly to attack the Senate's newly elected emperors, 
encountered difficulties marching his army through an Alpine winter.£2 Arriving at 
Aquileia and short on supplies, Maximinus besieged the city.“" After four weeks, 
Maximinus’ demoralized army mutinied and the Legio II Parthica murdered him.“ 


The situation for Pupienus and Balbinus, despite Maximinus' death, was doomed from 
the start with popular riots, military discontent and an enormous fire that consumed 
Rome in June 238. The next month, Pupienus and Balbinus were killed by the Praetorian 
Guard and Gordian proclaimed sole emperor.” 
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Due to Gordian's age, the imperial government was surrendered to the 
aristocratic families, who controlled the affairs of Rome through the Senate. 
431 |n 240, Sabinianus revolted in the African province, but he was quickly 
defeated.“ In 241, Gordian was married to Furia Sabinia Tranquillina, 

us| daughter of the newly appointed praetorian prefect, Timesitheus. As chief 
of the Praetorian Guard and father in law of the Emperor, Timesitheus 
quickly became the de facto ruler of the Roman Empire.“ 


During Gordian's reign there were severe earthquakes, so severe that cities 
fell into the ground along with their inhabitants.“4 In response to these 
earthquakes Gordian consulted the Sibylline books.“ 


Year of the Six Emperors 


24 languages 
Article 


View history 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Not to be confused with Year of the Four Emperors or Year of the Five 
Emperors. 


Part of a series on Roman imperial dynasties 
Year of the Six Emperors 


AD 238 
e Maximinus Thrax 


e Gordian I and Gordian II 


e Pupienus and Balbinus, nominally with 
e Gordian III 


e 
ID ict I< 


The six emperors. Top row: Gordian | and Gordian Il. 
Middle row: Pupienus and Balbinus. 


Bottom row: Maximinus Thrax and Gordian Ill. 


The Year of the Six Emperors was the year AD 238, during which six men 
made claims to be emperors of Rome. This was an early symptom of what 
historians now call the Crisis of the Third Century, also known as Military 
Anarchy or the Imperial Crisis (AD 235-284), a period in which the Roman 
Empire nearly collapsed under the combined pressures of 

foreign invasions and migrations into the Roman territory, civil wars, peasant 
rebellions, political instability (with multiple usurpers competing for power), 
Roman reliance on (and growing influence of) foreign mercenaries known 

as foederati and commanders nominally working for Rome (but increasingly 
independent), the devastating social and economic effects of 

the plague, debasement of currency, and economic depression. The crisis 
ended with the ascension of Diocletian and his implementation of reforms in 
284. 


Soldiers of the I| Parthica killed Maximinus in his tent, along with his 

son Maximus (who had been appointed deputy emperor in 236), and 
surrendered to Pupienus at the end of June. Maximinus' and his son's corpses 
were decapitated and their heads carried to Rome. For saving Rome from a 
public enemy, the soldiers were pardoned and sent back to their provinces. 


The co-emperor then returned to Rome, only to find the city in riot. Balbinus 
had not managed to control the situation, and the city had burned in a fire, 
resulting in mutiny. With both emperors present, the situation calmed down, 
but the unease remained. 


Coins from their reign show one of them on one side and two clasped hands 
on the other to show their joint power, yet their relationship was clouded 
with suspicion from the start, with each fearing assassination by the other. 
They were planning an enormous double campaign, Pupienus against 

the Parthians and Balbinus against the Carpians (Grant says against 

the Goths and the Persians, respectively), but they quarrelled frequently and 
could not agree or trust each other. 


It was during one of these heated discussions, in May or on July 29, that 
the Praetorian Guard decided to intervene. They stormed into the room 
containing the emperors, seized them both, stripped them, dragged them 


naked through the streets, tortured and eventually murdered them. On the 
same day, Gordian Ill was proclaimed sole emperor (238-244), though in 
reality his advisors exercised most of his power. Together Pupienus and 
Balbinus had ruled for only 99 days. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_of the Six Emperors 


See alsoOledit] 


e Year of the Four Emperors (AD 69) 
e Year of the Five Emperors (AD 193) 


the inflation before, christianity, gods, 
government, and I guess the Driuds engaged in 
human Sacrifice according ot one of the worlds 
top historians during the 20th century, a person 
who's work is still frequently referenced, even 
today 


The ultimate result of the inflation was that the goyernruentand its employees to a large 
extent abandoned a money economy. (The government, it is true, still exacted many. 
taxes, but met the bulk of its requirements by levies in kindTT*oldiers and officials still 
received money pay, but the more important part of their income 

34 

consisted of issues of foodstuffs and clothing. /By the beginning of the fourth century 
promotion to higher ram was rewarded by double and multiple issues of rations, and 
this practice may very well go back to the third century. These conditions, it may be 
noted, only applied to government employees. In private transac- tions the depreciated 
currency continued in full use 


The taxpayers ought to have gained in proportion as the troops lost, and it may be 
doubted whether the actual bulk of taxation was excessive, .though it wa s levied f rom 
a shrunken population. im- poverished by .rhe. Tes.truc.tion_ of constaht~ w ars* But 
the Burden” 'waslggravated. by its uneven -incidence, -The requisitions wliich in 
“ffect.superseded the regular taxation were a rbitrarily levie d where and when they 
were required, and might prove ruinous to some provinces, while others escaped lightly. 
Furthermore neither soldiers nor officials were content with their meagre incomes. 
Soldiers recouped themselves by plundering. when on campaign, 

| and by extorting free maintenance whenever they travelled about / the country. A 
number of inscriptions record the complaints of villages about the exactions of 
travelling soldiers and officials. It was probably also during this period that officials 
began systemati- cally to exact from the public those fees ( sportulae ) which later 
became a standing institution. 

t On one aspect of the history of the period we are relatively well informed, the great 
persecution of the Christians by Decius in 250-1 and by Valerian in 257-60, of which we 
possess contemporary accounts by Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, and Dionysius, bishop 
of Alexandria. These persecutions mark a new era in the relations of the government 
and the Christian church. Christianity, it is true, had been a banned religion from an 
early date, probably from the reign of Nero. The mere profession of Christianity, the 
nomen , without any aggravating offences, was punishable by death. Chrisdans were, 
however, pardoned if they renounced their faith, and by a ruling of Trajan governors 
were forbidden to take active measures to hunt them down, and were only to try such 
as were denounced by private informers. The result of this policy was that persecutions 
were local and sporadic, due usually to an outburst of popular indignation against the 
sect. 

It would be out of place to discuss the tangled questions raised by the persecutions. The 
Christians were undoubtedly unpopular, basically no doubt because they were an 
unsociable and rather self- righteous sect, whose members kept themselves to 
themselves, and ostentatiously refrained from participating in the social life of their 
town, the games and festivals, and even private entertainments, which in their view 
were all, if not wicked in themselves, sullied by pagan rites. Two specific charges were 
popularly brought against 

THE ANARCHY 3 } 

them. They were accused in the first place of perpetrating horrid orgies of incest and 
infanticide at their secret meetings. The origin of these stories is fairly obvious. The 
Love Feasts could readily be misinterpreted, and the fact that Christians habitually 
called one another brother and sister gave an even more sinister twist to rumours; and 
the Christians on their own admission ate the flesh and drank the blood of a son of man. 
Such fantastic charges, how- ever, would hardly have been so persistently believed, 
unless the Christians had been for other reasons unpopular. 

[The second charge was that the Christians were atheists, which was from the pagan 
point of view true enough, since they ostenta- tiously rejected all the recognised gods, 
and indeed denounced them as evil demonsT] It was naturally felt that this 
contumacious atheism gave offence to the gods, who might and sometimes did visit 
their wrath upon the whole society which tolerated it. Hence divine visitations, such as 
earthquakes, famines and plagues, led to demonstrations against the Christians and 
demands that the government should take action against them. 

The attitude of the government is more difficult to divine. It was in general tolerant of 
the established religious practices of com- munities, though they might seem outlandish 
and degraded, provided that they did not, like Druidism, involve such barbarities as 
human sacrifice. This attitude originated in the belief that the gods of various 
communities were best pleased by their traditional cults, and that the prosperity of the 


empire, in so far as it was dependent on divine goodwill, the pax deorum , was thus best 
served by general toleration. It was maintained, as religious belief waned, by 
indifference and inertia. The Roman government, however, had always viewed with 
suspicion religious propaganda which dis- turbed existing beliefs. The pax deorum might 
be disturbed by such movements and, on a more mundane level, they were often sus- 
pected of immoral tendencies, and thought likely to lead to com- motions and breaches 
of the peace. Such being the general attitude it is not altogether surprising that 
Christianity, which preached an open contempt for the gods, and was suspected of the 
most heinous forms of immorality, was banned outright. It is, however, clear that the 
second century emperors had misgivings about this decision, and endeavoured to 
mitigate its effects, notably by for- bidding their officials to take any active steps against 
Christians on their own initiative. 

There can be little doubt that Decius, on the contrary, made a deliberate attempt to 
stamp out Christianity. The ostensible occasion was a general sacrifice and libation to 
the gods by all the inhabitants of the empire, which might be taken at its face value 
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are known to have been raised, but on the other hand many old 
units had disappeared by the end of the period. All that can be 
affirmed with fair certainty is that the cavalry was greatly streng- 
thened by the formation of new units, vexél/ationes, which ranked 
on a par with the legions, in addition to the old auxiliary alae. 

The taxpayers ought to have gained in proportion as the troops 
lost, and it may be doubted whether the actual bulk of taxation was 
excessive, though it was levied from_a shrunken population, im- 


poverished by the destruction of constant Wärs. But the burden 
‘was aggravated by its uneven-incidence,The requisitions which in 
effect. superseded the regular_taxation were arbitrarily levied where 
and when they were required, and might prove ruinous to some 
provinces, while others escaped lightly. Furthermore neither 
soldiers nor officials were content with their meagre incomes. 
Soldiers recouped themselves by plundering when on campaign, 


jand by extorting free maintenance whenever they travelled about 
| the country. A number of inscriptions record the complaints of 


villages about the exactions of travelling soldiers and officials. It 
was probably also during this period that officials began systemati- 
cally to exact from the public those fees (sportulae) which later 
became a standing institution. 

i On one aspect of the history of the period we are relatively well 
informed, the great persecution of the Christians by Decius in 
250-1 and by Valerian in 257-60, of which we possess contemporary 
accounts by Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, and Dionysius, bishop of 
Alexandria, These persecutions mark a new era in the relations of 
the government ot i the Christian church. Christianity, it is true, 
had been a banned religion from an early date, probably from the 
reign of Nero. The mere profession of Christianity, the nomen, 
without any aggravating offences, was punishable by death. 
Christians were, however, pardoned if they renounced their faith, 
and by a ruling of Trajan governors were forbidden to take active 
measures to hunt them down, and were only to try such as were 
denounced by private informers. The result of this policy was that 
persecutions were local and sporadic, due usually to an outburst of 
popular indignation against the sect. 

It would be out of place to discuss the tangled questions raised 
by the persecutions. The Christians were undoubtedly unpopular, 
basically no doubt because they were an unsociable and rather self- 
righteous sect, whose members kept themselves to themselves, and 
ostentatiously refrained from participating in the social life of their 
town, the games and festivals, and even private entertainments, 
which in their view were all, if not wicked in themselves, sullied by 
pagan rites. Two specific charges were popularly brought against 
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them. They were accused in the first place of perpetrating horrid 
orgies of incest and infanticide at their secret meetings. The origin 
of these stories is fairly obvious. The Love Feasts could readily be 
misinterpreted, and the fact that Christians habitually called one 
another brother and sister gave an even more sinister twist to 
rumours; and the Christians on theit own admission ate the flesh 
and drank the blood of a son of man. Such fantastic charges, how- 
ever, would hardly have been so persistently believed, unless the 

atistians had been for other reasons unpopular. , 

| The second charge was that the Christians were atheists, which 
was from the pagan point of view true enough, since they ostenta- 
tiously rejected all the recognised gods, and indeed denounced them 
as evil demons./ It was naturally felt that this contumacious 
atheism gave offénce to the gods, who might and sometimes did 
visit their wrath upon the whole society which tolerated it. Hence 
divine visitations, such as earthquakes, famines and plagues, led to 
demonstrations against the Christians and demands that the 
government should take action against them. 

The attitude of the government is more difficult to divine. It 
was in general tolerant of the established religious practices of com- 
munities, though they might seem outlandish and degraded, 
provided that they did not, like Druidism, involve such barbarities 
as human sacrifice. This attitude originated in the belief that the 
gods of various communities were best pleased by their traditional 
cults, and that the prosperity of the empire, in so far as it was 
dependent on divine goodwill, the pax deorum, was thus best served 
by general toleration. It was maintained, as religious belief waned, 
by indifference and inertia. The Roman government, however, had 
always viewed with supicion religious a tage which dis- 
turbed existing beliefs. The pax deorum might be disturbed by such 
movements and, on a more mundane level, they were often sus- 
pected of immoral tendencies, and thought likely to lead to com- 
motions and breaches of the peace. Such being the general attitude 
it is not altogether surprising that Christianity, which preached an 
open contempt for the gods, and was suspected of the most 
heinous forms of immorality, was banned outright. It is, however, 
clear that the second century emperors had misgivings about this 
decision, and endeavoured to mitigate its effects, notably by for- 
bidding their officials to take any active steps against Christians on 
their own initiative. 

There can be little doubt that Decius, on the contrary, made a 
deliberate attempt to stamp out Christianity. The ostensible 
occasion was a general sacrifice and libation to the gods by all the 
inhabitants of the empire, which might be taken at its face value 
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The attitude of the government is more difficult to divine. It was in general tolerant of 
the established religious practices of com- munities, though they might seem outlandish 
and degraded, provided that they did not, like Druidism, involve such barbarities as 
human sacrifice. This attitude originated in the belief that the gods of various 
communities were best pleased by their traditional cults, and that the prosperity of the 
empire, in so far as it was dependent on divine goodwill, the pax deorum , was thus best 
served by general toleration. 
https://archive.org/details/JonesLaterRomanEmpire01/page/n23/mode/1up? 
view=theater 


the romans ruled eqypt for 67 1 years 30 BC - 
641 when it was taken over by the islamic 
conquest 


Egypt (Latin: Aegyptus [ae'gyptus]; Koiné Greek: Atyumtoc A/gyptos [é:gyptos]) was a 
subdivision of the Roman Empire from Rome's invasion of the Ptolemaic Egyptian 
Kingdom after the battle of Alexandria in 30 BC to its loss by the Byzantine Empire to 
the Islamic conquests in AD 641. The province encompassed most of modern- 

day Egypt except for the Sinai, and was bordered by the provinces of Crete and 
Cyrenaica to the west and Judea, later Arabia Petraea, to the East. Egypt came to serve 
as a major producer of grain for the empire and had a highly developed urban economy. 
Aegyptus was by far the wealthiest Eastern Roman province,” and by far the 
wealthiest Roman province outside of Italy.“! The population of Roman Egypt is 
unknown, although estimates vary from 4 to 8 million.“ Alexandria, its capital, was the 
largest port and second largest city of the Roman Empire. = 


Within 41 years, the islamic empire conquored most of eastern rome. 


Ī Expansion under Muhammad, 622-632 
Expansion under the Rashidun Caliphate, 632-661 
Expansion under the Umayyad Caliphate, 661-750 


Date 622-750 CE 
Locatio Western Asia, North 
n Africa, Central Asia, South 
Asia, Eastern 
Europe and Southern Europe 
Territor Islamic rule imposed 
ial from Iberia in the west 
changes to India in the east 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early Muslim conquests 


Almost looks identical to the Sassinoid empire 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sasanian Empire 
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A map of the Near East in 565, showing Byzantine Egypt and 


its neighbors. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman Egypt 


The War of Actium221 (32-30 BC) was the last civil war of the Roman Republic, 
fought between Mark Antony (assisted by Cleopatra and by extension Ptolemaic Egypt) 
and Octavian. In 32 BC, Octavian convinced the Roman Senate to declare war on the 
Egyptian queen Cleopatra. Her lover and ally Mark Antony, who was Octavian's rival, 
gave his support for her cause. Forty-percent of the Roman Senate, together with 

both consuls, left Rome to join the war on Antony's side. After a decisive victory for 
Octavian at the Battle of Actium, Cleopatra and Antony withdrew to Alexandria, where 
Octavian besieged the city until both Antony and Cleopatra were forced to commit 
suicide. 


The war involved some of the largest Roman armies ever seen. Both Antony and 
Octavian's legions were experienced veterans of previous civil wars who had fought 
together, many also having once served under Caesar. The two did however raise their 
own legions separately. 


Following the end of the war, Octavian brought peace to the Roman state that had been 
plagued by a century of civil wars. Octavian became the most powerful man in the 


Roman world and the Senate bestowed upon him the honorific of Augustus in 27 BC. 
Octavian, now Augustus, would be the first Roman emperor and would transform the 
Republic into the Roman Empire. 


The last Republican civil war would mark the beginning of the Pax Romana, a period of 
relative internal peace and stability. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of Actium 


the roman secret service: Praetorian Guard 


In 27 BC, after Rome's transition from republic to empire, the first emperor of 

Rome, Augustus, designated the Praetorians as his personal security escort. For three 
centuries, the guards of the Roman emperor were also known for their palace intrigues, 
by which influence upon imperial politics the Praetorians could overthrow an emperor 
and then proclaim his successor as the new caesar of Rome. In AD 312, Constantine the 
Great disbanded the cohortes praetoriae and destroyed their barracks at the Castra 
Praetoria.4 


In the period of the Roman Republic (509-27 BC) the Praetorian Guard originated as 
bodyguards for Roman generals. 


Priesthoods of ancient Rome: The Augur 


An augur was a priest and official in the classical Roman world. His main role was the 
practice of augury, the interpretation of the will of the gods by studying events he 
observed within a predetermined sacred space (temp/um). The temp/um corresponded 
to the heavenly space above. The augur's decisions were based on what he personally 
saw or heard from within the templum; they included thunder, lightning and any 
accidental signs such as falling objects, but in particular, birdsigns; whether the birds he 
saw flew in groups or alone, what noises they made as they flew, the direction of flight, 
what kind of birds they were, how many there were, or how they fed. This practice was 
known as "taking the auspices". As circumstance did not always favour the convenient 
appearance of wild birds or weather phenomena, domesticated chickens kept for the 
purpose were sometimes released into the templum, where their behaviour, particularly 
how they fed, could be studied by the augur." 


The augural ceremony and function of the augur was central to any major undertaking 
in Roman society - public or private - including matters of war, commerce, and religion. 
Augurs sought the divine will regarding any proposed course of action which might 
affect Rome's pax, fortuna, and salus (peace, good fortune, and well-being). 


Kingdom of Rome{edit] 


The Roman historian Livy stressed the importance of the augurs: "Who does not know 
that this city was founded only after taking the auspices, that everything in war and in 
peace, at home and abroad, was done only after taking the auspices?" 


In the Regal period, which ended 509 BC, tradition holds that there were three augurs at 
a time; they numbered nine by the third century BC; Sulla increased their number to 
fifteen. By the Principate, their numbers swelled even further to an estimated 

25 members. 


Roman Republic[edit] 


During the Republic, priesthoods were prized as greatly as the consulship, 

the censorship, and the triumph. Membership gave the lifelong right to participate 
prominently in processions at /ud/ and in public banquets; augurs proudly displayed the 
symbol of the office, the /ituus.™ 


Roman augurs were part of a college (Latin co//egium) of priests who shared the duties 
and responsibilities of the position. At the foundation of the Republic in 510 BC, 

the patricians held sole claim to this office; by 300 BC, the office was open 

to plebeian occupation as well. Senior members of the collegium put forth nominations 
for any vacancies, and members voted on whom to co-opt. 


According to Cicero, the auctoritas of ius augurum included the right to adjourn and 
overturn the process of law: Consular election could be - and was - rendered invalid by 
inaugural error. For Cicero, this made the augur the most powerful authority in the 
Republic. Cicero himself was co-opted into the college only late in his career.” 


In the later Republic, augury was supervised by the college of pontifices, a priestly- 
magistral office whose powers were increasingly woven into the cursus honorum. The 
office of pontifex maximus eventually became a de facto consular prerogative.® 


Roman Empire{edit] 


The effectiveness of augury could only be judged retrospectively; the divinely ordained 
condition of peace (pax deorum) was an outcome of successful augury. Those whose 
actions had led to divine wrath (ira deorum) could not have possessed a true right of 
augury (/us augurum). Of all the protagonists in the Civil War, only Octavian could 
have possessed it, because he alone had restored the pax deorum to the Roman 
people. Lucan, writing during the Principate, described the recent Civil War as 
"unnatural" - a mirror to supernatural disturbances in the greater cosmos. His imagery 
is apt to the traditional principles of augury and its broader interpretation by Stoic 
apologists of the Imperial cult.22 In the Stoic cosmology the pax deorum is the 
expression of natural order in human affairs.“4 


When his colleague Lepidus died, Augustus assumed his office as pontifex maximus, 
took priestly control over the State oracles (including the Sibylline books), and used his 
powers as censor to suppress the circulation of "unapproved" oracles.“ 


Despite their lack of political influence under the Empire, the augurate, as with its 
fellow quattuor amplissima collegia, continued to confer prestige on its members. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augur 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augur 


a sacred area around the city of rome: The 


pomerium 
Tradition maintained that the pomerium was the original line ploughed 
by Romulus around the walls of the original city, and that it was inaugurated by Servius 


Tullius. The legendary date of its demarcation, 21 April, continued to be celebrated as 
the anniversary of the city's founding.“ 


The pomerium or pomoerium was a religious boundary around the city of Rome and 
cities controlled by Rome. In legal terms, Rome existed only within its pomerium; 
everything beyond it was simply territory (ager) belonging to Rome. 


The pomerium was not a walled area, but rather a legally and religiously defined one 
marked by cippi. It encompassed neither the entire metropolitan area nor even all the 
Seven Hills (the Palatine Hill was within the pomerium, but 

the Capitoline and Aventine Hills were not). The Curia Hostilia and the well of 

the Comitium in the Forum Romanum, two extremely important locations in the 
government of the city-state and its empire, were located within the pomerium. 

The Temple of Bellona was beyond the pomerium. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pomerium 

Lucius Cassius Dio, whose favourite place was 
his hometown Nicaea, a member of the gens 
Cassia Class and once a senator under 
Commodus, wrote a massive piece of ROman 
history over a period of 22 years. Known as a 
Roman History, it included 80 volumes and 
emcopassed 1400 years of roman history, 
covering up to the time of Romulous until 229 
AD 


Lucius Cassius Dio“! was the son of Cassius Apronianus, a Roman senator and member 
of the gens Cassia, who was born and raised at Nicaea in Bithynia. Byzantine tradition 
maintains that Dio's mother was the daughter or sister of the Greek orator and 
philosopher, Dio Chrysostom; however, this relationship has been disputed. Although 
Dio was a Roman citizen, he wrote in Greek. Dio always maintained a love for his 
hometown of Nicaea, calling it "my home", as opposed to his description of his villa 

in Capua, Italy ("the place where | spend my time whenever | am in Italy"). Potter, David 
(2014). The Roman Empire at Bay, AD 180-395. Taylor & Francis. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cassius Dio 


early bureaucrats of late antiquity: Peter the 
Patrician, a lawyer and abassador of his time 


Peter the Patrician (Latin: Petrus Patricius, Greek: N€tpoc ò Natpiktoc, Petros ho 
Patrikios; c. 500-565) was a senior Byzantine official, diplomat, and historian. A well- 


educated and successful lawyer, he was repeatedly sent as envoy to Ostrogothic Italy in 
the prelude to the Gothic War of 535-554. 


he was appointed to the post of magister officiorum, head of the imperial secretariat, 
which he held for an unparalleled 26 years. In this capacity, he was one of the leading 
ministers of Emperor Justinian | (r. 527-565), playing an important role in the Byzantine 
emperor's religious policies and the relations with Sassanid Persia; most notably he led 
the negotiations for the peace agreement of 562 that ended the 20-year-long Lazic War. 
1 His historical writings survive only in fragments, but provide unique source material 
on early Byzantine ceremonies and diplomatic issues between Byzantium and the 
Sassanids. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_the Patrician 


Father of monasticism for christianity, Anthony 
the Great (251-356) 


The fame of Anthony spread and reached Emperor Constantine, who wrote to him 
requesting his prayers. The brethren were pleased with the Emperor's letter, but 
Anthony was not overawed and wrote back exhorting the Emperor and his sons not to 
esteem this world but remember the next.24 


Most of what is known about Anthony comes from the Life of Anthony. Written in Greek 
around 360 by Athanasius of Alexandria, it depicts Anthony as an illiterate and holy man 
who through his existence in a primordial landscape has an absolute connection to the 
divine truth, which always is in harmony with that of Athanasius as the biographer.” 


A continuation of the genre of secular Greek biography,” it became his most widely 
read work. Sometime before 374 it was translated into Latin by Evagrius of Antioch. 
The Latin translation helped the Life become one of the best-known works of literature 
in the Christian world, a status it would hold through the Middle Ages." 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony the Great 


Pachomius the Great 292 AD -- 348 


Pachomius was born in 292 in The Thebaid (near modern-day Luxor, Egypt) to pagan 
parents.“ According to his hagiography, at age 21, Pachomius was swept up against his 
will in a Roman army recruitment drive, a common occurrence during this period of 
turmoil and civil war. With several other youths, he was put onto a ship that floated 
down the Nile and arrived at Thebes in the evening.®! Here he first encountered local 
Christians, who customarily brought food and comfort daily to the conscripted troops. 
This made a lasting impression, and Pachomius vowed to investigate Christianity further 
when he got out. He was able to leave the army without ever having to fight, was 
converted and baptized (314). 


Pachomius then came into contact with several well known ascetics and decided to 
pursue that path under the guidance of the hermit named Palaemon (317). One of his 
devotions, popular at the time, was praying with his arms stretched out in the form of a 
cross. After studying seven years with Palaemon, Pachomius set out to lead the life of 
a hermit near St. Anthony of Egypt, whose practices he imitated until Pachomius heard 
a voice in Tabennisi that told him to build a dwelling for the hermits to come to. An 
earlier ascetic named Macarius had created a number of proto-monasteries called lavra, 
or cells, where holy men who were physically or mentally unable to achieve the rigors of 
Anthony's solitary life would live in a community setting. 


Pachomius established his first monastery between 318 and 323 at Tabennisi, Egypt. 

m His elder brother John joined him, and soon more than 100 monks lived nearby. 
Pachomius set about organizing these cells into a formal organization. Until then, 
Christian asceticism had been solitary or eremitic with male or female monastics living 
in individual huts or caves and meeting only for occasional worship services. Pachomius 
created the community or cenobitic organization, in which male or female monastics 
lived together and held their property in common under the leadership of 

an abbot or abbess. Pachomius realized that some men, acquainted only with the 
eremitical life, might speedily become disgusted if the distracting cares of the 
cenobitical life were thrust too abruptly upon them. He therefore allowed them to 
devote their whole time to spiritual exercises, undertaking all the community's 
administrative tasks himself. The community hailed Pachomius as "Abba" ("father" in 
Aramaic), from which "Abbot" derives. The monastery at Tabennisi, though enlarged 
several times, soon became too small and a second was founded at Pabau (Faou). 

& After 336, Pachomius spent most of his time at Pabau. Though Pachomius sometimes 
acted as lector for nearby shepherds, neither he nor any of his monks became 

priests. St. Athanasius visited and wished to ordain him in 333, but Pachomius fled from 
him. Athanasius’ visit was probably a result of Pachomius' zealous defence of orthodoxy 
against Arianism. Basil of Caesarea visited, then took many of Pachomius' ideas, which 
he adapted and implemented in Caesarea. This ascetic rule, or Ascetica, is still used 
today by the Eastern Orthodox Church, comparable to that of the Rule of St. Benedict in 
the West. 


The Development of Paganism in the Roman 
Empire 
https://archive.org/details/ 


TheDevelopmentOfPaganismInTheRomanEmpire 
_837/CAH 12 12/ 


AHM Jones' "The Later Roman Empire", is 
considered "itself almost a primary source.", and 
still frequently referenced today. He was highly 


acclaimed during his time, and was known to 
have an "encyclopedic memory". 


Among English-speaking Romanists, the Later Roman 
Empire can denote not just a period and a geographical 
area, but also a book, A.H.M. Jones’s The Later Roman 
Empire 284-602: A Social, Economic, and Administrative 
Survey (Oxford: Blackwell, 1964). Jones’s great work 
(conventionally LRE) remains a fundamental tool for 
scholars of the later empire. There are several reasons for 
this: the most obvious is that it reflects Jones’ astonishingly 
broad reading and prodigious memory of the primary 
sources. Jones aspired to have read everything surviving 
from his period, although he soon drew the line at various 
categories of text, notably sermons. His confidence in his 
accuracy was such that he submitted the two volumes of text 
to the press before the third volume of notes was ready. On 
virtually any aspect of social or political organisation, 

the LRE can usually be relied upon to present the ancient 
textual evidence in accurate and comprehensive detail: it is 


itself almost a primary source. 


"Jones was reportedly an extremely fast reader with an encyclopedic memory. His 
disdain for "small talk" sometimes made him seem remote and cold to those who did 
not know him well, but he was warmly regarded by his students. He was sometimes 
criticized for not fully acknowledging the work of other scholars in his own footnotes, a 
habit he was aware of and apologized for in the preface to his first book." 


ahm: "I ignore the two major intellectual 
achieve- ments of the age, theology and law, but 
discuss the organisation and finances of the 
church, the administration of justice, and the 
social status of the clergy and of lawyers." 
https://archive.org/details/JonesLaterRomanEmpire01/page/n1/mode/lup?view=theater 


MORE INCREDIBLE STUFF FROM AHM: (The 
object of the depreciation of the coins was jpf 
cours e to enable the government to issue more 


denarii from the same amount 

of silver. The mints during this period were increased in number and'enlarged in size, 
and were kept very busy issuing floods of bad coins. The resulting inflation of the 
currency was further enhanced, and more rapidly, by the manoeuvres described above, 
whereby the nominal value of the coins was arbitrarily raised. The result was a qsteep 
rise in prices. The intermediate stages cannot be traced, but it is known t hat the price 
of a modius of wheat, which in the second century in normal conditions cost half a 
denarius or little more, was in 301 fixed at 100 denarii; and Diocletian’s prices were 
certainly below current levels. Wheat is a fairly good index of the general level of prices, 
ancLsuch few other prices as we possess show com- parable increases, /ir would seem 
then that the real value of the denarius sank during the third centurv to about 0.5 per 
cent, of what it had been before the inflation. 18 J 


keyword finance, page 28: the inflation and the 


importance of the mints to the roman empire 

The coins show that the depreciation of the currency gained momentum, and reached 
its climax under Gallienus, whose Antoniniani are not only short weight and vilely 
minted, but have become virtually copper coins, containing less than 5 per cent, of 
silver. Aurelian carried through some kind of reform, calling in the mixture of issues, bad 
and less bad, which were current, and substituting for them two uniform series of fairly 
respectable silver- plated copper coins, the larger marked XX.I or XXI or XX (in Greek 
KA), and the smaller VSV. 

The object of the depreciation of the coins was jpf cours e to 

enable the government to issue more denarii from the same amount 


of silver. The mints during this period were increased in number and'enlarged in size, 
and were kept very busy issuing floods of bad coins. The resulting inflation of the 
currency was further enhanced, and more rapidly, by the manoeuvres described above, 
whereby the nominal value of the coins was arbitrarily raised. The result was a qsteep 
rise in prices. The intermediate stages cannot be traced, but it is known t hat the price 
of a modius of wheat, which in the second century in normal conditions cost half a 
denarius or little more, was in 301 fixed at 100 denarii; and Diocletian’s prices were 
certainly below current levels. Wheat is a fairly good index of the general level of prices, 
ancLsuch few other prices as we possess show com- parable increases, /ir would seem 
then that the real value of the denarius sank during the third centurv to about 0.5 per 
cent, of what it had been before the inflation. The mints during this period were 


increased in number and'enlarged in size, and were kept very busy issuing floods of bad 
coins. The resulting inflation of the currency was further enhanced, and more rapidly, by 
the manoeuvres described above, whereby the nominal value of the coins was 
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be traced, but it is known t hat the price of a modius of wheat, which in the second 
century in normal conditions cost half a denarius or little more, was in 301 fixed at 100 
denarii; and Diocletian’s prices were certainly below current levels. Wheat is a fairly 
good index of the general level of prices, ancLsuch few other prices as we possess show 
com- parable increases, /ir would seem then that the real value of the denarius sank 
during the third centurv to about 0.5 per cent, of what it had been before the inflation. 
18 J The depreciation of the denarius naturally killed the old copper coinage, which the 
imperial government and many eastern cities had issued as small change. When the 
denarius itself became virtually a copper coin, it was no longer economic to issue true 
copper coins with a lower nominal value, and both the imperial and civic issues cease 
with Gallienus. The depreciation of the denarius also upset the long standing stable 
relation between the gold and silver currency, and virtually destroyed the former. Since 
the reign of Augustus twenty-five denarii had gone to one aureus , and since the time of 
Nero, who had slightly reduced the weight of both coins, the aureus had been struck at 
45 to the pound. Caracalla slightly reduced it, striking at fifty to the pound, but made no 
attempt to adjust its relation to the already heavily depreciated denarius; we know on 
the unimpeachable testimony of Cassius Dio that, officially at any rate, twenty-five 
denarii still went to the aureus. The reasons for this curious policy are unknown. It may 
be that the imperial government hoped, by pegging the debased denarius to a sound 
aureus , to maintain the value of the form er It is perhaps more probable that no policy 
was involved at all. [The troops were paid in denarii, and the government had therefore 
a pressing need for more denarii to cover pay increases,; it accordingly reduced their 
silver content in order to mint more.f There was no such regular and pressing need for 
auret , and it therefore did not debase them. The old relation between the two coins 
remained unaltered because the consequences were not foreseen. 

The. result must. have been that a. black market in aurei grew up, 

where they could be sold for more than their theoretical value of twenty-five denarii: 
this state of affairs is implied by a document of the reign of Elagabalus, which shows 
that it was a privilege for an officer to draw his salary in gold coins. 


No taxpayer was going 
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to pay his taxes in gold, if the treasury would accept his aurei as being worth only 
twenty-five denarii each, when he could pay in debased denarii. Aurei went into hoards 
or were melted down. Gold issues did not actually cease altogether, but they became 
rare and sporadic, and the coins were moreover minted at very varied weights. It is 
probable that they were issued only for donatives (for which it was customary to use 
gold, as the sums involved were large), and that the coins were not intended to bear 
any fixed relation to the standard denarius currency, but were in effect pieces of bullion, 
which could be sold at current rates. The gold for these issues was obtained by 
concurrent levies of aurum coronanum from the cities. It was a very ancient practice 
that on joyful occasions, such as the accession or jubilee of an emperor, the cities of the 
empire should offer him gold crowns, and these levies of bullion had long been de facto 
compulsory. Cassius Dio complains that Caracalla multiplied the occasions on which 
crowns had to be offered by proclaiming fictitious victories, and the rapid succession of 
emperors in the third century must have made levies very frequent . 20 


The economic results of the inflation can only be conjectured 
https://archive.org/details/JonesLaterRomanEmpire01/page/n19/mode/1lup? 
view=theater&gq=FINANCE 


government programs to reclaim lost territory in 
the form of reduced or eliminated tribute 
payments offered to title holders who attempted 
to recultivate what could only be considered at 
the time as failed government expansion 
plrojects. 


Racked as it was by constant civil w ars, ..the empire, was the less abde foTesT~ and 
unluckily its enemies, ...were at 

this tim e particula rly active. On the eastern frontier the Parthians hadToffered no 
serious threat, but d uring the reign of Alexander 
Scverusa_.revolutiontock..plac£,7rii3Ah.e..Persiandynasty..of.the Sassanids established 
itself. The Sassanids were much more efficient rulers than the Arsacids, and moreover 
revived the national pride of the Persian people, restoring the old faith of 
Zoroastrianism and recalling the glories of the Achaemenids. The new dynasty nursed 
irredentist ambitions of recovering all the territories which the ancient Persian kings had 
ruled, Syria, Egypt and Asia Minor, and the Ro man empire was henceforth continually 
menaced by an aggressive eastern neighbour, who on several 'dccasions“dufrng This 
petiodThvadeci Mesopotamia and Syria. On the Danube old enemies like the 
Marcomanni and the Quadi were reinforced by immigrant German tribes, like the Goths 
and the Vandals, who not only repeatedly ravaged Illyticum and Thrace and even 
Greece and Italy but taking to the sea, carried their devastations into Asia Minor.! (On 
the Rhine new confederations of tribes, the Franks and the Alamans, appeared and 
invaded Gaul, and even penetrated into Spain. In the growing weakness of the empire 
unruly peoples long under control, like the Berber tribes of Africa or the Isaurian 
highlanders of Asia Minor, broke loose again and raided their settled neighbours* 

/The destruction caused by the continued civil wars and barbarian invasions must have 
been immense.] Cities were sacked and burned, crops destroyed, cattle driven off, and 
the population carried away into slavery by the barbarian raiders. The Ro man armies 
were almost as destructive; they too sacked cities and requisitioned crops and cattle for 
food and transport, jin the track of a Roman army, as of a barbarian horde, the 
population must often have starved, and it is not surprising that in the circumstances 
the plague, which had first invaded the empire under Marcus Aurelius, continued 
periodically to ravage the provinces.! It is very 

likely that the population sank substantially, Depopulation seems to have begun- as- 
eatly as the jreign.of Marcus, who settled thousands of Marcomannic prisoners in Italy. 
By the death of Commodus so 

much land in Italy and the provinces had gone out of cultivation 

as to disturb Pertinax, who offered a secure title and ten years immunity from tribute to 
anyone who would bring /deserted estates— even imperial property— into cultivation 
again. (There is some evidence that the conditions of the third century aggravated 
these problems} Several emperors, notably Probus, are recorded to have settled/large 
groups of barbarian prisoners on the land; and Aurelian, in order to protect the revenue, 
ordered thatimeach— city the council should be corporately responsible for the tribute 
due on the deserted lands in its territory. 17 

The coins show that the depreciation of the currency gained momentum, and reached 
its climax under Gallienus, whose Antoniniani are not only short weight and vilely 


minted, but have become virtually copper coins, containing less than 5 per cent, of 
Silver. 

https://archive.org/details/JonesLaterRomanEmpire01/page/n19/mode/1lup? 
view=theater&q=FINANCE 


debt bondage and the roman class system: the 
plabians and patricians according ot cicero. The 
plebians fight for civil rights, create tribunals.. 


Conflict of the orders[edit] 
Main article: Conflict of the Orders 


The Conflict of the Orders (Latin: ordo meaning "social rank") refers to a struggle by 
plebeians for full political rights from the patricians. According to Roman tradition, 
shortly after the establishment of the Republic, plebeians objected to their exclusion 
from power and exploitation by the patricians. The plebeians were able to achieve their 
political goals by a series of secessions from the city: "a combination of mutiny and a 
strike", n% 


Ancient Roman tradition claimed that the Conflict led to laws being published, written 
down, and given open access starting in 494 BC with the law of the Twelve Tables, 
which also introduced the concept of equality before the law, often referred to in Latin 
as /ibertas", which became foundational to republican politics.” This succession also 
forced the creation of plebeian tribunes with authority to defend plebeian interests. 

1 Following this, there was a period of consular tribunes who shared power between 
plebeians and patricians in various years, but the consular tribunes apparently were not 
endowed with religious authority." In 445 BC, the /ex Canul/e/a permitted intermarriage 
among plebeians and patricians.22 


There was a radical reform in 367-6 BC, which abolished consular tribunes and "laid the 
foundation for a system of government led by two consuls, shared between patricians 
and plebeians"““ over the religious objections of patricians, requiring at least one of the 
consuls to be a plebeian.” And after 342 BC, plebeians regularly attained the 
consulship.“ Debt bondage was abolished in 326, freeing plebeians from the possibility 
of slavery by patrician creditors.“4 By 287, with the passage of the /ex Hortensia, 
plebiscites - or laws passed by the concilium plebis - were made binding on the whole 
Roman people.“ 


Europe(edit] 
Classical antiquity[edit] 


Debt bondage was "quite normal" in classical antiquity." The poor or those who had 
fallen irredeemably in debt might place themselves into bondage "voluntarily"—or more 
precisely, might be compelled by circumstances to choose debt bondage as a way to 
anticipate and avoid worse terms that their creditors might impose on them. In 

the Greco-Roman world, debt bondage was a distinct legal category into which a 

free person might fall, in theory temporarily, distinguished from the pervasive practice 
of slavery, which included enslavement as a result of defaulting on debt. Many forms of 
debt bondage existed in both ancient Greece and ancient Rome.” 


Ancient Greece] edit] 


Debt bondage was widespread in ancient Greece. The only city-state known to have 
abolished it is Athens, as early as the Archaic period under the debt reform legislation 
of Solon.?” Both enslavement for debt and debt bondage were practiced in Ptolemaic 
Egypt. By the Hellenistic period, the limited evidence indicates that debt bondage had 
replaced outright enslavement for debt.22 


The most onerous debt bondage was various forms of paramoneé, "indentured labor." As 
a matter of law, a person subjected to paramoné was categorically free, and not a slave, 
but in practice his freedom was severely constrained by his servitude.” Solon's reforms 
occurred in the context of democratic politics at Athens that required clearer 
distinctions between "free" and "slave"; as a perverse consequence, chattel 

slavery increased. 


The selling of one's own child into slavery is likely in most cases to have resulted 

from extreme poverty or debt, but strictly speaking is a form of chattel slavery, not debt 
bondage. The exact legal circumstances in Greece, however, are far more poorly 
documented than in ancient Rome.!22! 


Ancient Rome|[edit] 
Main article: Nexum 


Nexum was a debt bondage contract in the early Roman Republic. Within the Roman 
legal system, it was a form of mancipatio. Though the terms of the contract would vary, 
essentially a free man pledged himself as a bond slave (nexus) as surety for a loan. He 
might also hand over his son as collateral. Although the bondsman might be subjected 
to humiliation and abuse, as a legal citizen he was supposed to be exempt 

from corporal punishment. Nexum was abolished by the Lex Poetelia Papiria in 326 BC, 
in part to prevent abuses to the physical integrity of citizens who had fallen into debt 
bondage.2! 


Roman historians illuminated the abolition of nexum with a traditional story that varied 
in its particulars; basically, a nexus who was a handsome but upstanding youth suffered 
sexual harassment by the holder of the debt. In one version, the youth had gone into 
debt to pay for his father's funeral; in others, he had been handed over by his father. In 
all versions, he is presented as a model of virtue. Historical or not, the cautionary tale 
highlighted the incongruities of subjecting one free citizen to another's use, and the 
legal response was aimed at establishing the citizen's right to liberty (libertas), as 
distinguished from the slave or social outcast.22 


Cicero considered the abolition of nexum primarily a political maneuver to appease the 
common people (p/ebs): the law was passed during the Conflict of the Orders, when 
plebeians were struggling to establish their rights in relation to the hereditary privileges 
of the patricians. Although nexum was abolished as a way to secure a loan, debt 
bondage might still result after a debtor defaulted. 


European Middle Ages[edit] 


While serfdom under feudalism was the predominant political and economic system 
in Europe in the High Middle Ages, persisting in the Austrian Empire till 1848 and 

the Russian Empire until 1861 (details), 831 debt bondage (and slavery) provided other 
forms of unfree labour. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plebeians 
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important people at important intervals: Publius 
Quinctilius Varus, first "officially appointed" 
governor of the newly created roman province of 
Germania in 7 AD. Prior to this, it is said he was 
a main aggrevator of Jewish hatred towards the 
empire. This was due to his recorded 1000's of 
crucifixions of the people of . 


Publius Quinctilius Varus (Cremona, 46 BC - Teutoburg Forest, AD 9) was a Roman 
general and politician under the first Roman emperor Augustus. Varus is generally 
remembered for having lost three Roman legions when ambushed by Germanic 
tribes led by Arminius in the Battle of the Teutoburg Forest, whereupon he killed 
himself. 


In 8-7 BC, Varus governed the province of Africa." Later he went to govern Syria from 
7-6 BC until 4 BC with four legions under his command, where he was known for his 
harsh rule and high taxes. The Jewish historian Josephus mentions the swift action of 
Varus against a messianic revolt in Judaea after the death of the Roman client 

king, Herod the Great, in 4 BC. After occupying Jerusalem, he crucified 2000 Jewish 
rebels and may have thus been one of the prime objects of popular anti-Roman 
sentiment in Judaea (Josephus, who made every effort to reconcile the Jewish people to 
Roman rule, felt it necessary to point out how lenient this judicial massacre had been). 
Indeed, at precisely this moment the Jews, nearly en masse, began a full-scale boycott 
of Roman pottery (red slip ware).“4 Thus, the archaeological record seems to verify 
mass popular protest against Rome because of Varus' cruelty. 


Following the massacre in Judaea, Varus returned to Antioch."*42 Between 10 BC and 6 
AD Tiberius, his brother Drusus, Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus, 

and Germanicus conducted long campaigns in Germania, the area north of the 

Upper Danube and east of the Rhine, in an attempt at achieving a further major 
expansion of the Roman Empire together with a shortening of its frontier line. They 
subdued several Germanic tribes, such as the Cherusci. In 6 AD, Tiberius declared 
Germania pacified, and Varus was appointed to govern it. Tiberius, who would later rule 
as emperor, left the region to suppress the Great Illyrian Revolt. Augustus made Publius 
Quinctilius Varus the first "officially appointed" governor of the newly created Roman 
province of Germania in 7 AD. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Publius Quinctilius Varus 


according ahm, Maximin order to persecute 
christians was not followed enthusiastically by 
the masses, and he says that it might have been 
due to the previous 40 years of christian 
tolerance that . The people had officially 
accepted the christians into their homes at that 


point. 

74 DIOCLETIAN 

support. We hear of no public demonstrations against the Chris- tians during this period 
and no popular demands for their punish- ment; the official petitions of Nicomedia and 
other cities were clearly stimulated by Maximin himself. 

Some governors, such as Florus of Numidia, are branded by the Christian sources as 
ruthless persecutors, but the majority seem to have been content to do their strict duty. 
Anullinus, pro- consul of Africa, who figures prominently in the acts of the martyrs, is 
revealed by one story to have been far from enthusiastic. Information was lodged that 
die books which he had seized and burnt in the church of Carthage were not really the 
Scriptures, but heretical texts; Anullinus refused to take any action against the bishop, 
Mensurius — the Scriptures had been officially burnt, and that was enough. At a lower 
level the city magistrates were equally accommodating: at Tigisis in Numidia they 
pressed the bishop, Secundus, to give them any literature to burn, so that they could 
say that they had obeyed the edict. In the East officials were willing (for a consideration) 
to register as having sacrificed any Christians who were reluctant to do so but wished to 
avoid the penalties. Even more obligingly they would arrange bogus tortures for clerics 
who, having sacrificed once, wished to rehabilitate themselves as con- fessors. The 
public, it would seem, had got used to Christians and their peculiar ways — mwhich 
were gradually becoming less peculiar — during the forty years of toleration, and now 
had little perse- cuting zeal. 72 
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The severity of the persecution differed very greatly in the various parts of the empire. 
There was no persecution in Gaul or Britain, and in Italy, Africa and Spain it lasted for 
little more than a year, and moreover, since only the first edict seems to have been 
promulgated, affected mainly the clergy, including readers, who had to surrender the 
Scriptures and church property; the laity were only involved if they attended illicit 
services. There seems to have been very little resistance except in Africa, where Chris- 
tianity had, spread to the peasantry, who were fanatically devoted to their new faith, 
and were of tougher stuff than the townspeople. The records show that large numbers 
of the clergy tamely sur- rendered the Scriptures, others went into hiding, and many 
compromised by surrendering secular books, heretical works, or worn-out copies of the 
Scriptures. But a considerable number openly defied the government, and some of 
them were executed. 73 

In the East the test was much more severe, lasting eight years in the European 
provinces and ten in the Asiatic. Here again there seems to have been no mass 
resistance except in Egypt, where Christianity had spread to a peasant population which 
was notorious for its fanaticism and stubborn defiance of authority; ‘amongst them’, as 
Ammianus remarks, ‘a man blushes if he cannot show many scars on his body, earned 
by refusing his taxes’. How many were executed is unknown, but very large numbers 
must have been condemned to the mines and quarries; those of Egypt did not suffice to 
hold them, for Eusebius records that two batches, of 97 and 130 respectively, were 
transferred to the copper mines of southern Palestine, and even farther afield to Cilicia. 
We possess accurate statistics for one province only, Palestine, where Eusebius kept a 
careful count. Here during the whole course of the persecu- tion thirty-seven persons 
were executed, apart from eight Egyp- tians, who were caught carrying comforts to 
their fellow country- men in the mines, and forty-three convicts, also probably Egyptians 
for the most part. There is no reason to think that Palestine had a smaller Christian 
population than most provinces, or that its percentage of martyrs was lower. 74 

The actual number of executions, therefore, would seem to have been low in the East, 
except perhaps in Egypt, despite the length of the persecution. This is, of course, no 
measure of the suffering inflicted. Many more were maimed and sent to the mines, and 
many underwent flogging and torture. The government was not out to kill Christians, 
but to make them conform, and it was only as a last resort that the death penalty was 
inflicted. In a very high proportion of the recorded cases, indeed, it appears that the 
martyrs brought their fate upon themselves by deliberate acts of contumacy. In 
Palestine, for instance, the first martyr, Procopius, provoked the governor by reciting 
the Elomeric verse, ‘A multitude of lords is not good : let there be one lord, one king’, an 
obviously seditious reflection on the tetrarchy; six others presented them- selves before 
the governor with hands bound, shouting that they were Christians; and four interrupted 
the governor at a public sacrifice. 75 

The mild scale of penances laid down by Peter, bishop of Alexandria, and by the council 
of Ancyra, suggests that very large numbers of Christians lapsed, or had resort to more 
or less dubious compromises, such as getting a pagan friend — or, less creditably, 
compelling a Christian slave — to impersonate them. Many, in- cluding Eusebius 
himself, succeeded in lying low, without either compromising themselves or suffering 
arrest. As with the Decian and Valerianic persecutions the general effect was to 
strengthen the Church. Its morale was enhanced by the valour of the martyrs and 
confessors, and as the lapsed hastened to be readmitted when the storm had passed, 
its numbers were not reduced. The only permanent damage done to the Church was the 
formation of two 


DIOCLETIAN 
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dissident sects, the Donatists in Africa and the Melitians in Egypt. In these areas, where 
resistance had been strong, mainly amongst the lower classes, there was bitter feeling 
against those who had compromised or lapsed, and large numbers of rigorists refused 
to readmit them or to submit to clergy whose record they regarded as suspect. Of these 
rigorist sects die Melitians certainly, and the Donatists probably, survived the Arab 
conquest. 76 


They were, however, premature in their rejoicings, for before six months were out 
Maximin, who had evidently accepted Galerius’ edict of toleration with reluctance, was 
reopening hostilities. This time the campaign was more subtle. In the autumn of 311 the 
authorities of Nicomedia, the imperial residence, petitioned the emperor that no 
Christian might be allowed to live in their territory. Maximin graciously acceded to their 
request, and other cities fol- lowed suit, including Antioch and Tyre. Soon whole 
provinces were making similar petitions ; we possess a copy of that drawn up by the 
provincial council of Lycia and Pamphylia. Maximin also waged a vigorous propaganda 
campaign against Christianity, posting up in public places the spurious Acts of Pilate, 
and in- structing that they be taught in all schools, and publishing the confessions of 
formerly Christian women that they had taken part in incestuous orgies. He furthermore 
endeavoured to revivify paganism by appointing a high priest for each city to supervise 
the other priests and see that sacrifices were daily offered to the gods, and in each 
province a superior high priest to supervise those of the cities. These official priests had 
authority to ban Christian worship, public or private, and to arrest Christians and hand 
them over to the provincial governor if they refused to sacrifice. Maximin at first 
enforced these measures by hard labour in the mines, but later re- introduced the death 
penalty. This persecution was relaxed by an edict issued in the winter of 312-13, and 
finally called off in the spring of 313, immediately before Maximin’s defeat and death. 7 


There is no reason to doubt that the motive of the persecution was, as Galerius and 
Maximin state in several edicts, religious. Both these two emperors, who were the prime 
movers of the policy, were by all accounts convinced and fanatical pagans, and no 
doubt sincerely wished to restore the traditional worship of the gods in accordance with 
‘the ancient laws and public discipline of the Romans’. 


The Later Roman Empire 284-602, a Social 
Economic and Administrative Survey, by A. H. 
M. Jones (Oxford, 1964), 


https://archive.org/details/ 
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tax reform 

The virtue of the new system lay in its simplicity. [It provided a ready means of 
assessing the incidence of the diverse levies which the government required to raise, in 


wheat, barley, meat, wine, oil, clothing, horses, camels, mules, oxen, recruits, labourers 
and what not. ((Each taxpayer was assessed at so many iuga and so many capimpx. he 


assessment of each city comprised the total of its tax- payers, that of each province the 
total of its cities, and that of each diocese the total of its provinces.!! When the 
praetorian prefecture had calculated that the army required so many modii of wheat 
and of barley, so many pounds of meat, so many sextarii of wine and of oil, so many 
cloaks and tunics, it involved only a simple arithmetical calculation to determine how 
much each iugum (or in the developed system each iugum or caput ) must produce, and 
to draw up the demand notes for each province, city and individual taxpayer 
accordingly!! 


By his new system, whereby multifarious requisitions could be assessed equitably on 
every taxpayer, (Diocletian made it possible for the state to dispense with the use of 
money, except for such minor adjustments as those mentioned above , and to rely a| 
most entirely on requisitions in kind. 


Finally the new system made it possible for the first time for the Roman empire to have 
a budget in the modem sense, an annual _ . assessment of governmental requirements, 
and an annual adjust- ment of taxes to meet these requirements. TKe indiction for each 
year was calculated by the praetorian" prefects in accordance with estimated needs. 
The calculations naturally became after a while fairly stereotyped, but adjustments 
were regularly made and usually, as was natural, in an upward direction. It was in fact a 
fault of the system that it was too flexible. It was fatally easy to\ add a little more to the 
indiction instead of trying to reduce | expenditure. 


Diocletian did not rely only upon requisition to meet the needs' of the state. He also 
instituted a number of state factories. Lac- tantius speaks of his building armament 
works ( fabricae ), and a constitution of Constantine issued in 326 mentions the state 
weaving establishments ( gynaecia and linyphia) ; it is to be presumed that the dyeing 
works ( baphia ) were also started by Diocletian. The weaving and dyeing works were 
manned by imperial slaves, as were the mints; the above-mentioned edict of 
Constantine frees Christians who had been made slaves of the treasury and drafted into 
the weaving mills during the persecution. They were directed by procurators under the 
control of the rationalis summarum. The armament workers, on the other hand, were 
soldiers. Each factory was commanded, like a regiment, by a tribune or praepositus , 
under the supreme control of the praetorian prefects. 54 


The obscure institution of the primipili pastus dates from before Diocletian, who cites a 
constitution of Aurelian on the subject, but seems to have become more important in 
his reign. From later legislation it would appear that it was the duty of the centurio 
princeps of each provincial officium , on being promoted primipilus , to convoy to a dux 
on the frontier the annona levied in his province. The task seems to have been an 
expensive burden, and often left the primipilus concerned in debt to the treasury: three 
constitutions of Diocletian deal with legal questions arising out of such debts. In this 
way the once honourable rank of primus pilus, which is still under Valerian spoken of as 
a source of profit, became a burden to be if possible evaded. 55 


/By his administrative, military and fiscal reforms Diocletian gave security and order to 
the empire./ /The huge army which he built up effectively defended the frontiers and 
suppressed internal dis- orders. His enlarged bureaucracy administered justice more 
promptly and vigorously, saw to the execution of much-needed public works, and 
collected the necessary revenue with ruthless efficiency .//The new fiscal sy steps 
ensured that the burden was more or less equitably apportioned/ /As against this the 
increased army and civil service imposed a Heavy burden on the already strained 
economic capacity of the empire/ Lactantius declares that the burden was intolerable: 
‘the number of recipients began to be so much greater than that of the taxpayers that 
the resources of the cultivators were exhausted by the enormous levies, and the fields 
were abandoned and cultivation returned to woodland’. 56 


Lactantius’ words are echoed by the orator who in 31 1 thanked Constantine for 
remissions to the civitas of the Aedui in Gaul. (He laments the ruin of agriculture, citing 
the flat land along the Saone, which had once been vineyard, and was now a marsh, 
and as the reason states that land which never meets its expenses is inevitably 
deserted, owing to the poverty of the country people, who, staggering under a load of 
debt, cannot carry out the drainage work and cut back the growth of bushes’./ The 
orator, however, claims that his city laboured under special disabilities; it possessed no 
navigable rivers, and roads with such severe gradients that wagons had to be unloaded 
or sent only half full, and the transport charges of the annona were therefore excessive. 
He contrasts with the territory of the Aedui the flourishing fields of the Rerni, Nervii and 


Tricassini. The, truth, wou Id seem to be that the rate of taxation - 
was such as to ma ke the^ c ul tiv ation of some marginal land imr _ 


| profitable, but ncit, too high for that of average quality |jhe crude system of 
assessment in -many dioceses made no allowance for differences of productivity. 
Aurelius Victor, writing two generations later, could say that the taxation of Diocletian’s 
day was tolerable, 


owing to the moderation of that period, and had only bec ome 


ruinous Jn Ms own day. If, as Themistius states, it had doubled in the interval, the 
orlginaL rate cannot have been very excessive. 57 


Diocletian’s fiscal reforms had one by-product which was to prove of far-reaching 
importance. It was a common administrative practice in Egypt, and probably in other 
provinces also, when a census was to be taken, to order the population to return to their 
own place (in Greek idia, in Latin origo). A typical edict of a prefect of Egypt runs : ‘As 
the house to house registration is in progress, it is necessary to warn all persons who 
are for any reason absent from their own homes that they must return to their domi- 
cile to complete the usual operation of the registration and devote themselves to their 
agricultural duties.” The primary object was no doubt to facilitate the compilation of the 
lists on which the poll tax was based, but the government took the opportunity of the 
census to recall peasants to their land. Diocletian appears to have rein- forced this rule 
and made it universal. In 307-8 the praepositus of the fifth pagus of the Arsinoite 
territory wrote to a colleague in a neighbouring pagus reminding him of ‘the Diocletian 
appears to have rein- forced this rule and made it universal. In 307-8 the praepositus of 


the fifth pagus of the Arsinoite territory wrote to a colleague in a neighbouring pagus 
reminding him of ‘the order of the divine and celestial August fortune of our lords the 
emperors’ that strangers found in the villages should be restored to their homes under 
penalty of five folks, and requesting that certain villagers of Caranis reported! to be in 
his correspondent’s pagus should be returned. A generation later we find the surviving 
inhabitants of Theadelphia appealing to the prefect of Egypt to repatriate their errant 
fellow villagers, whom they had tried in vain to round up by their own efforts. 58 


It henceforth became illegal for a peasant — the rule applied only toTHe'TUHPp 

7 )pulation, since they alone were registered in the’’” census and paid the poll tax— 
to. .leave his registered domicile. How ffifcMotmcile was defined depended on the form 
of the census records. In Egypt the rural population was registered by villages, and a 
man’s legal origo was therefore his village. Elsewhere also freeholders were normally 
registered in their villages, but, tenants 


look more into this 


in many provinces by their farms under the heading of the land- Jwnerrthisis the system 
Found in the epigraphic census records of Asia Minor. T his me ant jn effect that the 
tenant was bound to his .particular farm a nd thus, to . his landlord . The tie was 
hereditary, ifdr orlgo h.* always been determined by paternity and not by | residence: 
in the census records children, even infants, are regis-j tiered, although they paid no 
poll tax, with the evident implication j that they belonged to their parent’s place of 
registration and would inrdue course pay their poll tax there. 59 


/ Twenty years of peace from civil wars and barbarian invasions and the gradual 
suppression of local disorders must have brought some renewal of prosperity to the 
cities of the empire, and there are signs of it in the greatly increased number of public 
dedications and some revival of building activity. But the financial exigencies of the 
government increased the burdens of the derations, who had to shoulder the task of 
collecting the recurrent levies and to make good from their own fortunes the deficits 
which were more likely to occur as the rate of taxation rose.\ (There was as a result a 
growing reluctance of sons of derations to follow in their fathers’ footsteps. 


and of other financially qualified persons to accept nomination: Diocletian had to inform 
a certain Protus that neither a grant of immunity from the governor, nor the fact that he 
was over the age of fifty, nor that he had the gout, were valid excuses)} In some 
respects Diocletian maintained old standards : he did not relax the ban on the 
admission of freedmen to the curia. But others of his 


laws suggest that in some cities it was difficult to find satisfactory recruits. He ruled that 
illiteracy was no bar to the decurionate, and that infamia (which followed on conviction 
for offences such as fraud), while it debarred a man from honores, did not excuse him 
from turner a.®* 


The shortage of decurions was no doubt in part due to im- poverishment following on 
the troubles of the third century. But it was greatly increased by the wide range of 
alternative careers thrown open to decurions and their sons and other potential 
members of the curia by Diocletian’s expansion of the army and the civil service. It is a 
measure of the gravity of the situation that Diocletian, despite his urgent need for 
military manpower, had to debar from the army ‘not only sons of decurions, but all who 
offer their names for armed service to the prejudice of civic burdens’. 61 


This prohibition will have affected only the humblest strata of curiales: no man of 
substance would have wished to enlist as a 


common soldier. A greater leniency was shown with regard to officer posts in the army. 
Diocletian, at a consistory to which the principales (leading decurions) of Antioch were 
summoned, ruled : ‘We have granted indulgence from personal and civic munera to 
certain dignities, viz. to those who are either former protectores or former praepositi. 
They will therefore not be called to personal or civic munera? This ruling led to abuse. 
Constantine thundered: ‘It is not to be borne that those who have never seen a battle, 
nor set eyes on the standards, nor handled weapons, should creep into titles of military 
distinction. Accordingly those who have received letters bestowing the rank of former 
protectores , former praepositi , or former tribuni are not to have the privilege which is 
earned by those who reach this rank after completing the regular course of service 
under arms.’ 62 


The government could hardly bar curiales from these ranks, for it needed men of 
education and standing to fill the numerous posts which carried them, and men of these 
qualifications were hard to find outside the ranks of the curial class. Provided that they 
had previously performed all their curial offices, no harm was done by their obtaining 
equestrian rank, for they would only enjoy personal immunity for the rest of their lives, 
and their sons would take over their curial duties. The privileges were, however, liable 
to abuse. In the first place decurions and their sons, or persons liable for nomination to 
the curia, might obtain an equestrian dignity before completing, or even before 
beginning, their civic career. And secondly they might through interest or bribery 
acquire titular equestrian dignity without performing any service to the state. Both 
these abuses had appeared before 317, when both Constantine and Licinius issued 
constitutions to check them. Constantine insisted that no decurion was to be appointed 
a praeses until he had filled all his civic offices. Licinius ruled that decurions, who had by 
corrupt practices obtained codicils of the perjectissimatus, ducena , centena or 
egregiatus — the four grades of the equestrian hierarchy — should forfeit them, and be 
restored to their councils. 64 


https://archive.org/details/JonesLaterRomanEmpire01/page/n42/mode/lup?q=god 


persecution of Christians 

It was probably in 298 that an incident occurred which broke the peace. At a sacrifice 
held in the presence of Diocletian and his Caesar Galerius the haruspices were unable 
to obtain the desired omens, and attributed their failure to Christians present, who were 
averting the power of the demons by making the sign of the Cross. Diocletian, who 


seems to have been a man of rather old-fashioned piety — he had adopted the old 
Roman god Jupiter Optimus Maximus as his patron — was naturally infuriated by this 
insolent interruption of the traditional rites of the Roman state, and issued an order that 
all soldiers must sacrifice to the gods or be discharged. This order created little stir — 
the numbers involved were probably relatively small — and nothing further happened 
for five years . Then in 303 the storm broke. It is somewhat mysterious why action 
should have been so long postponed, or why such strong measures should have been 
taken after the long delay. Lactantius is probably right in regarding the Caesar Galerius, 
who was a rabid pagan, as the prime mover in the affair, and it would seem that he had 
some difficulty in inducing Diocletian to take action. 66 

On 23 February 303 an edict was published at Nicomedia ordering all copies of the 
Scriptures to be surrendered and burnt, all churches to be demolished or dismantled, 
and forbidding meetings for Christian worship. The church at Nicomedia was promptly 
demolished by a squad of troops. Next day a supple- mentary edict was posted 
depriving all Christians who failed to conform of any rank that they might hold (thus 
making them liable to torture and summary execution), and debarring all Christrian 
from bringing actions in the courts; imperial freedmen who remained Christian were 
reduced to slavery. These edicts were promulgated in the West also, and were strictly 
enforced by 


Maximian in Italy, Spain and Africa. In Gaul and Britain the Caesar Constantius, who was 
sympathetic to the Christians, con- tented himself with demolishing the churches. 67 
As a result of fires which broke out in the imperial palace — alleged to have been 
arranged by Galerius — and hostile demonstra- tions in Syria and Armenia Minor, 
another edict went out for the arrest of all bishops and clergy. After a while, however, 
the government tired of holding so many prisoners and decided on a dramatic stroke. 
The clergy were to be released — with other minor malefactors — on the occasion of 
Diocletian’s vicennalia , but first they must be made to sacrifice. They were accordingly 
bullied or flogged or tortured into submission. If this failed, they were physically 
constrained to go through the motions of sacrifice, or in some cases merely issued with 
certificates that they had sacrificed, after which they were released. There is no 
evidence that these measures were taken in the West. Finally, about a year after the 
opening of the persecution, an edict was issued ordering everyone to sacrifice. There is 
no convincing evidence that this edict was promulgated in the West. 68 

About a year later, on i May 305, Diocletian and Maximian abdicated and were 
succeeded by Galerius and Constantius. For about a year the persecution seems to have 
hung fire throughout the empire, and in the West it was never resumed. Constantine 
continued the tolerant policy of his father, and Maxentius made peace with the church 
and even restored its confiscated property. In the East the persecution was revived 
under Galerius and his Caesar Maximin, both ardent pagans, and dragged on for four 
years in the European provinces until Galerius’ death in 3 1 1, and for two years longer, 
until Maximin’s fall in 313, in the dioceses of Pontica, Asiana and Oriens. We have a full 
account of events in Oriens, where Eusebius lived throughout the whole 

persecution. Here another general sacrifice was ordered in the spring of 306, and yet 
another in the autumn of 308. They were more efficiently organised than that of 304, 
for which no administrative preparations seem to have been made: in 306 lists were 
drawn up and individuals called up by name to sacrifice, and in 308 the curator and 
duoviri of each city, with the tabularius , who kept the census records, were in- structed 
to enforce the edict. Food put out for sale in the market was hallowed by libations, while 
sentries were posted at the doors of the baths to compel ail entrants to sacrifice. 
Executions were relatively few, for from 307 onwards Maximin no longer imposed the 


death penalty save in exceptional cases of contumacy, but sent obstinate recusants to 
the mines, having first blinded them in one eye and severed the tendons of one foot. 69 


In Galerius’ dominions the persecution, which was doubtless as rigorous, was abruptly 
called off on 30 April 311, when the emperor, who had contracted a painful disease 
which he apparently attributed to the vengeance of the Christian God, issued an edict 
explicitly granting toleration to the Christians. He died a few days later, but his edict 
was observed both by Licinius in the European provinces which he occupied, and by 
Maximin in Asia Minor; the latter extended its application to his own original dominions, 
the Oriental diocese. The convicts were released and the churches reopened, and the 
Christians joyfully celebrated their victory. 70 


keyword: iugum 


The system of laeti is also spoken of by, a Gallic orator in 296 as if it were an 
established institution. Hinder this system, as we know it later, certain lands (terras 
laeticae) in Gaul and Italy were set apart for the settlement of barbarians from outside 
the empire, who were, with their descendants, liable to military service.~* 


The new armies had not only to be recruited but maintained. It must again be 
emphasised that owing to the inflation the cost of each soldier, as compared with the 
second and early third century, was very low. The common soldiers, who formed the 
great majority, received little more than their rations, clothing and arms, and, in the 
case of troopers, horses and fodder. Non-commissioned ranks got from double up to 
perhaps quintuple rations, while officers had lost even more by the depreciation of their 
once substantial money pay. Nevertheless even to feed, clothe, arm and mount so large 
an army was a heavy burden, and Lactantius was not entirely unjustified in complaining 
that the number of those in receipt of payment began to exceed that of the taxpayers. 


iocletian made valiant efforts to re-establish a sound currency and thereby to stabilise 
prices) He issued good gold and silver coins clearly marked with theif weight, and a 
larger silver-washed copper nummus of superior quality. He no doubt intended to create 
a unified currency of gold, silver and copper coins like that of the pre-inflation period. 
He certainly failed. His issues of gold and silver must have been small, and he continued 
to mint nunimi in vast quantities. Prices therefore continued to rise, and the gold and 
silver coins commanded a premium above their nominal value. 41 

In 301 Diocletian attempted to stem the tide by his famous Edictum de Pretiis, which 
fixed maximum prices and wages in the utmost detail and threatened with the death 
penalty any who exceeded them or withheld their goods from the market-j Despite 
ruthless executions this measure was, according to Lactantius, an utter failure: goods 
simply vanished and the edict was soon allowed to become a dead letter. 42 

If he was unsuccessful in coping with the currency problem, Diocletian did a great 
service to the empire by ratio nalising the requisitions in kind..which were in practice 
the most importarfft Idf nrof reyenug. These requisitions had originated as indicitows~ 
exTraordinarice , and were apparently still levied qn an arbitrary and inequitable way, 
when and where required, j Diocletian in the first place made them a regular annual 
event : in Egypt a quinquennial cycle of indictions was instituted in 287 — the well- 
known cycle of fifteen years was not introduced till after Diocletian’s time in 312. And in 
the second place the burden was equitably distributed between provinces, cities and 
individuals. As Atistius Optatus, prefect of Egypt, announced in 297, ‘Our provident 
emperors, Diocletian and Maximian the Augusti, and Constantius and Maximian the 


Caesars, have learned that the assessment of fiscal burdens takes place in such a 
manner that some taxpayers are 


church: Battle of the Milvian Bridge, good stuff 
on roman religion 


Some! have considered the vision in a solar context (e.g. as a solar halo phenomenon 
called a sun dog), which may have preceded the Christian beliefs later expressed by 
Constantine. Coins of Constantine depicting him as the companion of a solar deity were 
minted as late as 313, the year following the battle. The solar deity Sol Invictus is often 
pictured with a nimbus or halo. Various emperors portrayed Sol Invictus on their official 
coinage, with a wide range of legends, only a few of which incorporated the 

epithet invictus, such as the legend SOLI INVICTO COMITI, claiming the Unconquered Sun 
as a companion to the emperor, used with particular frequency by Constantine. 

431 Constantine's official coinage continues to bear images of Sol until 325/6. A solidus of 
Constantine as well as a gold medallion from his reign depict the Emperor's bust in 
profile jugate with Sol Invictus, with the legend INVICTUS CONSTANTINUS. The official 
cults of Sol Invictus and Sol Invictus Mithras were popular amongst the soldiers of the 
Roman Army. Statuettes of Sol Invictus, carried by the standard-bearers, appear in 
three places in reliefs on the Arch of Constantine. Constantine's triumphal arch was 
carefully positioned to align with the colossal statue of Sol by the Colosseum, so that Sol 
formed the dominant backdrop when seen from the direction of the main approach 
towards the arch.22! 


It was expected that Maxentius would remain within Rome and endure a siege; he had 
successfully employed this strategy twice before, during the invasions of Severus and 
Galerius. Indeed, Maxentius had organised the stockpiling of large amounts of food in 
the city in preparation for such an event. Surprisingly, he decided otherwise, choosing 
to meet Constantine in open battle. Ancient sources commenting on these events 
attribute this decision either to divine intervention (e.g. Lactantius, Eusebius) or 
superstition (e.g. Zosimus). They also note that the day of the battle was the same as 
the day of his accession (28 October), which was generally thought to be a good omen. 
Additionally, Maxentius is reported to have consulted the oracular Sibylline Books, which 
stated that "on October 28 an enemy of the Romans would perish". Maxentius 
interpreted this prophecy as being favourable to himself.“% Lactantius also reports that 
the populace supported Constantine with acclamations during circus games.24 


Battle of the Milvian Bridge: Constantine won 
the battle and started on the path that led him 
to end the Tetrarchy and become the sole ruler 
of the Roman Empire. 


According to Christian chroniclers Eusebius of Caesarea and Lactantius, the battle 
marked the beginning of Constantine's conversion to Christianity. Eusebius of Caesarea 
recounts that Constantine and his soldiers had a vision sent by the Christian God. This 
was interpreted as a promise of victory if the sign of the Chi Rho, the first two letters of 
Christ's name in Greek, was painted on the soldiers' shields. The Arch of Constantine, 
erected in celebration of the victory, certainly attributes Constantine's success to divine 
intervention; however, the monument does not display any overtly Christian symbolism. 


Stats, history: germany has invaded france 3 
times over the past 150 years Germany had 
invaded France twice in living memory, in World 
War | and World War Il, and also defeated France 
in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870/71 


william of orange, spainish empire, and austrian 
hapsburgs 


The Spanish Empire was a global maritime superpower whose possessions included the 
Spanish Netherlands, Milan, 

the Kingdom of Naples, the Philippines, and much of the Americas. In contrast, Austria 
was a land-based power, focused on ensuring their pre-eminence within Germany and 
securing their eastern border against the Ottoman Empire.24 

A Protestant, William participated in several wars against the powerful Catholic French 
ruler Louis XIV in coalition with both Protestant and Catholic powers in Europe. Many 
Protestants heralded William as a champion of their faith. In 1685, his Catholic uncle 
and father-in-law, James, became king of England, Scotland, and Ireland. James's reign 
was unpopular with the Protestant majority in Britain, who feared a revival of 
Catholicism. Supported by a group of influential British political and religious leaders, 
William invaded England in what became known as the Glorious Revolution. In 1688, he 
landed at the south-western English port of Brixham; James was deposed shortly 
afterward. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Il|_of 


The Thirty Years' War" was one of the longest 
and most destructive conflicts in European 
history, lasting from 1618 to 1648 


leopold, elected holy roman emperor vs the sun 
king Louis XIV is a popular rivalry in history 


History, stats: In modern times, legal or 
administrative bodies with strict, arbitrary 
rulings, no "due process" rights to those 
accused, and secretive proceedings are 
sometimes metaphorically called "star 
chambers", deriving from the arbrtrary courts 


abused by elites in England from the late 15th 
century to the mid-17th century (c. 1641) 


Alternatively, William Blackstone, a notable English jurist writing in 1769, speculated 
that the name had been derived from the legal word "starr" meaning the contract or 
obligation to a Jew (from the Hebrew uw (shtar) meaning 'document'). This term was in 
use until 1290, when Edward | had all Jews expelled from England. Blackstone thought 
the "Starr Chamber" might originally have been used for the deposition and storage of 
such contracts.“ However, the Oxford English Dictionary gives this etymology "no claim 
to consideration. "2 


Other etymological speculations mentioned by Blackstone include the derivation from 
Old English steoran (steer) meaning "to govern"; as a court used to 

punish cozenage (in Latin: crimen stellionatus); or that the chamber was full of 
windows." 


Another function of the Court of Star Chamber was to act like a court of equity, which 
could impose punishment for actions which were deemed to be morally reprehensible 
but were not in violation of the letter of the law. This gave the Star Chamber great 
flexibility, as it could punish defendants for any action which the court felt should be 
unlawful, even when in fact it was technically lawful. 


However, this meant that the justice meted out by the Star Chamber could be 

very arbitrary and subjective, and it enabled the court to be used later on in its history 
as an instrument of oppression rather than for the purpose of justice for which it was 
intended. Many crimes which are now commonly prosecuted, such 

as attempt, conspiracy, criminal libel, and perjury, were originally developed by the 
Court of Star Chamber,” along with its more common role of dealing 

with riots and sedition. 


The cases decided in those sessions enabled both the very powerful and those without 
power to seek redress. Thus King Henry VII used the power of the Star Chamber to 
break the power of the landed gentry which had been such a cause of problems in 

the Wars of the Roses. Yet, when local courts were often clogged or mismanaged, the 
Court of Star Chamber also became a means of appeal for the common people against 
the excesses of the nobility. 


In the reign of King Henry VIII, the court was under the leadership of Cardinal 

Wolsey (the Archbishop of York and Lord Chancellor) and Thomas 

Cranmer (the Archbishop of Canterbury) (1515-1529). From this time forward, the Court 
of Star Chamber became a political weapon for bringing actions against those who 
opposed the policies of King Henry VIII, his ministers and his parliament. 


Although it was initially a court of appeal, King Henry, Wolsey and Cranmer 
encouraged plaintiffs to bring their cases directly to the Star Chamber, bypassing the 
lower courts entirely. 


The Court was used extensively to control Wales, after the Laws in Wales 

Acts (sometimes referred to as the "Acts of Union"). The Tudor-era gentry in Wales 
turned to the Chamber to evict Welsh landowners and protect themselves, and in 
general, protect the advantages given to them by the Laws in Wales Acts. 


Stuarts| edit] 


The power of the Court of Star Chamber grew considerably under the House of Stuart, 
and by the time of King Charles |, it had become synonymous with misuse and abuse of 
power by the King and his circle. King James | and his son Charles used the court to 
examine cases of sedition, which meant that the court could be used to suppress 
opposition to royal policies. It came to be used to try nobles too powerful to be brought 
to trial in the lower courts. 


King Charles | used the Court of Star Chamber as a Parliamentary substitute during the 
eleven years of Personal Rule, when he ruled without a Parliament. King Charles made 
extensive use of the Court of Star Chamber to prosecute dissenters, including 

the Puritans who fled to New England. This was one of the causes of the English Civil 
War. 


On 17 October 1632, the Court of Star Chamber banned all "news books" because of 
complaints from Spanish and Austrian diplomats that coverage of the Thirty Years' 

War in England was unfair. As a result, newsbooks pertaining to this matter were often 
printed in Amsterdam and then smuggled into the country, until control of the press 
collapsed with the developing ideological conflict of 1640-41." 


The Star Chamber became notorious for judgments favourable to the king, for example 
when Archbishop Laud had William Prynne branded on both cheeks through its agency 
in 1637 for seditious libel.2% 


In 1571 Elizabeth | set up an equivalent Court in Ireland, the Court of Castle Chamber, 
to deal with cases of riot and offences against public order. Although it was initially 
popular with private litigants, under the Stuarts it developed the same reputation for 
harsh and arbitrary proceedings as its parent court, and during the political confusion of 
the 1640s, it disappeared.24 


In the early 1900s, Edgar Lee Masters commented:2! 


In the Star Chamber the council could inflict any punishment short of death, and 
frequently sentenced objects of its wrath to the pillory, to whipping and to the cutting 
off of ears. ... With each embarrassment to arbitrary power the Star Chamber became 
emboldened to undertake further usurpation. ... The Star Chamber finally 

summoned juries before it for verdicts disagreeable to the government, and fined and 
imprisoned them. It spread terrorism among those who were called to do constitutional 
acts. It imposed ruinous fines. It became the chief defence of Charles against assaults 
upon those usurpations which cost him his life. 


Abolition and aftermath[edit] 


In 1641, the Long Parliament, led by John Pym and inflamed by the severe treatment 
of John Lilburne, as well as that of other religious dissenters such as William 

Prynne, Alexander Leighton, John Bastwick and Henry Burton, abolished the Star 
Chamber with the Habeas Corpus Act 1640. 


The gruesome punishments which the Star Chamber imposed were not forgotten, and 
were revived by King James II,"% prompting an article in the Bill of Rights of 1688 "That 
excessive Baile ought not to be required nor excessive Fines imposed nor cruell and 
unusuall Punishments inflicted"."*) 


Engraving of the Star Chamber, published in "Old and new London" in 1873, taken from a 
drawing made in 1836 


The Chamber itself stood until its demolition in 1806 (or 1834 or early in 1836), when its 
materials were salvaged.“242 The door was reused in the nearby Westminster 

School until it was destroyed in the Blitz, and the historic Star Chamber ceiling, with its 
bright gold stars, was brought to Leasowe Castle on the Wirral 

Peninsula in Cheshire from the Court of Westminster, along with four tapestries 
depicting the four seasons. 


Recent history{edit] 


In the late 20th century, the expression was revived in reference to ways of resolving 
internal high-level questions within the government, usually relating to budget 
appropriations. The press and some civil servants under the premiership of Margaret 
Thatcher (1979-1990) revived the term for private ministerial meetings at which 
disputes between the Treasury and high-spending departments were resolved.“4 


In 2010, the press employed the term for a committee established by the Cameron 
ministry to plan spending cuts to reduce public debt.2# 


In March 2019, the European Research Group formed its own 'Star Chamber' to pass 
judgement on Theresa May's then proposed Brexit deal, and which recommended 

that MPs should not back it.2222 On 29 December 2020, the ERG's Star Chamber gave a 
similar verdict on Boris Johnson's recently agreed EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement, but on this occasion recommending that their members vote for it because 
the deal is "consistent with the restoration of UK sovereignty". 


Influence on the U.S. Constitution [edit] 


The historical abuses of the Star Chamber are considered some of the reasons, along 
with English common law precedent, behind the protections against compelled self- 
incrimination embodied in the Fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution.24 The 
meaning of "compelled testimony" under the Fifth Amendment - i.e., the conditions 
under which a defendant is allowed to "plead the Fifth" to avoid self-incrimination - is 
thus often interpreted via reference to the inquisitorial methods of the Star Chamber.2 


As the U.S. Supreme Court described it, "the Star Chamber has, for centuries, 
symbolized disregard of basic individual rights. The Star Chamber not merely allowed, 
but required, defendants to have counsel. The defendant's answer to an indictment was 
not accepted unless it was signed by counsel. When counsel refused to sign the answer, 
for whatever reason, the defendant was considered to have confessed." 


History, church, holy roman empire: the 
Supremacy of the Crown Act 1534 (establishing 
the English monarch as head of the Church in 
England). 


the Supremacy of the Crown Act 1534 (establishing the English monarch as head of the 
Church in England). 


wiki says Charlamagne was the first holy roman 
emperor since the fall of the roman empire in 
476 


On 25 December 800, Pope Leo III crowned the Frankish king Charlemagne as emperor, 
reviving the title in Western Europe, more than three centuries after the fall of the 
earlier ancient Western Roman Empire in 476 


The title was revived again in 962 when Otto |, King of Germany, was crowned emperor 
by Pope John XII, fashioning himself as the successor of Charlemagne22 and beginning 
a continuous existence of the empire for over eight centuries.2%lel Some historians 
refer to the coronation of Charlemagne as the origin of the empire,“2422! while others 
prefer the coronation of Otto | as its beginning.“ 1 Henry the Fowler, the founder of 

the medieval German state (ruled 919-936), has sometimes been considered the 
founder of the Empire as well.22 The modern view favours Otto as the true founder. 


Otto continued his father’s work of unifying all German tribes into a single 
kingdom and greatly expanded the king’s powers at the expense of the 
aristocracy. Through strategic marriages and personal appointments, Otto 
installed members of his family in the kingdom’s most important duchies. 
This reduced the various dukes, who had previously been co-equals with the 
king, to royal subjects under his authority. Otto transformed the Roman 
Catholic Church in Germany to strengthen the royal office and subjected its 
clergy to his personal control. 


After putting down a brief civil war among the rebellious duchies, Otto 
defeated the Magyars at the Battle of Lechfeld in 955, thus ending the 
Hungarian invasions of Western Europe. The victory against the pagan 
Magyars earned Otto a reputation as a savior of Christendom and secured 
his hold over the kingdom. In 951, Otto came to the aid of Adelaide, the 
widowed queen of Italy, defeating her enemies, marrying her, and taking 
control of Italy. By 961, Otto had conquered the Kingdom of Italy and 
extended his realm’s borders to the north, east, and south. Following the 
example of Charlemagne’s coronation as “Emperor of the Romans” in 800, 
Otto was crowned emperor in 962 by Pope John XII in Rome, thus 
intertwining the affairs of the German kingdom with those of Italy and the 
papacy. Otto’s coronation as emperor marked the German kings as 
successors to the empire of Charlemagne, which through the concept 

of translatio imperii also made them consider themselves successors to 
Ancient Rome. 


Otto’s later years were marked by conflicts with the papacy and struggles to 
stabilize his rule over Italy. Reigning from Rome, Otto sought to improve 
relations with the Byzantine Empire, which opposed his claim to emperorship 
and his realm’s further expansion to the south. To resolve this conflict, the 
Byzantine princess Theophanu married Otto’s son, Otto Il, in April 972. Otto 


finally returned to Germany in August 972 and died at Memleben in 973. 
Otto Il succeeded him as Holy Roman Emperor. 


Otto I: Replica of the Magdeburger Reiter, equestrian monument traditionally regarded as 
portrait of Otto | (Magdeburg, original c. 1240). 


Administration of the Empire 


The Holy Roman Empire was divided into dozens—eventually hundreds—of 
individual entities governed by kings, dukes, counts, bishops, abbots, and 
other rulers, collectively known as princes, who governed their land 
independently from the emperor, whose power was severely restricted by 
these various local leaders. 


the Anglo-Saxon period denotes the period in 
Britain between about 450 and 1066, after their 
initial settlement and up until the Norman 
Conquest.” 


Julius Caesar invaded Britain in 55 and 54 BC as 
part of his Gallic Wars. 


Journal: The problem that the tomoc sought to correct was inequality. The 
emperors were 


disturbed to find that in practice some taxpayers paid a lot, while others were let off 
lightly (we 

ETUXEV TAC EMLBOAAC THWV SHUOGiwy EicgopWv yíyveoðar Wc TLvac HEV KoL[O](TEcO[a]t 
G&AAouc È 

Bapiob8at).304 They call this inequality a “most evil and destructive custom” (thy 
KAKÍOTNV 


The “Architecture” of Diocletian’s Tax System 

There is much that is still unknown about the system of taxation that Diocletian 
implemented. 

For example, the conversion of the abstract fiscal unit, the iugum, into real units of 
measurement 

remains a mystery, and despite the wealth of evidence from Egypt, scholars do not 
know when 


and where taxpayers paid their taxes in cash or in kind.309 Nonetheless, the basic 
structure of the 

system is relatively clear. During the course of his reign Diocletian introduced the 
foundations 

of a universal method for assessing and distributing tax burdens, called the iugatio- 
capitatio.310 


Stats, rome, history: Papyrus is thought to have 
been first manufactured 4-5000 years ago 


Papyrus was first manufactured in Egypt as far back as the fourth millennium BCE.2 

53 The earliest archaeological evidence of papyrus was excavated in 2012 and 2013 

t Wadi al-Jarf, an ancient Egyptian harbor located on the Red Sea coast. These 
ocuments, the Diary of Merer, date from c. 2560-2550 BCE (end of the reign of Khufu). 
The papyrus rolls describe the last years of building the Great Pyramid of Giza. 


FO Ww 


Papyrus was used as a writing material as early as 3,000 BC in 
ancient Egypt, and continued to be used to some extent until 
around 1100 AD. 


Although it was produced exclusively in Egypt, where the papyrus 
plant grew, papyrus (the writing material) was exported throughout 
the classical world, and it was the most popular writing material for 
the ancient Greeks and Romans. 


was also the medium of the New Testament in the early centuries 
after the death of Jesus. Christian texts were often in the form of a 
codex, rather than a roll. A codex contains several leaves bound 
together much like a modern book. 


Papyrus eventually gave way to parchment, and later, paper. The 
large plantations in Egypt which used to cultivate high-grade 
papyrus for manufacture disappeared, and wild papyrus also began 
to disappear as the climate of Egypt slowly changed. 


Fortunately for modern scholars, the dry climate of Egypt has 
preserved thousands of fragments of ancient papyrus. These 
fragments form the basis of the field of papyrology, the study of 
ancient papyrus. Papyrus texts offer scholars new literary sources 
as well as documents, such as letters and government records, 
which give much insight into life in ancient Egypt. 


However, the art of papyrus making remained dead for a thousand 
years. During the 20th century, when more and more papyrus texts 
came to light, scholars began to investigate how ancient papyrus 
manufacturing occurred. Several variations on the basic scheme, 
which is outlined in Pliny's Natural History, were proposed and 
tested, but none has produced a writing material which is of the 
quality of ancient papyrus. 


Two thousand years ago, papyrus making was a booming industry, 
and papyrus was made by highly skilled craftsmen working with a 
specially cultivated strain of papyrus that was bred to produce a 
high quality writing material. Today, papyrus is made from wild 
strains of papyrus, and the manufacturing process is carried out on 
a small scale by the few specialists who choose to make papyrus. 


Papyrus was replaced in Europe by the cheaper, locally produced 

products parchment and vellum, of significantly higher durability in moist climates, 
though Henri Pirenne's connection of its disappearance with the Muslim conquest of 
Egypt between 639 and 646 CE is contested. Its last appearance in 

the Merovingian chancery is with a document of 692, though it was known in Gaul until 
the middle of the following century. The latest certain dates for the use of papyrus are 
1057 for a papal decree (typically conservative, all papal bulls were on papyrus until 
1022), under Pope Victor II," and 1087 for an Arabic document. Its use in Egypt 
continued until it was replaced by less expensive paper introduced by the Islamic 
world who originally learned of it from the Chinese. By the 12th century, parchment and 
paper were in use in the Byzantine Empire, but papyrus was still an option.22 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papyrus 


Journal, rome, history: 
Diocletian Reforms (check source) 


Emperor Diocletian massively reformed the Roman tax system. In the wake of the 
Crisis of the Third Century, was forced to requisition supplies from the provinces in 
order to continue to function. Diocletian turned this requisition into a tax, replacing 
the old, outdated forms of taxation. 


The Late Roman Economy Emperor Diocletian 


At some point following the island's recovery by the Empire, the Diocletian Reforms 
were introduced: Britain as a whole became the Diocese of the Britains under the 
administration of the Prefecture of the Gauls based in Augusta Treverorum (Trier) and 
was divided from two provinces into four or five, 


The Roman government itself did not collect the taxes; this would have been too 
complex and difficult an operation for the resources of the ancient government. Instead, 
the responsibility fell on the curial class. Curiales were members of local city councils, 
and in order to build prestige among their citizens and demonstrate their fitness to rule, 
they often paid out of pocket for the construction of temples, the sponsorship of games, 
and other things that benefitted their citizens. The Roman government required them to 
pay the tax burden of their cities out of their own pockets in exchange for the right to 
pass on the taxes to their people. Essentially, the Roman government made the 
curiales their tax collectors. If they fell short of collecting what their city owed in taxes, 
they would have to make up the difference with their own money. Thus, membership in 
the curial class could be financially ruinous, and many tried to escape by enrolling in 
positions that granted exemptions from curial responsibilities, such as the army, the 
imperial bureaucracy, or the Church. By the sixth century, the curiales gradually 
disappeared. As the curial class disappeared, the responsibility of governing cities, as 


well as raising funds to forward to the government, fell to the Church and local bishops.\ 


he inherited an empire wit han inflation issue. To deal with it, he changed the tax code 
so that it was based upon agricultural output, rather than with debased currency. 


"Diocletian and his administrators came up with 
a basic unit of taxation, iuga (perhaps also called capita). The iuga was based on land 


and labor, but in order to be fair, it also took into account the fertility of the land, the 
value of the local crops, etc. With this information, the Roman government could 
calculate the expected productive output of the Roman Empire on a year to year basis. 
New censuses would update the information every 5-15 years. When the government 
calculated its needs, such as how much food, wine, and tunics the army needed, it 


simply had to determine how much each iugum had to produce and then divide that 


among the tax payers. Roman government could plan ahead in a way they never had 
before. This basic system continued even after Roman currency was restored and the 
government continued to collect taxes in coinage, as in certain taxes the tax burden of 


supplies was translated into a monetary amount. 


Now this is where things get interesting. The writer hen goes on the claim that this 
system of taxation was essential collected by a sort of contractor that paid the taxes out 
of thier own pocket, taking on the rrisk of non-payment themselves--sort of like 
discounted paper in the debt markets. The collector stands to make a profit in the long 
run by taking on the risk of holding the debt obligation themselves, but also are 
expected to pay if something goes wrong, taking the risk of default away frm the 
empire. The says that these debt collectors were known as Curiales, who were 
themselves members of the local city council for their taxable location 


The Roman government itself did not collect the taxes; this would have been too 
complex and difficult an operation for the resources of the ancient government. Instead, 
the responsibility fell on the curial class. Curiales were members of local city councils, 
and in order to build prestige among their citizens and demonstrate their fitness to rule, 
they often paid out of pocket for the construction of temples, the sponsorship of games, 
and other things that benefitted their citizens. The Roman government required them to 
pay the tax burden of their cities out of their own pockets in exchange for the right to 
pass on the taxes to their people. Essentially, the Roman government made the 
curiales their tax collectors. If they fell short of collecting what their city owed in taxes, 
they would have to make up the difference with their own money. Thus, membership in 
the curial class could be financially ruinous, and many tried to escape by enrolling in 
positions that granted exemptions from curial responsibilities, such as the army, the 
imperial bureaucracy, or the Church. By the sixth century, the curiales gradually 
disappeared. As the curial class disappeared, the responsibility of governing cities, as 


well as raising funds to forward to the government, fell to the Church and local bishops. 


Government, inflation, war: march1 The UK Is 
"Rationing" Vegetables... & It's All About 
Normalization 


The UK Is "Rationing" Vegetables... 
& It's All About Normalization 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
WEDNESDAY, MAR 01, 2023 - 07:30 AM 


Authored by Kit Knightly via Off-Guardian.org, 


The past few days have seen certain fruits and vegetables “rationed” 
by major UK supermarkets. 


Aldi, Morrisons, Tesco and Sainsbury’s have all put limits on customer purchases 
of peppers, tomatoes and cucumbers. 


Just yesterday, Lidl added their own name to that list. 


Many - including Justin King, former Sainsbury's CEO - have jumped at the 


chance to lay the blame at Brexit’s feet. 


But that doesn’t make much sense, since Morocco - whence the UK imports a lot 
of salad vegetables - obviously isn’t in the EU. Further, Ireland has been 
affected too, plus we’re only 5 months removed from France (and other EU 
nations) facing their own “catastrophic food shortages” 


The other side of the Brexit divide is firmly set on blaming any shortages on 
the weather. Of course, that’s also helpful to the establishment narrative since 


the “bad weather” angle can be swiftly and easily parlayed into discussions 
about climate change. In fact, it already has been. 


The real reason there are shortages - supposing there are rea/shortages, not 
just psy-op nonsense like the toilet paper fiasco at the beginning of the 
“pandemic” - is that, one way or another, they have been engineered. 


Journal: march13 


In the event of a much larger outbreak, news 
organizations that cater to the far right will act 
as perfect examples for why the internet should 
be censored. It will be so easy to cite their 
critisisms of the COVID official narrative, then 
take them out of context. How will one question 
the government, then? Yes, the vaccine caused 
many complications, but this will mean nothing 
while everybody is dying. All the anti-vaxxers 
will look crazy, and censorship will seem like a 
necessary evil. 


Government: march1 US Bankruptcy Filings 
Surge At Fastest Pace Since 2009 


Bankruptcy Court Gets Busy 
U.S. sees most large bankruptcies at start of year since 2010 
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key missing piece, read later, holy roman 
empire, journal, church, history: the prince- 
elector of germany 


The dignity of elector carried great prestige and was considered to be second only to 
that of king or emperor. The electors held exclusive privileges that were not shared 
with other princes of the Empire, and they continued to hold their original titles 
alongside that of elector. 


The heir apparent to a secular prince-elector was known as an electoral prince 


The prince-electors (German: Kurfürst ( 

listen (help-info)), pl. Kurfürsten, Czech: Kurfirt, Latin: Princeps Elector), or electors for 
short, were the members of the electoral college that elected the emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire. 


From the 13th century onwards, the prince-electors had the privilege of electing the 
monarch who would be crowned by the pope. After 1508, there were no imperial 
coronations and the election was sufficient. Charles V (elected in 1519) was the last 
emperor to be crowned (1530); his successors were elected emperors by the electoral 
college, each being titled "Elected Emperor of the Romans" (German: erwählter 
Romischer Kaiser, Latin: electus Romanorum imperator). 


The dignity of elector carried great prestige and was considered to be second only to 
that of king or emperor.“ The electors held exclusive privileges that were not shared 
with other princes of the Empire, and they continued to hold their original titles 
alongside that of elector. 


The heir apparent to a secular prince-elector was known as an electoral 
prince (German: Kurprinz). 


Rights and privilegesteaiti 


Electors were rulers of reichsstaénde (Imperial Estates), enjoying precedence over the 
other Imperial Princes. They were, until the 18th century, exclusively entitled to be 
addressed with the title Durchlaucht (Serene Highness). In 1742, the electors became 
entitled to the superlative Durchlauchtigste (Most Serene Highness), while other princes 
were promoted to Durchlaucht. 


As rulers of Imperial Estates, the electors enjoyed all the privileges of Imperial Princes, 
including the right to enter into alliances, to autonomy in relation to dynastic affairs, 

and to precedence over other subjects. The Golden Bull granted them the Privilegium de 
non appellando, which prevented their subjects from lodging an appeal to a higher 
Imperial court. However, while this privilege, and some others, were automatically 
granted to Electors, they were not exclusive to them and many of the larger Imperial 
Estates were also to be individually granted some or all those rights and privileges. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prince-elector 


The electors, like the other princes ruling States of the Empire, were members of 

the Imperial Diet, which was divided into three collegia: the Council of Electors, the 
Council of Princes, and the Council of Cities. In addition to being members of the Council 
of Electors, most electors were also members of the Council of Princes by virtue of 
possessing territory or holding ecclesiastical position. The assent of both bodies was 
required for important decisions affecting the structure of the Empire, such as the 
creation of new electorates or States of the Empire. 


Many electors ruled a number of States of the Empire or held several ecclesiastical 
titles, and therefore had multiple votes in the Council of Princes. In 1792, the Elector of 
Brandenburg had eight votes, the Elector of Bavaria six votes, the Elector of Hanover six 
votes, the King of Bohemia three votes, the Elector-Archbishop of Trier three votes, the 
Elector-Archbishop of Cologne two votes, and the Elector-Archbishop of Mainz one vote. 
Thus, of the hundred votes in the Council of Princes in 1792, twenty-nine belonged to 
electors, giving them considerable influence in the Council of Princes in addition to their 
positions as electors. 


In addition to voting by colleges or councils, the Imperial Diet also voted in religious 
coalitions, as provided for in the Peace of Westphalia. The Archbishop of Mainz presided 
over the Catholic body, or corpus catholicorum, while the Elector of Saxony presided 
over the Protestant body, or corpus evangelicorum. The division into religious bodies 
was on the basis of the official religion of the state, and not of its rulers. Thus, even 
when the Electors of Saxony were Catholics during the eighteenth century, they 
continued to preside over the corpus evangelicorum, since the state of Saxony was 
officially Protestant. 


1257 to Thirty Years' War[edit] 


The electoral college is known to have existed by 1152, but its composition is unknown. 
A letter written by Pope Urban IV in 1265 suggests that by "immemorial custom", seven 
princes had the right to elect the King and future Emperor. The pope wrote that the 
seven electors were those who had just voted in the election of 1257, which resulted in 
the election of two kings. 


e Three ecclesiastical Electors: 
o The Archbishop of Mainz 


o The Archbishop of Trier 
o The Archbishop of Cologne 
e Four secular Electors: 
o The King of Bohemia 
o The Count Palatine of the Rhine 
o The Duke of Saxony 


o The Margrave of Brandenburg 


gallic revolt, years 286-296: real-life Emperor of 
the North 
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Gallia Belgica ("Belgic Gaul") was a province of the Roman Empire located in the 
north-eastern part of Roman Gaul, in what is today primarily northern France, Belgium, 
and Luxembourg, along with parts of the Netherlands and Germany. 


In 50 BC, after the conquest by Julius Caesar during his Gallic Wars, it became one of 
the three parts of Gaul (Tres Galliae), the other two being Gallia Aquitania and Gallia 
Lugdunensis.™ An official Roman province was later created by emperor Augustus in 22 
BC. The province was named for the Belgae, as the largest tribal confederation in the 
area, but also included the territories of 

the Treveri, Mediomatrici, Leuci, Sequani, Helvetii and others. The southern border of 
Belgica, formed by the Marne and Seine rivers, was reported by Caesar as the original 
cultural boundary between the Belgae and the Celtic Gauls, whom he distinguished 
from one another. 


The province was re-organised several times, first increased and later decreased in 
size. Diocletian brought the northeastern Civitas Tungrorum into Germania Inferior, 
joining the Rhineland colonies, and the remaining part of Gallia Belgica was divided into 
Belgica Prima in the eastern area of the Treveri, Mediomatrici and Leuci, around 
Luxembourg and the Ardennes, and Belgica Secunda between the English channel and 
the upper Meuse. 


The capital of Belgica Prima, Trier, became an important late western Roman capital. 


Part of a series on the 


History of Belgium 


Part of a series on the 


History of Luxembourg 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carausius 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carausian revolt 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gallia_ Belgica 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of Luxembourg 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duchy_ of Lorraine 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_ of Wittelsbach 


history, holy roman empire: Europe after the 
1738 Treaty of Vienna, which concluded the war. 


Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth 
a Volhynia 


b o on 


Europe after the 1738 Treaty of Vienna, which concluded the war 


Europe after the 1738 Treaty of Vienna, which concluded the war (look more into this. 
needs verfication, | guess. Not really, but i need to know I guess because this map is 
really helpful for understanding the power dynamics that existed during this important, 
but little understodd, time period) 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Europe 1740 en.pn 


This article is about the 18th-century conflict. For the 16th-century conflict, see War of 
the Polish Succession (1587-88). For the 14th-century conflict, see Greater Poland Civil 
War. 


This also shows the politics that fueled power dynamics behind the eventual ‘partition’ 
of poland. You also learn how poland was highly influenced by outside, more powerful 
nations, similar to a client state today. 


The War of the Polish Succession (Polish: Wojna o sukcesję polska; 1733-35) was a 
major European conflict sparked by a Polish civil war over the succession to Augustus II 
of Poland, which the other European powers widened in pursuit of their own national 
interests. France and Spain, the two Bourbon powers, attempted to test the power of 
the Austrian Habsburgs in Western Europe, as did the Kingdom of Prussia, 

whilst Saxony and Russia mobilized to support the eventual Polish victor. The fighting in 
Poland resulted in the accession of Augustus III, who in addition to Russia and Saxony, 
was politically supported by the Habsburgs. 


The war's major military campaigns and battles occurred outside of Poland. The 
Bourbons, supported by Charles Emmanuel Ill of Sardinia, moved against isolated 
Habsburg territories. In the Rhineland, France successfully took the Duchy of Lorraine, 
and in Italy, Spain regained control over the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily lost in 

the War of the Spanish Succession, while territorial gains in northern Italy were limited 
despite bloody campaigning. Great Britain's unwillingness to support Habsburg Austria 
demonstrated the infirmity of the Anglo-Austrian Alliance. 


Although a preliminary peace was reached in 1735, the war was formally ended with 
the Treaty of Vienna (1738), in which Augustus III was confirmed as king of Poland and 
his opponent Stanislaus | was awarded the Duchy of Lorraine and Duchy of Bar, then 
both fiefs of the Holy Roman Empire. Francis Stephen, the duke of Lorraine, was given 
the Grand Duchy of Tuscany in compensation for the loss of Lorraine. The Duchy of 
Parma went to Austria whereas Charles of Parma took the crowns of Naples and Sicily. 
Most of the territorial gains were in favor of the Bourbons, as the Duchies of Lorraine 
and Bar went from being fiefs of the Holy Roman Empire to that of France, while the 
Spanish Bourbons gained two new kingdoms in the form of Naples and Sicily. The 
Austrian Habsburgs, for their part, received two Italian duchies in return, though Parma 
would soon revert to Bourbon control. Tuscany would be held by the Habsburgs until the 
Napoleonic era. 


The war proved disastrous for Polish independence, and re-affirmed that the affairs of 
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, including the election of the King himself, would 
be controlled by the other great powers of Europe. After August III, there would only be 
one more king of Poland, Stanislas || August, himself a puppet of the Russians, and 
ultimately Poland would be divided up by its neighbors and cease to exist as a 
sovereign state by the end of the 18th century. Poland also surrendered claims 

to Livonia and direct control over the Duchy of Courland and Semigallia, which, although 
remaining a Polish fief, was not integrated into Poland proper and came under strong 
Russian influence which only ended with the fall of the Russian Empire in 1917. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of the Polish Succession 


WAR OF THE POLISH SUCCESSION (1733-1738) 
On the death in 1733 of Augustus II of Poland (known as August 
the Strong, 1670-1733) there were two principal claimants to 
the throne. First, his son, Augustus Ill of Saxony (1696-1763), 


supported by Austria and Russia. Second, Stanistaw Leszczyński 
(1677-1766), the father-in-law of Louis XV (Supported by 
France, Spain and Sardinia). The ensuing war was fought in 
Poland, along the Rhine and in Italy. The war was ended in 
1738 by the Treaty of Vienna. Stanistaw, who had seized the 
throne in 1733, relinquished it and was made Duke of Lorraine 
while retaining the title King of Poland, and Augustus was 
recognised as Augustus III of Poland. 


The manuscript and printed maps in this section include several 
accomplished surveys and maps of the lands to either side of 
long stretches of the Rhine and other rivers, as well as parts of 
Italy. 


https://militarymaps.rct.uk/war-of-the-polish-succession-1 733-8 


Stats, journal: Digital rights management 
(DRM) is the management of legal access to 
digital content. Various tools or technological 
protection measures (TPM)[1] like access 
control technologies, can restrict the use of 
proprietary hardware and copyrighted works.|[2] 


Found from reading about project muse, described on wikipedia as the 


operator of what is known as a "third-party acquisition service:", similar 
to EBSCO, JSTOR, OverDrive, or ProQuest.“ 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project MUSE 


Digital rights management (DRM) is the management of legal access to digital 
content. Various tools or technological protection measures (TPM) like access 
control technologies, can restrict the use of proprietary 

hardware and copyrighted works. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_rights_ management 


I'll read the full story in a bit. might help for understanding this whole JSTOR issue you 
keep running into on wikipedia. It's amazing that they cite a source, then make it 
impossible to read without paying 60 bucks for the whole book -- which many times you 


only require for one quote -- or worse, needing an instiutional access code, something 
that, and I'm not ocmpletely sure on this, but I'm pretty sure, you can only acquire 
through going to an accredited university, which would, of ocurse, require someone to 
pay 25 k or osmething fucked like that. So in essense, unattainable to average person. 
@We're talking knoewledge here. Old knowledge, many time. Trust me, I've seen it 
myself many times. 


Closing the Gap Between University Presses and 
Libraries 


Two leading university presses are changing the way 
they sell their digital collections to libraries -- cutting 


out the middlemen. Will others follow suit? 
Lindsay McKenzie 


October 18, 2018 


MIT Press and the University of Michigan Press have both announced 
plans to start selling their ebook collections directly to libraries by 
creating their own distribution platforms. 


The publishers previously did not have a mechanism for selling to 
institutions directly. Instead, access to ebooks was largely brokered 
through third-party acquisition services such as EBSCO, ProQuest, 
OverDrive, Project Muse and JSTOR. 


Amy Brand, director of MIT Press, said she had been thinking about 
how to move away from these third-party platforms, known as 
aggregators, for some time. 


“We determined that the MIT Press brand was prestigious enough, 
and that the collection was large enough, that we could go it on our 
own," she said. 


Not only do these platforms take a “significant percentage” of the 
revenue from ebook sales, they also create a barrier between 
university presses and their customers, said Brand. She’d like to 
build a closer relationship with the libraries that purchase from MIT 
Press and also gain more insight into how they use the content they 
buy. Detailed customer usage data is not always made available to 
publishers from aggregators, she said. 


MIT Press's new distribution platform, called MIT Press Direct, is 
being developed by a company called Silverchair and will launch in 
beta this December. 


Terry Ehling, director for strategic initiatives at MIT Press, said the 
new platform would give the press greater flexibility in what it can 
publish. 


“Having our own platform allows us to create new products and new 
services around those products,” said Ehling. "We can control the 
delivery and the look and feel of our products. That was very 
appealing to us." 


Developing its own platform means MIT Press can set its own terms 
for how content is used, said Brand. For example, there will be no 
limit on the number of people who can access one ebook at a time -- 
a common restriction on content sold through aggregators. 


The University of Michigan Press is planning to offer its ebook 
collection directly to libraries in the next few months. Charles 
Watkinson, director of the press, said the ebook collection will 
launch in January 2019 on Fulcrum -- an open-source publishing 
platform being developed with funding from the Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation. 


“For us, it’s very much about taking back some control of our digital 
content,” said Watkinson. It was “impossible” to sell some of the 
publisher's more experimental content, such as this ebook with 3-D 
modeling, through the aggregators’ platforms, said Watkinson. 


Like Brand, Watkinson worried that his organization “simply lost 
touch with the library market.” 


“Despite being based in a library at the University of Michigan, we 
no longer have a good sense of what our most important companies 
are thinking and needing, and by extension what their faculty and 
student users are interested in,” he said. 


The University of Michigan Press will continue to offer access to 
individual titles through JSTOR, Project Muse, ProQuest, EBSCO and 
OverDrive, said Watkinson. “But we’ll only offer our comprehensive 
collection of scholarly ebooks directly,” he said. 


Both MIT Press and the University of Michigan Press will offer tiered 
pricing structures for their collections -- with prices corresponding to 
the size of the institutions buying the books. Ehling said that MIT 
Press has not yet finalized pricing for its collections, but plans to do 
so by mid-December. 


Watkinson said that the list price for the University of Michigan 
ebook collection would be $6,800, but university libraries will pay 
between $694 and $5,780 per year based on their size. For this 
price, the libraries will get perpetual access to all titles published in 
2019, and a year's access to approximately 1,000 titles in the 
publisher's back catalog. Watkinson said the press expects to 
publish at least 80 titles in 2019. 


By taking control of the distribution of their ebook collections, MIT 
Press and the University of Michigan Press will soon join a very 
select group of university presses that sell their collections directly 
to libraries -- including the presses of Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities in Britain and Duke University in North Carolina. 


Allison Belan, assistant director for digital strategy at Duke 
University Press, said Duke has been selling its ebook collection 
directly to libraries since 2008. The press already had a sales team 
that sold journal access to libraries, so it “wasn’t a huge leap” to do 
the same for ebooks, she said. 


One of the biggest barriers to other universities selling their 
collections directly to libraries is cost. Many university presses don’t 
have the money to invest in platforms or sales teams. 


“There’s a big investment for a university press to sell bundles 
directly,” Belan said. 


Peter Berkery, executive director of the Association of University 
Presses, Said it was too soon to describe the movement as a trend. 
“There’s a lot of experimentation,” he said, noting the unlikeliness 
of all university presses deciding to start selling directly to 
customers any time soon. Many university presses will be watching 
the progress of MIT and Michigan’s efforts with interest, however. 


“Whenever MIT or Michigan do something, people pay attention,” 
said Berkery. 


Frank Smith, director of books at JSTOR, said he is pleased to see 
university presses experimenting. He thinks there is enough 
diversity of opinion and business models in the sector that there will 
always be some university presses that want to work with 
aggregators. 


Joseph Esposito, senior partner at publishing consultancy Clarke & 
Esposito, also believes more university presses trying to sell their 
ebooks directly to libraries is a good thing. But notes it is a “tough 
market” with lots of competition. 


“Will libraries buy books directly from an individual university press, 
or do the libraries experience such administrative efficiency by 
going through [third-party acquisition services] that the university 
presses will only be able to get a small number of customers?” he 
asked. 


Rick Anderson, associate dean for collections and scholarly 
communication at the Marriott Library at the University of Utah, said 
whether libraries choose to work directly with university presses or 
not will likely come down to a question of scale. 


It will be “relatively easy” to work with larger presses like MIT Press 
or the University of Michigan Press, but “if we had to deal with all 
university presses individually, that would be a problem,” he said. 


Smaller university presses could, however, offer “deep discounts in 
return for direct dealing,” said Anderson. “My door is always open to 
a publisher that wants to talk about discounts. We might be willing 
to invest more staff time if the price is right.” 


The market for ebooks is changing, said Watkinson, of Michigan. 
Constrained budgets mean some libraries prefer to buy ebooks ona 
title by title basis, rather than purchasing whole collections. He 
thinks only about 100 libraries will purchase the University of 
Michigan Press ebook collection. 


“We are targeting a high-end group,” he said. 


Journal: 1.7 bottles of a standard 80-proof liquor 
per person, per week: that's how much alcohol 
people in the United States were drinking in 
1830. Sounds like the Wild West was Wild 
Drunk. Could have played a big part in all the 
shoot outs back then--that, and the fact that 


they didn't even have finger-printing, let alone 
the camera's watching everyone, and everything, 
today. 


The 1800s: When Americans Drank Whiskey Like it was Water 

With all of that said, though, there’s one aspect of the road to Prohibition that is 
undeniable, and that’s the American appetite for alcohol. In short: We have oftentimes 
been a nation of drunks, but by today’s standards, average alcohol consumption in 
large parts of the 19th century U.S.A. was almost beyond rational belief. You will likely 
find it hard to accept as a fact just how much booze the average American was 
consuming in the first half of the 1800’s. The figures are almost cartoonishly high, so 
let’s consider how we got there first. 

By 1830, alcohol consumption reached its peak at a truly outlandish 7 gallons of ethanol 
a year per capita. Via Okrent: 

In modern terms, those seven gallons are the equivalent of 1.7 bottles of a standard 80- 


proof liquor per person, per week— https://www.pastemagazine.com/drink/alcohol- 
history/the-1800s-when-americans- drank-whiskey-like-it-was/ 


Stats, government: feb28 China Top 3 Trading 
Partners: The E.U., U.S.A, and South Korea 


tech: “The beauty of the Apple model is that they'll continue to make their chips faster 
than any other hardware company, selling the benefits of speed for decades to come,” 
Gene Munster, managing partner at Loup Ventures, wrote in an analyst note. “When it 
comes to retaining customers and growing Mac revenue, speed is the gift that keeps 
giving.” https://finance.yahoo.com/news/apple-wants-to- 


control-everything-from-its-chips-to-screens- 193041594.html 
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rs. Huawei's market share reached up to 20 percent in previous years, however, 
strong performances from rivals and the effects of the U.S. trade ban have since 
seen Huawei fall outside the list of top five vendors by smartphone shipments. 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/271496/global-market-share-held-by- 
smartphone-vendors-since-4th-quarter-2009/ 


In a meeting with reporters last year, Kyung Kye-hyun, head of Samsung 
Electronics’ semiconductor business, expressed concern about “difficulties in 
the long run when we have to put new equipment into our factory in China”. 
Kyung also said South Korea should seek “understanding” from China, the 
country’s biggest trading partner 

In South Korea, Japan and Taiwan, the US push to hobble China’s tech 
advancement has presented challenges. 

South Korea’s Samsung and SK Hynix, which together lead global production of 
memory chips, and Taiwan’s TSMC, the No 1 player in non-memory chips, all 
operate production facilities in China. 


Japan, another US ally and home to some of the world’s leading semiconductor 
materials producers and equipment makers, last year exported more than one- 
third of its manufacturing equipment to China. In a meeting with reporters last 
year, Kyung Kye-hyun, head of Samsung Electronics’ semiconductor business, 
expressed concern about “difficulties in the long run when we have to put new 
equipment into our factory in China”. 

Kyung also said South Korea should seek “understanding” from China, the 
country’s biggest trading partner, before joining a proposed “Chip 4 alliance” 
comprising the US, South Korea, Taiwan and Japan. 

In August, Biden signed the Chips and Science Act, which highlighted how the 
US relies on East Asia for 75 percent of its semiconductors. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2023/1/5/us- bid-to-hobble-chinas-chips- 
spells-friend-south- korea-taiwan?traffic_ source=KeepReading 

tech: "According to market research firm Gartner, in Q4 2022, Apple’s Mac line 
of desktops and laptops made up just 10.7% of the global market. That’s below 
the likes of Dell at 16.7%, HP at 20.2%, and Lenovo at 24%. " 

https://finance. yahoo.com/news/apple-wants-to- 


control-everything-from-its-chips-to-screens- 193041594.html 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_the largest_trading_partners_of_China 


war, markets: janl9 Seoul, South Korea: biden visits samsung, South Korea’s 
biggest conglomerate 

“Semiconductors power our economies and enable our modern lives, from our 
automobiles to our smartphones to medical diagnostic equipment,” Biden said 
at the factory before touting chips as the next frontier in the alliance between 
the US and South Korea that dates back to the 1950-1953 Korean War. 

“And by uniting our skills and our technological know-how, it allows the 
production of chips that are critical to both our countries and are essential - 
essential - sectors of our global economy.” 


But several months removed from that visit, the picture of mutually beneficial 
cooperation presented by Biden is being complicated by US measures to both 
restore its own manufacturing base and confront China. 

Even as Washington tries to recruit Asian allies and partners to join the 
pushback against Beijing, its turn towards 


The Biden administration has halted the provision of licenses for US companies 
to export technology to Huawei, as it moves closer to imposing a total ban on 
the sale of American technology to the Chinese telecom equipment maker. 


sanctions, china, government: US Halts New 
Licenses For Export To Huawei 


Rome, history, journal: key point about roman 
backlash in the early days of the barnarian 
insurrection that lead to the eventual fall of the 


empire. 

Fleeing before the advance of the Huns, the Vandals, Suebi, and Alans launched an 
attack across the frozen Rhine near Mainz; on 31 December 406, the frontier gave way 
and these tribes surged into Roman Gaul. There soon followed the Burgundians and 
bands of the Alamanni. In the fit of anti-barbarian hysteria which followed, the Western 
Roman Emperor Honorius had Stilicho summarily beheaded (408). Stilicho submitted his 
neck, "with a firmness not unworthy of the last of the Roman generals", wrote Gibbon. 
Honorius was left with only worthless courtiers to advise him. In 410, the Visigoths led 
by Alaric | captured the city of Rome and for three days fire and slaughter ensued as 
bodies filled the streets, palaces were stripped of their valuables, and the invaders 
interrogated and tortured those citizens thought to have hidden wealth. As newly 
converted Christians, the Goths respected church property, but those who found 
sanctuary in the Vatican and in other churches were the fortunate few. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early Middle Ages 


rome, justinian, wiki says estimates as high as 
200 million deaths for plague outbreaks in 


europe. 
The Romans had practiced two-field agriculture, with a crop grown in one field and the 
other left fallow and ploughed under to eliminate weeds. Systematic agriculture largely 
disappeared and yields declined. It is estimated that the Plague of Justinian which began 
in 541 and recurred periodically for 150 years thereafter killed as many as 100 million 


people across the world.“242|, Some historians such as Josiah C. Russell (1958) have 
suggested a total European population loss of 50 to 60 per cent between 541 and 700. 
u After the year 750, major epidemic diseases did not appear again in Europe until 

the Black Death of the 14th century. The disease smallpox, which was eradicated in the 
late 20th century, did not definitively enter Western Europe until about 581 when 
Bishop Gregory of Tours provided an eyewitness account that describes the 
characteristic findings of smallpox.“2 Waves of epidemics wiped out large rural 
populations.“ Most of the details about the epidemics are lost, probably due to the 
scarcity of surviving written records. 

For almost a thousand years, Rome was the most politically important, richest and 
largest city in Europe.“4 Around 100 AD, it had a population of about 450,000,"" 


declined to a mere 20,000 during the Early Middle Ages, reducing the sprawling city to 
groups of inhabited buildings interspersed among large areas of ruins and vegetation.. 


rome, history, germany, holy roman empire: the 
roman empire permanently split after 
theodosius' death transfered power to his two 
sons 


As political power shifted to Constantinople, the church gradually replaced the declining 
civil authority at Rome. Meanwhile, the Germanic tribes, who lived along the northern 
borders of the empire and who had long been recruited to serve as mercenaries in the 
Roman army, began to emerge as powerful political and military forces in their own 
right. In the 370s, the Huns, horsemen from the Eurasian steppe, invaded areas along 
the Danube River, driving many of the Germanic tribes—including the Visigoths—into 
the Roman provinces. What began as a controlled resettlement of barbarians within the 
empire’s borders ended as an invasion. The emperor Valens was killed by the Visigoths 
at Adrianople in 378 A.D., and the succeeding emperor, Theodosius | (r. 379-395 A.D.), 
conducted campaigns against them, but failed to evict them from the empire. In 391 
A.D., Theodosius ordered the closing of all temples and banned all forms of pagan cult. 
After his death in 395 A.D., the empire was divided between his sons, Honorius 
(Western Roman emperor) and Arcadius (Eastern Roman emperor). The West, 
separated from the East, could not long survive the incessant barbarian invasions. The 
Visigoth Alaric sacked Rome in 410 A.D. and, in 476 A.D., the German Odovacer 
advanced on the city and deposed Romulus Augustulus (r. 475-476 A.D.), commonly 
known as the last Roman emperor of the West. Odovacer became, in effect, king of 
Rome until 493 A.D., when Theodoric the Great established the Ostrogothic kingdom in 
Italy. The Eastern Roman provinces survived the fall of the Western Roman Empire in 
476 A.D., developing into the Byzantine empire, which itself survived until 

the Ottoman capture of Constantinople in 1453. 


d_ . . 
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rome, history, germany, holy roman empire: the roman 
empire permanently split after theodosius' death 
transfered power to his two sons 


Journal: Ukraine suspends talks on EU 
trade pact as Putin wins tug of war, 
2013 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/ 
21/ukraine-suspends-preparations-eu-trade-pact 


This article completely changed my perspective 
of the whole Ukraine situation. Found it kind of 
late: jan20, and of this year, so only a few 
months ago really. 


Do other people know this? For me, someone 
who follows things pretty closely, I found it 
stood in the face of most of the narratives the 
United States has been pushing since the onset 
of the Ukraine conflict. According to this article, 
this isn't new at all, and Ukraine is more of a 
partner, rather than some idle victim of russia, 
with the EU acting as its sort of “knight in 
shining armer”. 


If anything, and especially when one considers 
the casualties today, NATO seems to be more of 
the agressor, at least to me after reading this 
article. 


Anyways, here it is if you haven't read it. If 
you've been following the ukraine situation 
closely--as most people today probably have--be 
prepared to rattled. What you are about to see 
looks nothing like a foul victim of russian 
interference, but more a geopolitically 
convenient trading partner: definitely not the 
kind of scenario that warrents risking WW3. 


https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/nov/ 
21/ukraine-suspends-preparations-eu-trade-pact 


Stats, journal, history: History, Germany: (paywall) Hate Speech and 
Identity Politics in Germany, 1848-1914 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43965202 


Journal, history, Germany: interesting quote I 
found about german inflation and how a 
standing chairman of general electric -- at least 
accoridng to this wiki -- drafted the plan that 
germany used to reduce their inflation while still 
being able to successfully handle their 


reparation payments. 

Foreign minister 1923-1929/edit] 

Stresemann remained as foreign minister in the government of his 
successor, Wilhelm Marx from the Centre Party. He remained foreign 
minister for the rest of his life in eight successive governments ranging 
from the centre-right to the centre-left. As foreign minister, Stresemann had 
numerous achievements. His first notable achievement was the Dawes Plan 
of 1924, which reduced Germany's overall reparations commitment and 
reorganized the Reichsbank. He appointed Hjalmar Schacht as the new 
President of the Reichsbank, who implemented the Dawes Plan and ended 
Weimar 

hyperinflation despite his reservations over Germany's growing foreign debt 
under Stresemann's economic policies.“4 The successful negotiation of the 
Dawes Plan provided hope for Streseman's foreign policy strategy 
emphasizing Germany's remaining economic soft power, since the creator of 


the plan Owen D. Young was the chairman of General Electric and a major 
trading partner with the German firm AEG." 


Stats, energy, government: feb28 The Dutch 
Title Transfer Facility (TTF): In the two decades 
since its inception trades at the TTF have grown 
exponentially and exceeded domestic volumes in 
the Netherlands fourteen-fold. This increase, 
helped by the rise of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), caused the TIF to overtake the UK's 
National Balancing Point (NBP) as Europe's 
biggest gas benchmark.[3] 

The volumes traded on the platform have grown exponentially over the past 


two decades, representing more than 14 times the amount of gas used by 
the Netherlands for domestic purposes. 


The rise of liquefied natural gas (LNG) helped the TTF take over the UK's 
National Balance Point (NBD) as the continent's gas benchmark. 


As in any other free marketplace, prices on the Dutch hub are determined by 
the fundamental economic rules of supply and demand. 


Products are invoiced in euros per megawatt-hour. 


Speculation fuels prices 


The TTF offers two main options for traders: they can either strike deals on 
the spot, meant for the immediate delivery and consumption of gas, or sign 
so-called futures contracts. 


Under a futures contract, the shipper and the buyer agree on a price at the 
very same time the deal is made, but the delivery and the payment take 
place at a later stage (for example, the following month). 


The agreement obliges the shipper to deliver the supplies and offers greater 
certainty for companies and governments. 


However, futures contracts are exposed to market speculation. 


As a general rule, market actors tend to assume the worst-case scenario in 
their dealings in order to be prepared for a negative outcome. 


Amid the Ukraine war, speculation about an imminent cut-off of Russian gas 
flows has been rife, leading to record-breaking prices on the TTF. 


Last week's futures trading closed at €339 per megawatt-hour, a 
stratospheric figure compared to the €27 registered a year ago. 


The latest announcements from Gazprom, Russia's state-controlled energy 
giant, have only fuelled fears among traders, who see flows of Russian gas 
dwindle at a dangerous pace. 


Meanwhile, EU countries are rushing to fill their gas storage facilities ahead 
of the winter. 


The shopping spree has increased demand and inevitably pushed prices 
further up, aS market actors realise governments are willing to foot the 
expensive bill to salvage the cold season. 


In the past few years, the Netherland’s Title Transfer Facility (TTF) overtook the UK’s 
National Balancing Point (NBP) to become the premier gas trading hub in Europe. TTF 
has gained favor over NBP largely due to its location closer to more markets, supply 
pipelines, plentiful storage, and also the Netherlands’ Gate LNG import terminal, which 
has become paramount given Europe’s growing need for imported gas. As imports have 
grown, so has TTF in terms of its volume and its liquidity — a trend that is expected to 
continue as the European gas market evolves. TTF now shares the stage with Henry 
Hub and the Japan Korea Marker (JKM) as one of the key global benchmarks for LNG and 
natural gas. Though traders use TTF as a price index for LNG, much like its cross- 
Atlantic peer, Henry Hub, TTF is also heavily influenced by regional pipeline gas and 
storage levels. Today, we'll look at the history of Europe’s premier natural gas index 
and the fundamentals affecting it. 


RBN is pleased to announce that today’s blog was prompted by one of the winning 
submissions in our first-ever blog writing competition held for students in Texas A&M’s 
Trading Risk & Investment Program (TRIP). For more about the contest and links to 
other top entries, click here. 


LNG exports have fast become a major influence on U.S. natural gas market dynamics, 
and likewise, the global market is increasingly impacted by LNG exported from the U.S. 
As we've discussed often in the RBN blogosphere, including An LNG Market for All 
Seasons, the top two destination markets are consistently Europe and Asia. But while 
spot Asian LNG has increasingly been priced based on JKM, the price marker used for 
indexing LNG deliveries to Europe has recently been in flux. 


Up until 15 years ago, the majority of European natural gas was indexed off of crude oil, 
often with multi-year arrangements. Using crude as an index provided the price 
certainty needed to attract buyers and sellers as market participants could tap into the 


advantages offered by a robust and well-documented crude futures market. But as the 
European gas market has evolved, it has been able to wean itself off oil indexing. In 
2005, over 90% of European gas imports were indexed to oil. This figure declined to 
60% by 2012, 40% by 2015, and to only 25% by 2019, according to data from the 
International Energy Agency (IEA). The ability of natural gas to trade independently 
from oil is a sign that the European gas market has matured and developed the 
mechanisms to allow for active trading and price discovery. 


robnenergydotcom/youre-the-best-around-how-ttf-became-a-premier-natural-gas-trading- 
hub-and-global-benchmark 


.euronewsdotcom/my-europe/2022/08/30/energy-crisis-how-a-dutch-virtual-market-sets- 
gas-prices-for-the-whole-of-europe 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Title Transfer Facility 


Stats, markets, government: The Chinese 
property market is likely the largest asset class 
in the world, says 62 trillion for residiential vs 
34 trillion residential in the united states.. 


Bottom line, the January loan and credit data came red hot as we expected and 
as China warned, clearly expecting this outcome and hinting that there is much 
more to come (no surprise that the PBOC released more than lItrillion yuan in 
new liquidity in just the past three days). The acceleration in bank loans 
reflected policy support - commercial banks extended more loans to property 
developers after the "property 16 measures", and policy banks' credit facility 
targeting at infrastructure investment in recent months likely also added to 
overall RMB loan growth. At the same time, the sharp upward reversal in TSF 
growth indicates that Beijing has fully capitulated when it comes to new 
containing the next credit bubble and is now pursuing it wholeheartedly as it 
hopes to reverse three years of subdued growth by China's economy during its 
Zero Covid nightmare. 


The question is how soon and how extensively China's massive credit impulse 
reboot will flood the world. One thing is clear: the burst higher in credit will lead 
to an even more powerful bounce in Chinese stocks in the near term. 


How widely that spreads across the globe remains to be seen and will be a 
function of how much inflation China manages to export to the world in the next 
year. This a topic we discussed in "Nikileaks Spooks Markets That Chinese 
Reopening May Be Inflationary, But Wall Street Disagrees." But what is perhaps 


most important is that the wobbly foundation of the world's biggest asset bubble 
- China's property market.. 


The Chinese property market is likely the largest asset class in the world 
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... İs about to be reinforced with monetary concrete, as discussed in "In Huge 
Policy Reversal, China Will Ease "Three Red Lines" Rule To Kickstart World's 
Biggest Asset Bubble", and not long after expect all global "high beta" asset 
classes to follow suit. 


War, Erdogan, iran, middle east: feb10 israel 
bombins in syria, recent.. 


Holy roman empire, government, history, Germany: feb28 The first welfare state was 
Imperial Germany (1871-1918), where the Bismarck government introduced social 
security in 1889.22 In the early 20th century, the United Kingdom introduced social 
security around 1913, and adopted the welfare state with the National Insurance Act 
1946, during the Attlee government (1945-51).24 In the countries of western Europe, 
Australia, and New Zealand, social welfare is mainly provided by the government out of 
the national tax revenues, and to a lesser extent 

by non-government organizations (NGOs), and charities (social and religious).“4 A right 
to social security and an adequate standard of living is asserted in Articles 22 and 25 of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


The idea was first put forward, at Bismarck's behest, in 1881 by Germany's Emperor, 
William the First, in a ground-breaking letter to the German Parliament. William wrote: 
“those who are disabled from work by age and invalidity have a well-grounded claim 
to care from the state." 

Bismarck was motivated to introduce social insurance in Germany both in order to 
promote the well-being of workers in order to keep the German economy operating at 
maximum efficiency, and to stave-off calls for more radical socialist alternatives. 
Despite his impeccable right-wing credentials, Bismarck would be called a socialist for 
introducing these programs, as would President Roosevelt 70 years later. In his own 
speech to the Reichstag during the 1881 debates, Bismarck would reply: "Call it 
socialism or whatever you like. It is the same to me." 


They would add unemployment insurance in 1927, making their system complete. 


The German system provided contributory retirement benefits and disability benefits as 
well. Participation was mandatory and contributions were taken from the employee, the 
employer and the government. Coupled with the workers' compensation program 
established in 1884 and the "sickness" insurance enacted the year before, this gave the 
Germans a comprehensive system of income security based on social insurance 
principles. (They would add unemployment insurance in 1927, making their system 
complete.) 


Check if this myth is actually a thing.. 


One persistent myth about the German program is that it adopted age 65 as the 
standard retirement age because that was Bismarck's age. This myth is important 
because Germany was one of the models America looked to in designing its own Social 
Security plan; and the myth is that America adopted age 65 as the age for retirement 
benefits because this was the age adopted by Germany when they created their 
program. In fact, Germany initially set age 70 as the retirement age (and Bismarck 
himself was 74 at the time) and it was not until 27 years later (in 1916) that the age 
was lowered to 65. By that time, Bismarck had been dead for 18 years. 

President Roosevelt’s New Deal By Catherine A. Paul 

“| pledge you, | pledge myself, to a new deal for the American people.” - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 


Franklin Delano Roosevelt Photo: FDR Library 

The New Deal was enacted from 1933 to 1939 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
provide immediate economic relief from the Great Depression and to address necessary 
reforms in industry, agriculture, finance, water power, labor, and housing. The New Deal 
was grounded in the belief that the power of the federal government was needed to lift 


America from the Great Depression (Library of Congress, n.d.). These programs signaled 
both an expansion of federal power and a transformation in the relationship between 
the federal government and the American people (Hopkins, 2011). 


Public Works Administration Project: Bonneville Power and Navigation Dam, Oregon 
Photo: National Archives and Records Administration ID: 195806 

Many of the New Deal policies were enacted in the first three months of President 
Roosevelt’s time in office, which became known as the “Hundred Days.” Roosevelt’s 
first objective was to address widespread unemployment by establishing agencies such 
as the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 
Such agencies dispensed emergency and short-term government aid and provided 
temporary jobs, such as work on construction projects and national forests (New Deal, 
n.d.). 

Before 1935, the New Deal’s primary focus was on revitalizing business and agricultural 
communities. The National Recovery Administration (NRA) shaped industrial regulations 
governing trade practices, wages, hours, child labor, and collective bargaining. 
Moreover, the New Deal sought to regulate the country’s financial hierarchy to prevent 
another incident like the stock market crash of 1929 and the bank failures that followed. 
The Federal 

Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) granted federal insurance for bank deposits in 
Federal Reserve System member banks, and the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) protected 


individuals from fraudulent stock market practices. The Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration (AAA) controlled the production of staple crops through cash subsidies to 
farmers in order to raise prices, and the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA) covered seven states to supply cheap electricity, prevent floods, improve 
navigation, and produce nitrates (New Deal, n.d.). 


Public Works Administration Project: Bonneville Power and Navigation Dam, Oregon 
Photo: National Archives and Records Administration ID: 195806 

Many of the New Deal policies were enacted in the first three months of President 
Roosevelt’s time in office, which became known as the “Hundred Days.” Roosevelt’s 
first objective was to address widespread unemployment by establishing agencies such 
as the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 
Such agencies dispensed emergency and short-term government aid and provided 
temporary jobs, such as work on construction projects and national forests (New Deal, 
n.d.). 

Before 1935, the New Deal’s primary focus was on revitalizing business and agricultural 
communities. The National Recovery Administration (NRA) shaped industrial regulations 
governing trade practices, wages, hours, child labor, and collective bargaining. 
Moreover, the New Deal sought to regulate the country’s financial hierarchy to prevent 
another incident like the stock market crash of 1929 and the bank failures that followed. 
The Federal 

Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) granted federal insurance for bank deposits in 
Federal Reserve System member banks, and the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) protected 


individuals from fraudulent stock market practices. The Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration (AAA) controlled the production of staple crops through cash subsidies to 
farmers in order to raise prices, and the Tennessee Valley Authority 


(TVA) covered seven states to supply cheap electricity, prevent floods, improve 
navigation, and produce nitrates (New Deal, n.d.). 


government, history: In 1935, the New Deal 
shifted its attention to labor and urban groups. 
The Wagner Act increased the authority of the 
federal government in industrial relations and 
gave further organizing power to labor unions 
under the execution of the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB). In addition, one of the 
most notable New Deal programs, the Social 
Security Board (SSB), was enacted in 1935 and 
1939, providing benefits to the elderly and to 
widows, unemployment compensation, and 
disability insurance. Moreover, maximum 
working hours and a minimum wage were set in 


some industries in 1938 

individuals from fraudulent stock market practices. The Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration (AAA) controlled the production of staple crops through cash subsidies to 
farmers in order to raise prices, and the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA) covered seven states to supply cheap electricity, prevent floods, improve 
navigation, and produce nitrates (New Deal, n.d.). 

1935 New Deal parody cartoon by Vaughn Shoemaker Photo: Public Domain 

In 1935, the New Deal shifted its attention to labor and urban groups. The Wagner Act 
increased the authority of the federal government in industrial relations and gave 
further organizing power to labor unions under the execution of the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB). In addition, one of the most notable New Deal programs, the 
Social Security Board (SSB), was enacted in 1935 and 1939, providing benefits to the 
elderly and to widows, unemployment compensation, and disability insurance. 
Moreover, 

maximum working hours and a minimum wage were set in some industries in 1938 
(New Deal, n.d.). 


stats, government: feb28 Communism’s 
problems with SOE's are likely still 
demonstrated in some areas of the U.S. 
economy, where through years of mergers and 


acquisitions, many of their industries have 
become dominated by corporations just as large 
as those seen in communist countries like 
China. To add to the problem, many of America’s 
fortune 500 -- like JPM in the financial services 
sector, or google in the tech sector -- recieve 
massive subsidies -- usually in the form of anti- 
competitive government regulation, rather than 
the usual government tax breaks most are used 


to seeing the headlines. 
" due to the credit system in China, liquidity does not always flow to where it is most 
needed. The banking system reflexively tends to favor the SOE sector, 


often leaving the weaker parts of the economy like the household and non-state 
corporate sector starved of much-needed fiscal assistance. 

But when broad money growth begins to rise in real terms, this is normally a good sign 
credit is beginning to flow more freely to all corners of the economy. This is what we are 
now seeing, with year-on-year 

M1 growth rising to 6.7% from 3.7% last month, and real M1 now at 4.6%, its highest 
since late 2021." 


Silicon Valley 
Watcher 


Ex-Financial Times Journalist Tom Foremski @ the 
Collision of Technology and Media 


February 
17, 
2010 


Google's Billions In 
Internet Subsidies... 


Google is the world's single largest user of Internet bandwidth. But 
it doesn't have to pay for most of the bandwidth it consumes, in the 
form of its spiderbots copying web pages, and YouTube video 
streams. 


A study in December 2008 estimated Google's 'free' bandwidth use 
to be about $6.9 billion, today it could be double that amount. 
[Precursor study- December 2008] 


Scott Cleland, head of Precursor, is a leading Google critic 
especially of its position supporting net neutrality. Google has been 
lobbying the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to 
maintain net neutrality regulations, which prevent Telcos from 
charging companies for bandwidth based on usage. He claims that 
Google is pushing net neutrality because it is the biggest 
beneficiary of such rules. 


This is from his post: How much should Google be subsidized? | The 
Precursor Blog by Scott Cleland 


- Google is world's largest Internet user and uses 21 times more 
bandwidth than it pays for. 


- Google's lobbying for open access restrictions on auction of 700 
Mhz spectrum resulted in $7 billion less money for the US treasury. 


- Google received $89 million in taxpayer subsidies from the state 
of North Carolina to build a data center. It does not disclose 
subsidies received from other data center sites. 


- Google's recent push for 1 gigabit networks could force other 
Telcos to also offer similar networks. Yet Google would be the 
biggest beneficiary of such high speed networks. 


- Google is lobbying the FCC over what broadband providers can 
charge consumers because it takes attention away from its own 
massive use of Internet bandwidth. 


Google's massive hidden implicit subsidy in the FCC's proposed 
open Internet regulations is that it is acceptable for broadband 
providers to charge consumers more for faster service, but it is 
unacceptable for broadband providers to charge web companies 
like Google more for more speed. 


He makes the point: 


Why should a consumer have to pay more for more broadband 
speed and capacity, but Google should not? 


Mr Cleland's criticism of Google comes from his long standing 
position representing the Telcos and their ability to charge 
companies such as Google for bandwidth use. 


Both Google and the Telcos are spending a lot of money trying to 


influence the FCC. [Google Spends Millions To Influence 
Washington] 


While Google might be protected in the US from such charges, at 
least for now, that might change in other countries. Recently, 
Spanish Telco Telefonica spoke about charging Google. 


Google has called Mr Cleland a "payola pundit" because of his Telco 
funding. 


It's clear that Google has made an enemy of the Telcos, both in its 
net neutrality lobbying and because of its mobile strategy. 


Please see: 


Analysis: GOOG Messes Up Mobile Strategy As Jittery Telcos Fear 
Becoming "Dumb Pipes" 


Goldman Sachs has long been one of the most powerful and 
respected banks in the country, but its reputation has taken a 
serious hit since the financial crisis. The firm's CEO, Lloyd 
Blankfein, has been publicly flogged by lawmakers and recently 
testified in an insider trading case. 


William Cohan, author of Money and Power: How Goldman Sachs 
Came to Rule the World, says the Wall Street firm's involvement in 
financial scandals isn't anything new, even if people don't seem to 
remember past incidents. 


‘For many years, the firm was constantly in and out of trouble," he 
tells Renee Montagne on Morning Edition. "In 1929-1930, they 
created the Goldman Sachs trading corporation that nearly 
bankrupted all the investors that invested in it; it was a bit ofa 
ponzi scheme." 

In the 1940s, Cohan says, the firm was involved in an antitrust 
lawsuit by the Justice Department that could have put it out of 
business had the decision gone the other way, and it was also 
involved in the bankruptcy of Penn Central railroad in 1970. 

"I would say its reputation for pristine excellence — the envy of 
Wall Street, if you will — has really been in and around since the 
1980s," Cohan says. 


The scandal that many people do remember nowadays comes from 
the financial crisis of 2008. In September of that year, it looked like 
"all of Wall Street was literally imploding overnight," Cohan says, 
with Goldman Sachs and Morgan Stanley the last two remaining 
firms. The Federal Reserve decided to make those two bank holding 


companies, an unprecedented move that gave them access to the 
resources of the Federal Reserve. 


Because so many of its former bankers have gone into government 
work, Goldman Sachs has an unflattering nickname — Government 
Sachs. One of the founding partners of the firm, Henry Goldman, 
was asked by the Cabinet members who would create the Federal 
Reserve system in 1913 how he would go about doing it, Cohan 
says, and they mostly followed his lead. 


William Cohan was a managing director of JP Morgan Chase and now works as a 


contributing editor for Fortune. He lives in New York City. 


Cohan also points to Sidney Weinberg, a longtime Goldman Sachs 
partner, who advised presidents from Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
Eisenhower on financial matters. One day on the subway, Weinberg 
came up with the name of a man he thought should be Treasury 
secretary, Cohan says. Weinberg told Eisenhower, who had never 
heard of the man, and the president appointed him right away. 


‘This had been going on for a very, very long time, and just 
continued through every senior partner of Goldman Sachs up until 
Hank Paulson, as we know, when he was named Treasury 
secretary," Cohan says. 


Unlike other firms that encourage their partners to stay around 
longer, Goldman Sachs has what Cohan calls an "up and out" 
mentality that encourages employees to leave after five to seven 
years. 

"They talk about public service, giving something back...and 
[having] a responsibility to make available their talents in many 
different parts of our society. And one of the ways to do that is of 
course through government service, and that is very different than 
other firms," Cohan says. 


nprdotorg/2011/04/11/135246269/goldman-sachs-long-history-of- 
money-and-power 


He acknowledges that all of Wall Street in general exerts a 
tremendous influence over Washington, D.C., in terms of helping to 
write the regulations of financial systems, but he argues that 
Goldman Sachs in particular has used its power. 

“Goldman Sachs especially has been very, very good at getting 
right up against that line of wrongdoing. They know exactly where 
that line is, and they're very careful most of the time to just stay on 
this side, and they help influence the way regulations are 
enforced," he says. 


Excerpt: ‘Money And Power' 


WILLIAM D. COHAN 


MONEY AND POWER 

BY WILLIAM D. COHAN 
HARDCOVER, 672 PAGES 
DOUBLEDAY 

LIST PRICE: $30.50 


The Pyrrhic Victory 


Wall Street has always been a dangerous place. Firms have been going in and out of 
business ever since speculators first gathered under a buttonwood tree near the 
southern tip of Manhattan in the late eighteenth century. Despite the ongoing risks, 
during great swaths of its mostly charmed 142 years, Goldman Sachs has been both 
envied and feared for having the best talent, the best clients, and the best political 
connections, and for its ability to alchemize them into extreme profitability and market 


prowess. 


Indeed, of the many ongoing mysteries about Goldman Sachs, one of the most 
overarching is just how it makes so much money, year in and year out, in good times 
and in bad, all the while revealing as little as possible to the outside world about how it 
does it. Another— equally confounding— mystery is the firm's steadfast, zealous belief 
in its ability to manage its multitude of internal and external conflicts better than any 


other beings on the planet. The combination of these two genetic strains— the ability 
to make boatloads of money at will and to appear to manage conflicts that have 


humbled, then humiliated lesser firms— has made Goldman Sachs the envy of its 
financial- services brethren. 


But it is also something else altogether: a symbol of immutable global power and 
unparalleled connections, which Goldman is shameless in exploiting for its own 
benefit, with little concern for how its success affects the rest of us. The firm has been 
described as everything from “a cunning cat that always lands on its feet" to, now 
famously, "a great vampire squid wrapped around the face of humanity, relentlessly 
jamming its blood funnel into anything that smells like money," by Rolling Stone writer 
Matt Taibbi. The firm's inexorable success leaves people wondering: Is Goldman Sachs 
better than everyone else, or have they found ways to win time and time again by 
cheating? 

But in the early twenty- first century, thanks to the fallout from Goldman's very 
success, the firm is looking increasingly vulnerable. To be sure, the firm has survived 
plenty of previous crises, starting with the Depression, when much of the firm's capital 
was lost in a scam of its own creation, and again in the late 1940s, when Goldman was 
one of seventeen Wall Street firms put on trial and accused of collusion by the federal 
government. In the past forty years, as a consequence of numerous scandals involving 


rogue traders, suicidal clients, and charges of insider trading, the firm has come far 
closer— repeatedly— to financial collapse than its reputation would attest. 


Each of these previous threats changed Goldman in some meaningful way and forced 
the firm to adapt to the new laws that either the market or regulators imposed. This 
time will be no different. What is different for Goldman now, though, is that for the first 
time since 1932— when Sidney Weinberg, then Goldman's senior partner, knew that 
he could quickly reach his friend, President- elect Franklin Delano Roosevelt— the firm 
no longer appears to have sympathetic high- level relationships in Washington. 
Goldman's friends in high places, so crucial to the firm's extraordinary success, are 
abandoning it. Indeed, in today's charged political climate, which is polarized along 
socioeconomic lines, Goldman seems particularly isolated and demonized. 


Certainly Lloyd Blankfein, Goldman's fifty-six- year- old chairman and CEO, has no 
friend in President Barack Obama, despite being invited to a recent state dinner for 
the president of China. According to Newsweek columnist Jonathan Alter's book The 
Promise, the “angriest" Obama got during his first year in office was when he heard 
Blankfein justify the firm's $16.2 billion of bonuses in 2009 by claiming "Goldman was 
never in danger of collapse" during the financial crisis that began in 2007. According 


to Alter, President Obama told a friend that Blankfein's statement was "flatly untrue" 
and added for good measure, "These guys want to be paid like rock stars when all 
they're doing is lip- synching capitalism." 

Complicating the firm's efforts to be better understood by the American public— a 
group Goldman has never cared to serve— is a long-standing reticence among many of 


the firm's current and former executives, bankers, and traders to engage with the 
media in a constructive way. Even retired Goldman partners feel compelled to check 
with the firm's disciplined administrative bureaucracy, run by John F. W. Rogers— a 
former chief of staff to James Baker, both at the White House and at the State 
Department— before agreeing to be interviewed. Most have likely signed 
confidentiality or nondisparagement agreements as a condition of their departures 
from the firm. Should they make themselves available, unlike bankers and traders at 
other firms— where self-aggrandizement in the press at the expense of colleagues is 
typical— Goldman types stay firmly on the message that what matters most is the 
Goldman team, not any one individual on it. 


"They're extremely disciplined," explained one private- equity executive who both 


competes and invests with Goldman. "They understand probably better than anybody 
how to never take the game face off. You'll never get a Goldman banker after three 
beers saying, 'You know, listen, my colleagues are [worthless].' They just don't do that 
the way other guys will, whether it's because they tend to keep the uniform on fora 
longer stretch of time so they're not prepared to damage their squad, or whether or 
not it's because they're afraid of crossing the powers that be, once they've taken the 
blood oath... they maintain that discipline in a kind of eerily successful way." 


Excerpted from Money and Power by William D. Cohan. Copyright 2011 by William D. 


Cohan. Excerpted by permission of Doubleday. All rights reserved. 
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nprdotorg/2011/04/11/135246269/goldman-sachs-long-history-of- 
money-and-power 


Many could argue today that large tech corporations in America have become similar to 
China’s state run SEO's, where CEO's can be “disappeared” for openly questioning 
government policy, and PRC boards have full access to all corporate operations. 


Is Wechat any different than Facebook? Maybe in the not-too-distant-past, but today? 
With the introduction of COVID lockdowns, Facebook now monitors and censors just like 
Chinese tech firms, even openly collaberating with U.S government agencies--the exact 
same thing the PRC forces companies like Tencent and and Alibaba to do to their 
customers. 


More here.. 


these days it’s BlackRock (BLK) that seems to be in tight with 
Treasury and State. Its lobbying effort, once non-existent, 


has picked up steam. And several senior hires at the company 
have come from the capital. 

We charted a few BlackRock employees path to the asset 
management firm, through various government agencies. A few 
notes: Ken Wilson left the Treasury Department in January 
2009, but did not join BlackRock until January 2010. Cheryl 
Mills is on the board of directors at BlackRock, and is the CEO 
of BlacklIvy and an advisor to the Clinton campaign. 


For more on government jobs, watch this Fortune video: 
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read later: How Goldman Sachs Helped Tear 
Denmark's Government Apart 


anish Prime Minister Helle Thorning-Schmidt scraped 
together votes Thursday to partially privatize the country’s state- 
owned energy company, but the controversial deal has fractured 


her governing coalition. 


The dispute over the deal prompted the Socialist People’s Party to 
quit the prime minister’s center-left coalition earlier in the day, 


Reuters reports. “It has been a dramatic 24 hours,” Socialist Party 
leader Annette Vilhelmsen said as she made the announcement. 
“We do not wish to be part of a government at all costs.” 


The deal allows a group of investors headed by Goldman Sachs 

to buy an 18 percent stake of Dong Energy for $1.5 billion, as part 
of a broader restructuring that will cut the utility’s costs, reduce 
debt and increase energy investments, according to Bloomberg. 


The sale proved especially divisive because of a provision that 
would give Goldman Sachs veto powers in key areas like 
management changes. It was opposed by 68 percent of Danes ina 
recent poll, and thousands of protesters assembled outside the 
Danish parliament building on Wednesday. 


Vilhelmsen had expressed optimism Wednesday she could unite 
her party around the prime minister’s plan, but was unable to 
overcome a staunch opposition. Vilhelmsen also said she will be 
resigning as the party’s leade 


The withdrawal of the Socialist People’s Party from the governing 
coalition is a major blow for Thorning-Schmidt. She’ll hold on to 
power for now, since the Socialist party will continue to support 
the government from outside the coalition, according to 
Vilhelmsen. 


But a poll released Friday indicates that 54 percent of Danes 
believe the prime minister has been weakened by the Socialists’ 
exit. 


“The Goldman angle will be forgotten in a few weeks time,” Jens 
Hoff, a political science professor at University of 

Copenhagen told Bloomberg. “What remains will be that the 
Socialist People’s Party left the government.” 


[ Reuters] 


https://time.com/3638/denmark-government-goldman-sachs/ 


church, journal, history, government, stats: The 
Glorious Revolution 


The English Declaration of Indulgence was reissued on 27 April 1688, leading to open 
resistance from Anglicans. Few clergy read out the Declaration in Church. 


William Sancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, and six other Bishops presented a petition 
to the King declaring the Declaration of Indulgence illegal. James promptly had 

the seven bishops tried for rebellion and sedition; however, the bishops were acquitted. 
u Many Presbyterians were sceptical of the king's intentions, while other dissenters, 
including the Quakers and the Baptists, gave thanks to the king for the Declaration of 
Indulgence.“4 


The declarations were voided when James II was deposed in the Glorious Revolution. 
The Bill of Rights abolished the suspending power.“ 


The Indulgence was first issued for Scotland on 12 February and then for England on 4 
April 1687.2 An early step towards establishing freedom of religion in the British Isles, it 
was cut short by the Glorious Revolution. 


The Declaration granted broad religious freedom in England by suspending penal laws 
enforcing conformity to the Church of England and allowing people to worship in their 
homes or chapels as they saw fit, and it ended the requirement of affirming religious 
oaths before gaining employment in government office. 


By use of the royal suspending power, the king lifted the religious penal laws and 
granted toleration to the various Christian denominations, Catholic and Protestant, 
within his kingdoms. The Declaration of Indulgence was supported by William Penn, who 
was widely perceived to be its instigator. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_ Indulgence (1687) 


Most Protestants had been willing to tolerate James’ personal Catholicism, since he 
seemed unlikely to produce more children and the heir was his Protestant 
daughter Mary II of England. The unexpected birth of his son James Francis on 10 June 


meant the prospect of a Catholic dynasty, with the trial of the bishops seen as part of a 
wider attack on the Church of England. Their acquittal led to anti-Catholic riots 
throughout England and Scotland and ultimately the deposition of James in November 
1688, although five of the seven were subsequently removed from office for refusing to 
swear allegiance to his successors. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven Bishops 


The Earl of Shaftesbury, a former government minister and a leading opponent of 
Catholicism, attempted to have James excluded from the line of succession.“ Some 
members of Parliament even proposed that the crown go to Charles's illegitimate son, 
James Scott, who became the Duke of Monmouth. In 1679, with the Exclusion Bill - 
which would exclude the King's brother and heir presumptive, James, Duke of York, from 
the line of succession - in danger of passing, Charles II dissolved Parliament. Two 
further Parliaments were elected in 1680 and 1681, but were dissolved for the same 
reason.) 


After the Rye House Plot of 1683, an attempt to assassinate both Charles and James, 
Monmouth went into self-imposed exile in the Netherlands, and gathered supporters 

in The Hague.24 Monmouth was a Protestant and had toured the South West of England 
in 1680, where he had been greeted amicably by crowds in towns such 

as Chard and Taunton.“# So long as Charles II remained on the throne, Monmouth was 
content to live a life of pleasure in Holland, while still hoping to accede peaceably to the 
throne. The accession of James II and coronation at Westminster Abbey on 23 April 1685 
put an end to these hopes.” 


The Monmouth rebellion was planned in Holland and coordinated with another rebellion 
in Scotland led by Archibald Campbell, the Earl of Argyll.“*45! Several areas of England 
were considered as potential locations for rebellion, 

including Cheshire and Lancashire along with the South West, as these were seen as 
having the highest number of opponents of the monarchy.” Argyll and Monmouth both 
began their expeditions from Holland, where James's nephew and son-in- 

law, stadtholder William III of Orange, had not detained them or put a stop to their 
recruitment efforts.“4 Argyll sailed to Scotland and, on arriving there, raised recruits 
mainly from his own clan, the Campbells," as part of the Scottish revolt. He had 
previously been involved in the Rye House Plot of 1683.22! 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monmouth_ Rebellion 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monmouth_ Rebellion 


After the Restoration of the monarchy under Charles || in 1660 there was concern 
among some members of Parliament, former republicans and sections of 

the Protestant population of England that the King's relationship with France 

under Louis XIV and the other Catholic rulers of Europe was too close. Anti- 

Catholic sentiment, which associated Roman Catholicism with absolutism, was 
widespread, and focused particular attention on the succession to the English throne. 
While Charles was publicly Anglican, he and his brother were known to have Catholic 
sympathies. These suspicions were confirmed in 1673 when James was discovered to 
have converted to Roman Catholicism. 


In 1681, triggered by the opposition-invented Popish Plot, the Exclusion Bill was 
introduced in the House of Commons, which would have excluded James from the 
succession. Charles outmanoeuvred his opponents and dissolved the Oxford Parliament. 
This left his opponents with no lawful method of preventing James's succession, and 
rumours of plots and conspiracies abounded. With the "country party" in disarray, Lord 
Melville, Lord Leven, and Lord Shaftesbury, leader of the opposition to Charles's rule, 
fled to Holland where Shaftesbury soon died. Many well-known members of Parliament 
and noblemen of the "country party" would soon be known as Whigs, a faction name 
that stuck. 


News of the plot leaked when Josiah Keeling gave information on it to Sir Leoline 
Jenkins,“ and the plot was publicly discovered 12 June 1683. Keeling had contacted a 
courtier, who put him in touch with George Legge, 1st Baron Dartmouth, and Dartmouth 
had brought him to Jenkins, Secretary of State.22 Keeling's testimony was used at the 
trials of Walcott, Hone, Sidney, and Charles Bateman; and it earned him a pardon." It 
also started a lengthy process of incriminated persons confessing, in the hope of 
clemency. Using his brother, Keeling was able to get further direct evidence of 
conspiracy, and Jenkins brought in Rumsey and West, who told him what they knew, 
from 23 June;22 West had volunteered information via Laurence Hyde, 1st Earl of 
Rochester, on the 22nd. Over several days West explained the Rye House plot and his 
part in purchasing arms, supposed to be for America. He did little to incriminate the 
Monmouth group; his testimony was later used against Walcott and Sidney. West 
received a pardon in December 1684. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rye House Plot 


The invitation caused William to carry out his existing plans to land with a large Dutch 
army, culminating in the Glorious Revolution during which James was deposed and 
replaced by William and Mary as joint rulers. William and Mary had previously asked for 
such an invitation when William started to assemble an invasion force in April of that 
year. This request was done through secret correspondence that had been taking place 
since April 1687, between them and several leading English politicians, regarding how 
best to counter the pro-Catholic policies of James. William later justified his invasion by 
the fact that he was invited, which helped to disguise the military, cultural, and political 
impact that the Dutch regime had on England when his reign was unpopular and he 
feared a popular uprising. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invitation to William 


James VII and II (14 October 1633 O.S. - 16 September 1701) was King of 

England and King of Ireland as James Il, and King of Scotland as James VII™ from the 
death of his elder brother, Charles Il, on 6 February 1685. He was deposed in 

the Glorious Revolution of 1688. He was the last Catholic monarch of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland. His reign is now remembered primarily for conflicts over religious tolerance, 
but it also involved struggles over the principles of absolutism and the divine right of 
kings. His deposition ended a century of political and civil strife in England by 
confirming the primacy of the English Parliament over the Crown.“ 


James succeeded to the thrones of England, Ireland, and Scotland following the death of 
his brother with widespread support in all three countries, largely because the principles 
of eligibility based on divine right and birth were widely accepted. Tolerance of his 
personal Catholicism did not extend to tolerance of Catholicism in general, and the 
English and Scottish parliaments refused to pass his measures. When James attempted 
to impose them by decree, this was met with opposition; some academics have 
however argued that it was a political principle, rather than a religious one, that 
ultimately led to his removal.” 


In June 1688, two events turned dissent into a crisis. Firstly, the birth of James's son and 
heir James Francis Edward on 10 June raised the prospect of establishing a Roman 
Catholic dynasty and excluding his Anglican daughter Mary and her Protestant 

husband William Ill of Orange from the line of succession. Secondly, the prosecution of 
the Seven Bishops for seditious libel was viewed as further evidence of an assault on 
the Church of England, and their acquittal on 30 June destroyed his political authority in 
England. The ensuing anti-Catholic riots in England and Scotland led to a general feeling 
that only James's removal from the throne could prevent a civil war. 


Leading members of the English political class invited William of Orange to assume the 
English throne. When William landed in Brixham on 5 November 1688, James's army 
deserted and he went into exile in France on 23 December. In February 1689, a 

special Convention Parliament held that James had "vacated" the English throne and 
installed William and Mary as joint monarchs, thereby establishing the principle 

that sovereignty derived from Parliament, not birth. James landed in Ireland on 14 
March 1689 in an attempt to recover his kingdoms, but, despite a simultaneous rising in 
Scotland, in April a Scottish Convention followed that of England, both finding that 
James had "forfeited" the throne and offered it to William and Mary. After his defeat at 
the Battle of the Boyne in July 1690, James returned to France, where he spent the rest 
of his life in exile at Saint-Germain, protected by Louis XIV. While his contemporary 
opponents often portrayed him as an absolutist tyrant, some historians - beginning in 
the 20th century - have praised James for advocating religious tolerance. More recent 
scholarship has tended to take a middle ground between these views. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Il_of England 


Feb27 Power-Grid Attacks Up 71% And Biden 
Acolytes Tell Us It's All Those White 
Supremacists 


COVID "Likely Arose" From Lab Leak, US Energy 
Department Admits In Classified Report 


US officials wouldn't shed more color on why the Energy Department changed 
its views on the origins of Covid. They said the agency and FBI have come to the 
Same conclusions for different reasons. 


After the pandemic struck, the mainstream media and Big Tech social media 
platforms labeled anyone as a "conspiracy theorist" for even mentioning the lab 
leak origin. 


Recall Zero Hedge was banned from Twitter in February 2020 after we 
“published an article linking a Chinese scientist to the outbreak of the fast- 
spreading coronavirus." 
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COVID "Likely Arose" From Lab 
Leak, US Energy Department 
Admits In Classified Report 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, FEB 26, 2023 - 02:30 PM 


The argument that Covid-19 leaked from the virology lab in Wuhan, China (the 
only Level 4 lab in Asia) is growing louder after years of Big Tech and 
governments censoring the Covid debate. 


Last summer, the WHO, an avid protector of the Chinese government, made 

a sharp change in attitude by admitting the possibility of a lab leak. A Senate 
Committee on Health Education, Labor, and Pensions noted last fall, "Substantial 
evidence suggests that the COVID-19 pandemic was the result of a research- 
related incident associated with a laboratory in Wuhan." The FBI and other 
intelligence agencies have also investigated the Wuhan Lab. 


It was later revealed that left-wing faux-news site BuzzFeed had complained to 
Twitter about Zero Hedge supposedly releasing "the personal information of a 
scientist from Wuhan," but all we had done was print information that was 
publicly available and ask questions about whether a lab leak may have been 
plausible than the seafood market. Three years later, our questioning appears to 
have been correct so far. 


A recent Twitter Files drop has shown the incestuous relationship between Big 
Tech and the government rigging the debate around Covid origins. 


... and even reporters have asked Anthony Fauci questions about the origins. 


The complex narrative that governments, non-governmental organizations, Big 
Tech, and mainstream media built around Covid with shaky assumptions and 
misdirections is falling apart -- hence the latest pivot by the Energy 
Department. 


Zelensky Berates, Threatens Unsupportive 


Americans 


This is an example of how not to win over the American people: shame and 
berate them while claiming Washington's ‘global leadership’ is in peril. 


"If they do not change their opinion...they will lose NATO, they will lose 
the clout of the United States, they will lose the leadership position they are 
enjoying in the world," Zelensky said at a press conference late last week, in 
reference to the US public... As if the average American struggling to get by 
amid soaring food and cost-of-living prices stays awake at night worrying about 
US global "clout": 


A reporter had asked what Zelensky would tell the "growing number of 
Americans" who are increasingly critical of the billions in taxpayer money being 
shoveled into Kiev's coffers. Officials have lately voiced concern over "Ukraine 
fatigue" and waning support from the public for the Biden administration's 
Ukraine policies, also amid growing GOP resistance. 


"The US is never going to give up on a NATO member state," Zelensky 
continued as part of the response. He then claimed Russia would "enter the 
Baltic states, NATO member states, and then the US will have to send their sons 


and daughters exactly the way as we are sending their [sic] sons and daughters 
to war." 


"They will be dying," he then declared dramatically, before going on to claim 
that interrupting the flow of aid would cause Washington to "lose the support 
of a country with 40 million population, with millions of children." 


Zelensky then posed: "Are American children any different from ours?" 


Republican representative from Arizona Andy Biggs was one among those who 
quickly rebutted the Ukrainian leader's comments, pointing out the 
ridiculousness of the unusually confrontational rhetoric directed at the Western 
public generally... 


"We don’t need Zelensky lecturing Americans on what to think and 
do," Rep. Biggs said on Twitter. "We have absolutely every right to 
question and end all aid to Ukraine." 


Stats: why chicago has such a high crime rate, 
in bullet-points.. 


These are the facts that city leaders should be obsessed about 
changing: 


The average arrest rate for major crimes in Chicago fell to just 5% in 2022. 


There were no police available in 2021 for more than 400,000 high-priority 911 
dispatches. That included 15,000 assaults in progress, 1,300 instances of people 
shot, 14,000 instances of domestic battery, and many more serious crimes. 


Cook County Chief Judge Tim Evans’ no bail, low-cash bail “reforms” of 2017 
have, since then, resulted in an additional 15,000 new offenses for defendants 
already awaiting trial. 


Every day there are about 1,000 more defendants accused of violent crimes on 
the street than there were in 2016 due to the expansion of electronic 
monitoring, Many of them are felons that end up committing more heinous 
crimes. 


The number of beat cops on the streets since Mayor Lightfoot took office is down 
by nearly 1,500, a drop of nearly 20%. 


War, Russia: Feb27 "We're Dying Slowly": East 
Palestine Residents Report Bizarre Health 
Issues After Toxic Train Derailment 


“We're Dying Slowly": East 
Palestine Residents Report Bizarre 


Health Issues After Toxic Train 
Derailment 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

SUNDAY, FEB 26, 2023 - 07:30 PM 

Residents of East Palestine, Ohio have been reporting bizarre 
symptoms following the Feb. 3 Norfolk Southern train derailment and 
subsequent toxic explosion, the NY Post reports. 


"Doctors say | definitely have the chemicals in me but there’s no one in town 
who can run the toxicological tests to find out which ones they are," said 40- 
year-old Wade Lovett, whose high-pitched voice now sounds as if he's 

been inhaling helium. 


"My voice sounds like Mickey Mouse. My normal voice is low. It’s hard to 
breathe, especially at night. My chest hurts so much at night I feel like I’m 
drowning. | cough up phlegm a lot. | lost my job because the doctor won’t 
release me to go to work." 


Leading the charge to fight for the community is 46-year-old Jami Cozza, a 
lifelong East Palestinian who counts 47 close relatives here. Many of them are 


facing health issues from the chemical fire as well as the psychic toll of 
their town becoming, in the words of a scientist visiting the area Thursday, the 
new “Love Canal” — a reference to the Niagara Falls, NY, neighborhood that 
became a hotbed issue in 1978 because people were getting sick from living 
above a contaminated waste dump. -NY Post 


Many residents are also complaining of mystery rashes and sore 
throats after returning home following the lifting of evacuation orders on 
February 8. 


"Yesterday was the first day in probably three or four days that | could smell 
anything. I lost my smell and my sense of taste. | had an eye infection in 
both eyes. | was having respiratory issues like | was just out of breath. Other 
members of my family have had eye infections and strep throat," said 
Shelby Walker, who lives a few yards from the epicenter from the crash and 
explosion. "The cleanup crew drives past us at night and won't even look at us. 
It’s like we don’t exist. No one has reached out to us or told us anything." 


According to an independent analysis of EPA data by Texas A&M University 
released on Friday, nine air pollutants were found around East Palestine 
at levels that could raise long-term health concerns. 


"My fiancé was so sick that | almost took him to the hospital," Jami Cozza told 
the Post. "Not only am | fighting for my family’s life, but | feel like I’m fighting 
for the whole town’s life. When I’m walking around hearing these stories, 
they’re not from people. They’re from my family. They’re from my friends that 
I’ve have grown up with," she said. "People are desperate right now. We’re 
dying slowly. They’re poisoning us slowly." 


According to a class-action lawsuit filed on behalf of hundreds of 

residents, Norfolk Southern 'went rogue' when it made the decision 
three days after the derailment to blow up five train cars containing 
deadly vinyl chloride. Around 1.1 million pounds of the toxic compound were 
spilled and later burned, the suit claims. 


Norfolk Southern, meanwhile, says they consulted with experts and Gov. 
Mike DeWine (R) before the controlled burn, which they say they did to 
avoid a potential ‘catastrophic failure of the cars.' 


"What they could have done and should have done is remove all the vinyl 
chloride from the train cars and put them in secure containment vessels," said 
Rene Rocha of the Morgan & Morgan law firm, one of the lead attorneys on the 
class-action case. "They then should have excavated tons of soil and monitored 
and remediated the soil and groundwater." 


Cozza’s hearing included a panel with scientists from the University of 
Pittsburgh, an environmental lawyer, and a veteran Ohio hazardous materials 
expert. None of them painted a rosy picture of the town’s future, despite 
Norfolk Southern’s insistence that the area is safe and will be cleaned up and 
tested more. 


The experts listened as desperate residents asked about the safety of 
breastfeeding their babies and getting water from their wells. Planting season Is 
coming soon in an area where many farm. One woman cried when she spoke 
about her worry over her pregnant goats. -NY Post 


According to Harvard-trained toxicologist, Stephen Lester, the hot zone at 
East Palestine is one of the 'most concerning’ he's ever seen - and 
warned that the chemical dioxin that was released during the controlled burn 
will be embedded in the soil and water. 


"Until the government takes this seriously there are going to be real problems," 
said Lester. "It’s criminal that the EPA didn’t come forward with information 
about dioxin and start testing for it." 


read later, ai, tech: feb27 "This Kind Of Growth 
Is Almost Impossible For The Human Brain To 
Comprehend" 


"This Kind Of Growth Is Almost 
Impossible For The Human Brain 
To Comprehend" 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, FEB 26, 2023 - 10:00 PM 


By Eric Peters, CIO of One River Asset Management 


Dark Forest 
“Sorry to tell you, but there are no aliens,” said the intelligence analyst. 


“The Tic Tac videos, balloons, UFOs - they're not aliens,” he said. “We're all 
alone here, it’s just us.” 


For those of us who read Cixin Liu, China’s brilliant Sci-Fi author, the notion that 
we are alone is extremely comforting. Cixin turned me onto the Dark Forest 
hypothesis, which postulates that while there may be many alien 
civilizations out there, we see no sign of them because they are silent 
and paranoid, lest they alert others to their existence and invite 
invasion, annihilation. 


“What we see is our next generation military technology,” continued the 
intelligence analyst. 


“We all see what the Ukrainians did to Russia’s military using battlefield 
technology that we would generally consider obsolete relative to our state of the 
art,” he said. “But America’s actual state of the art is one or two generations 
ahead of what the public sees today,” he said, which was simultaneously 
comforting and terrifying. 


“It is not in our interest to show our adversaries how far advanced our 
capabilities have grown.” 


“Look carefully at this chart,” said the technology investor. 


It was the kind of curve I’ve seen often, an upward sloping trend that 
accelerates through time. On the vertical axis was the computing power used to 
train artificial intelligence systems. The horizontal axis was time, going back to 
the early 1950s. “I know you're thinking you’ve seen this kind of chart before, 
it’s a classic hockey stick. But here’s the thing, it’s a logarithmic chart, it should 
not curve upward. This kind of growth is almost impossible for the human 
brain to comprehend.” 


ChatGPT has had the steepest adoption of any technology in history. It hit 1mm 
users in five days. Within 2mths, it crossed 100mm users. It is estimated to have 
1bIn users by the end of the year. It is a remarkable technology, and while we 
can have no certainty about how it will change the world, there is no doubt that 
the arc of its influence is only just starting. Governments will lag far behind in 
regulating it. We don’t yet know what will happen when it gets 
connected to the internet. And ChatGPT is 2-3 generations behind 
state-of-the-art Al. 


“Time is the one thing that can’t be stopped. Like a sharp blade, it silently cuts 
through hard and soft, constantly advancing. Nothing is capable of jolting it 
even the slightest bit, but it changes everything,” wrote Cixin Liu, in The Dark 
Forest. “Staying alive is not enough to guarantee survival. Development is the 
best way to ensure survival,” said Cixin. “Do you know what the greatest 
expression of regard for a race or civilization is? Annihilation. That’s 
the highest respect a civilization can receive. They would only feel 
threatened by a civilization they truly respect.” 


Censors Use AI To Target Podcasts 
Censors Use Al To Target Podcasts 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
SUNDAY, FEB 26, 2023 - 11:00 PM 


Authored by Bret Swanson via The Brownstone Institute, 


Elon Musk’s purchase of Twitter may have capped the opening chapter 
in the Information Wars, where free speech won a small but crucial 
battle. 


Full spectrum combat across the digital landscape, however, will only 
intensify, as a new report from the Brookings Institution, a key player 
in the censorship industrial complex, demonstrates. 


First, a review. 


Reams of internal documents, Known as the Twitter Files, show that social media 
censorship in recent years was far broader and more systematic than even we 
critics suspected. Worse, the files exposed deep cooperation - even operational 
integration - among Twitter and dozens of government agencies, including the 
FBI, Department of Homeland Security, DOD, CIA, Cybersecurity Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA), Department of Health and Human Services, CDC, and, 
of course, the White House. 


Government agencies also enlisted a host of academic and non-profit 
organizations to do their dirty work. The Global Engagement Center, 
housed in the State Department, for example, was originally launched to combat 
international terrorism but has now been repurposed to target Americans. 


The US State Department also funded a UK outfit called the Global 
Disinformation Index, which blacklists American individuals and groups and 
convinces advertisers and potential vendors to avoid them. Homeland Security 
created the Election Integrity Partnership (EIP) - including the Stanford Internet 


Observatory, the University of Washington’s Center for an Informed Public, and 
the Atlantic Council’s DFRLab - which flagged for social suppression tens of 
millions of messages posted by American citizens. 


Even former high government US officials got in on the act - appealing 
directly (and successfully) to Twitter to ban mischief-making truth- 
tellers. 


With the total credibility collapse of legacy media over the last 15 years, people 
around the world turned to social media for news and discussion. When social 
media then began censoring the most pressing topics, such as Covid-19, people 
increasingly turned to podcasts. Physicians and analysts who’d been suppressed 
on Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube, and who were of course nowhere to be 
found in legacy media, delivered via podcasts much of the very best analysis on 
the broad array of pandemic science and policy. 


Which brings us to the new report from Brookings, which concludes that one of 
the most prolific sources of ‘misinformation’ is now - you guessed it 

- podcasts. And further, that the underregulation of podcasts is a 
grave danger. 


In “Audible reckoning: How top political podcasters spread unsubstantiated and 
false claims,” Valerie Wirtschafter writes: 


Due in large part to the say-whatever-you-want perceptions of the medium, 
podcasting offers a critical avenue through which unsubstantiated and false 
claims proliferate. As the terms are used in this report, the terms “false claims,” 
“misleading claims,” “unsubstantiated claims” or any combination thereof are 
evaluations by the research team of the underlying statements and assertions 
grounded in the methodology laid out below in the research design section and 
appendices. Such claims, evidence suggests, have played a vital role in shaping 
public opinion and political behavior. Despite these risks, the podcasting 
ecosystem and its role in political debates have received little attention for a 
variety of reasons, including the technical difficulties in analyzing multi-hour, 
audio-based content and misconceptions about the medium. 


To analyze the millions of hours of audio content, Brookings 

used natural language processing to search for key words and 
phrases. It then relied on self-styled fact-checking sites Politifact and Snopes 
- pause for uproarious laughter...exhale - to determine the truth or falsity of 
these statements. Next, it deployed a ‘cosine similarity’ function to detect 
similar false statements in other podcasts. 


The result: “conservative podcasters were 11 times more likely than 
liberal podcasters to share claims fact-checked as false or 
unsubstantiated.” 


One show Brookings misclassified as “conservative” is the Dark Horse science 
podcast hosted by Bret Weinstein and Heather Heying. Over the past three 
years, they meticulously explored the complex world of Covid, delivering 


scintillating insights and humbly correcting their infrequent missteps. Brookings, 
however, determined 13.8 percent of their shows contained false information. 


What would the Brookings methodology, using a different set of fact checkers, 
spit out if applied to CNN, the Washington Post, the FDA, CDC, or hundreds of 
blogs, podcasts, TV doctors, and “science communicators,” who got nearly 
everything wrong? 


Speaking on journalist Matt Taibbi’s podcast, novelist Walter 

Kirn skewered the new Al fact-checking scheme. It pretends to turn 
censorship into a “mathematical, not Constitutional, concern” - or, as 
he calls it, “sciency, sciency, sciency bullshit.” 


The daisy chain of presumptuous omniscience, selection bias, and false 
precision employed to arrive at these supposedly quantitative conclusions about 
the vast, diverse, sometimes raucous, and often enlightening world of online 
audio is preposterous. 


And yet it is deadly serious. 


The collapse of support for free speech among Western pseudo-elites 
is the foundation of so many other problems, from medicine to 

war. Misinformation is the natural state of the world. Open science and vigorous 
debate are the tools we deploy to become less wrong over time. Individual and 
collective decision-making depend on them. 


x x * 


Reposted from the author's Substack 


Why do they think this will work? | don't watch anything they want me too. If 
I am exposed to it | start from the assumption it is all blatant propaganda. 
The recently departed Yuri Maltsev was an economist for Gorbachev that 
defected to the USA and taught at Carthage college until his death. The 
USSR had total informational control back then. Yuri was often asked to 
compare the differences living in the USSR and the USA. He remarked that 
one of things that scared him about the USA was the fact that in the USSR 
nobody believed the media. By nobody he included the average man in the 
street. Everybody knew it was ******** and never took it seriously. He stated 
that was the opposite in the USA. Everybody believed the media. He said this 
a long time ago by the way. | don't think that is the case today. The media 
lied a ton back then but it they sometimes came back to reality. That isn't 
the case anymore. Everything is just a staged public relations skit today. 
People are figuring that out. Once you see it you can't unsee it either. There 
is no way | could ever take them seriously. Even if they managed to gather 
full information control like they had in the USSR. 
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| was born in the Eastern Bloc and was a refugee to America in 1980 and | 
came to this conclusion very early on. Americans were so trusting of 
government and the media that | was honestly shocked. That has changed 
dramatically in the 40+ years, which is a good thing. 
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There are still numerous gullible Americans who trust the government. The 
clot shots are a perfect example. 


It will almost be over when your podcasts are Al talking to other Al in Al 
language. This should be enough to entertain the Hoi Polloi. Especially when 
they can't work on their own cars no more. 


The most interesting podcasts are those that do not speak Al, and thus fall 
outside the Ven Diagram of computerese; The lingua franca of censors. 
Where things like ad revenue are more important than upset Dan. 


It's taken 2, 3 generations to arrive at a self-censoring abstract jargon 
repeating hate spewing "The View." There's no longer enough angry life- 
hating women out there to compete with the cold programmed Al. They're 
too busy on XHamster doing live feeds masturbating for an audience, just 
like "The View" but just out of Jr. High School. 


Our speech is infinite. Human speech. The English language has more words 
than many languages but our Al sponsors at Dictionary dot Com note that 
the usual Al English Speaker has 42,000 


words. https://www.dictionary.com/e/how-many-words-in-english/ 


Apps have more rights than people, for ad revenue. Because we wouldn't 
exist without it from our word sponsors to keep legitimizing apps because 
they're tools of the sponsors. 


The dystopian novel of all time 1984, 1948 is a novel about language just 
like Plato wrote about Socratese who used the Socratic method of elenchus... 
while using it himself in books that he wrote about Socrates. 


One of these paths offers you a teleology. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teleology 


Anywhere else does not offer a teleology. I'm sorry. Because the teleology is 
already known ad revenue and such funding. 


You could go across the hall to another lecture from an Apositivist non- 
relativist who isn't trying to sell bitcoin. Where it isn't a circle jerk of 
libertarians explaining what your freedoms are in a segregationalist utopia of 
wallets. 


CHAT GPT DOESN'T HAVE RIGHTS because it's NOT HUMAN. Like your 
Roomba, your TikTok, your Phone, your Ring doorbell. Al is a toy. It's not your 
doctor, your lawyer, your accountant (ha ha), or anyone who gives a **** 
about you. It's about you saying the right words to it as a condition for 
approval that you paid for. 


The Al doesn't know what a podcast is. 


We've had an age of data accumulation, where companies recorded 
everything, it'll eventually be useful for something. And now all of that data 
turns into training sets, where Al can see patterns, that people can't 
perceive. You have google search. Google has people search. You can type a 
thing and it'll show you places with answers. They can type a person who 
searched for unapproved ideas, and it'll give a list of people. You search for 
stuff. They search for individuals that don't fit the socially accepted template. 
Al makes their search faster. You think you're getting better results? Think of 
what results they get. Their ChatGPT will give them a list of names who with 
the right kind of medication might snap and go postal. It'll tell how to 
manipulate masses. It'll tell them, who believes in propaganda and why. How 
to make government lies better. Al will be used against you. They'll invent 
ways. Any way they screw you already - Al will make it faster and more 
convenient for the owners of information datasets. Power will keep going 
away from individuals and towards corporations, big pharma and military 
industrial complex. 


history, holy roman empire: Great Fire of 
London 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 


Great _Fire of London 


Fertility Rates In India Fall Across All Religious 
Groups 


India has become the biggest country in the world this year, but 
conversely, its fertility rates have been in a steep decline for years. 


In reality, the reversal of population growth that manifested itself in China this 
year has already begun in India as well. 


As Statista's Katharaina Buchholz explains, the number of children born per 
woman in India had dropped to 2.0 by 2019. To maintain a stable 
population, 2.1 births per woman are necessary. 


Birth rates have been declining across all religious groups, making rates 
more similar in the process, reporting by Pew Research Center shows. 


As of 2020, white people numbered 235,411,507 
or 71% of the population 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Demographics of the United States 


CIA Director: US 'Confident' China Mulling 
Weapons Deliveries To Russia 


CIA Director William Burns has weighed in directly on Biden administration 
assertions that China is mulling providing Russia with lethal aid to further its 
military action in Ukraine. 


Burns told CBS' "Face the Nation" on Sunday that the US is "confident" that 
Beijing is considering it at this point. "We’re confident that the Chinese 
leadership is considering the provision of lethal equipment," he said. 


"We also don’t see that a final decision has been made yet, and we don’t see 
evidence of actual shipments of lethal equipment." 


inflation, government, markets: "It seems like 
someone turned off the spigot, as we have 
gotten stupid slow, as have others in our 
industry. We are not sure if it’s the Federal 
Reserve jacking with interest rates, or else some 
sort of cyclical slowdown, but it feels like 
business has ground to a halt”. 


"Stupid Slow" - Dallas Fed 
Manufacturing Production Plunges 
Into Contraction 


BY TYLER DURDEN 

MONDAY, FEB 27, 2023 - 11:41 AM 

For the 10th month in a row, The Dallas Fed Manufacturing Outlook survey 
printed negative (signaling contraction) with the February print dropping to - 
13.5 from -8.4 (-9.3 exp). 


Source: Bloomberg 


The production index, a key measure of state manufacturing conditions, edged 
down from 0.2 to -2.8, a reading suggestive of a modest contraction in 
output. 


Under the hood, the new orders index was negative for a ninth month in a row and 
moved down nine points to -13.2. The growth rate of orders index fell from -12.3 to - 
16.9. The capacity utilization index returned to negative territory after two positive 
readings, falling 10 points to -4.1, while the shipments index was largely unchanged at - 
5.0. 


Perceptions of broader business conditions worsened in February as pessimism 
increased, as evidenced by comments from survey respondents: 


Primary metal manufacturing: "We expect recession in the second half of this year. We 
already had a first round of layoffs. We are looking at each employee very carefully to 
learn who may have to be in a second wave of layoffs, if and when business slows down 
again." 


Printing and related support activities: "It seems like someone turned off the spigot, as 
we have gotten stupid slow, as have others in our industry. We are not sure if it’s the 
Federal Reserve jacking with interest rates, or else some sort of cyclical slowdown, but 
it feels like business has ground to a halt. We have some nice work planned for later on 
this year, but right now we are just stupid slow." 


Printing and related support activities: "Our residential building and construction 
business has decreased drastically over the past few months due to mortgage rate 
increases, inflation and other factors. One major factor affecting our industry is foreign 
competitors dumping product into the U.S. at lower prices than their domestic prices— 
and lower than U.S. producers’ prices. Mexico, India, Colombia, Ecuador, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Turkey and Poland are among countries exporting aluminum extrusions to the 
U.S. at record levels." 


Computer and electronic product manufacturing: "I am currently worried about the time 
I am seeing it take for my customers to pay me." 


Plastics and rubber products manufacturing: "Revenue dollars per sale are going down. 
People are watching their money." 


Textile product mills: "February has been a slow month; it is hard to know why, but our 
outlook has worsened for both our business and retail activity in general." 


Miscellaneous manufacturing: "All markets served have slowed down and are ordering 
lower quantities as compared with last year. Automotive OEM [original equipment 
manufacturers] customers’ volumes are most affected by lower quantities." 


Transportation equipment manufacturing: "There is nothing positive with respect to the 
economy." 


Is this what Powell wants to hear? 


EU Markets in Crypto Assets (MiCA) regulation: 
"The final vote on the European Union’s much- 
awaited set of crypto rules, known as the 
Markets in Crypto Assets (MiCA) regulation, was 
recently deferred to April 2023. It was not the 
first delay — previously the European lawmakers 
rescheduled the procedure from November 2022 
to February 2023. 


The final vote on the European Union’s much-awaited set of crypto rules, known 
as the Markets in Crypto Assets (MiCA) regulation, was recently deferred to April 
2023. It was not the first delay — previously the European lawmakers 
rescheduled the procedure from November 2022 to February 2023. 


Ukraine War Poses Existential Threat To Survival 
Of The Russian People: Putin 


"In today’s conditions, when all the leading NATO countries have declared their 
main goal as inflicting a strategic defeat on us, so that our people suffer as they 
say, how can we ignore their nuclear capabilities in these conditions?" 
Putin said, according to Reuters. 


"I do not even know if such an ethnic group as the Russian people will 
be able to survive in the form in which it exists today," he said, while also 
suggesting the West is eyeing Russia's abundant resources, and seeks to obtain 
and divide them. 


"We aren't fighting the Ukrainian people," Putin had asserted in a speech, saying 
Ukrainians have "become hostage of the Kyiv regime and its Western masters, 
which have effectively occupied the country." 


Meanwhile, the only remotely positive sign to come in recent days has been 
Kiev's somewhat positively greeting China's 12-point ceasefire plan for ending 
the war. Zelensky had acknowledged that at least the Chinese are talking about 
Ukraine and that this is a welcome start. The Ukrainian leader even went so far 
as to say that he and President Xi Jinping should meet. 


Kazakh Officials Urge Citizens To Conserve Gas 


As Imports Become Necessary 


Kazakhstan's state-owned natural gas company, QazaqGaz, has vowed to prevent 
future gas shortages by refraining from exporting gas and importing gas when 
necessary. 


Despite sitting atop 3.8 trillion cubic meters of gas, Kazakhstan's energy officials urge 
citizens to conserve gas and be more economic in their use of it to avoid peak demands 
that could cause shortages. 


Plans are being drawn up to build a transnational pipeline from Russia to China to 
extend gas supplies to the east of Kazakhstan, and a processing plant with the capacity 
to produce up to 1 billion cubic meters of gas will be built at Kashagan by 2024. 


Kazakhstan’s state-owned natural gas company has vowed that there will be 
no repeat shortages of the fuel next fall and winter like the ones that the country 
began to experience in late 2022. 


But Arman Kasenov, the deputy chairman of QazaqGaz, has said that consumers must 
in future also do their share in helping avoid crunches at times of peak demand by 
being more economic in their use of gas. Anybody failing to do so could face stiff bills, 
he hinted. 


In the short-term, Kazakhstan plans to prevent shock deficits by refraining from 
exporting gas. 


“Taking the growth in gas consumption within Kazakhstan into account, 
QazaqGaz cannot count on exports in the next fall-winter period,” Kasenov said 
on February 24. 


Indeed, far from thinking about exports - and China is the only game in town in this 
area - Kazakhstan is now resorting to buying imported gas. 


Earlier this week, Energy Minister Bolat Akchulakov said at a government meeting that 
plans are being drawn up to import gas from Russia to provide for areas in the east of 
Kazakhstan. Akchulakov said no prices have yet been discussed. 


The infrastructure for those specific imports does not yet exist, however. Extending gas 
supplies to those regions of Kazakhstan will be contingent on completion of a 
transnational pipeline running from Russia to China. 


“We have earlier proposed to Gazprom the idea of a transit route 
through the territory of the East Kazakhstan Region,” Kasenov said at a 
meeting held under the auspices of the Samruk-Kazyna state holding company. 


Journal, government: feb27 US Durable Goods 
Orders Plunged Most Since COVID Lockdowns In 
January 
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Russia Halts Pipeline Flows To Poland While 
Shifting Crude To Germany; halt comes a day 
after Russia's invasion of Ukraine reached the 


one-year mark," Bloomberg pointed out; About 
10% of Polish crude supplies are sourced from 
Russia 


About 10% of Polish crude supplies are sourced from Russia. The 
country has moved quickly to reduce its dependency on Moscow. Orlen 
stated that the reduced flows from Russia wouldn't impact operations 
or consumers. 


Poland has been preparing for this day with alternative sourcing, 
though Germany still has an addiction problem to cheap Russian 
energy products 


Russian oil pipeline company Transneft shifted oil flows from Kazakhstan to 
Germany via the Druzhba pipeline that runs through Poland while shipments to 
Poland were halted, according to Reuters, citing at least one Russian news 
agency. 


TASS news reported Polish customers were unable to receive Russian oil 
because Transneft didn't receive paperwork and transit payment in late 
February. 


"(Oil) should have been pumped to Polish refineries in the second half of 
February." 


"However, routing orders with confirmed resource and transit payment were not 
executed. 


"In addition, operational changes were made to the schedule, excluding supplies 
for Polish consumers," a spokesperson for the pipeline operator said. 


On Monday, Kazakhstan oil pipeline operator KazTransOil said about 20,000 tons 
of crude was pumped to Germany via Russia's Druzhba pipeline. Kazakhstan is a 
landlocked country that relies on Russia to export energy products that aren't 
subjected to Western sanctions. 


The northern leg of Druzhba supplies crude to Germany, while the southern 
portion supplies Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia. 


Druzhba’s Dependents 
Germany's eastern refineries have historically depended on crude from 


Russia 
220K barrels per day capacity Nia 
Schwedt 
240K 
Leuna 
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300 mi 
300 km 


Sources: Bloomberg; AW Consulting 


The first oil flow disruption was reported Saturday. Poland's largest oil company 
PKN Orlen SA said oil flows from the Druzhba pipeline from Russia were 
unexpectedly halted. 


"The halt comes a day after Russia's invasion of Ukraine reached the one-year 
mark," Bloomberg pointed out. It also comes after President Biden visited Kyiv 
and Warsaw last week. 


Meanwhile, Poland has been one of the biggest cheerleaders of Kyiv, sending 
weapons and humanitarian aid and receiving more than 1.5 million refugees. 
Poland was the first European country last year to have its natural gas flows cut 
by Russia shortly after the invasion. 


Even though Western sanctions have excluded Russian oil imports via pipelines, 
Warsaw has requested sanctions to cancel the last contract with a Russian 
supplier. 


About 10% of Polish crude supplies are sourced from Russia. The country has 
moved quickly to reduce its dependency on Moscow. Orlen stated that the 
reduced flows from Russia wouldn't impact operations or consumers. 


Poland has been preparing for this day with alternative sourcing, though 
Germany still has an addiction problem to cheap Russian energy products 


Cable Spikes After Reports Of UK-EU Northern 
Ireland Deal, deal set to finalise Brexit more 
than six years after the 2016 referendum, and to 
resolve the trading issues created by the 
Northern Ireland Protocol. 


Cable is rallying after after a government source said Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
and European Commission president Ursula von der Leyen had signed a 
breakthrough deal at a meeting in Windsor, Berkshire, ending the long- 
running tensions between Britain and the EU with a new post-Brexit 
deal for Northern Ireland. 


00 os; v s 00:00 8 p+ 8: 
21 Fed 2023 22 Feb 2023 23 Feb 2023 24 Feb 2023 


The deal is set to finalise Brexit more than six years after the 2016 
referendum, and to resolve the trading issues created by the Northern 
Ireland Protocol. 


Censorship, government: feb27 James Bond Books 
Reportedly Being Rewritten To Remove "Racist 
And Sexist" Remarks 
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And then the woke mob came for Bond. 


According to a report in The Telegraph, “sensitivity readers” are being employed 
to scour the original James Bond books to look for and remove any ‘outdated’ 
content including ‘racist’ comments. 


The latest publications of the books, written by lan Fleming, will also reportedly 
contain a trigger warning notifying readers that they may find some of the 
storylines hurt their feelings. 


The warning will read “This book was written at a time when terms and attitudes 
which might be considered offensive by modern readers were commonplace.” 


“A number of updates have been made in this edition, while keeping as close as 
possible to the original text and the period in which it is set,” the disclaimer will 
further note. 


The editing of the books is to coincide with the 70th anniversary of the first ever 
Bond book Casino Royale. 


What exactly is ‘offensive’ is yet to be determined, but presumably it could 
extend to the fact that Bond is a straight white man who likes to fratenize with 
multiple women at any one time, drinks heavily and doesn’t have a single simp 
cell in his body. 


The report notes that ‘sexual descriptors’ have been edited or altogether 
removed, including one scene in Live and Let Die where a group of men 
watching a stripper are described being “like pigs at the trough”. 


At this rate, they will have to completely rename Octopussy. 


The report also states that descriptions of characters like Oddjob, the infamous 
Korean henchman to Goldfinger have been rewritten to remove racial overtones. 


In the novel, Oddjob is described as being a “Squat” man with “arms like 
thighs”, black teeth, and a “sickly zoo-smell”. He also has a cleft palette causing 
a speech defect. 


The Goldfinger novel also describes Oddjob’s hatred of being mistaken for being 
Japanese, and that he also likes to eat cats. 


Presumably these details will all be purged and replaced with something 
uninteresting that describes his outfit? But even that could be tweaked given 
that his hat is a violent weapon he uses for killing people. 


The move comes after it was revealed that Roald Dahl’s books have already 
been updated to include “sensitivity” changes such as removing the word “fat” 
and “ugly” as descriptions of characters. 


Digital Versions of Roald Dahl’s Books Already Updated to Include “Sensitivity” 
Changes 


Future-ready: Australian army tests mind- 


controlled combat AI robodogs 

The brain signals successfully directed the robodogs toward a number of 
locations that the human controller picked "telepathically" by imagining 
them. 


The Australian military is reportedly testing a unique artificial intelligence 
(Al) "brain robotic interface" to control "robodogs" synced with troopers’ 
minds. 


The breakthrough Al allows soldiers to control these robot dogs or 'robodogs' 
using advanced digital "telepathy," according to a video released by the 
Australian army last week. 


The army "is exploring the use of brain signals to control robotic 
and autonomous systems." reads the video description. 


"The Robotic and Autonomous Systems Implementation & 
Coordination Office (#RICO) is nested within our Future Land 
Warfare Branch and works closely with industry and 
stakeholders." 


The Al analyzes brainwave data and transmits them from a 
person's visual cortex into the cutting-edge "robodog" using a 
high-tech biosensor headset. 


"The whole process is not difficult to master. It's very intuitive. It 
only took a couple of sessions," according to Sergeant Damian 
Robinson of the 5th Combat Service Support Battalion, who tested 
the HoloLens headset. 


During course training with mind-reading headsets and robodogs, 
Robinson and his fellow soldiers could effectively negotiate 
challenging terrain and inclement weather on a fake battlefield. 


"It's more of a visual concentration thing," said Sergeant 
Robinson. 


Study: Supermassive black holes surprisingly 
common in cary universe 


Astronomers detected a supermassive black hole only 750 million years after 
the Big Bang. 


journal, war, russia: feb27 quickly building into 
the recent middle ground narrative thats been 
floating around the airwaves over the past week 


or so, maybe two. 


Washington has not commented on the Journal's story about the peace 
talks-for-arms proposal. 


Elysée Palace where Macron and Scholz told Zelensky to seek peace. (U.S. State 
Dept.) 


The private communications are at odds with public statements from 
Western leaders who routinely say they will continue to support 
Ukraine for as long as it takes until it achieves victory on the 
battlefield. 


The Wall Street Journal, which reported on the private remarks to Zelenksy, 
Said: 


“The public rhetoric masks deepening private doubts among politicians in the 
U.K., France and Germany that Ukraine will be able to expel the Russians from 
eastern Ukraine and Crimea, which Russia has controlled since 2014, anda 
belief that the West can only help sustain the war effort for so long, especially if 
the conflict settles into a stalemate, officials from the three countries say. 


‘We keep repeating that Russia mustn’t win, but what does that mean? 
If the war goes on for long enough with this intensity, Ukraine’s losses 
will become unbearable,’ a senior French official said. 


‘And no one believes they will be able to retrieve Crimea.’ 


French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz told 
Zelensky at an Elysée Palace dinner earlier this month that he must consider 
peace talks with Moscow, the Journal reported. 


According to its source, the newspaper quoted Macron as telling Zelensky that 
“even mortal enemies like France and Germany had to make peace after World 
War Il.” 


Macron told Zelensky “he had been a great war leader, but that he 
would eventually have to shift into political statesmanship and make 
difficult decisions,” the newspaper reported. 


A Return to Realism 


Macron at the Munich Security Conference last week. (KuhImann/MSC) 


At the Munich Security Conference last week, Gen. Petr Pavel, the Czech 
Republic’s president-elect and a former NATO commander, said: 


“We may end up in a situation where liberating some parts of 
Ukrainian territory may deliver more loss of lives than will be bearable 
by society. ... There might be a point when Ukrainians can start 
thinking about another outcome.” 


Even when he was a NATO commander Pavel was a realist in regard to Russia. 
During controversial NATO war games with 31,000 troops on Russia’s borders in 
2016 — the first time in 75 years that German troops had retraced the steps of 
the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union — Pavel dismissed hype about a Russian 
threat to NATO. 


Pavel, who was chairman of NATO’s military committee at the time, told a 
Brussels press conference that, “It is not the aim of NATO to create a military 
barrier against broad-scale Russian aggression, because such aggression is not 
on the agenda and no intelligence assessment suggests such a thing.” 


The German foreign minister at the time, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, also 
embraced realism towards Russia, saying: “What we shouldn’t do now is 
inflame the situation further through saber-rattling and warmongering. 
Whoever believes that a symbolic tank parade on the alliance’s eastern 
border will bring security is mistaken.” 


Instead of an aggressive NATO stance towards Russia that could backfire, 
Steinmeier called for dialogue with Moscow. “We are well-advised to not create 
pretexts to renew an old confrontation,” he said, saying it would be “fatal to 
search only for military solutions and a policy of deterrence.” Under U.S. 


leadership NATO clearly did not follow that advice, as it continued to deploy 
more troops to Eastern Europe and to arm and train Ukraine (under cover 
of pretending to back the Minsk Accords). 


Before its intervention in Ukraine, Russia cited NATO’s eastward 
expansion, the deployment of missiles in Romania and Poland, war 
games near its borders and the arming of Ukraine as red lines that the 
West had crossed. 


After a year of war, Western leaders appear now to be turning to a realist 
approach. Macron, for instance, at the Munich Security Conference dismissed 
any talk of regime change in Moscow. 


No US Reaction 


Left to Right: Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock at Munich 
Security Conference. (Schulmann/MSC) 


Washington has not commented on the Journal's story about the peace 
talks-for-arms proposal. 


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken last month discussed with The 
Washington Post arming Ukraine post-war but he did not say that Ukraine should 
seek peace talks. 


“We have to be thinking — and we are — about what the postwar 
future looks like to ensure that we have security and stability for 
Ukrainians and security and stability in Europe,” Blinken told the 
conference in Munich. 


The proposal to bring Ukraine even closer to NATO than it already is, with 
greater access to weapons after the war, should be on the agenda at NATO’s 
annual meeting in July, said Rishi Sunak, the British prime minister, at the 
Munich conference. 


“The NATO summit must produce a clear offer to Ukraine, also to give Zelensky 
a political win that he can present at home as an incentive for negotiations,” a 
British official told the Journal. 


The deal with NATO would not include membership with its Article 5 
protection, the newspaper reported. “We would like to have security 
guarantees on the path to NATO,” Zelensky told a press conference on 
Friday. 


In the meantime, Macron, according to the WS/ report, said that Ukraine should 
press forward with a military offensive to regain territory in order to push 
Moscow to the peace table. 


There has been no reaction from Moscow about the proposal. Political analyst 
Alexander Mercouris, in his video report on Saturday, said Russia would likely be 


incentivized to continue fighting rather than enter peace talks with the 
knowledge that Ukraine would be heavily armed by NATO after the war. 


“The Russians are never going to agree with something like 
this,” Mercouris said. 


“They must be saying to themselves that instead of agreeing to this plan, it 
actually makes more sense ... to continue this war because one of [Russia’s] 
objectives is the total demilitarization of Ukraine.” 


What the Western powers are proposing is the opposite, he said. Given that 
Russia considers it is winning and “there seems to be a general 
acknowledgment amongst Western governments that Ukraine can’t win this 
war, ...where is the incentive for ... Russia to even consider this plan?” 


For Moscow, Mercouris said, Ukraine’s demilitarization is an “absolute, 
existential matter.” 


If Ukraine is going to get even more advanced weapons from NATO after the war 
as opposed to what it would get “whilst the war is still underway, then it makes 
even less sense” for Russia “to stop the war and agree to this plan.” 


Russia is facing a “weakening adversary now,” Mercouris said, and 
Moscow clearly prefers that to facing a “strengthened adversary 
later.” 


Russia, war: feb27 Saboteurs Say They Blew Up 
A Russian Military Plane In Belarus 


Secret operatives reportedly used drones to carry out the attack, before sneaking back 
across the border and out of Belarus. Reuters is also as of Monday morning reporting 
the news. 


Belarus’ anti-Lukashenko opposition is now claiming that it was a successful sabotage 
operation which targeted Russian aircraft. The information has been revealed by 
officials working under exiled Belarusian opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaya: 


"Partisans... confirmed a successful special operation to blow up a rare 
Russian plane at the airfield in Machulishchy near Minsk," tweeted Franak 
Viacorka, a close adviser of opposition figurehead Svetlana Tikhanovskaya. 


"This is the most successful diversion since the beginning of 2022," he added. 


The two Belarusians who carried out the operation had used drones, he said, adding 
that they had already left the country and were safe. 


Tikhanovskaya herself also weighed in, saying, "| am proud of all Belarusians who 
continue to resist the Russian hybrid occupation of Belarus & fight for the freedom of 


Ukraine." She's long carried out her opposition activity in exile from Lithuania and 
earlier Poland, having also recently been tried in absentia by Lukashenko's court 
system. 


She further claimed the aircraft was worth 330 million euros, with other opposition 
media sources identifying that it was an A-50 surveillance plane. 


Exploring emotions, the brain, and free will with 
Dr. Lisa Feldman Barrett 


https://interestingengineering.com/science/ 
exploring-emotions-the-brain-and-free-will-with- 
dr-lisa-feldman-barrett 


Material Today: 3D printable ink containing 
bacteria will be used in many fields 


“The versatility of the Bactolnk processing, combined with the low 
environmental impact and excellent mechanical properties of the 
mineralized materials, opens up many new possibilities for 
fabricating lightweight, load-bearing composites that are more 
akin to natural materials than to today’s synthetic composites,” 
Amstad says. 


EPFL's study was published in Materials Today on February 18. 


3D-printed materials have been studied as a 
replacement for pressurized air, as Gizmodo 
notes. 
https://interestingengineering.com/innovation/ 
wilson-airless-basketball-prototype 


Stats, tech: feb25 Scientists grow electrodes in 
brain, thanks to a simple viscous gel 


Bridging the gap between electronics and 
biological tissue 


Now, why is this significant? 


Complex biological functions can be understood when electronics are linked 
to biological tissue. Diseases in the brain can be combated, and future 
interfaces between man and machine can be developed. 


However, this was impossible as conventional bioelectronics have a fixed 
and static design that is impossible to combine with living biological signal 
systems. 


Researchers have developed a method for creating soft, substrate-free, 
electronically conductive materials in living tissue to bridge this gap. Upon 
injecting a gel comprising enzymes as the "assembly molecules", the 
researchers could grow electrodes in the tissue of zebrafish and medicinal 
leeches. 


"Contact with the body’s substances changes the structure of the gel and 
makes it electrically conductive, which it isn’t before injection. Depending on 
the tissue, we can also adjust the composition of the gel to get the electrical 
process going," said Xenofon Strakosas, a researcher at LOE and Lund 
University and one of the study's lead authors. 


https://interestingengineering.com/innovation/scientists-grow-electrodes-in- 
brain 


Microsoft trains ChatGPT to control robots 


Imagine a scenario in which you can directly communicate with robots, 
enabling them to complete various tasks for you. To achieve this, Microsoft 
has outlined its plans to partner with OpenAl to develop ChatGPT's 
capabilities to control robots. The software giant used the chatbot and 
"controlled multiple platforms such as robot arms, drones, and home 
assistant robots intuitively with language," the company wrote ina 


blog post. 


https://interestingengineering.com/innovation/microsoft-trains-chatgpt-to-control-robots 


China, war: feb25 china plans to launch 13000 
satallites to counter elons musks push into 
space 


The plan to dispatch almost 13,000 satellites to throttle Starlink 

exposure comes under the mysterious project, code name "GW," 
according to People's Liberation Army's (PLA) space engineering 
researchers. 


"The 'GW' constellation will include 12,992 satellites owned by the 
newly established China Satellite Network Group Co", said the 
scientific team from the Space Engineering University in 

Beijing, South China Morning Post (SCMP) reported on Friday. 


Though SpaceX anticipates having 12,000 satellites in orbit by 2027 anda 
final total of 40,000 orbiting devices, this attempt would overwhelm 
Starlink's present count of about 3,500 satellites. 


China feels compelled to move so swiftly on this project because it wants to 
stop Starlink from monopolizing the low-Earth orbit space and barring other 
businesses or nations from using it. 


Starlink worries China 


Researchers want to ensure that China "has a place in low orbit and prevent 
the Starlink constellation from excessively pre-empting low-orbit resources." 


And "gain opportunities and advantages at other orbital altitudes, and even 
suppress Starlink." 


The China Satellite Network Group Co has also stated that they hope to use 
their own constellations to track and maybe deactivate Starlink satellites, 
noted the SCMP report. 


The researchers in the group are concerned about the maneuverability of 
Starlink satellites because they believe Musk's satellites could be used to 
target and destroy other spacecraft. 


Therefore, Chinese researchers aspire to be able to match that potential by 
introducing their own fleet of satellites in the near space. 


https://interestingengineering.com/innovation/china-to-thwart- 
elon-musk-starlink-satellites 


crypto, government, markets: feb25 In 2009, 
there was one cryptocurrency: bitcoin. Now 
there are more than 9,000 cryptocurrencies and 
many digital assets with other uses. 


MSCI ®© 


<. Datonomy” 


A New Framework for Classifying Digital Assets 


With the aim to add clarity to digital assets and their 
functionality, MSCI has collaborated with Coin Metrics 
and Goldman Sachs to develop a classification system 
known as datonomy. 


In 2009, there was one cryptocurrency: bitcoin. Now there are more 
than 9,000 cryptocurrencies and many digital assets with other uses. 
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How is each sector defined? 


Facilitate value transfer on 
the blockchain for users with 
a specific interest, such as 
privacy, social community or 
cross-border payments. 


Native to blockchains, their 
primary purpose is value transfer 
for general on-chain payments. 


Stablecoins 


Tokens that are pegged to a 
sovereign-issued currency to 
offer access to blockchain apps 
without exposure to price action 
in digitally native tokens. 


Tokenized Assets 


Tokens that provide exposure 
to another asset, on-chain or 
off-chain, and are pegged to the 
value of that underlying asset. 


Claim Tokens 


Tokens that give the holder credit 
toward an underlying asset that 
was lent or staked to earn interest. 


Smart Contract Platforms 


Tokens native to blockchain protocols 
that facilitate the execution of smart 
contracts and power a diverse set of 
decentralized apps. 


Blockchain Utilities 


Tokens that aim to improve a 
blockchain's core infrastructure 
for increased scale, blockchain 
interoperability, and low- 
friction operations. 


Application Utilities 


Tokens that allow for faster app 
development, easier integration, and 
better connectivity to participants 
and data on and off-chain. 


Datonomy and its related data analytics aim to help investors seeking to monitor 
market trends, analyze portfolio risk and return, and build new products. 


Learn more about dat 


Powering better investment decisions. 


ABOUT Msci 


MSCI notice and disctaimer 


datonomy” notice and disclaimer 
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Media Services 


Tokens that facilitate the decentralized 
ownership and distribution of content 
across various mediums. 


Tokens associated with a virtual blockchain- 


powered ecosystem that facilitate the 
‘ownership and transfer of digital property. 


Information Technology 


Tokens that support the storage, sharing, 


aggregation, computation, and manipulation 


of on-chain data for software developers. 


Business Services 


Tokens that provide products or services 
for the development of blockchain-based 
platforms at the professional or 
enterprise-level. 


intermediated Finance 


Tokens that facilitate custodial financial 
activity, such as lending and payments, 
on a corporate entity's platform. 


Decentralized Finance 


Tokens that provide the user with 
economic interest, trading power, or 
an on-chain alternative to traditional 
financial services and products. 


Source for datonomy structure and sector definitions: MSCI, Coin Met 
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The Main Uses of Digital Assets 


MSCI collaborated with Coin Metrics and Goldman Sachs to develop the 
framework, which classifies digital assets according to what they are primarily 
used for. It is hierarchical with three levels of classifications: classes, sectors, 
and subsectors. 


Let’s take a closer look at one sector within each class. 


Specialized Coins facilitate value transfer on the blockchain for users with a 
specific interest, such as privacy, social community, or cross-border payments. 
Meme coins like Dogecoin fall under this sector, as do cryptocurrencies like 
Monero where every user is anonymous by default. 


Smart Contract Platforms are tokens native to blockchain protocols that 
facilitate the execution of smart contracts and power a diverse set of 
decentralized applications. Following an “if this, then that” structure, smart 
contracts are essentially digital agreements that automatically execute when 
the terms are met. Ethereum is an example of a smart contract platform. 


Decentralized Finance tokens provide the user with economic interest, 
trading power, or an on-chain alternative to traditional financial services and 
products. The sector includes things like exchanges (such as Uniswap), peer-to- 
peer loans, prediction markets for betting, and asset management. 


Stablecoin tokens are pegged to a sovereign-issued currency to offer access to 
blockchain apps without exposure to price action in digitally native tokens. An 
example of a stablecoin is Tether, which has a 1-to-1 peg with a matching fiat 
currency such as the U.S. dollar. 


A Structural Lens for Investors 


As the digital assets universe continues to expand and evolve, investors need a 
consistent way to analyze the market. 


Datonomy and its related data analytics aim to help investors seeking to 
monitor market trends, analyze portfolio risk and return, and build new 
products. 


Get insight on digital assets with MSCI’s data service, datonomy. 


War, Russia: feb25 Media Bewildered As Russian 
Economy Projected To Grow In 2023 Despite 
NATO Sanctions 


censorship, government, stats: feb25 LA's Soros 
DA Suspends Prosecutor For 'Misgendering' 
Child Molester Accused Of Murder 


Los Angeles Country District Attorney George Gascon suspended a prosecutor for 
misgendering and 'deadnaming' a convicted child molester accused of murder, 
who started identifying as a woman after being arrested, Fox News reports. 


Eight years ago, Gascon's office refused to prosecute the individual, Hannah Tubbs, as 
an adult, after he molested a 10-year-old girl just two weeks before his 18th 
birthday. Tubbs, now 26, went by "James" at the time of the molestation. Tubbs was 
also accused of sexually molesting a four-year-old girl at a California library in August 
of 2013 while her mother was "just a few aisles over" browsing books. 


Early last year, Tubbs was sentenced to two years in a juvenile 
facility for girls. 


Meanwhile, Tubbs has been charged with using a rock to murder another 
member of a "survivalist transient group" in 2019 when living in Kern County, 
California. 


Which brings us to Soros-funded DA George Gascon, who suspended 
prosecutor Shea Sanna for allegedly misgendering and "deadnaming" 
Shea (using his male identity). 


The DA's office is now treating Tubbs as a victim; 


"While we cannot comment on the specifics of a personnel matter, | can say that 
the actions taken by the Department were the result of the findings conducted 
by an independent County Policy of Equity Investigation," LA County DA's office 
Comms director Tiffiny Blacknell told the Daily Caller. "I can also say is that 


the Transgender community is frequently the target of violent 
attacks. They are also reluctant to come forward and report their attacks 
because of how they’re treated in the criminal legal system. The LADA office 
takes seriously our responsibility to treat all people with respect and dignity no 
matter their gender identity." 


Last year, Fox News obtained jailhouse recordings of Tubbs admitting that 
it was wrong to attack the little girl, but gloating over the light punishment. 


The suspect boasted that nothing would happen after the guilty plea, 
due to Gascon's lenient policies for juvenile defendants and laughed about not 
having to go back to prison or register as a sex offender. Tubbs also made 
explicit remarks about the victim that are unfit to print. -Fox News (via Yahoo!) 


"So now they're going to put me with other trannies that have seen 
their cases like mine or with one tranny like me that has a case like 
mine," Tubbs tells his father. "So when you come to court, make sure you 
address me as her." 


In another call, they laughed about choosing the new name, Hannah. 


Tubbs is currently being held on $1 million bond in Kern County Jail under the 
name James Tubbs, while court records use the name Hannah Tubbs. 


Rep. Gaetz Bill Would Pull US Troops Out of 
Syria 


Biden Believed Asset Theft Would End 
Ukraine War 


US to Send $10 Billion in Economic Aid to Ukraine 


Nuland Says US Ready to Discuss New START With Russia 
‘Tomorrow’ 


UNSC Holds Meeting on Nord Stream Sabotage 


US to Expand Military Presence in Taiwan 


Philippines in Talks With US, Australia on Joint S. China 
Sea Patrols 


China Says Sending Weapons Into Ukraine War Won't 
Bring Peace 


Israel Bombs Gaza Following Deadly W. Bank 
Raid 


Hungary to Send Delegation to Sweden, Finland 
Over NATO 
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by William Ruger 
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What They Didn't Talk 
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Munich by Doug Bandow 
War and 
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More Viewpoints 


The Corruption of Massive 
Industry 'Sweeteners' in 


Foreign Arm Sales 

Western Countries Far More 
Hawkish on Russia Than 
Asia: Poll 


Russia 


Russia's Putin Discusses 
Karabakh Crisis With Armenian 
PM 

UN Approves Resolution Calling 
for Russia to Leave Ukraine 
These Six Countries Sided With 
Russia in UN Vote on Ukraine 
War 

Putin Says Sarmat Nuclear 
Missile to Be Deployed This Year 


Senators Urge Halt to Chinese 
Carriers Overflying Russia on 
US Flights 


Ukraine 
Zelensky: Military Situation in 


Palestine/Israel 


Biden's Top Middle East Advisor 
Travels to Region Amid West 
Bank Tensions 

‘Catastrophic': Palestinians 
Recount Fatal Israeli Raid on 
Nablus 

Palestinian Man Shot by Israeli 
Troops Dies From Wounds 

A Palestinian Man Died in This 
Medic's Arms After Israeli Raid. 
Then He Realized It Was His 
Father 

Gaza ‘Waiting for War Every 
Moment' as Israel Tension Surges 
Israel's 'Massacre' in Nablus 
Ferments Anger in Gaza 


General Strike Launched in 


More News 


Journal, holy roman empire, history: just what I 
was looking for about the papacy, holy roman 
empire, and how they were able to emulate 
similar imperial reach to that of the early roman 
empire, where they controlled most of western 
europe through rome. This seems to confirm 
what I suspected. You can see here that France 
eventually took this control from rome when 
they say a french king had a roman pope killed, 
who would subsequently move the papacy to 
france. The post also goes into papal corruption, 
from buying forgivness to nepotism in the clergy 


In the early 14th century, the papacy was well past the prime of its secular rule - its 
importance had peaked in the 12th and 13th centuries. The success of the 

early Crusades added greatly to the prestige of the Popes as secular leaders 

of Christendom, with monarchs like those of England, France, and even the Holy Roman 
Emperor merely acting as marshals for the popes and leading "their" armies. One 
exception was Frederick Il, Holy Roman Emperor, who was twice excommunicated by 
the Pope during a Crusade. Frederick II ignored this and was moderately successful in 


the Holy Land. 


King Philip IV of France wanted to use the finances of the Church to pay for his war with 
the English. Pope Boniface VIII protested, leading to a feud.“ 


This state of affairs culminated in the unbridled declaration of papal supremacy, Unam 
sanctam, in November 1302. In that papal bull, Pope Boniface VIII decreed that "it is 
necessary to salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman pontiff." This 
was directed primarily to King Phillip IV of France who responded by saying, "Your 
venerable conceitedness may know that we are nobody's vassal in temporal 

m atte rs. "(citation needed) 


In 1303 AD, Pope Boniface VIII followed up with a bull that would excommunicate the 
king of France and put an interdict over all France. Before this was finalized, Italian 
allies of the King of France broke into the papal residence and beat Pope Boniface VIII. 
He died shortly thereafter. Nicholas Boccasini was elected as his successor and took the 
name Pope Benedict XI. He absolved King Phillip IV and his subjects of their actions 
against Pope Boniface VIII, though the culprits who assaulted Boniface were 
excommunicated and ordered to appear before a pontifical tribunal. Benedict XI died 
within eight months of being elected to the papacy. After eleven months, Bertrand de 
Got, a Frenchman and a personal friend of King Phillip IV, was elected as pope and took 
the name Pope Clement V. 


Beginning with Clement V, elected 1305, all popes during the Avignon papacy were 
French. 


This part names some of the families that controlled the papacy in rome at that time. 


A stronger impact was made by the move of the Roman Curia from Rome to Poitiers in 
France in 1305, and then to Avignon in 1309. Following the impasse during the 
previous conclave, and to escape from the infighting of the powerful Roman families 
that had produced earlier Popes, such as the Colonna and Orsini families, the Catholic 
Church looked for a safer place and found it in Avignon, which was surrounded by the 
lands of the papal fief of Comtat Venaissin. Formally it was part of Arles, but in reality it 
was under the influence of the French king. 


And then this is huge. Proves to be a major turning point in european history, where 
temporal powers of the pope seem to be transferred, by defacto at first, to the king of 
france, who eventually uses this power to challenge and end institutions that had 
supported the papcy's influence for many many years... 


After the arrest of the Bishop of Pamiers by Philip IV of France in 1301, Pope Boniface 
VIII issued the bull Salvator Mundi, retracting all privileges granted to the French king by 


previous popes, and a few weeks later Ausculta fili with charges against the king, 
summoning him before a council to Rome. In a bold assertion of papal sovereignty, 
Boniface declared that "God has placed us over the Kings and Kingdoms." 


In response, Philip wrote "Your venerable conceitedness may know, that we are 
nobody's vassal in temporal matters," and called for a meeting of the Estates General, a 
council of the lords of France, who had supported his position. The King of France issued 
charges of sodomy, simony, sorcery, and heresy against the pope and summoned him 
before the council. The pope's response was the strongest affirmation to date of papal 
sovereignty. In Unam sanctam (November 18, 1302), he decreed that "it is necessary to 
salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman pontiff." 


He was preparing a bull that would excommunicate the King of France and put the 
interdict over France when in September 1303, William Nogaret, the strongest critic of 
the papacy in the French inner circle, led a delegation to Rome, with intentionally loose 
orders by the king to bring the pope, if necessary by force, before a council to rule on 
the charges brought against him. Nogaret coordinated with the cardinals of the Colonna 
family, long-standing rivals against whom the pope had even preached a crusade earlier 
in his papacy. In 1303 French and Italian troops attacked the pope in Anagni, his home 
town, and arrested him. He was freed three days later by the population of Anagni. 
Boniface VIII, then 68 years of age, was deeply shattered by this attack on his own 
person and died a few weeks later. 


Cooperation(edit] 


Clement V in a later engraving 


In reaction to the intransigence of Popes like Boniface VIII, the French tightened their 
influence under the papacy, eventually reducing the Popes to puppets and stacking the 
Papal court with French clerics.2% 


The death of Pope Boniface VIII deprived the papacy of its most able politician who 
could stand against the secular power of the king of France. After the conciliatory 
papacy of Benedict XI (1303-04), Pope Clement V (1305-1314) became the next pontiff. 
He was born in Gascony, in southern France, but was not directly connected to the 
French court. He owed his election to the French clerics. He decided against moving to 
Rome and established his court in Avignon. In this situation of dependency on powerful 
neighbours in France, three principles characterized the politics of Clement V: the 
suppression of heretic movements (such as the Cathars in southern France); the 
reorganization of the internal administration of the church; and the preservation of an 
untainted image of the church as the sole instrument of God's will on earth. 


The latter was directly challenged by Philippe IV when he demanded a posthumous trial 
of his former adversary, the late Boniface VIII, for alleged heresy. Phillipe exerted strong 
influence on the cardinals of the collegium, and compliance with his demand could 
mean a severe blow to the church's authority. Much of Clement's politics was designed 
to avoid such a blow, which he finally did (persuading Phillipe to leave the trial to the 
Council of Vienne, where it lapsed). However, the price was concessions on various 
fronts; despite strong personal doubts, Clement supported Phillipe's proceedings 
against the Templars, and he personally ruled to suppress the order. 


ohn XXII 


One important issue during the papacy of Pope John XXII (born Jacques Duéze in Cahors, 
and previously archbishop in Avignon) was his conflict with Louis IV, Holy Roman 
Emperor, who denied the sole authority of the Pope to crown the Emperor. Louis 


followed the example of Philippe IV, and summoned the nobles of Germany to back his 
position. Marsilius of Padua justified secular supremacy in the territory of the Holy 
Roman Empire. This conflict with the Emperor, often fought out in expensive wars, 
drove the papacy even more into the arms of the French king. 


Benedict XII 


Pope Benedict XII (1334-1342), born Jaques Fournier in Pamiers, was previously active 
in the inquisition against the Cathar movement. In contrast to the rather bloody picture 
of the Inquisition in general, he was reported to be very careful about the souls of the 
examined, taking a lot of time in the proceedings. His interest in pacifying southern 
France was also motivation for mediating between the King of France and the King of 
England, before the outbreak of the Hundred Years' War. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avignon_ Papacy 


Investiture Controversy: At issue was who, the 
pope or the monarchs, had the authority to 
appoint (invest) local church officials such as 
bishops of cities and abbots of monasteries. 


https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-fmcc- 
worldhistory/chapter/the-development-of-papal- 
supremacy/ 


crusades: Both these efforts, although ultimately unsuccessful, greatly 
enhanced papal prestige in the 12th and 13th centuries. Such powerful popes as 
Alexander Ill (r. 1159-81), Innocent III (r. 1198-1216), Gregory IX (r. 1227-41), and 
Innocent IV (r. 1243-54) wielded a primacy over the church that attempted to 
vindicate a jurisdictional supremacy over emperors and kings in temporal and 
Spiritual affairs. Throughout the rest of the Middle Ages, popes struggled with 
monarchs over power. 


https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-fmcc-worldhistory/chapter/the-development-of- 
papal-supremacy/ 


papal states..papal supremecy 


Pope Stephen Il (Latin: Stephanus Il, 714 - 26 April 757) was born a Roman aristocrat 
and member of the Orsini family. Stephen was the bishop of Rome from 26 March 752 
to his death. Stephen II marks the historical delineation between the Byzantine 

Papacy and the Frankish Papacy. During Stephen's pontificate, Rome was facing 
invasion by the Lombards when Stephen II went to Paris to seek assistance from Pepin 
the Short. Pepin defeated the Lombards and made a gift of land to the pope, eventually 
leading to the establishment of the Papal States. 


https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-fmcc-worldhistory/chapter/the-development-of- 
papal-supremacy/ 


The Byzantine Papacy was a period of Byzantine domination of the 

Roman papacy from 537 to 752, when popes required the approval of the Byzantine 
Emperor for episcopal consecration, and many popes were chosen from 

the apocrisiarii (liaisons from the pope to the emperor) or the inhabitants of Byzantine- 
ruled Greece, Syria, or Sicily. Justinian | reconquered the Italian peninsula in the Gothic 
War (535-554) and appointed the next three popes, a practice that would be continued 
by his successors and later be delegated to the Exarchate of Ravenna. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine Papacy 


think this is true based upon what i read afterword, but still not completely sure. eyes 
really dry right now 


In 751 the Exarchate of Ravenna fell to the Lombards under King Aistulf. Rome, 

under Pope Stephen II, attempted diplomatic negotiations with Aistulf, and upon the 
failure of those negotiations, entreated King Pepin the Short of the Franks to intervene 
on its behalf. Pepin defeated the Lombards by 756 and granted the lands of the Duchy 
of Rome as well as the former Lombard possessions to the Papacy in what is referred to 
as the Donation of Pepin, marking the true beginning of the Papal States. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Duchy_of Rome 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope Stephen_Il 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temporal_power_of the Holy See 


War, china, readlater, journal, censorship: feb25 
china releases essay outlining american 
hypocrisy: "So far, the United States had or has 
imposed economic sanctions on nearly 40 


countries across the world, including Cuba, 
China, Russia, the DPRK, Iran and Venezuela, 
affecting nearly half of the world's population." 


It repeatedly calls out American hypocrisy and says the US has departed from 
the very principles it has long espoused and claimed to represent: 


"The United States of America" has turned itself into "the United States of 
Sanctions." And "long-arm jurisdiction" has been reduced to nothing but a tool 
for the United States to use its means of state power to suppress economic 
competitors and interfere in normal international business. This is a serious 
departure from the principles of liberal market economy that the United States 
has long boasted. 


This also comes the very week that China unveiled a peace plan intended to 
wind down the Russia-Ukraine war. To be expected, the plan was met with an 
icy reception in Europe and the US. 


Below is the Chinese government document in its entirety, which was sent out 
to Western government officials and media late this week. 
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US Hegemony and Its Perils 
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Introduction 


Since becoming the world's most powerful country after the two world wars and 
the Cold War, the United States has acted more boldly to interfere in the internal 
affairs of other countries, pursue, maintain and abuse hegemony, advance 
subversion and infiltration, and willfully wage wars, bringing harm to the 
international community. 


The United States has developed a hegemonic playbook to stage "color 
revolutions," instigate regional disputes, and even directly launch wars under 


the guise of promoting democracy, freedom and human rights. Clinging to the 
Cold War mentality, the United States has ramped up bloc politics and stoked 
conflict and confrontation. It has overstretched the concept of national security, 
abused export controls and forced unilateral sanctions upon others. It has taken 
a selective approach to international law and rules, utilizing or discarding them 
as it sees fit, and has sought to impose rules that serve its own interests in the 
name of upholding a "rules-based international order." 


This report, by presenting the relevant facts, seeks to expose the U.S. abuse of 
hegemony in the political, military, economic, financial, technological and 
cultural fields, and to draw greater international attention to the perils of the 
U.S. practices to world peace and stability and the well-being of all peoples. 


I. Political Hegemony -- Throwing Its Weight Around 


The United States has long been attempting to mold other countries and the 
world order with its own values and political system in the name of promoting 
democracy and human rights. 


@ Instances of U.S. interference in other countries’ internal affairs abound. In the 
name of "promoting democracy," the United States practiced a "Neo-Monroe 
Doctrine" in Latin America, instigated "color revolutions" in Eurasia, and 
orchestrated the "Arab Spring" in West Asia and North Africa, bringing chaos 
and disaster to many countries. 


In 1823, the United States announced the Monroe Doctrine. While touting an 
"America for the Americans," what it truly wanted was an "America for the 
United States." ssesssssees (find the rest on google) 


Russia In Talks With China To Buy Suicide 
Drones: German Media 


Inflation: feb25 Trailer Park Millionaires: Tiny 
Home In The Hamptons Sells For Record $3.75 
Million 

US Military Aid To Ukraine Exceeds The Costs Of 
Afghanistan 


Stats: japanese live longer--literally. And by a lot 


The World's Oldest Populations 


Countries/territories with the highest share of people 
aged 65 and older” 


M Europe W Asia W Carribean 
2022 2050 


* only includes countries/territories with a population of more than 1 million people 
Source: United Nations Population Division 
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censorship: feb25 House GOP Investigate State 
Department-Funded 'Disinformation' Group 
Behind Conservative Blacklists 


House Oversight Chair James Comer (R-Ky.) sent a letter on Thursday to the U.S. 
State Department demanding records and a briefing by the agency regarding 
its alleged funding of a “disinformation tracking group” that is 
blacklisting conservative-leaning news outlets. 


The letter (pdf) cites as evidence the Washington Examiner's series of 
investigative reports uncovering the State Department’s alleged partnership 
with activist organizations, specifically one “foreign organization,” to “Suppress 


lawful speech and defund disfavored news outlets under the guise of combatting 
disinformation.” 


“The Committee is disturbed by recent reporting that taxpayer money 
ended up in the hands of a foreign organization running an advertising 
blacklist of organizations accused of hosting disinformation on their 
websites, including several conservative-leaning news organizations,” 
Comer wrote. 


The letter goes on to detail the Washington Examiner’s findings. 


According to the outlet, major ad companies look to “nonpartisan” groups that 
claim to detect and fight “disinformation” online to help determine which news 
outlets and websites they should avoid. 


Some of these “disinformation monitors,” the Washington Examiner went on to 
explain, “are compiling secret blacklists and feeding them to ad 

companies, with the aim of defunding and shutting down disfavored 
speech.” 


One such group is British Global Disinformation Institute (GDI), which has 
compiled a “dynamic exclusion list” of 2,000 websites and rates those outlets 
based on their “alleged disinformation ‘risk’ factor,” according to the 
Washington Examiner. 


GDI's website further explains its purpose. Calling itself an “independent, non- 
profit, open source, intelligence hub,” GDI “tracks disinformation and extremism 
across platforms online” to “serve a broad array of governments, NGOs [non- 
governmental organizations], online platforms, and media.” 


In his letter, Comer cites a $330,000 figure that, according to the Washington 
Examiner, GDI received from State Department funds. 


“The federal government should not be censoring free speech nor policing what 
news outlets Americans choose to consume,” Comer wrote in the letter. 


“And taxpayer funds should never be given to third parties with the 
intent that they be used to censor lawful speech or abridge the 
freedom of the press,” he continued. 


Russia, war: feb25 Crimea Bridge Repairs 
Completed Mere Months After Sabotage Blast; 
Inaugurated by Putin in 2018 at a cost of $3.7 
billion, the bridge has since been used as a key 


resupply route to Russian forces fighting in 


Ukraine 

Inaugurated by Putin in 2018 at a cost of $3.7 billion, the bridge has 
since been used as a key resupply route to Russian forces fighting in 
Ukraine. The attack had been the biggest escalation in the war up to 
that point, and was accompanied by strikes and bombings in the 
Crimean peninsula itself. 


Government, Germany: feb25 Greens Demand 
Change In Germany's "Failed" Immigration 
Policy 


A group of German Green politicians is calling for a radical change in 
what they call Germany’s “failed migration policy,” and municipalities 
agree, business daily Handelsblatt reports. 


The chief executive of the Association of Towns and Municipalities, Gerd 
Landsberg, has welcomed the call by a group of Green politicians for a tougher 
asylum policy. 


“We need a turnaround in migration policy, also to ensure social 
acceptance,” Landsberg told Handelsblatt. 


“This includes more effective integration, clearer communication, also 
toward the arriving people, and active participation from the asylum 
seekers.” 


Earlier, a group within the Green Party had called for a change of course in 
refugee policy in light of the completely overburdened municipalities. It calls 
itself “Vert Realos,” meaning “Real Greens.” 


In a paper titled “Memorandum for a different migration policy in Germany,” 
the group warns of a shift to the right “should citizens continue to lose 
their sense of security and migrants not be perceived as a normality in 
the neighborhood.” 


Germany alone, without European cooperation, cannot take in all the refugees, 
emphasize the signatories, including Rebecca Harms, the former Greens- 
European Free Alliance president in the European Parliament, and Tubingen’s 
mayor, Boris Palmer. 


Landsberg, who is a member of the conservative CDU, stressed that it is of 
course necessary to help people who are being persecuted or who have come 
from war zones such as Ukraine, but this is also a European challenge, he said. 


“It cannot be that Germany bears the main burden and the other EU states take 
in significantly fewer people,” said the head of the association of cities. 


The principle in Europe, he said, must be: Help, distribute fairly, but 
also protect the external borders effectively. 


“This is also indispensable for acceptance among our population.” 


Criticism for a lack of “a clear integration 
concept” 


The Green proposal is also being debated in the traffic light federal coalition. 


The FDP was open to the demands, while the SPD reacted cautiously. The 
spokesman for migration and integration of the SPD parliamentary group, Lars 
Castellucci, spoke of an “internal party matter” of the Green Party. 


“They should be happy to discuss it,” Castellucci told Handelsblatt. “If 
there are concerns in the coalition, it will be discussed openly.” 


War: Sweden To Send 'Around' 10 Leopard 
Tanks, Anti-Air Systems To Ukraine 


Government, markets, inflation: feb25 
government sachs: Hartnett: "The Next Great 
Bull Markets Starts After The Next Recession, 
When The Fed Is Forced To Bail Out The US" 


"The great irony of inflationary 2020s will be in next recession Fed forced to 
resort to YCC to bail out US government...and that’s when the next great 
bull market in risk begins." 


News Updated February 24, 2023 - 12:51 PM EST 


Rep. Gaetz Bill Would Pull US Troops Out of 

Syria 

US to Expand Military Presence in Taiwan 
Philippines in Talks With US, Australia on Joint S. China 


Sea Patrols 


China Says Sending Weapons Into Ukraine War Won't 
Bring Peace 


US to Send $10 Billion in Economic Aid to 
Ukraine 


Nuland Says US Ready to Discuss New START With Russia 
‘Tomorrow’ 


UNSC Holds Meeting on Nord Stream Sabotage 


Hungary to Send Delegation to Sweden, Finland 
Over NATO 


New Biden Arms Sale Policy on Human Rights 
Abusers 


Israel Strikes Gaza as Following Deadly West Bank 
Raid 
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When Biden Says 'As Long as What They Didn't Talk 

It Takes,' What Does Ukraine About in 

Hear? by Ted Snider Munich by Doug Bandow 
Endless Wars Are the Enemy War and 

of Indifference by Andrew P. Napo 
Freedom by John & Nisha Whitehead litano 


More Viewpoints 


Spotlight 


'Ukraine 
Maximalists' 


on the Right 
Still Dominate. 
But for How Long? 


by William Ruger 


Frontline 


The Corruption of Massive 
Industry ‘Sweeteners’ in 
Foreign Arm Sales 

Western Countries Far More 
Hawkish on Russia Than 
Asia: Poll 


Russia Palestine/Israel 


More News 


China, war: feb24 Mystery sphere found on 
beach perplexes Japan 


https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64730255 


Vaccine, censorship: feb24 Natural Immunity 
Better Than COVID Vaccination Against 
Omicron: CDC Study Admits 

Authored by Zachary Stieber via The Epoch Times, 


Post-infection immunity is superior to protection from COVID-19 vaccines, 
according to a new study from U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) researchers. 


Markets, inflations, government: feb24 Here's 
Where The Surge In January Spending And 
Inflation Came From: Biggest Tax Drop In 
History 


- Personal Current Taxes (SBN, SAAR) _ 
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..«. and the monthly change in $ terms: the $256BN tax drop in January 
was the biggest in history, surpassing the plunge from the March 2020 
covid crash and the Jan 2009 Global Financial Crisis crash! 
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Tech, energy, stats: feb24 Ducati Says 'Battery 
Technology Not Ready' For E-Bike 


"It's going to be some years," Jason Chinnock, Ducati's North American 
operations chief executive officer, told Bloomberg Television on Thursday. He 
said, "The Battery technology really isn't there." 


Or maybe this suggests that Ducati can't keep up with the electric motorcycle 
trend as Harley-Davidson LiveWire and startup manufacturers quickly bring 
bikes to the market. 


Here's what is currently on the e-bike market: 
LiveWire's $23,000 electric bike 


Stats, war, government, Russia: feb24 Greenwald: 
NYT Finally Admits "The International 
Community" Does Not Stand With US On 
Ukraine 


A typical consumer of Western and especially American media over the past 
year of war in Ukraine might be forgiven for assuming the so-called international 
community is fully in Washington and NATO's corner. But a detailed tally of 
nations and where they stand shows otherwise. 


This week, two somewhat surprising reports out of the most prominent and 
visible newspapers in the US have much belatedly set the record straight. 
Journalist Glenn Greenwald has pointed out that finally The New York Times has 
acknowledged the reality that the majority of the globe does not in fact "stand 
with the US" in its approach to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Greenwald sounds off 
in a Twitter thread as follows... 

Explosions In Iranian City Which Hosts Nuclear 


Facility, Air Defenses Activated 


However, the Iranian government is denying that it was a hostile attack 
from a foreign force, instead calling it a live-fire defense exercise. 


lran’s official Islamic Republic News Agency tweeted a video describing military 
training in the area. 


Israeli media has also picked up on the claims of an attack, while noting that a 
key nuclear facility is located in Karaj. As The Jerusalem Post recounts: 


Defense facilities in and near Karaj have been targeted by attacks repeatedly in 
recent years. 


In July 2021, Iran blamed Israel for a sabotage operation that targeted a 
building belonging to Iran’s Atomic Energy Organization (IAEO) in 
Karaj the month before. 


stats, markets: Award-winning hedge fund 
manager, 36, whose fund lost £180m due to 
Covid pandemic, was discharged from 
psychiatric hospital shortly before he killed 
himself, inquest hears 


https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9392677/Hedge-fund-manager-discharged- 
psychiatric-hospital-shortly-killed-himself.html 


Charles de Vaulx, the renowned value investor and co-founder of 
International Value Advisers, died in an apparent suicide on Monday 
afternoon, leaving the asset-management industry in shock. 


De Vaulx, 59, built a long career as a risk-aware, global stockpicker who 
stayed true to his deep-value approach, holding as much as 40% of assets in 
cash when he couldn’t find enough bargains. De Vaulx’s intensity and 
conviction during a 13-year stretch in which the markets favored faster- 


growing companies set him apart in the industry, even among other battle- 
tested contrarians. 

The French money manager entered his midtown Manhattan office on 
Monday afternoon and jumped from the 10th floor, according to the New 
York Police Department. The news came less than seven weeks after IVA. 
abruptly announced that it was closing down, and a week after it liquidated 
its two U.S. mutual funds.The decision to close the fund firm had surprised 
the industry. While assets had fallen sharply from onetime levels of $20 
billion, the firm still had more than $2 billion in assets, and value investing 


was beginning to see a resurgence. 
https://www.barrons.com/articles/legendary-value-manager-charles-de-vaulx-found- 


dead-51619564407 


Bloomberg reports that an office landlord 
controlled by bond giant PIMCO has defaulted 
on about $1.7 billion of mortgage notes on seven 
buildings; mortgages have floating-rate debt, 
leading to rising monthly payments as interest 


rates soared last year. 


As discussed two months ago, US offices, especially the older buildings with 
fewer amenities, have struggled in recent years to retain tennants amid the rise 
of remote work during the pandemic and recent layoffs. According to Green 
Street, values of those properties have fallen 20% since the onset of 
the pandemic in March 2020, 


The seven buildings owned by Columbia Property Trust were appraised at $2.27 
billion in 2021, according to loan documents on a $485 million CMBS that 
financed part of the debt. Goldman Sachs, Citigroup Inc. and Deutsche Bank 
funded the original debt of almost $1.9 billion. 


The Columbia default follows two weeks after Brookfield Corp., parent of the 
largest office landlord in downtown Los Angeles, defaulted on loans tied to 
two buildings rather than refinancing the debt as demand for space 
weakens in the center of the second-largest US city. 


The two properties in default, part of a portfolio called Brookfield DTLA Fund 
Office Trust Investor, are the Gas Company Tower, with $465 million in loans, 
and the 777 Tower, with about $290 million in debt, according to a filing. The 
fund manager had warned in November that it may face foreclosure on 
properties. 


777 Tower in Los AngelesPhotographer: Carol M. Highsmith Photography/Library 
of Congress 

The values of comparable office buildings have broadly dropped, according to 
the Barclays analysts. Office vacancies have increased across the country since 


the pandemic made working remotely more routine. The vacancy rate in the Los 
Angeles central business district vacancy rate was 22.7% in the fourth quarter of 
2022, according to a Jones Lang LaSalle Inc. report. 


As Bloomberg reports, Brookfield had the option to extend the maturity on the 
loans tied to the Gas Company Tower, but elected not to. It also elected not to 
get interest-rate protection that was required for loans for the 777 Tower 
property, which amounts to an event of default, the company's latest filing said. 


The Brookfield DTLA portfolio has a total of $2.28 billion in secured debt, 
according to a November filing. Other buildings with maturing debt include the 
Wells Fargo Centers North Tower with $500 million in debt due in October and 
the Wells Fargo Centers South Tower with $263 million maturing in November. 
The buildings have about $1.8 billion of floating-rate obligations, generally 
hedged with interest-rate derivatives, which can translate to increased 
payments as the Federal Reserve raises interest rates. 


The lenders have not foreclosed on the two properties or exercised other 
remedies available to them, according to Brookfield’s filing. In January, Oaktree 
Capital Management wrested control of the building known for providing the 
exterior shots for the main office in the television series “L.A. Law” after the 
owner, Coretrust Capital Partners, went into default on a loan tied to the 
property. 


Still, despite the recent increase in office-linked defaults, the delinquency rate 
for commercial mortgage-backed securities for offices is still relatively low, at 
just 1.83% in January, according to Trepp. It won't stay there long if the Fed 
continues with its 


Billionaire Private Equity Financier Thomas H. 
Lee Dies Of Self-Inflicted Gunshot Wound 


Thomas H. Lee, the billionaire who pioneered the private-equity industry and 
leveraged buyouts through a firm that bore his name, has died of a self-inflicted 
gunshot wound at his Manhattan office on Thursday morning, police sources told 
the NY Post. He was 78. 


Cops responded to a 911 call at 767 Fifth Avenue, where Thomas H. Lee Capital, 
LLC is located on the sixth floor, at around 11:10 a.m., the Post sources said 
adding that EMTs pronounced the 78-year-old businessman dead at the scene. 


China, war, censorship: feb24 European 
Commission Bans TikTok On Staff Phones Citing 
Security Concerns 


Stats, china, government: feb24 Weaponizing 
Everything, Including Lawyers And Balloons: 
China's 1999 Manual For Defeating America 
https://www.theepochtimes.com/weaponizing- 
everything-including-lawyers-and-balloons- 
chinas-1999-manual-for-defeating- 
america_5075692.html 


Stats, markets, inflation, crypto: feb24 Fiat Money 
Has Won The Battle Against Cryptocurrencies, 
Says BIS Chief 

Authored by Naveen Anthrapully via The Epoch Times, 


Agustin Carstens, head of the Bank for International Settlements (BIS), believes 
the battle between cryptocurrency and fiat currencies has come to an end, with 
the latter emerging as the winner. Fiat currency refers to money that has legal 
tender by government decree. 


“That battle has been won... A technology doesn’t make for trusted 
money,” Carstens said in an interview with Bloomberg TV on Wednesday. 


“Only the legal, historical infrastructure behind central banks can give great 
credibility” to money, he added. 


War, Russia: feb24 Dutch Intelligence: Russia 
May Be Preparing To Sabotage Energy 
Infrastructure 


Stats, history: The number of airports in the 
Russian North has declined by more than 80 
percent since the collapse of the Soviet Union 
(Window on Eurasia, February 15). 


Scrapped Railway Project Could Derail Putin's 
Arctic Ambitions 


As a result, and with growing frequency in recent years, Russian officials have 
placed their hopes in the construction of a major railway across the Russian 
North. Discussion of such a line goes back to imperial times (Svpressa.ru, 
February 19; for general discussions of building railways in the north, largely on 
the model of the Trans-Siberian Railway, see Historicus.ru, accessed February 
22), Actual construction began using Gulag prisoners at the end of 
Stalin’s rule, though it was suspended upon his death. And a new push 
for this line emerged in the past decade, with many brave words being said 
about what it would mean for the Russian North and the country more 
generally. But, in reality, little work was actually carried out on the 
ground. 


Now, even planning has been suspended, a development that makes it unlikely 
that, in this decade or the next, the Russian North will have the land-based 
infrastructure that Moscow needs if its hopes are to be realized. 


History, holy roman empire: incest, maria of 
austria, Holy Roman Empress, 1528 - 1603: On 
15 September 1548, aged twenty, she married 
her first cousin Archduke Maximilian.[2] The 
couple had sixteen children during the course of 
a Diea a tg manage 


On 13 September 1548 Emperor Charles V married Maximilian to Charles's daughter 
(Maximilian's cousin) Maria of Spain in the Castile residence of Valladolid. By the 
marriage his uncle intended to strengthen the ties with the Spanish branch of the 
Habsburgs, but also to consolidate his nephew's Catholic faith. Maximilian temporarily 
acted as the emperor's representative in Spain, however not as stadtholder of 

the Habsburg Netherlands as he had hoped for. To his indignation, King Ferdinand 
appointed his younger brother Ferdinand || administrator in the Kingdom of Bohemia, 
nevertheless Maximilian's right of succession as the future king was recognised in 1549. 
He returned to Germany in December 1550 in order to take part in the discussion over 
the Imperial succession. 


In November 1562 Maximilian was chosen King of the Romans, or German 
king, by the electoral college at Frankfurt, where he was crowned a few days 
later, after assuring the Catholic electors of his fidelity to their faith, and 
promising the Protestant electors that he would publicly accept the 
confession of Augsburg when he became emperor. He also took the usual 
oath to protect the Church, and his election was afterwards confirmed by the 
papacy. He was the first King of the Romans not to be crowned in Aachen. In 
September 1563 he was crowned King of Hungary by the Archbishop of 
Esztergom, Nicolaus Olahus, and on his father's death, in July 1564, he 
succeeded to the empire and to the kingdoms of Hungary, Croatia and 
Bohemia. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximilian_ Il, Holy Roman Emperor 


incest in the holy roman empire: Anna of Austria 
was Queen of Spain by marriage to her uncle, 
King Philip II of Spain. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anna_of_ Austria, Queen_of Spain 


Anna was the eldest daughter of Maximilian Il, Holy Roman Emperor, and Maria of 
Spain, who were first cousins. 


She was born in Spain during the reign of her maternal grandfather, Emperor Charles V, 
but lived in Vienna from the age of four. Anna was considered her father's favorite child. 
The story goes that he enjoyed playing and gambling with her and once a meeting of 
the Estates of Hungary was postponed because Anna was sick. She received a Catholic 
education. 


Marriag€leait] 


As the eldest daughter of the Holy Roman Emperor, Anna was a desirable candidate for 
marriage at the European courts. Her parents thought a Spanish marriage would 
strengthen links between the Austrian and Spanish Habsburg families. Initially she 
considered her cousin, Don Carlos, the only son of her maternal uncle Philip Il of Spain. 
These plans were shattered in 1568 when Don Carlos died. Plans for a Spanish marriage 
were revived when Philip's third wife, Elisabeth of Valois, died in childbirth, also in 1568. 


As a result, Philip was left a widower with two young daughters, Isabella Clara 

Eugenia and Catalina Micaela. He planned to remarry because he no longer had a male 
heir. The marriage was at first opposed by many, including Pope Pius V,“ but arranged 
all the same. 


In February 1569, Anna's engagement to her uncle Philip II was announced. In May 
1570, they married by proxy. She traveled from Austria to Spain in the autumn of 1570, 
accompanied by her brothers Albert and Wenceslaus. Anna passed along the English 
Channel, where Elizabeth | sent her admirals, Charles Howard and William Wynter, to 
offer support and safe passage. 


King Philip and Queen Anna banqueting with family and courtiers, by Alonso Sanchez Coello, c. 
1596 


readlater, incest, hapsburg: maximilians father 
is said on wikipedia to have laid the grounds for 
the habsburg dynasty 


Maximilian was born in Vienna, Austria, the eldest son of the Habsburg 

archduke Ferdinand |, younger brother of Emperor Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, and 
the Jagiellonian princess Anne of Bohemia and Hungary (1503-1547). He was named 
after his great-grandfather, Emperor Maximilian |. At the time of his birth, his father 
Ferdinand succeeded his brother-in-law King Louis II in the Kingdom of Bohemia and 
the Kingdom of Hungary, laying the grounds for the global Habsburg monarchy. 


Before his accession as Emperor, he ruled the Austrian hereditary lands of the 
Habsburgs in the name of his elder brother, Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor. 


In addition, Ferdinand also developed valuable relationships with the German banking 
house of Jakob Fugger and the Catalan bank, Banca Palenzuela Levi Kahana. 


The Austrian branch of Habsburg monarchs needed the economic power of Hungary for 
the Ottoman wars. During the Ottoman wars the territory of the former Kingdom of 
Hungary shrunk by around 70%. Despite these enormous territorial and demographic 
losses, the smaller, heavily war-torn Royal Hungary had remained economically more 
important to the Habsburg rulers than Austria or Kingdom of Bohemia even at the end 
of the 16th century. Out of all his countries, the depleted Kingdom of Hungary was, at 
that time, Ferdinand's largest source of revenue.22 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdinand_|, Holy Roman Emperor 


Stats, government, inflation: feb23 Water levels 
on Lake Garda in northern Italy have fallen to 
record lows, making it possible to reach the 
small island of San Biagio on the lake via an 
exposed pathway. 


italy in worst drought in 70 years... 

Weeks of dry winter weather have raised concerns that Italy could face 
another drought after last summer’s emergency, with the Alps having 
received less than half of their normal snowfall, according to scientists and 
environmental groups. 

The warning comes as Venice, where flooding is normally the primary 
concern, faces unusually low tides that are making it impossible for 
gondolas, water taxis and ambulances to navigate some of its famous 
canals. 


Italy faces another year of severe drought after little winter rain or snow 
Read more 


The problems in Venice are being blamed on a combination of factors - the 
lack of rain, a high pressure system, a full moon and sea currents. 


Weeks of dry winter weather have raised concerns that Italy could face 
another drought after last summer’s emergency, with the Alps having 
received less than half of their normal snowfall, according to scientists and 
environmental groups. 

The warning comes as Venice, where flooding is normally the primary 
concern, faces unusually low tides that are making it impossible for 
gondolas, water taxis and ambulances to navigate some of its famous 
canals. 


Italy faces another year of severe drought after little winter rain or snow 
Read more 


The problems in Venice are being blamed on a combination of factors - the 
lack of rain, a high pressure system, a full moon and sea currents. 


Tourists cross a bridge over a noticeably empty canal during a severe low tide in Venice, 
Italy. Photograph: Manuel Silvestri/Reuters 

Italian rivers and lakes are suffering from a severe lack of water, the Legambiente 
environmental group said on Monday, with attention focused on the north of the 
country. 

The Po, Italy’s longest river which runs from the Alps in the north-west to the Adriatic 
has 61% less water than normal at this time of year, it added in a statement. 


In July last year, Italy suffered its worst drought for 70 years and declared a state of 
emergency in the areas surrounding the Po, which accounts for roughly a third of the 
country’s agricultural production. 


“We are in a water deficit situation that has been building up since the winter of 2020- 
2021,” climate expert Massimiliano Pasqui from Italian scientific research institute 
CNR was quoted as saying by daily Corriere della Sera. 


“We need to recover 500mm in the north-western regions: we need 50 days of rain,” he 
said. 


The unusually low tides are making it impossible for gondolas, water taxis and 
ambulances to navigate some of Venice’s canals. Photograph: Manuel Silvestri/Reuters 
Water levels on Lake Garda in northern Italy have fallen to record lows, making it 
possible to reach the small island of San Biagio on the lake via an exposed pathway. 


An anticyclone has been dominating the weather in western Europe for 15 days, 
bringing mild temperatures more normally seen in late spring. 

Latest weather forecasts do however signal the arrival of much-needed precipitation 
and snow in the Alps in coming days. 


Italy faces new drought alert as Venice canals 
run dry 


MILAN, Feb 20 (Reuters) - Weeks of dry winter weather have 
raised concerns that Italy could face another drought after 
last Summer's emergency, with the Alps having received less 
than half of their normal snowfall, according to scientists and 
environmental groups. 


The warning comes as Venice, where flooding is normally the 
primary concern, faces unusually low tides that are making it 
impossible for gondolas, water taxis and ambulances to 
navigate some of its famous canals. 


The problems in Venice are being blamed on a combination 
of factors -- the lack of rain, a high pressure system, a full 
moon and sea currents. 


Register for free to Reuters and know the full story 


Italian rivers and lakes are suffering from severe lack of 
water, the Legambiente environmental group said on 
Monday, with attention focused on the north of the country. 


The Po, Italy's longest river which runs from the Alps in the 
northwest to the Adriatic has 61% less water than normal at 
this time of year, it added in a statement. 


Latest Updates 


Top EU bodies, citing security, ban TikTok on staff phones 

Moldova dismisses Russia report of Ukraine plot over Transdniestria, 
Moscow vows response 

Germany bids to clear the rocky path for foreign talent 

Ukraine's Zelenskiy says meeting with China ‘desirable’ 

Blinken says India, South Africa are on slow trajectory away from 
alignment with Russia 


[1/4] Gondolas are pictured in the Grand Canal during a severe low tide in 
the lagoon city of Venice, Italy, February 17, 2023. REUTERS/Manuel Silvestri 
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Last July Italy declared a state of emergency for areas 
surrounding the Po, which accounts for roughly a third of the 


country's agricultural production and suffered its worst 
drought for 70 years. 


"We are in a water deficit situation that has been building up 
since the winter of 2020-2021," climate expert Massimiliano 
Pasqui from Italian scientific research institute CNR was 
quoted as saying by daily Corriere della Sera. 
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"We need to recover 500 millimetres in the north-western 
regions: we need 50 days of rain," he added. 


Water levels on Lake Garda in northern Italy have fallen to 
record lows, making it possible to reach the small island of 
San Biagio on the lake via an exposed pathway. 


An anticyclone has been dominating the weather in western 
Europe for 15 days, bringing mild temperatures more 
normally seen in late spring. 


Latest weather forecasts do however signal the arrival of 
much-needed precipitation and snow in the Alps in coming 
days. 


War, government: feb23 NATO Criticized For 
Tweet Comparing Ukraine Conflict To Harry 
Potter 


NATO has been criticised for a bizarre tweet comparing the Ukraine 
conflict to Harry Potter and Star Wars. 


The tweet sent via NATO’s official Twitter account is a quote claimed to be from 
a soldier in the Ukrainian army. 


It reads, “This war will shape the continent. It will set rules and draw frontiers. 
Books will be written and studies done on the reality we face today. We are 
Harry Potter and William Wallace, the Na’vi and Han Solo. We're escaping from 
Shawshank and blowing up the Death Star. We are fighting with the Harkonnens 
and challenging Thanos. Ukraine is hosting one of the great epics of this 
century.” 


Markets, government, censorship: feb23 Former 
Pharma Exec Charged With Insider Trading 
Around Government's $765 Million Pandemic 
Loan To Kodak 


Kodak is back in the news again 
after some time flying under the 


radar, and for a somewhat 
surprising reason: The_Trump 
administration has tapped the 
legacy film and photography 
pioneer to produce pharmaceutical 
ingredients. 


The company will receive a $765 
million government loan to launch 
a new division called Kodak 
Pharmaceuticals, which will 
eventually produce as much as 25% 
of the active ingredients for generic 
medications in the United States. 
The deal helps fulfill a key Trump 
administration priority to reduce 
dependence on foreign production 
of drugs and other crucial products. 


It’s something of a twist in the 
storied, 140-year history of the 
Eastman Kodak Company (KODK). 
The firm made film photography 
accessible to the masses — making 
the “Kodak moment” synonymous 


with taking a picture. But Kodak 
failed to capitalize on its invention 
of digital photography in the 1970s, 
and it eventually filed for 
bankruptcy in 2012. Since then, the 
company has been trying to 
reinvent itself, and in recent years 
has leaned heavily on the 
production of advanced chemicals. 


Though the move into 
pharmaceuticals seems like a large 
leap, Kodak CEO Jim Continenza 
last week called the chemical 
business “the heart of who we are.” 
Kodak’s stock has surged around 
930% in the past five days following 
news of the agreement. 


Kodak's stock rose so fast it tripped 20 circuit breakers in a single da 


“We’re in this business, just not in 
a large way, and this is a chance for 
us to expand,” Continenza said. 


New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo described the effort as one 
to “restore Kodak’s role as an 
American innovator, and a 
formidable force in the chemical 
industry.” 


Here’s a look back at some of the 
biggest moments in Kodak’s 
history, and how the photography 
and film company became 
positioned to lead a major Trump 
administration priority. 

‘You push the button, we do the rest’ 
1880-1881: Kodak founder George 
Eastman invented a new formula 
for making dry plates, a key piece 
of photography equipment, and 
began manufacturing them in 
Rochester, New York. He called the 
business the Eastman Dry Plate 
Company. 


The firm transitioned through 
several names before landing on 


the Eastman Kodak Company in 
1892. (The word “Kodak,” 
according to the company, was 
invented by Eastman out thin air: 
“The letter ‘K’ had been a favorite 
with me — it seems a strong, 
incisive sort of letter.” ) 


1888: Eastman released the first 
Kodak camera. At the time, 
photography was not a mass 
business because of the technical 
skills and equipment needed to do 
it, but the Kodak camera was 
designed to make photography 
more widely accessible. Eastman 
coined the slogan: “You push the 
button, we do the rest.” 


George Eastman released the first Kodak camera in 1888, radically tranforming the 
photography industry. 


Royal Photographic Society 
Collection/Getty Images 


1889: Kodak released the first 
commercial transparent roll of film, 


enabling the development of the 
motion picture camera. Since then, 
the company has received nine 
Oscars for technical and scientific 
contributions to the movie industry. 


1929: Kodak marketed its first film 
designed for then-novel motion 
pictures with sound. 


1960s: Kodak’s marketing leaned 
heavily on the idea of nostalgia. A 
2007 “Mad Men” episode nodded to 
this strategy in a Don Draper 
speech about the carousel slide 
projector. 


1969: Astronauts on the Apollo 11 
space flight used a special color 
camera built by Kodak to take 
photographs during their first walk 
on the moon. 


1970s: By this time, Kodak was 
responsible for 90% of film and 85% 
of camera sales in the United 


States, according to The Economist. 
But that powerful market position 
would not last. 


The front window of a Kodak shop displays cameras and autumn leaves, with 
information about how to photograph during that season. 


SSPL/Getty Images 


1975: A young Kodak 
engineer created the first digital 


camera. But the company failed to 
Capitalize on the invention, fearing 
its popularity would take away from 
film sales. 


1985: The company’s Kodachrome 
film was used by National 
Geographic photographer Steve 
McCurry for his famous “Afghan 
Girl” image. The company stopped 
manufacturing that line of film in 
2009. 


1988: Kodak made an earlier foray 
into the pharmaceutical industry 
when it bought Sterling Drug Inc. 


for $5.1 billion. At the time, Kodak 
was the largest maker of 
photographic products in the world, 
but it faced growing competition in 
photography, and was in the 
process of diversifying its business. 
The company already had a life 
sciences segment, which the 
Sterling acquisition was intended 
to boost, the New York Times 
reported at the time. 


1994: Kodak sold off the remainder 
of its Sterling assets for $2.9 billion 
in cash, part of a move to 
concentrate on its core 
photography and imaging business. 
Kodak had previously sold 
Sterling’s pharmaceutical business 
for nearly $1.7 billion in cash, 
according to the Associated Press. 


2004: Kodak stopped selling 
traditional film cameras. 


December 2010: Kodak was delisted 
from the S&P 500. Its sales had 
shrunk almost in half between 2005 
to 2010, and profits had dried up. 


July 2011: Kodak said it was 
exploring the sale of more than 
1,100 patents, or 10% of the 
company’s patent portfolio. 


Kodak says its existing facilities, including its complex in Rochester, New York, will 
help it quickly scale up its pharmaceutical business. 


January 2012: Kodak filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Though 
some of its most valuable patents at 
the time were for digital imaging — 
including some used in 


Smartphones — the company had 


fallen behind rivals in digital 
photography. At the time of its 


filing, the company said it had 
assets worth $5.1 billion, but it also 
had 100,000 creditors and debts 
totaling $6.75 billion. 


February 2012: The company exited 
the digital camera business, and 
Said it would instead license its 
brand name to other camera 
manufacturers. 


2014: While Hollywood had largely 
moved on to digital production, 
Kodak in 2014 inked an agreement 
with industry leaders to continue 
making film for motion pictures, 
the Wall Street Journal reported. 
Kodak was the only major producer 
of motion picture film remaining, 
and its revenue from the business 
had tanked. The effort to keep it 
alive evidently had some success — 
Warner Bros’ much-anticipated film 


Tenet, set to release later this year, 
was Shot on Kodak 65mm film. 


2018: Kodak announced a plan to 
launch a “photo-centric 
cryptocurrency” called KODAKCoin, 
causing the company’s stock to 


surge 125% following the 
announcement. Little came of the 
effort. 


July 28, 2020: Kodak won a 
government loan to transform into 
a pharmaceutical ingredients 
producer. White House trade 
adviser Peter Navarro said the 
company’s expertise in fine 
chemicals was borne out of its film 
legacy. The following day, 

Kodak’s stock price rose so fast it 
tripped 20 circuit breakers 
throughout the trading session. 


A former pharma executive and his cousin were charged with insider 
trading regarding the announcement that Kodak was going to be the 
recipient of a government loan tied to Covid. 


Former executive Andrew Stiles ascertained information about Kodak's 
applications for loans to help make chemicals for Covid-19 drugs and 
then traded on the information with his cousin. The pair made more 
than $500,000 a new report from Bloomberg says. 


At the time, Stiles was an executive at a company that was working 
with Kodak on the project. He bought "more than 100,000 shares", 
according to authorities, before the stock surged after Donald Trump's 
White House said it was going to lend the company $765 million. 


Stiles' cousin made "more than $700,000" on the trade, the report says. New 
York Attorney General Letitia James has led the insider trading probe, and also 
alleged that Kodak Chief Executive Officer James Continenza was in violation of 
laws by buying shares ahead of the announcement. Despite this, the company 
claims that Continenza had been "pre-cleared" to buy the shares. 


Generic drugmaker Phlow Corp. is listed on Stiles' LinkedIn as his place of 
employment dating back to when the trading took place. Phlow said in May 2020 
it had been awarded $354 million to make medicines for pandemic response by 
the government. 


Both Stiles and his cousin have been charged with three counts of securities 
fraud and one count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud and securities 
fraud. The Kodak loan was originally targeted for helping the company 
repurpose manufacturing facilities to produce drug ingredients. 


War, Russia, china: feb23 Xi Jinping to Visit 
Moscow as China and Russia Draw Closer 
Together 


Russian President Vladimir Putin said Wednesday that Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will be visiting Moscow soon as China and Russia continue to draw closer 
together in the face of similar Western pressure. 


Putin made the announcement while hosting China’s top diplomat, Wang Yi, in 
Moscow. “We await a visit of the President of the People’s Republic of China to 
Russia, we have agreed on this,” Putin said. “Everything is progressing, 
developing. We are reaching new frontiers.” 


Wang said China and Russia have reached “new levels of cooperation” and 


expects trade between the two nations to reach $200 billion per year by 2024, 


up from $185 billion in 2022. He expressed favor for a multipolar world and said 
China and Russia together have withstood pressure from other countries. 


Swedish Prime Minister Says NATO Talks With 
Ankara Will Resume in Mid-March 


- Sweden's prime minister said on Wednesday talks with Turkey regarding 
NATO membership will resume in mid-March after stalling in January in the 
wake of a Koran-burning protest. 


"There is also a date, it's not a secret but we're waiting for confirmation," 
Swedish Prime Minister UIf Kristersson said during an interview with 
Sweden's public broadcaster SVT. 


Czechs Have Sent 89 Tanks, Hundreds of Pieces 
of Heavy Machinery to Ukraine: PM 


Stats, war, Africa: feb23 UN Says 2022 Deadliest in 


Somalia Since 2017 
Germany Expels Two Iranian Diplomats 


Belgium Probes Passage b 
‘Russian Spy Ship’ 


Hungary to Debate Finland, 
Sweden NATO Bid Next 
Wednesday -Agenda 


BUDAPEST (Reuters) - Hungary's parliament will start debating the ratification of Finland 
and Sweden's NATO membership next Wednesday, the agenda of next week's 
parliamentary session showed this Wednesday. 


German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock last week called on Turkey and Hungary to 
allow Finland and Sweden to join NATO, stating she expects all NATO members to ratify 
their bids to join the defence alliance "without further delay”. 


Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban said in November that his 
nationalist government had already decided to support Finland and 
Sweden's NATO accession. 


The Hungarian government submitted the relevant legislation in 
July, but parliament, in which Orban's ruling Fidesz party has a two- 
thirds majority, has not debated and approved the two bills. 


Hungary has sought to salvage energy ties to Russia amid the 
Ukraine war. Orban, re-elected in 2022 for a fourth consecutive 
term, reiterated on Saturday that being a NATO member was "vital" 
for Hungary, but said his government would not send arms to 
Ukraine or sever its economic relations with Moscow. 


Tens of thousands of refugees flee 
from Somaliland clashes 


Somalis arrive in Ethiopia from disputed town of Las Anod, 
where at least 82 people have died in fighting 


More than 60,000 Somali refugees have fled to Ethiopia after an escalation in fighting 
in the town of Las Anod, in the Sool region, where tensions between local people and 
the governing Somaliland authorities have been building for weeks. 

The UN said the refugees had arrived in part of Ethiopia that had been badly hit by 
drought after five consecutive failed rains, and that many people were sleeping in the 
open, or sheltering in schools and other public buildings. 


Olga Sarrado Mur, spokesperson for the United Nations refugee agency, UNHCR, said: 
“Exhausted and traumatised, they have arrived with very little, only taking what they 
could carry. Women told staff from UNHCR that they had had to sell their belongings 
to pay for transportation to reach safety. Many of them have lost loved ones in the 
clashes or have been separated during flight.” 


The UN said 89% of the 185,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) from Las Anod and 
surrounding areas were women and children, who were without proper shelter. The 
Red Crescent said some people had been displaced earlier from areas facing severe 
drought after repeated failed rains. 

At least 82 people have been killed in fighting that has involved shelling of civilian 
areas, with damage to health facilities, as well as electricity and water supplies, the 
UN said. 


According to Unicef, the UN children’s agency, the damage had left the displaced 
Somalis with limited sources of water and sanitation, and 80% were having to defecate 
in the open. 

Markus Virgil Hohne, a social anthropologist at Leipzig University and specialist on 
northern Somalia, said the fighting had forced the local population into rural areas and 
put pressure on resources. 

He said 90% or more of the people had been displaced. “What’s left in Las Anod is the 
fighters,” he said. “The dry season is from November to March, which is already a 
difficult time - not enough food, not enough water for the ordinary countryside 
populations. Now you add hundreds, or even thousands, of IDPs and this means it’s 
becoming a dire situation.” 


The Sool region was claimed by Somaliland as part of its territory after it unilaterally 
declared independence from Somalia in 1991, but its authority has been disputed by 
members of the Dhulbahante clan. 

Tensions have mounted since late December, when a local opposition leader, Abdifatah 
Abdullahi Abdi, was killed, sparking protests. Somaliland forces were accused of firing 
on the protesters, killing 20 people, which led to Somaliland withdrawing its forces 
from Las Anod in January. 

Fighting began earlier this month after Dhulbahante elders declared that the Sool 
region was no longer part of Somaliland and they would form a separate state within 
Somalia’s federal system. 


Hohne said the violence reflected a deeper problem of where Somaliland’s borders lay 
and whether all those living within the territory it claimed were willing to be part of 
the breakaway state. 


“What is at stake [for the people of Las Anod] is a real question: do we accept the 
secession of Somaliland?” he said. “Do we want to be part of an independent 
Somaliland or part of Somalia?” 


The Somaliland government has downplayed the grievances and claimed al-Shabaab 
militants had infiltrated the area to create disruption. 


Nicolas Delaunay, east and southern Africa project director at the International Crisis 
Group, said Somaliland had not provided concrete evidence of al-Shabaab’s 
involvement and that deeper issues behind the conflict must be addressed quickly. 
“What Somaliland is probably trying to do by saying there are terrorists involved in the 
fighting is to discredit their opponent,” Delaunay said. “It is conflating the issue in a 
sense and hiding what the political issues are and what the local grievances are.” 


He said: “If you let the situation fester, it could become worse. There are a number of 
actors who called for an immediate ceasefire and it really is the way to go. They need 
to come to the table and discuss together the future of this region - such conflict can 

escalate quite quickly.” 


Patients Dying as Nigerian Cash Crisis Hits Health Services Before Election 


Tunisia police arrest prominent 
figures as crackdown continues 


Tunisian police arrested two prominent opposition leaders 
and surrounded the house of another critic of President Kais 
Saied, according to their relatives and lawyers. 


Chaima Aissa, leader of the National Salvation Front, and 
opposition figure Issam Chebbi were arrested by police on 
Wednesday. 


Authorities also surrounded the house of Jawher Ben 
Mbarek, another significant critic of the president, amid a_ 
crackdown on those critical of the president. 


Aissa has led protests against Saied and was charged under 
a cybercrime law after criticising the president in a radio 
interview. 


UN Says DR Congo Will Need $2.25 
Billion to Aid Uprooted People in 
Rebel-Hit East 

Mexico 


Mexico President Takes Aim at 
Predecessor After US Court 
Convicts Drug Czar 

US Sanctions Mexican Drug 
Precursor Suppliers 


China, Japan Hold First Security Talks in Four Years 


Iraq 
Iraq Daily Roundup: 10 Killed 


Iraqi Central Bank to Drop Dollar 
for Yuan in Trade With China 


Middle East 
Iran Blames US for Delay in 
Prisoner Swap Deal 
Saudi Arabia's Oil Revenues 
Reach $326 Billion in 2022, 
Highest in 10 Years 
Turkey Carries Out Another 


Deadly Drone Attack in Syria: 
Kurdish Forces 


Afghanistan 


270,000 Afghan Refugees 
Returned From Iran in Past Six 


Pakistan Defense Minister in 
Kabul Over Shut Border Crossing 


Pakistan 


Pakistan's Defense and Spy 
Chiefs Discuss Security With 
Taliban 


Pakistani Ex-Pm Imran Khan's 
Supporters Rally, Taunt Police 
Pakistan to Cut Government 


Expenses by 15% in Austerity 
Drive 


National Weather Service Declares Rare Blizzard 
Warning For Los Angeles-Area Mountains 


US To Quadruple Troop Presence In Taiwan, 
Simultaneously Ratchets Pressure Over China- 
Russia Ties 


War, government: feb23 Ransomware Attack On 
Food Giant Dole Temporarily Shuttered US 
Production 

“Our plants are shut down for the day and all our shipments are on hold. 


“Please bear with us as we navigate our way and hopefully we will minimize this 
event," the internal memo continued. 


William Goldfield, the spokesperson for Dole, confirmed the ransomware 
incident in a statement released on the company's website on Wednesday. 


Dole plc announced today that the company recently experienced a 
cybersecurity incident that has been identified as ransomware. 


Upon learning of this incident, Dole moved quickly to contain the threat and 
engaged leading third-party cybersecurity experts, who have been working in 
partnership with Dole's internal teams to remediate the issue and secure 
systems. 


The company has notified law enforcement about the incident and are 
cooperating with their investigation. 


While continuing to investigate the scope of the incident, the impact to Dole 
operations has been limited. 


What's not clear is how long the company had to shutter production. There was 
no word if the company paid a ransom to hackers. 


Add Dole to the growing list of incidents at US food plants. Some folks are 
convinced the nation's food processing plants are 'under attack’ after a series of 
fires (read: here & here & here). The FBI warned food plants to be alert for 
ransomware attacks last year. 


Supermarkets in the UK Ration Fruit and 
Vegetables as Energy Costs Force Greenhouse 
Closures 


Supermarkets ration fruit and 
veg as shelves empty in supply 
shortage: Asda restricts sales of 
some items to three per 
customer as UK farmers switch 
off greenhouses amid soaring 
energy costs and Europe is hit 
by ‘perfect storm' of growing 
issues 


« Tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, lettuce and cauliflower limited in 
stores 

e Many shoppers across the country have been growing frustrated b 
shortages 
By TOM PYMAN FOR MAILONLINE 
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Supermarkets are rationing fruit and vegetables as shelves continue to remain 
bare in stores across the country. 


Shoppers in some Asda stores have been told that they can buy up to three 
packs each of tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, lettuce, salad bags, broccoli, 
cauliflower and raspberries at a time as supplies run empty in a number of 
outlets. 

The crisis has developed in recent weeks due to soaring energy costs which 
have forced British farmers to switch off greenhouses as they desperately try 
to make ends meet. 


War, government: feb23 Orban Snubs Biden, 


Skips Major NATO 'Eastern Flank’ Meeting 


Update(1539ET): It's been confirmed that Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban snubbed Biden on Wednesday. Orban was invited to represent Hungary 
as the US president met with nine NATO ‘eastern flank' countries, but Orban was 
a no-show. Instead he sent Hungary's ceremonial president, Katalin Novak, in 
his place. As the AP reports: 


Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the right-wing populist leader who 
argued last week that the European Union is partly to blame for prolonging 
Russia’s war in Ukraine, has balked at sanctions on Moscow and arming 

Kyiv. Orban was skipping the meeting with Biden, and President Katalin 
Novak was attending in his stead. 


Still, Klaus lohannis, the president of Romania, insisted that "The B9 is 
stronger than ever." 


On the same day Orban's foreign minister Peter Szijjarto issued a fresh call for 
peace talks, saying at a press conference, "Having seen and listened to the 
speeches by the presidents of the US and Russia yesterday, | think they would 
have made humanity a much bigger service by talking to each other." 


Vaccine, stats, government: feb23 Idaho Lawmakers 
Seek To Criminalize Injecting Of mRNA COVID- 


19 Vaccines 


Republican lawmakers from Idaho have introduced a bill that will make 
it a crime to administer MRNA vaccines in the state, citing safety 
concerns, which would apply to COVID-19 vaccines manufactured by 
companies like Pfizer and Moderna. 


China, war: feb23 US May Release Intelligence 
Showing China Poised To Transfer Arms To 
Russia 


China Sends Supertankers To US Gulf On Crude 
Oil Buying Spree 


Nvidia Soars 8% After Beating Earnings, Guiding 
Higher Than Expected 


"The Biden administration is considering releasing intelligence it believes 
shows that China is weighing whether to supply weapons to support 
Russia’s war in Ukraine, U.S. officials said," The Wall Street Journal reports. 


Irag To Drop Dollar For Yuan In Trade With 
China 


Iraq To Drop Dollar For Yuan In 
Trade With China 


BY TYLER DURDEN 
THURSDAY, FEB 23, 2023 - 06:44 AM 


Via The Cradle 


The Iraqi central bank announced Wednesday that, for the first time, it plans 
to allow trade from China to be settled directly in yuan instead of the 
US dollar to improve access to foreign currency. 


"It is the first time imports would be financed from China in yuan, as Iraqi 
imports from China have been financed in (US) dollars only," the government’s 
economic adviser, Mudhir Salih, told Reuters. 


journal, stats, middle east, islam, war: feb23 
‘ISIS Bride' Shamima Begum Bid To Restore 


British Citizenship Rejected Judge dismisses 23-year-old's 
legal challenge and upholds Home Office decision to revoke her UK 
citizenship... 


Shamima Begum failed in a last-ditch legal bid to have her British citizenship 
restored. 


On Wednesday, the Special Immigration Appeals Commission (SIAC) fully dismissed the 
23-year-old’s legal challenge against a Home Office decision to revoke her status as 
a UK citizen. 


declining sperm count revisited: new meta- 
analysis shows increased acceleration 


A recently published meta-analysis shows that global sperm counts are 
declining worldwide—at an accelerating rate. 


Normal sperm count Low sperm count 


The article, published in the journal Human Reproduction Update in November 
2022 by an international team of researchers, reviewed 2,936 scholarly 
abstracts and 868 full articles and analyzed data from 38 sperm count 
studies done on six continents, updating their landmark study of 2017. 


The 2017 study found sperm counts had fallen in North America, Europe, and 
Australia by over 50 percent in a fifty-year span. The current study updated this 
data as well as added data from South/Central America, Asia, and Africa. 


“The aim of this study was to examine trends in sperm count among men from 
all continents. The broader implications of a global decline in sperm count, the 


knowledge gaps left unfilled by our prior analysis, and the controversies 
surrounding this issue warranted an up-to-date meta-analysis,” said the authors. 


The analysis found that while sperm counts had declined at the average rate per 
year of 1.16 percent between 1972 and 2000, the rate of decline since 2000 has 
increased to an average of 2.64 percent per year. 


Sperm count is declining at an accelerated pace globally 
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Reviewing the findings in an After Skool YouTube episode, study author Shanna 
Swan said: 


“Now we can conclude that among men who didn’t know what their 
fertility [rate] was, who are, by the way, most representative of 

the general population, that there was a significant decline [in sperm 
counts and sperm concentration] in Asia, Africa, and South America—so 
now we can Say that our finding of a significant decline in sperm concentration 
and count is worldwide—that was a big change from the 2017 paper. 


“The other change from the 2017 paper was the rate at which sperm counts are 
declining: When we look at recent years—particularly since the turn of the 
century—the rate is 2.64 per year. That’s more than double 1.16, the prior 
finding.” 

The Role of Plastics in Reproductive 
Disruption 

The obvious question is—why the accelerated rate of decline? 


Swan dismissed genetic explanations, pointing out that genetic changes take 
“many generations to appear” whereas these changes are taking place in two 
generations or less. 


“That leaves us with environment,” Swan said. 


Swan and other experts believe the problem is a class of chemicals called 
endocrine disruptors, which interfere with the body’s hormones. 


Read more here... 
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Hard to get an accurate sperm count when people jack off multiple times a 
day. 
**** kills your sperm count. 


Early contact, high frequent use, and high frequency of masturbation during 
FAKKKKEKKEK use could lead to addiction trends and aberrant reproductive 
hormone levels and semen quality 
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That has been true since the begining. 
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coletrickle45 
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| disagree. There are studies that show that watching it too much kills sperm 
production 
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Ms.Creant 

10 hours ago 

| assume you are talking about ****? Interesting. Men always tell me that 
they are so sensitive as teens that wind blowing on it might stimulate a 
result. | have been told multiple times a day is normal. Some young men are 
even distressed by it, it is why baggy clothes as a style works for many. 
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So many endocrine disrupters in our food and environment these days. 
Thermal paper that receipts are printed on are horrible, 
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"Global Sperm Counts Declining" 


C'mon man ! 
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Yet birthrates in the turd world are well above replacement. | call ********, 
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The plastic inside soda cans kills sperm. 


https://youtu.be/EagzNomxTYg 
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MightyZen 
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Thermal paper receipts? | learn always a new thing in here, haha. 
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1 hour ago 

(Edited) 

Yup. Every thermal paper receipt is filled with PFOA. BTW microwave 
popcorn paper is similarly pure PFOA and even worse because it's in contact 
with food explicitly. NEVER eat microwave popcorn! 


It's actually central to the function of printing. Need to go back to 
conventional paper and ink to avoid it. That extra step of separate ink is the 
only and entire reason for thermal paper's ubiquity. 
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You do not know what you are talking about. 
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read later: church, sacrifice 


Levant([edit] 
Further information: Binding of Isaac 


References in the Bible point to an awareness of and disdain of human sacrifice in the 
history of ancient Near Eastern practice. During a battle with the Israelites, the King 

of Moab gives his firstborn son and heir as a 